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Dear colleagues,

We are pleased to share the 33rd issue of the Global Education Cluster (GEC) newsletter. The GEC
newsletters are issued on a quarterly basis to allow for a strong focus on the work, challenges and
successes of country clusters with a feature on one country cluster in each edition. In this edition we
highlight a report recently published by the Education Cluster in South Sudan. In the remainder of the
newsletter, you will find an update on the GEC work, including Rapid Response Team (RRT) members'
deployments, global events and the latest resources related to education in emergencies. Please share
this newsletter with colleagues, partners, country-level Education Cluster members and other colleagues
who might find the information and contacts useful.

SOUTH SUDAN
Since the current civil war began in December 2013, the already struggling South
Sudanese education sector has been further impacted by fighting and displacement. In a
country where children represent almost half of the total population, the brunt of the
immediate impact and long-term effects of conflict and violence is borne by them. The
South Sudan Education Cluster has recently released a report Education Cannot Wait for
the War to End - The role of education in saving lives and adverting the loss of another
generation in South Sudan based on the national assessment it conducted in November
2016.

The assessment found that 31 percent of schools have suffered at least one or more attacks from armed
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forces or groups, and 25 percent of primary schools open in 2013 were found to be non-functional in late
2016. In addition, 31 percent fewer teachers were also registered at the end of the 2016 school year than at
its start. Food shortages were one of the main reasons students dropped out or stopped attending.

The effectiveness of education in emergencies interventions can be evaluated through the results of end-of-
primary exams. The report shows that in 2015 the pass rate of IDP students in schools in Protection of
Civilians (PoC) sites or in schools supported by Cluster partners was 4.6 point higher than the average
pass rate at national level. But more needs to be done to avoid the loss of another generation. Priority
interventions should include the payment of teachers' salaries, food for education and emergency school
feeding, teaching and learning materials, and providing youth with an alternative to violence.

RAPID RESPONSE TEAM
Afghanistan
During the latter part of 2016 great numbers of Afghans residing in Pakistan
and Iran began to return to Afghanistan, as the protection space dwindled in
especially Pakistan. 60% of the approximately 620.000 returnees were children
and many of these had been born outside of Afghanistan. The influx continuing
in 2017 has put large strain on the already very fragile education system in
Afghanistan. The Education in Emergencies Working Group (EiEWG)
established in 2014 was re-activated to address the returnee crisis and with
many new national and international organisations joining.

In Mid-January 2017 RRT member Dominik Koeppl (Information Manager) was deployed to Afghanistan,
based in Kabul. He was followed by RRT member Karina Kleivan (Coordinator) who arrived on the 1st of
March. The team has focused on setting up information systems and coordination mechanisms to address
the returnee crisis in close collaboration with partners and under the leadership of Ministry of Education.

EiE interventions targeting returnees and IDPs (652.000 IDPs by the end of 2016) as well as affected host
communities were included in the first allocation of the 2017 Common Humanitarian Funding (CHF) for
Afghanistan with 2.5 million USD, a testament to the work of the EiEWG with the support of the RRT. To
further localize the coordination and monitoring four sub-national EiEWGs have also been set up in the
provinces receiving the most returnees: Herat, Kabul, Kandahar and Nangarhar.

Kenya
Considered as part of the Horn of Africa (HoA) crisis, Kenyan families in the
Arid and-Semi Arid Lands (ASAL) are suffering from alarming rates of
malnutrition, loss of livelihoods, and chronic water shortages. Structural issues
regarding food and water along with successively poor rainy seasons have
made it difficult for ASAL residents to make ends meet, causing migration and
negative coping mechanisms. In the midst of a heated election season, the
Kenya EiEWG is being reinvigorated. RRT member Sarah Bellotti and a Save
the Children Humanitarian Surge Team (HST) staff have been deployed to
strengthen existing coordination, clarifying roles, reinforcing cluster lead agencies (CLAs), and working with
various government agencies to try and improve the sector’s engagement in EiE.

Somalia
RRT member Michael Wilkins (Needs Assessment Specialist) has been
deployed to the Somalia Education Cluster to provide information management
(IM) assistance during the scale up of EiE activities as part of the Drought
Response. On 2nd February 2017, a famine warning was released by the
Famine Early Warning Systems Network indicating that Somalia and other
countries across the Horn of Africa (HoA) were heading into a famine at the
scale of 2011. In 2011, hundreds of thousands of children are reported to have
died due to famine, and 30% of enrolled children dropped-out of schools.
Estimates for 2017 indicate that a similar evolution of the crisis could lead to 160,000 children no longer
attending school.

The Somalia Education Cluster has lacked a dedicated Information Management Officer (IMO), so a vital
part of the deployment was setting up systems which would facilitate the collection and dissemination of
data, without adding considerably to the time burden for Cluster Coordinators. This included the scale up of
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the 4W, the Cluster's database of partner presence and activities, as well as its integration into OCHA
products. Whilst deployed, the position of a dedicated Education Cluster IMO has been advertised. This will
allow the Cluster to maintain its current IM output, as well as contributing more proactively in Assessment
and IM working groups, thereby improving its inter-cluster IM coordination.

The Somalia Education Cluster is also working on improving the collection of attendance data, through both
partner monitoring and the set-up of a SMS based data collection system. It is hoped that tracking
attendance over time will be the most effective means of measuring the impact of the response, and, by
generating this analysis during the response, the Cluster can improve the evidence base for future
responses, building into the education sectors preparedness planning, as well as greatly improving the
evidence base for advocacy in future crises.

Sudan
Sudan faces two major overlapping humanitarian crises: one triggered by a
conflict leading to wide scale population displacement and the other due to
climatic and socio-cultural conditions, which has led to food insecurity and
malnutrition. The scale and long-term nature of displacement, especially in
Darfur, has exposed displaced people to hardship and uncertainty about their
future. According to the Sudan Humanitarian Needs Overview 2017 there are
4.8 million people in Sudan in need of humanitarian assistance, of which 2.3
million are internally displaced, 1.5 million resident inhabitants, close to
800,000 refugees and more than 200,000 returnees.

1.7 million children (56% IDP, 32% resident community) are in need  of Education of Emergencies
interventions. Displaced school-aged children are at high risk of being out-of-school which in turn put them
in high risk of violence, abuse and other protection-related issues. The majority of children in need of
emergency education are in IDP camps, mainly in Darfur. But mass influx of IDPs into host communities
has also strained the precarious education capacity in these communities, they too are in need of
emergency education support.

The Sudan Education Sector requested RRT support to complete the Cluster Coordination Performance
Monitoring (CCPM) process, support cluster strategy development and capacity development on sub-
national coordination level as well as to hand-over to the new incoming national sector coordinator. RRT
Coordinator Kaisa-Leena Juvonen was deployed to Sudan in late April for eight weeks to support the
Education Sector team and the CLA UNICEF in sector coordination and in the ongoing processes. The
Education Sector team currently consist of a national IMO and an intern while the new national Sector
Coordinator is being recruited.

 

GLOBAL EDUCATION CLUSTER
Annual Report
The Global Education Cluster 2016 report seeks to illustrate how the work of the GEC has
been particularly significant in achieving results. It presents examples of our work that
demonstrate how our aim to be as field-focused and field-informed as possible has enabled
education responses to be more effective, through better coordination. The report also looks
at the changing humanitarian landscape and new opportunities for the field of education in
emergencies (EiE), with the launch of the Education Cannot Wait Fund.

The report is accompanied by a dashboard of the GEC key achievements in 2016. This one-
pager can be used for information sharing and advocacy purpose with potential
partners.

Update on Staffing Changes
After a three-month contract break, Luca Fraschini (Save the Children) is back in the
Rapid Response Team as RRT Coordinator and Capacity Building Specialist. Luca will
lead on the delivery of the Education Cluster Coordination Core Skills training and the development of the
GEC capacity building strategy.  RRT Information Management Specialist Dominik Koeppl (Finn Church
Aid) is taking a well-deserved contract break and should be back in the team this summer.
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GLOBAL EVENTS
DFID - Cities: Urban Development Through Education Partnerships, London, 26 January
Following the Education World Forum in London in January, the UK Department for International
Development (DFID), the Royal Society, and the British Council hosted a policy dialogue with a session
devoted to identifying key challenges, successes and lessons learned in providing quality education for
children affected by conflict. The Global Education Cluster, represented by Global Cluster Coordinator
(GCC) Tyler Arnot and RRT member Michael Wilkins, introduced an audience of policy-makers to the work
of the Cluster at country-level, providing insight into the practical work done to coordinate an effective and
timely response for children. In particular, the presentation and discussion focused on how the Cluster looks
to leadership from Ministries of Education and local civil society to form the contextual foundation of any
response.

Humanitarian Conference on Nigeria and the Lake Chad Region, Oslo, 24 February
Co-organised by the Governments of Germany, Nigeria and Norway and the
United Nations, the objective of the conference was to draw attention towards
the urgent humanitarian crisis within Nigeria and the Lake Chad region, and to
generate support for the needs outlined by the Humanitarian Response Plans
(HRPs) and appeals for the respective countries. In addition to emphasizing the
need for an immediate response to the crisis, the Oslo Conference highlighted
the need to foster resilience, to address medium- to long-term development
needs and identify durable solutions for the affected people. The Conference
focused on three thematic areas: food security; protection and access; and
education in emergencies. A civil society conference aimed at giving analysis
and highlighting challenges and opportunities within the same thematic areas as the Conference took
place the day before the Conference. Donors pledged over $672m, raising one-third of the 1.5bn requested
through the HRPs.

GCC Maria Agnese Giordano and Tyler Arnot attended civil society event and the Conference to further
advocate for education as a vital part of the response in the Lake Chad region. The GEC team developed a
series of snapshots of the education response in the Lake Chad region and live-tweeted during the two-day
event to highlight the education needs and the work done by Education Clusters in the field.

Annual Conference of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid (SHA) and the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit,
Bern, 24 March
GCC Maria Agnese Giordano and Tyler Arnot took part in the SHA annual conference entitled Generating
hope for children and youth in humanitarian crisis and hosted by the Swiss Development and Cooperation
Agency (SDC). The event represented yet another promising moment in which a national development
agency highlighted the importance of recognizing education in emergencies to address children's education
and protection needs while enabling longer-term development, stability and social cohesion. For further
information on the event and the engagement of the SDC, read this press release.

Safe Schools Conference, Buenos Aires, 28-29 March
More than 220 representatives from 82 countries and a range of non-
governmental and international organizations attended the Second
International Conference on Safe Schools in Buenos Aires. It was the first
international meeting on the subject since the adoption of the Safe Schools
Declaration and the Guidelines for Protecting Schools and Universities from
Military Use During Armed Conflict in Oslo in May 2015. The Conference was a
key global moment to refocus attention on the issue of attacks on education,
and also provided an opportunity to review progress since the Declaration was adopted, share examples of
good practice at the national level, and prepare for work ahead on this issue to ensure effective
implementation of the commitments contained in the Declaration. Throughout the two-days, participants
from government and civil society alike raised the fundamental question about the need for increased
resourcing for education in situations of conflict. 

The Conference was also an opportunity for the Global Education Cluster to represent to a larger audience
some of the great work being done by Education Clusters in the field in monitoring, reporting and
responding to attacks on education. Chad, Iraq, Somalia, South Sudan, Southern Turkey, Ukraine and
Yemen coordination team provided inputs on the work of their respective clusters which were presented by
GCC Tyler Arnot during a panel discussion on monitoring and reporting attacks on education and bilateral
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discussion with participants. The GEC team also live tweeted during the event to highlight the work done
by country clusters.

INEE Spring Meeting, Braga, 5-7 April
The Inter-Agency Network for Education in Emergencies (INEE) held its Spring
Working Groups meeting in Portugal. The GEC was well represented by GCC
Maria Agnese Giordano and Tyler Arnot, RRT member Luca Fraschini, and
Communications and Programme Officer Lisa Sabot-Schmid. Tyler and Luca
are part of the Standards and Practices WG focusing on capacity development,
Maria Agnese now sits in the Education Policy WG while Lisa is a member of
the Advocacy WG. Each WGs reflected on what they achieved in 2016 and
developed their respective work plan for 2017. The meeting provided also an
opportunity to get updates on the Education Cannot Wait Fund, Dubai Cares E3 research envelope for EiE,
the Journal on Education in Emergencies and other initiatives. The GEC had the opportunity to present on
its new strategic pillars (partnership, humanitarian-development nexus and accountability) and 2016
achievements. The two-day meeting was followed by a one-day seminar Education and Cooperation in
Emergencies: Concepts, Agendas, Actors and Challenges hosted by the Institute of Education of the
University of Minho aimed to foster knowledge and experience sharing among stakeholders.

High-Level Pledging Event on the Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen, Geneva, 25 April
Co-hosted by the Governments of Sweden and Switzerland, and the United
Nations, the event aimed to bridge the funding gap in the 2017 humanitarian
appeal of $2.1 billion. Prior to the conference, only 15 per cent had been met.
According to the OCHA, pledges were made by 48 Member States, the
European Commission, the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) and
four NGO/humanitarian organizations for humanitarian action in Yemen in
2017.

The focus of the event was largely on the food security crisis. The GEC team
worked with the Yemen Education Cluster to develop a series of infographics
which were tweeted throughout the day to raise the profile of the education
crisis.

Save the Children's report Yemen's Forgotten Children - The urgent case for funding
education and child protection highlights how children pay the heaviest price of the conflict
in Yemen. Yet, education and child protection sectors remain largely underfunded. In order
to ensure children’s current and future development, well- being and safety it is important
invest in education and protection.

LATEST RESOURCES
• When responding to a crisis, why should we care about listening to people who are
affected? Community engagement shouldn't be optional. Watch this OCHA video to learn
more. https://youtu.be/LG2maTqCqOw

•   OCHA has launched a new interactive website on preventing and addressing
famine in Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan and Yemen. There you can find a
comprehensive overview of the four crises, along with resources including
updated maps, infographics, humanitarian reports, and media updates:
http://interactive.unocha.org/emergency/2017_famine/.

• At the Safe Schools Conference in Buenos Aires, the Global Coalition to Protect
Education from Attacks (GCPEA), in partnership with the Roméo Dallaire Child Soldiers
Initiative, released a toolkit to assist ministries of defence and armed forces in
implementing the Guidelines. The toolkit is composed of practical tools intended as
teaching aids, guidance, and aides-memoire for national ministries of defence, military
trainers, officers, and soldiers involved in the planning and conduct of military operations. 

• Ahead of the second Safe Schools Conference, Human Rights Watch has released on
number of reports. Protecting Schools from Military Use - Laws, Policies and Military
Doctrine documents examples of law and practice from 40 countries, from Afghanistan to Yemen, instituting
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some level of protection for schools or universities Dreams Turned into Nightmares:
Attacks on Students, Teachers and Schools in Pakistan documents attacks by militants
from January 2007 to October 2016 that have destroyed school buildings, targeted
teachers and students, and terrorized parents into keeping their children out of school.
These attacks have often been directed at female students and their teachers and schools,
blocking girls’ access to education. The report also examines occupation of educational
institutions by security forces, political groups, and criminal gangs. No Class: When Armed
Groups Use Schools in the Central African Republic highlights of armed groups have
occupied and destroyed schools preventing children from getting an education.

• UNESCO just released its new guidance tool Preventing violent extremism through
education: A guide for policy-makers. The new publication will help policy-makers within
ministries of education prioritize, plan and implement effective actions for the prevention of
violent extremism through education, and contribute to national prevention efforts.

• Developed by GPE and UNGEI, with support from UNICEF, the new Guidance for
Developing Gender-Responsive Education Sector Plans has been designed to help deliver
on the commitment of the Sustainable Development Goals and Education 2030 to achieve
gender equality in education. The tool will help developing countries put in place gender-
sensitive policies, plans and learning environments, with a view to transform the way
education systems function. Applying a gender lens to education analysis ensures that
policies and strategies can better target specific groups of girls or boys and the challenges
they face.

• Watch UNESCO's new video Education transforms lives here. For further information on
UNESCO's role in the implementation of the Education 2030 Agenda, read the brochure
Education transforms lives.

GET INVOLVED

HumanitarianResponse.info wants to hear from you: Provided by OCHA, HR.info
aims to be the central website for IM tools and services, enabling information exchange
among operational responders during either a protracted or sudden onset emergency.
Please take a few minutes to complete this short survey to provide feedback on
HR.info and help OCHA improve this platform:
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/P37HT9N.

Global Education Monitoring (GEM) Report Consultation - Share your
views on migration and education: The 2019 GEM Report will look at the
issue of migration and education. Migration and education are multifaceted
processes involving individuals, schools, communities, regions and countries.
The report will give voice to educational challenges and opportunities facing
both voluntary and involuntary migrants in host and home communities. It will
draw upon wide-ranging evidence from both quantitative and qualitative
studies, and the analyses, conclusions and recommendations will advance the
aims of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular the global
goal on education (SDG4).

Specifically the 2019 GEM Report will explore two overarching questions:

A. Does migration accelerate or hamper progress in access to education?
How?

B. How do migration patterns influence quality education?

It will also look at two key cross-cutting issues:

C. In what ways do policies focusing on educational equity and inclusiveness improve educational
outcomes among migrants and refugees?

D. In what ways can the voices of migrants improve our understanding of how migration and education are
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interlinked?

The GEM report team would like to hear your views on the intended content of the 2019 Report through an
on-line consultation by 22 May. They are particularly interested in receiving your thoughts on issues
related to migration and education, as noted above, including suggestions on relevant literature, data
analysis and case studies.

Education in Emergencies research landscape - take the survey: We encourage you to take this short
online survey on the state of research for EiE and the influences of different stakeholders on efforts to build
the evidence base: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EiE_Research_Survey. A small team of consultants is
currently undertaking a mapping of the international EiE research landscape in order to develop strategic
recommendations to the UK Department for International Development (DFID) and the Education Cannot
Wait (ECW) Fund. The survey is a key component of the mapping. The survey should take approximately
10 minutes to complete and will close on Friday May 5th at midnight EDT. The survey is available in
English, French and Spanish. Thank you.

With kind regards,

Global Education Cluster Unit

Global Education Cluster Unit  | Save the Children and UNICEF | E-mail: educationclusterunit@gmail.com |
Website: http://educationcluster.net |  Skype: Education Cluster Helpdesk

Follow us on ,   and  
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