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Did you know? 

As well as humans, animals 

need a certain amount of 

water. But how much do 

they require approximately? 

Cattle & Horses: 20-30 litres 

per head 

Goats & Sheep: 10-20 litres 

per head 

Chickens: 10-20 litres per 

100 
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In order to build an enough 

capacity for mitigation and 

preparedness, emergency 

responses should be linked 

more strongly with develop-

ment activities. One of the 

potential ideas is to connect 

humanitarian works with One 

WASH National Program 

(OWNP) which is covering 

124 urban Woredas and 384 

rural Woredas in ten regions 

of the country. One of the 

reasons for this is that when 

comparing the list of hotspot 

and OWNP Woredas, only 64 

hotspot Woredas are includ-

ed in the OWNP, with the 

remaining 69 Woredas out of 

133 hotspot Woredas being 

not covered by OWNP. This 

shows that more efforts and 

strategical approaches are 

required to address the miti-

gation and preparedness 

gaps in collaboration with 

development actors so as to 

strengthen resilience in 

drought, flood and diseases 

outbreak-prone Woredas.  

 

Therefore, to mitigate risks 

of recurring drought, flood 

and diseases outbreaks and 

to restore from the emergen-

cy as quickly as possible, the 
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Region 

# of Hotspot 
Woredas in 
the revised 
HRD 

# of 
OWNP 
Woredas 

# of Hotspot 
Woredas not 
included in 
OWNP 

Afar 23 11 16 

Somali 19 28 17 

Tigray 15 31 6 

Amhara 17 89 3 

SNNP 21 68 10 

Oromia 38 140 17 

Total 133 367 69 

Table: Number of Hotspot Woredas versus One WASH National 

Program  Woredas  

The year 2015-16 has been 

one of the most challenging 

periods for the WASH Cluster 

where response to El Niño-

driven drought.  

According to OCHA seasonal 

outlook as of October 2016 

“The tropical Pacific Ocean 

is currently in a neutral El 

Niño-Southern Oscillation 

(ENSO) state. Sea surface 

temperatures (SST) in the 

central tropical Pacific 

Ocean are within the neutral 

range, but remain cooler 

than average. There is still 

potential for La Niña (55-

60%) to emerge which is 

unlikely to be strong. A nega-

tive Indian Ocean Dipole 

(IOD) continues in the Indian 

Ocean. The current event 

peaked in July as the strong-

est negative IOD in at least 

50 years. A negative IOD is 

typically associated with 

below-average rainfall and 

drought across East Africa 

during the Short Rains 

(September to November), 

including southern and east-

ern parts of Ethiopia”. 

In addition to the continued 

drought effects, WASH relat-

ed disease outbreak in-

creased response size.  

WASH partners recognized 

during the last emergency 

how important it is to in-

crease preparedness via 

development activities. Thus, 

it is now a critical time to 

strengthen the WASH Clus-

ter’s preparedness for future 

emergencies by planning the 

coordination of humanitarian 

works and development.  

 

Linkage of Information Man-

agement work with One 

WASH National Program 

WASH Cluster has dedicated 

a team of Information Man-

agement (IM) Officers at 

regional and national levels 

and has developed a 4W 

matrix (Who, What, Where, 

When) and several monitor-

ing tools that helped to 

strategize the responses, 

identify gaps, highlight suc-

cesses and provide in-

fographics and reports to the 

WASH cluster partners.  

 

Currently, the water sector is 

planning for OWNP phase II 

to include emergency WASH 

response as a key pillar. This 

will strengthen a long term 

planning for service delivery 

and capacity, particularly for 

those areas constantly affected 

by crisis. Additionally, the over-

all structure of OWNP will em-

brace emergency preparedness 

and response, relying on the 

OWNP M&E system that is un-

der development. Currently, the 

WASH cluster IM team is dis-

cussing the opportunities to 

contribute learnings from WASH 

cluster to strengthen the OWNP 

M&E system.  

 

Data reorganizing by IMOs 

For the months of September 

and October 2016, the WASH 

Cluster IM team is carrying out 

a comprehensive data reorgan-

izing. During this initiative, inac-

curate and duplicated data on 

outputs and population figures 

are being corrected. Additional-

ly, by identifying new informa-

tional requirements, new data 

fields have been introduced in 

the 4W data entry matrix. No-

vember 2016, the reorganized 

4W matrix will result in more 

accurate output and population 

figures, as well as capture 

WASH activities in a more 

wholesome manner. This will 

provide a basis for decision 

making for the 2017 HRD. 
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L I N K I N G  H U M A N I T A R I A N  R E S P O N S E  T O  
S U S T A I N A B L E  W A T E R  S U P P L Y  I N T E R V E N T I O N S   
- D R  S A M U E L  G O D F R E Y  ( WA S H  C H I E F  U N I C E F )  

The Humanitarian Requirement Docu-

ment (HRD) developed in 2015 to 

respond to the El Nino drought indi-

cated a plan to reach 5.8 million with 

a total financial requirement of USD 

73 million. Within the HRD, the WASH 

emergency task force/cluster de-

signed both critical and high priority 

interventions. The critical interven-

tions included water trucking, rehabil-

itation or water points and provision 

of life saving hygiene, sanitation and 

water treatment responses. The high 

priority interventions included emer-

gency institutional wash and drill-

ing/rehabilitation of deep boreholes 

and construction of distribution sys-

tems. “Multi village water supply 

schemes” are a form of connecting 

one productive/high yielding borehole 

to a distribution network and then 

connecting communities (human and 

livestock water need), health centres 

and schools to the network. It is one of 

the key technology interventions under 

the Government of Ethiopias GTP-2 

service norm improvement strategy 

and is promoted as a means of creat-

ing”resilient water supplies” in drought 

affected areas.  

 

The HRD target for “multi village water 

supply schemes” was to ensure that 

925,000 people gained access to this 

level of service during the El Nino re-

sponse at a cost of USD18.4 million. 

UNICEF and the Government of Ethio-

pia (with financial support from do-

nors) constructed 43 multivillage water 

schemes across 6 regions benefiting 

297,000 people (30% of the HRD tar-

get) during the El Nino drought (insert 

map) 

 

Lessons learnt from the construction 

of these schemes during a drought is 

that the procurement and construction 

time ranges from 6 months to 9 

months and therefore should be seen 

as high and not a critical HRD re-

sponse. To ensure faster implementa-

tion, outsourcing of the procurement of 

the study, design and supervision to a 

private company that is well managed 

by UNICEF is critical.  

government, WASH cluster members and 

development actors together need to con-

sider how to ensure an increased capacity 

in mitigation and preparedness of disaster-

prone communities. Potential suggestions 

are: 1) Linking emergency activities with 

the existing development activities such as 

One WASH National Program 2) Prioritizing 

activities in affected Woredas from project 

Woredas of OWNP  3) NGOs & WASH part-

ners aligned with the government 

plans to leverage resources. 4) Identi-

fy affected water supply schemes and 

sanitation facilities in the community, 

schools and health institutions and 

prioritize for rehabilitation, mainte-

nance and strengthen operational 

management for these affected 

schemes. 5) Construction of sustaina-

ble water supply schemes for the 

prioritized areas with reoccurring disas-

ter episodes. 6) Building capacity of 

professional and administrative work-

ers such as providing electro-

mechanical and contract management 

trainings. 7) Building institutional ca-

pacity with availing tools and equip-

ment such as mobile maintenance 

workshops, tool kits, strengthening 

spare part supply chain.        
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When emergencies occur, it is the vul-

nerable population and those with poor 

access to basic services that are hit the 

most. The situations even get worse 

when the emergencies had to do with 

water, a lifeline of humanity. That is 

what happened in Bekektu Mume vil-

lage in Boset Woreda of Oromia Region, 

when the El-Nino-induced drought hit 

significant number of Woredas in the 

region. Women, young and old, travelled 

for hours in search of water.  

 

Zinash Bizwhua, aged 10, a fourth grade 

student attests to the harsh reality of 

her family and the community. Her job is 

not only going to school and getting 

good grades as school children in other 

regions with better access to water. 

Zinash has to go to Tebo, a sandy place 

where the community digs the sand to 

get water before going to school. The 

water is shared with animals according 

to Zinash. “The water we fetch from 

Tebo is not clean. We get sick all the 

time and I had to miss school many 

times.” she says. 

The burden of collecting water is not 

only left to the children. 65 year-old 

Leke Waqjira, a mother of two, also 

bears this burden. She has got a par-

tial visual impairment. She says that 

clean water shortage is the worst chal-

lenge in Bekektu village. “There were 

times when I had flour but no water to 

make food out of it.” she recounts her 

days suffered from lack of water.  

 

It was during this hard time that World 

Vision Ethiopia came to play a life-

saving role in the community through 

its emergency intervention program in 

Boset Woreda. By extending 1.2 Kilo-

meter pipeline from the existing wa-

ter supply system previously installed 

by World Vision, new water points 

were constructed in Bekektu Mume 

village. The water supply also 

reached healthcare facilities and a 

school through the intervention.  

 

The arrival of water nearby their 

homes is changing so much of their 

daily lives for children, women, elder-

ly and the community in general. The 

community members expressed that 

the drought was a blessing in dis-

guise. “God has seen our struggles 

and answered our prayers through 

world vision. I no longer have to walk 

a long distance at this age of mine. 

Our children also enjoy the blessings 

now,” says 65 years old Leke. Zinash 

now only focuses on her studies and 

wants to be top of her class. “I stood 

4th in my class. I want to be the top 

in my class. I want to be a pilot when I 

grow up,” she notes.  

After receiving EHF (Ethiopian Hu-

manitarian Fund) funding via UNO-

CHA in March 2016, the Danish 

Refugee Council (DRC) has been 

implementing an emergency WaSH 

project in the El-Nino drought-

affected, priority one woredas of 

Babile, Gursum and Jijiga in Somali 

Regional State. As part of its project, 

DRC has provided Community Led 

Total Sanitation (CLTS) trainings, 

undertaken construction of institu-

tional latrines, drilled shallow wells, 

built a capacity of WaSH Commit-

tees and distributed sanitation 

tools. 

 

Fathia is one of the recipients of 

DRC’s CLTS training. She was 

dumbfounded to discover at the 

training that the lack of a latrine put 

her family at risk of consuming their 

excrement through contamination 

of their water source. This, along 

with the ill health repercussions, 

motivated her to build her own la-

trine. She is one of the many resi-

dents of Amadle kebele in Jijiga 

woreda who have received this 

Standing across a neighbour who had 

just unhappily spent over a 1000 Birr 

on medical expenses to treat her son 

who had been admitted for a water 

related disease, Fathia, beamed with 

confidence and certainty as she pro-

nounced that building her own latrine 

helped to decrease illness for herself 

and family members.  

“I built my own latrine, inside my com-

pound, for 800 Birr. It only took me five 

days. I use an iron sheet to cover it. 

Since then, no one in my family has 

been to the health post. We’ve become 

healthy.” 

training.  

 

Amadle kebele, located 25kms to the 

south east of Jijiga town, was charac-

terized by a high prevalence of open 

defecation due to low coverage of 

household level latrines and no insti-

tutional latrines. The area is also 

water insecure, with its residents fully 

reliant on surface water sources and 

no possibility of more permanent 

water schemes. This combination 

made members of the community 

especially prone to a wide range of 

waterborne diseases as there was an 

increased likelihood of surface water 

sources being contaminated by the 

practice of open defecation. Of note 

is that Amadle kebele was identified 

as one of the hotspot areas for Acute 

Watery Diarrhea (AWD), a fact at-

tributable to the lack of latrines and 

risk of water contamination.  

 

For people like Fathia, being able to 

contribute to the well-being of their 

family members is cost effective, 

lifesaving and empowering.  
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D R O U G H T :  A  B L E S S I N G  I N  D I S G U I S E  F O R  
B E K E K T U  C O M M U N I T Y  B Y  W O R L D  V I S I O N  

“ I  B U I L T  M Y  O W N  L A T R I N E ,  I ’ M  H E A L T H Y ,  I ’ M  
E M P O W E R E D ”  –  C O M M U N I T Y  L E D  T O T A L  
S A N I T A T I O N  T R A I N I N G  I N  S O M A L I  R E G I O N   
B Y  D A N I S H  R E F U G E E  C O U N C I L  

Zinash (right) and friend 

Meseret walk distances to fetch 

water, Bekektu Village, Boset, 

Oromia. 

Fathia: A woman participating in 

DRC’s Community Led Total 

Sanitation training 



S T R A T E G I C  A D V I S O R Y  G R O U P

( S A G )  D I S C U S S I O N  I N  S E P T E M B E R  

significant progress made 

due to positive response 

from donors and capacity of 

WASH partners. Most of the 

planned interventions are 

going to end by end of 2016. 

The year 2017 needs to be 

build on the learnings from 

WASH response during 

2016. Most humanitarian 

WASH interventions are smil-

iar to developmental WASH 

program (e.g. sustainable 

water points). Apart from 

this, the nature of disaster 

(El Nino followed by La Nina 

effect) requires longer term 

attention.  

During the transition period 

from 2016 to 2017, WASH 

Cluster needs to a) Meet the 

targets against HRD 2016. 

b) Review the responses to 

flood and AWD and capture 

lessons learned. c) Assess 

water supply facilities. d) 

Review prepositioning of 

WASH NFIs and humanitari-

an priorities, including part-

ners’ profiling. 

WASH Cluster Strategic Advi-

sory Group (SAG) members 

from MoWIE, UNICEF, ACF, 

SCI and IRC met on 7th of 

September, 2016 at Ministry 

of Water, Irrigation and Elec-

tricity (MoWIE).  

 

The SAG is expected to 1) 

Draw on guidance from more 

experienced actors 2) Facili-

tate a rapid decision making 

3) Facilitate advocacy with 

the government, other Clus-

ters and donors 4) Provide a 

strategic guidance and for-

ward thinking on the devel-

opments. 

 

Following were key discus-

sions :  

Transitioning of WASH Clus-

ter and linkage with One 

WASH National Program 

(OWNP). 

2016 has seen significant 

WASH responses to drought, 

flood and acute watery diar-

rhea (AWD). There has been 

Importance of strengthening 

linkage between humanitarian 

program and development 

programs was discussed and 

agreed. However, how humani-

tarian works could go under 

OWNP remained an issue to be 

discussed further. Main con-

cerns by including emergency 

WASH under OWNP include a) 

Emergency responses need to 

be delivered in a timely man-

ner. b) Flexibility of OWNP to 

connect with humanitarian 

activities. c) Quality of re-

sponse d) Funding mechanism 

and how to link EHF funding e) 

Fear of reduced access to 

funds for INGOs through OWNP 

f) The current low capacity of 

information management 

 

Review of the Terms of Refer-

ence for SAG 

It was agreed that SAG will 

meet once in three months to 

keep core discussions for the 

WASH Cluster’s way forward. 

Memberships were also re-

viewed and finalized. 
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