
 

This situation update provides a snapshot of the inter-agency regional humanitarian response in full coordination with host 
Governments and partners across the region. 
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AFGHANISTAN 

KHOST & PAKTIKA SITUATION UPDATE 
12 August 2015 

1. KHOST & PAKTIKA UPDATE 

Operational access in Khost has 
expanded for UN agencies.  UNHCR has 
conducted missions to numerous 
communities in the past few weeks to 
gather information on transitional 
shelter needs, assess gaps in assistance 
and protection challenges, follow-up 
with PSN (Persons with Specific Needs) 
cases and discuss key issues with 
refugees and host communities.  
Following the missions to Lakan, 
Mando Zay, Shamal and Tani the 
majority of refugees expressed the 
need for assistance with transitional 
shelter; as in the camp, many are in 
the process of constructing walls out of 

mud bricks or local materials, but need assistance with roofing. This can be an important strategy in 
helping refugees prepare for winter, especially as most families have indicated that their resources 
are dwindling. 
 

These missions have also found that refugees are very concerned about education for their children 
and although there are emergency primary schools available, more assistance is needed in terms of 
increasing the number of schools for younger children and expanding access to education for older 
students. Additional concerns shared by the refugees continue to be access to clean drinking water 
and latrines, as well as more access by mobile clinics and availability of food.  
 

It is also important to note that this caseload will be present again during the winter months and 
agencies operating in Khost and Paktika will need to develop winterization strategies and start 
planning for winter assistance.  Last year the winter was quite mild, however there were nonetheless 
secondary movements of refugee families from more mountainous areas to communities at lower 
elevations and the camp.  In particular, firewood or fuel assistance is needed to help families with 
heating solutions which will reduce the risk of depleting local environments and coming across 
unexploded ordinance when searching for firewood. 
 

2.1 PROTECTION CONCERNS 
 
With the missions to the communities, UNHCR has also been able to follow up on identified PSN 
cases.  The majority of cases seem to be female-headed households and refugees with physical and 
mental disabilities.  UNHCR is also working to strengthen PSN monitoring through the current 
database and a PSN Case Management Committee meeting was held last week in which partners and 
the DoRR were able to agree on procedures for referring cases to the committee, presenting cases, 
and determining appropriate interventions for specific cases.  These case management meetings will 
be held weekly. 
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2. HUMANITARIAN RESPONSE - SINCE 18 JUNE 2014 
 Registration: UNHCR maintains and manages the database of registered refugee families, 

including verifying records, cross-checking data and updating information to improve the 
accuracy of the population figure and assist with coordination of distributions. UNHCR continues 
to check the current registration database against attendance at the last two food distributions 
figures to determine the active refugee population in Khost. As of this week, the re-verified total 
active caseload is 35,142 families with 23,606 families (158,803 individuals) in Khost and 11,536 
families (59,291 individuals) in Paktika.  

 Food Assistance & Nutrition: WFP, UNHCR and partners distributed food packages and wheat 
rations to 28,580 families in Khost & Paktika in July 2015; UNHCR distributed supplemental food 
packages to 72,545 families since 28 December; 11,715 children were treated (7,017 in Khost and 
4,698 in Paktika), of these 5,317 were admitted for moderate acute malnutrition and 5,564 for 
severe acute malnutrition; 7,229 pregnant & lactating women were treated for moderate acute 
malnutrition (4,663 in Khost and 2,566 in Paktika);  UNICEF supported 38 outpatient centres with 
supplies to address severe acute malnutrition; Tameer Millat Foundation provided nutrition 
support to 426 mothers and 1,227 children.  

 Health: WHO, UNICEF, IMC & HNITPO supported polio vaccinations for over 140,000 children <10 
in Khost and Paktika and currently conducting vaccination campaigns; UNICEF, WHO and DoPH 
vaccinated 11,939 refugee children in Khost against measles and plan to start in Paktika; 13,274 
children were also provided with de-worming medicine; UNICEF gave 4,000 new born kits to 
DoPH Khost and 1,900 to DoPH Paktika for safe deliveries; HNITPO set-up 2 mobile clinics and 2 
static health clinics in Khost serving 4,557 clients; IMC set-up two mobile clinics in Paktika; 
Tameer Millat Foundation provided basic health services to 12,983 people; ACTD is providing 
health services for Gulan camp, reaching 9,291 people since November and is planning a measles 
vaccination campaign. 

 Mine Risk Reduction: UNMAS partners Halo Trust and MDC have cleared 919,546 m2 in Gulan 
camp and 2,299,059 m2 around the camp; Due to funding shortages MRE has stopped. 

 NFIs: CARE, IOM, IRC, NRC, Oxfam/OHW, SVA and UNHCR distributed NFIs to 33,669 families. 

 Tents: CARE, IOM, IRC and UNHCR distributed tents to 15,195 families.  

 Winterization: UNHCR distributed winterization assistance to 27,146 families including 20,346 in 
Khost and 6,800 in Paktika. CARE distributed winterization assistance to 1,590 families in Gurboz 
and Matun; IRC distributed winterisation assistance to 1,000 families in Tani, Mandozai & Nadir 
Shah Kot; NRC distributed winterization kits to 130 families and 176 schools in Gulan Camp and 
communities; Oxfam/OHW distributed winterization kits to 310 families in Lakan/Shamal; UNICEF 
supplied 1,550 family kits and winterization assistance; ARCS distributed 500 kits in Paktika; WHO 
& partners distributed 15 acute respiratory infection kits. 

 WASH: 8 boreholes have been drilled by UNHCR and Solidarités, with 4 more almost complete in 
Gulan Camp as well as 8 water bladders and 18 water tanks; Solidarités is managing WASH 
activities, distributed 10,165 hygiene kits, 1,338 latrines, repaired 131 communal latrines in 
Gulan camp and conducted 956 hygiene sessions for 6,304 participants, 12 dumpsites have also 
been set-up; DAACAR provided 525 emergency latrines in host communities, distributed 5,085 
emergency hygiene kits, and provided 9.6 million litres of drinking water in communities; with 
funds from UNICEF completed 40 wells and 120 latrines and installed hand washing facilities; IRC 
distributed 671 emergency latrines & hygiene kits; NCA distributed 1,360 family & female 
hygiene kits in Khost and 400 in Paktika and conducted hygiene awareness; UNICEF funded 
MRRD for 50 wells for 1,350 families in Paktika; IMC is conducting WASH activities in Barmel and 
Urgun districts, including constructing 70 latrines in Urgun, conducting hygiene trainings, and 
distributing jerry cans and soap.  
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 Education: In Gulan camp, NRC set-up 83 transitional classrooms and teachers for 2,100 children, 
including 900 girls; Aschiana is providing literacy, child friendly spaces, sports and theatre 
activities to children in the camp; NRC with UNICEF constructed 93 classrooms with 93 teachers 
for 2,924 students, including 993 girls in Gurboz, Tani, Mandozai and Khost (Matun); In Paktika, 
DoE hired 54 out of a planned 100 teachers from among the refugees to improve refugee 
children’s access to education and UNICEF supported an additional 15 classes for 250 students. 
An education working group has also been established with key partners in Khost to coordinate 
activities and ensure access to education, particularly for girls. 

 SGBV & Women’s Health: UNFPA distributed 3,686 dignity kits and delivered two reproductive 
health kits to clinics to support 31,000 people. UNHCR is working with partners to strengthen 
coordination and information among women, SGBV partners and government agencies. 

3. NEXT STEPS 
Wednesday 19 August 2015: Kabul Task Force Meeting, 14h00 UNHCR, Kabul  
 

Agencies operating on the ground are encouraged to continue to provide updates regarding planned 
and completed activities to ensure information is accurate for coordination and reporting purposes. 
 
 
 

Contacts: 

Maya Ameratunga, UNHCR Afghanistan ameratun@unhcr.org   Yumiko Takashima, UNHCR Afghanistan takashim@unhcr.org 

Indrika Ratwatte, UNHCR Pakistan ratwatte@unhcr.org 

  

Summary: In mid-June, following military operations in North Waziristan Agency, Pakistan, families began crossing 
into Khost and Paktika provinces, Afghanistan. Many families left suddenly, with few belongings and settled in host 
communities, or Gulan camp, Gurboz district, Khost. UNHCR and partners have been on the ground since the 
situation began, conducting assessments, delivering assistance and coordinating response efforts. Food, water, 
sanitation, shelter, health and mine clearance continue to be urgent priorities.  
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