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Highlights 
 In June, WFP reached 2.5 million people, 67% targeted under 

the PRRO. This included 1.8 million people with general food 
assistance, and 80,327 children under five and 35,489 pregnant 
and lactating women with nutrition assistance. Due to shortages 
in food and nutrition commodities impacting activities, WFP was 
unable to reach its planned targets. WFP will be able to reach its 

targets when food and nutrition resources are replenished. 

 This year, the arrival of South Sudanese refugees in Sudan 
reached 155,300 (over twice the amount of arrivals during the 
first six months of 2016) – with an average daily arrival rate of 
230 in June. WFP continues to prioritize assistance to new 
arrivals while maintaining stable food security conditions for 
earlier arrivals. In June, WFP received funding from ECHO (EUR 

6.5 million) to support South Sudanese refugees. 

 Starting in July, shortages in supercereal plus will affect 160,450 
children under two years and pregnant and lactating women 
(which includes 29% IDPs, 4% refugees and 67% residents) 
from receiving a preventative nutrition ration. WFP requires USD 
8.1 million to sustain activities for the next six months. 
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6 month  

Net Funding 

Requirements 
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732 m 525 m 105.6 m 

*July-December 2017 

 
In July 2015, WFP Sudan launched a two-year Protracted Relief 
and Recovery Operation (PRRO) 200808. The initial number of 
people targeted to receive assistance was 5.2 million. In 2016, 
the influx of South Sudanese refugees, the impact of El Niño, 
and Jebel Marra conflict-related displacements resulted in 
increased food and nutrition needs, increasing the total number 
of people facing acute and chronic food and nutrition insecurity 
targeted under the PRRO by 17 percent to 6.1 million.  

The PRRO maintains a robust relief component (60 percent) for 
new and protracted displaced populations facing food insecurity 
and malnutrition complemented by an early recovery portfolio 
(40 percent). For new and longstanding internally displaced 
persons (IDPs), WFP provides general food assistance (GFA) 
and cash based transfers (CBTs), food assistance for assets 
(FFA) or food assistance for training (FFT) activities. These 
diverse forms of assistance contribute to reduce gender 
disparities between men and women by promoting equal access 
to resources, divisions of labour, decision making power and 
access to information. WFP also provides moderate acute 
malnutrition (MAM) treatment and prevention programmes for 

malnourished children and pregnant and nursing women. WFP’s 
school meals for school-age children in food insecure areas 
contributes to gender equality by acting as an incentive to send 
and keep girls enrolled in and attending school in states such as 
Kassala and Red Sea States where gender disparity ratios are 
the highest.  

Refugees are provided with GFA and nutrition assistance. 
Vulnerable refugees receive assistance in the form of seasonal 
support, nutrition assistance, food and CBTs through their 
participation in FFA and FFT activities and school meals which 
includes take-home entitlements to support girls' continued 
education.  

WFP targets a higher proportion of women as food recipients 
and integrates women into community food management 
committees – seeing that women are often exposed to the risk 
of violence in areas of conflict and displacement and a large 
portion of households are led by women, burdened with added 
responsibilities during crises. 

Additional activities implemented through trust funds include 
the Safe Access to Fuel and Energy (SAFE) Initiative in Darfur, 
the Joint Resilience Programme with FAO and UNICEF in 
Kassala state and the micronutrient powder home fortification 

 

and stunting reduction pilot in Red Sea and North Darfur 
states.  

WFP’s programmatic framework for protracted displacement 

aims to promote self-reliance of displaced persons through 
integrated and targeted assistance packages. Central to this 
strategy is a vulnerability-based targeting system – IDP 
Profiling – which allows for response options to be tailored to 
different levels of vulnerability. 

In line with WFP Strategic Objectives 1 and 2, the Zero Hunger 
Challenge, the PRRO supports implementation of the 
government’s humanitarian and development policies and 
priorities and the Humanitarian Response Plan. Through its 
interventions it mainly contributes to achieve SDG2 but also 
supports the implementation of other SDGs, e.g. 4, 13, 16 and 
17.  

 

 

Total  
Requirements  

(in USD) 

Total Received 

(in USD) 

Provision of Humanitarian Air Services in Sudan  

SO 201043  
Jan 2017 - Dec 2017 

21.4 m 
10.7 m 
(50%) 

Road infrastructure repairs in White Nile State in support of WFP and the 

humanitarian community for the safe passage of humanitarian cargo between the 

Republic of Sudan and the Republic of South Sudan 

SO 201041 

Dec 2016 – May 2018 
2.4 m 

1.7 m 
(70%) 

 

The PRRO is complemented by the WFP-managed United 
Nations Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS), which provides air 
transport to humanitarian organisations flying to 40 
destinations across Sudan. 

WFP launched a Special Operation in December 2016 to repair 
a segment of the road corridor from Kosti, Sudan to Renk, 
South Sudan to ensure that WFP is able to continue providing 
emergency food and nutrition assistance to South Sudanese 
communities. 

 

In Numbers 

3.1 m food insecure persons (IPC Phase 3 & 4) 

2 m acutely malnourished children under five  

2.5 m assisted by WFP in June 2017 

People Assisted 
June 2017 

 

45% 55% 

Credit: WFP/James Muzyanda 
Caption: In Red Sea State, women receive prepaid 
cards to use in the implementation of ATM cash delivery 
mechanism. 

 

http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ep/wfp284303.pdf
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Country Background & Strategy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WFP aims to reduce hunger and malnutrition as well as 

enhance communities’ resilience to shocks across Sudan. 

To address protracted and emerging humanitarian needs 

and short-term hunger, WFP will reinforce its emergency 

response capacities while staying focused on its longer-term 

vision to incrementally reduce food assistance dependency. 

Sudan is classified a lower middle-income country by the 

World Bank - and is categorized as a low human 

development country ranking 165 out of 188 countries in 

the Human Development Index (2016 Human Development 

Report). This year, 3.1 million are facing food insecurity – a 

decrease from the 4.4 million facing crisis and emergency 

levels of food insecurity during the first part of 2016. The 

improvement is attributed to favourable 2016 summer 

rainfalls and increased food availability. 

Sudan's global acute malnutrition rate is 16.3 percent, 

according to the 2013 national nutrition survey, and chronic 

malnutrition rates among children remain a public health 

issue. The 2014 Simple Spatial Surveying found 2 million 

children under five are acutely malnourished annually. The 

Gender Inequality Index (2015) – reflecting gender-based 

inequalities in reproductive health, empowerment, and 

economic activity – ranks Sudan 140 out of 159 countries – 

in comparison Mozambique ranked 139 and the Republic of 

Congo ranked 141.  

Since the 2011 South Sudan secession, Sudan has been 

unable to fully recover after losing substantial oil output and 

fiscal revenue. At present, Sudan’s gross domestic product 

growth rate stands at 3.5 percent according to the World 

Bank. The country witnessed renewed fighting between 

Sudanese Armed Forces and opposition forces – through 

summer campaigns since 2014 – in Darfur, South Kordofan 

and Blue Nile states, as well as increased inter-tribal 

fighting and crime, marring security and humanitarian 

conditions.  

WFP has been present in Sudan since 1963. 

 

Operational Updates  
• Starting in July, WFP Sudan will operate under an 18-month 

Interim Country Strategic Plan (ICSP), approved by the 
Executive Board in June. Main activities of the ICSP are 
centered around WFP contribution to food assistance, 
preventive and curative nutrition interventions and safe access 
to fuel and energy to attain SDG 2. WFP will focus on 
nutrition-sensitive programming in schools and strengthening 
the capacities of national institutions and the Scale-Up 
Nutrition (SUN) network. It will also offer asset-creation 
activities through safety nets to help food-insecure households 
reduce risk and adapt to climate change and provide livelihood 
support to farmers.  

• From 31 May – 4 June 2017, a joint WFP/UNICEF food 
security, nutrition, and WASH assessment was carried out to 
confirm the recent International Medical Corps/Ministry of 
Health Central Darfur reports on malnutrition and edema 
cases in Jebel Marra – and to develop a multi sectoral 
response plan to identify current needs of communities, and 
make the appropriate recommendations. The mission found 
multiple shocks to food supply and markets in Golo, which 
have been compounded by the 2016 fighting between the 
government and armed groups. Widespread insecurity on all 
major routes into the town has drastically affected food supply 

to local markets, resulting in a food security crisis. In March 
2017, WFP regained access to Golo and has since delivered 
230 mt of emergency food assistance to 25,564 internally 
displaced persons (IDPs) in Golo, Central Darfur. During the 
lean season, WFP plans to continue general food distribution 
to IDPs following the recommendation of the joint 
assessment. WFP will also provide additional two months’ 
support of emergency blanket supplementary feeding 
programme (e-BSFP) to prevent further deterioration of the 
food security situation. 

• In June, representatives from the Republic of Sudan, the 
Republic of South Sudan and WFP convened for a joint 

meeting in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia to review the Sudan - South 
Sudan humanitarian corridor operations. During the meeting, 
representatives agreed to extend the Memorandum of 
Understanding for an additional one-year period from 1 July 
2017 – 30 June 2018 to support the delivery of 90,000 mt of 
food assistance. The one-year extension will allow for long-
term planning and implementation of corridor activities. This 
will also enable WFP to secure resources in advance and 
effectively plans for local purchasing in Sudan in coordination 
with authorities. The Government of Sudan also indicated its 
approval of the Meriam and Abyei road routes to Aweil, South 
Sudan – and agreed to authorize air delivery via El Obeid as 

an alternative mode of transport during the rainy season in 
South Sudan. 

• In 2017, WFP Sudan is keen to explore more innovative 
solutions for cash-based assistance. While WFP Sudan aims to 
scale-up the cash programme via prepaid cards, it is currently 
in a process of preparing for other innovative solutions, such 
as ATM. In June, WFP successfully implemented the cash-
based transfer modality – via ATM – in Sinkat locality Red Sea 
state with the distribution of prepaid cards to 100 productive 
safety nets activity participants. Recommendations from the 
implementation included the need to phased distributions for 

crowd control; establish a complaints and feedback 
mechanism; and organize an escort system for the elderly and 
disabled. This exercise provides learning lessons for the 
implementation first round of cash distribution and for other 
locations in Sudan where conditions are conducive. 

• Following communal clashes from 16 – 23 May 2017 in 
Umdukhon and Bendisi localities of Central Darfur, WFP 
distributed general food assistance to 3,997 newly displaced 
IDPs in Umdukhon town in June who fled from 8 villages 
affected. WFP also provided emergency blanket 
supplementary feeding (e-BSFP) to 689 children aged 5-69 
months and 376 pregnant and lactating women according to 

the latest registration results. 

 

 

 

 

Donors 

Canada, CERF, DEVCO, UK DFID, ECHO, Germany, Italy, Japan, 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Switzerland and USAID 

 

 

 

 

Contact info: Fadumo Tahlil (fadumo.tahlil@wfp.org)  

Country Director: Matthew Hollingworth 

Further information: www.wfp.org/countries/sudan 

 

Chronic malnutrition: 38 percent 

among children under five years 

 

2016 Human Development Index: 

165 out of 188 

Income Level: Lower middle 
income 

Population: 40.2 million 

http://www.wfp.org/countries/sudan

