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Prepared by:                          ACAPS, Geneva  
Nature of the crisis:                Food Insecurity 
Updated from :                         Niger SDR Nov 2011  
 

Note: The updated information is represented  with red full dots throughout the document   
 

About this document: This desk study presents estimations of scale, severity and likely 
impact of a disaster and aims to inform decision making for preparedness and emergency 
response. Information has been collected through a review of secondary data, contact with 
the field and lessons learnt from past similar crises. The DNA is intended to complement and 
integrate assessment-related data from other agencies. Feedback to improve the DNA is 
welcome (dna@acaps.org). CaLP, infoasaid, ECB, MapAction and ACAPS thank agencies 
and NGOs who have shared data and analysis. Disclaimer: Information provided is 
provisional as it has not been possible to independently verify field reports. As this report 
covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may decrease with time. Please use 
the most recent update. References: Please note that sources are generally hyperlinked and 

that an accompanying glossary is available here. 
 

  
Disaster Overview  
Niger has seen rapid population growth and environmental change over the last 40 
years. Arable surfaces have decreased, the population has multiplied by four, and the 
country is regularly affected by major food crises (three in the last decade). A food 
security assessment undertaken in December 2011 showed that more than 5.4 million 
people (35% of the population) are food insecure, of whom 1.3 million (8.5%) are 
severely food insecure. Government projections estimate the total number of people 
with food insecurity to be 6.4 million in April 2012. 
 

All current information indicates that food deficits will persist until the next harvest 
season. The context and aggravating factors of this impending food crisis include: 
acute malnutrition prevalence remaining above emergency thresholds, rising food 
prices, scarce local labor opportunities, large scale movements of people seeking 
employment, arrival of refugees fleeing fighting in Mali, a disruption of the flow of 
remittances from neighboring countries also affected by crisis in 2011 which has 
generated the return of more than 240,000 unemployed migrants to Niger. 
 

Pastoralist and agro-pastoralist communities are the most affected by the uneven 
harvest repartition and a massive fodder and cereal balance deficit: Niger is in a state 
of national food access crisis that will expand countrywide as harvest food availability 
decreases and import prices continue to increase. 
 

Humanitarian agencies are active across Niger. Niger was the first Sahel country to 
develop an emergency response plan, considered as the most complete in the Sahel 
region to face the current crisis. 

Map of % of population in severe and moderate food insecurity by department in 
rural and urban areas (GoN WFP/SAP, 2012 ): 
 

 
 

 

http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/secondary-data-review-niger-sdr-niger.pdf
mailto:dna@acaps.org
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/glossary-for-disaster-needs-analysis-120214---glossary-for-dnas.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
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Key priorities 
Most affected areas  

 Main severely food insecure regions, by priority order: Tahoua, Tillabéry, Niamey 
periphery and Maradi. 

 Food insecure areas with highest proportion of severely and moderately food 
insecure people, by priority order: Zinder, Tillabéry, Diffa, Tahoua, Niamey 
Periphery, Maradi and Dosso. 

 Areas receiving conflict affected population and/or hosting migrants. 

 
Most affected groups 

 Pastoralists and agro pastoralists: severely food insecure households, poor and 
very poor agricultural households 

 Children <5, women and girls, older people 

 Communities hosting refugees and returnees 

 Communities with high and unusual school dropout rates 
 
Priority Interventions 

 Address immediately food deficits through appropriate avenues, including 
local/regional purchases, food imports, cash transfer, CFW/FFW, animal 
destocking, subsidised sales of cereals, blanket feeding relocations of stocks in 
country, or other relevant solutions. Activities should be aligned with 
Governmental response plan (GoN Cellule Crises Alimentaires 2012 ). 

 Nutritional treatment, screening and preventive measures. 

 Provide emergency health services in cholera affected communities. Distribute 
water treatment and water storage materials, i.e. purification tablets, disinfecting 
materials for latrines and jerry cans.  

 Monitor potential epidemic outbreaks to enable quick response.  

 Increase access to safe drinking water, especially in rural areas, for both human 
and animal consumption. Rehabilitate damaged and out dated water pumps/wells, 
maintain current pumps and other improved sources.  

 Provide protection, registration, the provision of emergency shelter, basic 
domestic items and access to essential services for refugees from Mali. 

 Provide integrated reintegration assistance to returnees and their families. 

 Access and security for humanitarian workers in conflict affected areas. 

 Integrated educational activities to prevent and avoid drop out. 
 

Recent and on-going assessments   

 The Red Cross Society of Niger (RCSN) carried out a quick health assessment in 
Tillabéry at the onset of the floods (IFRC 11/09/02). 

 RCSN further conducted rapid health assessments in Zinder and Tahoua. A 
second assessment was conducted by governorate and health authorities in 
Tillabéry and Maradi in collaboration with the RCSN (IFRC 11/10/24).   

 The first Sahel Household Economy Analysis (HEA) took place in 2007. Since 
2007, 19 additional HEAs have been conducted across Mauritania, Niger, Mali 
and Burkina Faso: 11 in agricultural zones, four in agro-pastoral zones, three in 
pastoral zones, and one in a peri-urban context (SWG 2011). 

 FEWS NET assessed harvest prospects for 2011/12, supported by evidence 
collected from field assessments, producers and Government technicians. A mid-
term crop assessment with ground observations has been organized by the 
Statistics Bureau and the Ministry of Agriculture in conjunction with food security 
partners (FEWS NET 11/09). 

 The national Early Warning System (EWS) assessed vulnerability to food 
insecurity during their annual June assessment (FEWS NET 11/09). 

 MSF did an exploratory mission in December 2011. 

 The ECB consortium undertook a multi sector joint assessment in Tillabéry and 
Diffa region in January 2012 (ECB 12/02). 

 A Household food insecurity vulnerability study was implemented by SAP, WFP, 
FAO, CILSS and Fewsnet in Nov and Dec 2011 (GoN SAP, 2012 ). 

 An interagency assessment composed of OCHA, OMS, WFP UNICEF and 
national authorities was undertaken in February 2012 (OCHA, 12/02/10). 

 UNHCR, CNE, CADEV and the Government of Niger are currently registering 
refugees and returnees in Niger. Registration is planned to end by mid-March 
2012. 

     

Information gaps and needs 
 Need for summary mapping of on-going and planned assessments (survey of 

surveys) and regular and systematic sharing and analysis of assessment findings. 

 Lack of regularly updated information on movement and needs of returnees, 
disaggregated by sex and age.  

 Lack of information regarding the real coverage of humanitarian assistance. 

 National and complete follow up of school dropout. 

 Regularly updated, shared and publically available monitoring forms for diseases 
and nutritional data (new admissions). 

 Systematic information gathering on the needs and priorities directly expressed by 
affected persons themselves remains limited. 

Content list  
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http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/plan_soutien_2012_7fev_VF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/444574
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/F_R_389.pdf
http://www.groundswellinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger_FSOU_2011_09_final_en.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger_FSOU_2011_09_final_en.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport%20complet_56.pdf
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Recommendations for further assessments 
 Strengthen capacity of regional, national and decentralised institutions to conduct 

needs assessment and compile secondary data. A sub-regional or regional 
approach, covering all the key trade linked zones in West Africa, is preferable to a 
purely national approach. Information systems will be essential to assess and 
monitor food crises and raise alerts. Initiatives in integrated analysis of food and 
nutrition security based on livelihoods (Harmonized Framework and Integrated 
Classification of Food Security Framework, IPC) need to be pursued, 
strengthened and initiated in other countries to allow comparison. It would also be 
appropriate to reinforce the implementation and use of information systems that 
consider not only the situation analysis, but also the food security risk analysis.  

 Initiatives related to pastoral information systems need to be continued and 
strengthened. Systems that have been shown to be effective (GIS and in 
particular ACF‘s pastoral information system) need to be supported and integrated 
into current national systems. 

 Needs assessments should take into account significant differences in livelihoods 
strategies and productive assets between different socioeconomic categories of 
communities (pastoralists, agro pastoralists, farmers, etc.) or households (OCHA 
2011). Also, sex and age disaggregated data is needed to improve the analysis of 
specific needs of sub-groups of the population (OCHA 2011). 

 As the food crisis evolves, migration increases and vulnerability of marginalised 
categories of people on the move should be assessed. 

 Recommended method for nutrition surveys is the Standardized Monitoring and 
Assessment of Relief and Transitions (SMART) methodology. When it is not 

possible to implement a SMART survey, the number of weekly or monthly 

admissions in the national programmes managing children‘s severe and moderate 
acute malnutrition can be used as a proxy for the malnutrition incidence, at least in 
countries that have national and regular reporting systems. The last nutrition 
survey dates back to June 2011 and an update is necessary as soon as possible, 
targeting primarily the most food insecure areas identified by the SAP survey from 
December 2011. 

 In drought related emergencies, needs assessments remain overly focused on or 
biased to crop production and often concentrate disproportionately on food 
insecurity (ALNAP 11/10/01).  

 Information Monitoring systems to be developed should include the following 
minimum package: 
o Food security basic indicators at HH level and comparison between livelihood 

group or zones (use of sentinel sites) 
o Population movement tracking and monitoring. Comparison with normal 

movement volume in a normal year 
o Remittance volume and loss 
o Price evolution  in markets and comparison to previous years 
o Availability of food and livestock in markets and comparison to previous years 
o Admission in feeding centres and comparison to previous years 
o School dropout or new admissions 

o Epidemiological surveillance 
o Copying mechanisms 
o Priorities as expressed by the population 

 Harmonized approach is recommended between humanitarian actors to collect 
and consolidate the information at a national and regional level on a regular basis.  

 In all areas were access is granted and partners are working normally, monitoring 
systems, sharing information and relying on secondary data should be prioritized 
against rapid assessments methodologies. 

 When possible, use of mobile phone technology is recommended to accelerate 
data transmission and analysis. 

 

Operational Constraints 
 Late donor response to appeals has been a factor constraining effective field 

operations (IFRC 27/07). The 2012 CAP is only 10.3% funded (OCHA FTS 
12/03/02). 

 Delays distributing food aid to affected areas, particularly food aid from foreign 
sources. Food aid distributions are also inadequate in quantity, leaving gaps in 
need for food insecure populations (SWG 2011). 

 Returning armed Tuaregs and other nomadic groups from Libya and a large influx 
of refugees from Cote d’Ivoire and Libya may lead to increased inter-communal 
tension and negatively impact the delivery of humanitarian aid and potentially limit 
humanitarian access (AFP 11/08/29, FAO/EU 11/10/31). 

 Fuel has undergone successive price increases since June 2011, however fuel 
prices stabilised in September, reaching the historical price level of 2008 which 
saw a global food and fuel price crisis (WFP 11/11/02). If food will need to be 
imported from Burkina Faso or Benin, transport costs will further push up the costs 
of food (Tufts 11/11/03). 

 Devaluation of both the US$ and the Euro and their subsequent loss of purchasing 
power is reducing Nigerian exports to Niger (ACF 11/11/02). 

 The creation of Al Quaida in the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM) has affected security in 
the Sahel, including the northern part of Niger. Several kidnappings and 
assassinations of expatriate workers occurred in 2011 (MAE 2011). 

 The regions with a common border with Mali are threatened by security problems 
such as armed banditry and acts of terrorism by AQMI. The security situation in 
regions with a common border with Nigeria is characterised by armed banditry and 
terrorist threats by the Boko Haram sect (CAP 2012). 

 Although the fighting between the Nigerien army and the Tuareg rebels have 
stopped since December 2009 the region of Agadez still faces security issues with 
banditry, difficulties of reinsertion of demobilised Tuaregs and landmines on road 
axis. The presence of landmines which killed 328 civilians and soldiers between 
2007 and 2010 reduces access to the northern vulnerable communes of Agadez 
(CAP 2012). 
 

http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/10/MDRNE005pfr.pdf
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=952
http://fts.unocha.org/pageloader.aspx?page=emerg-emergencyDetails&appealID=952
http://www.groundswellinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/443694
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport_complet_271.pdf
http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/fr/pays-zones-geo_833/niger_352/presentation-du-niger_1007/index.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
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Lessons Learned 

 The international community has repeated mistakes made in previous food 
crises. A slow response resulted in deterioration of the situation, unnecessary 
suffering, a loss of assets by poor households in both agricultural and pastoral 
areas, a huge increase in the level of need and a significant rise in costs (SWG 
2011). Links and differences between humanitarian and development 
programming have not been clearly defined, impacting management of prior 
crises (OCHA 2011). 

 At the onset of the 2010 food crisis, humanitarian needs were underestimated 
due to lack of an appropriate evaluation of the needs of adequate resources, 
especially within the nutrition sector (OCHA 2011). 

 Official estimates of food insecurity are based on the Ministry of Agriculture’s food 
balance sheet, which does not include vulnerabilities in different livelihood zones. 
This incomplete picture of food needs may have contributed to inadequate 
response to pastoralist populations’ needs during the 2009/10 drought (ALNAP 
11/10/01). 

 Prevention at an early stage of a food crisis is cheaper than a large humanitarian 
response. During the 2005 food crisis, it would have cost US$1 per day to 
prevent malnutrition among children had immediate intervention been 
forthcoming. By July 2005, it was costing US$80 to save a malnourished child’s 
life (CARE 11/10/26). 

 In 2010, a lack of transport, pastoralist lifestyles and pressure on women to 
prepare fields for harvest meant severely malnourished children were taken out of 
therapeutic feeding programmes before treatment was complete. Health centres 
in remote rural areas, where treatment was provided, were too far away for 
families to reach (IRIN 2010).  

 In large parts of Niger and Chad, hundreds of thousands of men left their homes 
to search for food or income. Women were left to care for themselves, their 
children and older persons. When food stocks were exhausted, women were 
reduced to searching for wild foods in the countryside, becoming weak and 
malnourished as a result (SWG 2011). 

 The food crisis in 2005 has been called a ‘crisis of access’ – access not only to 
sufficient food (quality and quantity) at household level, but also income with 
which to buy and/or barter for food and importantly lack of access to basic public 
health services, education and basic rights. The situation in Niger has been 
referred to as a ‘silent emergency” with persistent high levels of acute malnutrition 
(wasting) in “non-emergency” times acting as a springboard for a sudden leap in 
mortality when disaster strikes (Fewsnet 2006). 

 It is principally people’s lack of access to a varied diet, not the aggregate supply 
of food that leads to malnutrition in Niger. Low dietary diversity often results from 
poor purchasing power and/or socio-cultural/behavioral/care factors (Fewsnet 
2006). 

 Triangulation of available data and information is critical. This includes food 
security, mortality and morbidity data, nutrition surveys, information on seasonal 
prevalence rates and admissions to feeding centers. There is often lack of 

coherence between the causes of malnutrition and the frameworks for decision 
making on selective feeding programs (i.e. appropriate response). Reliance on 
these frameworks based on thresholds often fails to adequately account for 
seasonal fluctuations, pre-emergency levels, trends and underlying causes 
(Fewsnet 2006). 

 The lessons from the drought in the Horn of Africa in 2010/11 show that national 
Governments and the international community must improve their response in a 
number of areas (Oxfam-SC, 18/02): 

o Manage the risks, not the crisis: All actors need to review their approach to 
drought risk reduction and not wait for certainty before responding. All actors 
and early warning specialists need to develop a common approach to triggers 
for early action, to be used by both humanitarian and development actors. 

o Earlier drought response: National Governments should recognise their 
primary responsibility to meet food security needs, providing political 
leadership for a drought response; The international aid community should 
embed a risk reduction approach in all its work, thus allowing long-term 
development interventions to adapt to the changing context; undertake 
preventative humanitarian work on the basis of forecasts: including livelihood 
protection and ‘no-regrets options’; and assisting communities to prevent, 
mitigate, prepare and respond to crises; ensure that systems are in place to 
integrate risk management into work throughout the development and 
humanitarian cycle – through investing significantly in people and partner 
organizations and reviewing organizational structures and systems. Donors 
should provide more agile and flexible funding – by including crisis modifiers in 
multi-year development grants to build recurring crisis response into 
development programming; and by ensuring that humanitarian funding can 
support pre-emptive or early response. Funding needs to be able to respond 
to uncertainty.  

 

National capacities 

 Niger's emergency response plan of 54 million euro is considered to be the most 
complete in the Sahel region. However, it focuses exclusively on a first phase 
response for the last trimester of 2011. The plan consists of four components: 
food, non-food, nutrition- and stock reconstitution. In January 2012, the 
Government reported that 65% of the plan had been implemented. The 
revised response plan will cover two periods: Feb-May 2012 and June-Sept 2012, 
targeting respectively 6 and 6.4 million beneficiaries (ECHO sitrep#4 12/02/01). 

 First phase activities include CFW/FFW activities, unconditional cash transfers, 
animal destocking, subsidized sales of cereals, blanket feeding and treatment of 
malnutrition. Second phase activities focus on unconditional cash/food 
distributions, as well as seed distribution. Two operations of subsidized sales of 
cereals are to take place end of January and March 2012 (ECHO#4 sitrep 
12/02/01). 
 

http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://www.alnap.org/pool/files/alnap-lessons-drought.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455321
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=89393
http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/1001044.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/1001044.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/1001044.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/1001044.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/UrgencesEmergencies/Sahel2012/tabid/7773/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/UrgencesEmergencies/Sahel2012/tabid/7773/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/UrgencesEmergencies/Sahel2012/tabid/7773/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/UrgencesEmergencies/Sahel2012/tabid/7773/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
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Affected Population 
Food crisis and nutrition affected population 

 In 2012, 413,000 severely acute malnourished children (Sahel strategy paper 
12/02/15), 725,000 moderately malnourished (UNICEF 12/02/13, CAP 2012) and 
177,000 acutely malnourished pregnant women are forecasted for treatment. 
Among the projection for the eight countries affected by the food security crisis in 
Sahel, Niger account for the highest caseload. 

 The annual meeting of the national early warning system (SAP) identified 228 
areas vulnerable to food insecurity, compared with 164 at the same time last year 
(FEWS 11/12/15). The GoN has identified up to 750,000 people as severely food 
insecure, in the regions of Tahoua, Tillabéry, Diffa and some areas of Zinder. 
This number is expected to rise to as high as one million in early 2012, as the 
country moves towards the lean season in March – April (WFP 11/12/13). 

 By comparing determinants (structural vulnerability, agricultural and pastoral 
deficit, concentration of migrants, malnutrition rates, changes in the price of 
millet), 6,980 villages are at risk of moderate or severe food insecurity. The total 
population of these villages is estimated at 6,005,993, of which 60% could be 
exposed to a situation of severe and moderate food insecurity (CAP 2012). 

 Latest available figures (see right table for details for rural areas) are from the 
preliminary results of the study on rural and urban household vulnerability to food 
insecurity undertaken in December 2011 by the Government of Niger (SAP). The 
findings show that more than 5,458,000 people (35% of the population) were food 
insecure, of whom 1,324,435 (9%) were severely food insecure (having less than 
one month‘s worth of food stock). They are mainly located in Tahoua (9%), 
Tillabéry (9%), the periphery of Niamey (7%) and Maradi (7%) (GoN SAP, 12/01).  

 
Flood affected population 

 Torrential rains have caused flooding since 17 August 2011 in Tillabéry (Ouallam, 
Tera, Tillabéry and Kollo); Tahoua (Abalack, Konni, Tchintabaraden, Azai, 
Tabalack, Bouza), Maradi (Mayayi) and Dosso regions (IFRC 11/09/02).   

 As of November 2011, the total number of household’s victim to flooding in 2011 
was 16,484 (CAP 2012). Nine people have also been reported dead, over 1,750 
houses destroyed; 28,175 people have been left homeless. Affected persons 
have taken refuge in schools, mosques, neighbors and relatives’ houses. 1,929 
hectares of crops have been destroyed or washed away; loss of livestock and 
small ruminants includes 512 animals (IFRC 11/09/02). 

 
Cholera affected populations 
Since the first confirmed case on 16

th
 March, the 2011 cholera outbreak has affected 

seven regions (IFRC 11/10/24). As of 10 December 2011, 2,443 cases of cholera 
were reported in Niger and 55 deaths (CFR 2,3%). 56% of affected population were 
female and ¾ were older than 15 years old. For 2012, 2,500 cholera cases are 
forecasted in Niger in 27 Districts (CAP 2012). 

 

 

 

Number of population vs food security status for rural areas (GoN SAP, 12/01) 

   

 
 

http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rowca
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rowca
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_61700.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NE_FSOU_2011_11_final_en.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/node/464691
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/444574
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/444574
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/F_R_389.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
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Displacement profile 
Internal movements in Niger 

 In 2007, a militant group, the Niger Movement for Justice, reignited a conflict 
between Government and Tuareg factions displacing an estimated 11,000 people 
(IDMC 2010).  

 When the conflict abated, roughly 4,500 IDPs returned to their homes late 2008, 
early 2009. The number of remaining IDPs as of 2010 was unknown (IDMC 
2010).  

 In Tillabéry, inter-communal violence has increased since the armed conflict 
ended in 2009, but little is known about resulting displacement (IDMC 2010). 

 In 2010, internal displacement has resulted from armed conflict between 
Government forces and Tuareg factions in Agadez and by clashes between 
sedentary farmers and nomadic pastoralists across Niger, especially along the 
western border with Mali (IDMC 2010).  

 
Movements from Mali into Niger 

 Armed confrontations have occurred in northern Mali in mid-January 2012 forcing 
tens of thousands of people to flee their homes to seek refuge either within Mali 
or in neighbouring countries. As of 12/03/12 and only for the sites where level 1 
registration was conducted, 24,952 refugees and returnees (3,583 Households) 
were identified by UNHCR and the Government of Nigeria and Niger.  

 Arrivals to Niger from Mali include both Malian refugees and nationals of Niger 
who have lived in Mali for more than 20 years. Some of the latter group may have 
obtained Malian nationality (OCHA 12/02/23). Mostly Malian families from 
Ménaka and Aderaboukane have arrived without resources (IPS 12/02/22). 

 The majority of refugees/returnees stay in the departments of Fillingue (8,403 
Malians and 512 Nigeriens), Ouallam (5,698 Malians and 946 Nigeriens), 
Tillabéry (2,033 Malians and 709 Nigeriens) and Tchin Tabarine (6,651). As 
shown in the graph below, women are slightly overrepresented among the 
refugees (UNHCR, data available only for sites with level 1 registration). 

 Some refugees 
such as those at 
Chinagodar village 
are just 8km from 
the border and are 
housed in 

makeshift 
shelters. Usually home to 1,500 residents, Chinagodar hosted up to 13,000 
refugees at the peak of movements. 4,701 refugees were registered as of 29 Feb 
2012 (UNHCR). The growing influx of refugees overwhelmed the ability of 
residents to house and care for them. All around the village, clusters of shacks 
have sprung up to provide shelter for the refugees (IPS 12/02/22). The host 
population are Tuaregs like the refugees and share stretched and scarce food 
and water resources (IRIN 12/02/27). Mangaizé village also hosts refugees, many 

of whom know it as it is a large cattle market they used to frequent (IRIN 
12/02/24). 

 Some of the Malian men have arrived with animals hoping to sell them in Ayorou 
town. However, the livestock trade in Ayorou is in poor shape as there are a lot of 
animals in the market but not enough buyers (IRIN 12/02/27). 

 Some refugees are reluctant to move since they hope to return home as soon as 
the security conditions permit them to (UNHCR 12/02/14). As many refugees fled 
abruptly, they may cross back into Mali to gather their belongings. Many are 
without documents due to their hasty flight (OCHA 12/02/23).  

 People are living in makeshift shelters, facing extremes of heat by day and cold at 
night. The health situation is relatively stable but there are incidences of malaria, 
eye infection, diarrhoea and respiratory infection. In addition the sanitation and 
clean water situation is inadequate (UNHCR 12/02/14).  

 The UNHCR standard is to have people at least 50km from a border, and 
together with the Nigerien Government it is planned to transfer refugees near the 
town of Ouallam (100 km from Niamey) (OCHA 12/02/17). This site has an 
estimated capacity of 30,000 people. An additional site closer to the border, 
where there is cattle fodder, may be considered as a second site for the refugees 
in the Mangaizé area who fled with their livestock and who do not want to move 
far from their areas of origin (OCHA 12/02/23).  

 
Movements from Libya and Nigeria into Niger 

 According to IOM, due to the conflict in Libya in 2011, 96,231 Nigeriens returned 
home as of 31 January 2012 (OCHA, 12/02/10). As some Nigeriens returned 
unassisted, the Government of Niger estimates that about 220,000 Nigerien 
migrants came back due to the Libyan crisis (OCHA, 12/02/10). Overall 
estimation for Libya and Ivory Coast returnees is 248,866 (CAP 2012). Since 
returning to Niger, economic migrants have met with extreme destitution and 
unemployment (CARE 11/10/26). Their homecoming has increased competition 
for local resources and created an additional burden on communities that are 
chronically food insecure (IOM 11/10/25, WFP 11/10/28). 

 More recently, high increase of movements of West and Central African migrant 
workers towards Libya were reported. Between November 2011 and January 
2012, about 15,100 people were registered in Dirkou station bound for Libya. 
Reversely about 200 people coming from Libya are registered each week 
(OCHA, 12/02/10).  

 Massive return of migrant workers from Libya and Côte d’Ivoire since February 
2011 had consequences on the household’s vulnerability (CAP 2012). 11 
communes of Dosso registered a significant number of returning migrant workers. 
Tahoua region is also one of the most affected regions in terms of exodus of 
young towards urban centres and neighbouring countries (CAP 2012). 

 Since the unrest in Nigeria in December 2011, cross border movements were 
observed. About 10,000 people arrived in southern Niger in January 2012, mainly 
Nigerien migrant workers fleeing Nigerian violence (OCHA, 12/02/10) and 
returning to their communities. 

http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/global-overview-2010-africa-niger.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/global-overview-2010-africa-niger.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/global-overview-2010-africa-niger.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/global-overview-2010-africa-niger.pdf
http://www.internal-displacement.org/publications/global-overview-2010-africa-niger.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation/country.php?id=157
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20sp%C3%A9cial%20-%20Mali%20%282%29%2022.02.2012%20-FINAL.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Merlin/Dropbox/DNA%20Mali/02.%20Humanitarian%20profile/Affected%20population%20figures/reliefweb.int/node/478223
http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation/country.php?id=157
http://data.unhcr.org/MaliSituation/country.php?id=157
file:///C:/Users/Merlin/Dropbox/DNA%20Mali/02.%20Humanitarian%20profile/Affected%20population%20figures/reliefweb.int/node/478223
http://reliefweb.int/node/479253
http://reliefweb.int/node/478902
http://reliefweb.int/node/478902
http://reliefweb.int/node/479253
http://reliefweb.int/node/476669
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20sp%C3%A9cial%20-%20Mali%20%282%29%2022.02.2012%20-FINAL.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/476669
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20sp%C3%A9cial%20-%20Mali%20%281%29%2017.02.2012%20corrig%C3%A9e.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Bulletin%20sp%C3%A9cial%20-%20Mali%20%282%29%2022.02.2012%20-FINAL.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport%20complet_56.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport%20complet_56.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455421
http://reliefweb.int/node/455061
http://reliefweb.int/node/455876
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport%20complet_56.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Rapport%20complet_56.pdf
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Country profile 
Key indicators 
 

Main indicators 

 Population: 15,511,000 (EU 31/10), an increase from 11 million in 2001 (INS 2010, 2011).  

 Life expectancy at birth: 58 (INS 2010) 

 Literacy rate: 29% (WB 2005); Women (15 and +): 15.1%; Men: 42.9% (HDR 2009) 

 Rural population: 83% (EU 31/10; WHO 2009) 

 In 2009, the population growth rate was 4% (UNFPA 2011) 

 Human Development Index: HDI value: 0,261.  Rank: 167/178 (UNDP 2010) 

 Natural disaster Risk Index: High Risk (NDI 2010) 

 Mortality rate < 5 (per 1,000): 160 (UNICEF 2009) 

 Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000):  650 (UNICEF 2009) 
 

Population 

 Approximately 80% of the population lives in rural areas (INS 2010).  

 Population density is almost 12 inhabitants per km
2
 (INS 2010). 

 Niger is divided into seven regions and the capital district Niamey.  Regions are 

subdivided into 36 departments. South-western regions are the most populous 
areas, in terms of population number and density (INS 2010). 

 North-eastern regions Agadez and Diffa comprise more than half of the land 
cover of Niger, but only contain a combined 961,000 inhabitants (INS 2010). 

 The provinces in the far south west of the country, where the Niger River flows, 
house a population of 5.7 million. This is one of the most densely populated 
areas of Niger, with Niamey having 4792 habitants/km

2
, Dosso having 59,6 

habitants/km
2
, and Tillabéry  having 25.6 habitants/km

2
 (INS 2010). 

 Total population 60+: 647.578 (INS 2011)  

 Total population 50+: 1,338.300  

 Sex ratio: 50-80+ Females: 50, 03%, 50-80+ Males: 49, 97% 
 

 
Main characteristics 

Country size 

 Total (Sq. Km):  1,267 Sq. Km (CIA 2011) 

 Country comparison to the world: 22
nd

 , slightly larger than Angola and slightly 
smaller than Chad (CIA 2011) 

 

Geography and climate 

 Climate: desert; mostly hot, dry, dusty; tropical in extreme south (CIA 2011) 

 Temperatures: average 31°C to 41°C, minimum in wet season 29°C, maximum in dry season 40.5°C (Map of World 
2011) 

 Arable land: 11.43% (CIA 2011) 

 Terrain: predominately desert plains and sand dunes, flat to rolling plains in south, hills in north (CIA 2011) 

 Natural resources: uranium, coal, iron ore, tin, phosphates, gold, molybdenum, gypsum, salt, petroleum (CIA 2011) 
 

Economy 

 Gross national income per capita: US$680 (OCHA 2010)  

 Corruption Perception Index : 2,6; Rank: 123/178 (TI 2010) 

 Poverty rate: 59.5% (UNSTAT 2011), 65% lives on less than 1$ per day (OCHA 2011; EU 31/10) 

 Labour force per occupation: 70% works in the agricultural sector (OCHA 2011) 

 Employment rates:  women 25% , men 11.8% (OCHA 2011) 
 

Socio-cultural characteristics 

 Ethnic groups:  Hausa (56%); Djerma-Songhai (22%); nomadic and semi-nomadic inhabitants - Peul (8.5%), Tuareg 
(8%), Beri-Beri or Kanouri (4.3%); and Arab, Toubou and Gourmantches people (1.2%) (NE 2011) 

 The majority sedentary groups are the Hausa (56%), mainly based in central Niger and the Djerma-Songhai (22%) in the 
West (NE 2011, Geo confluences 2006).  

 Tuareg and Peul are the main pastoralist groups (NE 2011, Geo confluences 2006).  

 Each Nigerien woman gives birth on average to seven children (2000 estimate). Tradition among some ethnic groups 
allows young girls to enter into marriage agreements by the age of 10 or 12 (or younger) – this means that there are 
likely to be large proportions of older widowed women for example. Males head of household have certain legal rights, 
but divorced or widowed women, even with children, are not considered to be heads of households. There is frequent 
gender bias in inheritance rights, land tenure, and child custody, as well as end the practice of repudiation, so older 
widowed women would be particularly vulnerable (HAI 2012). 

Sex and Age Disaggregated Data 

(HAI 2012) 

Age Male Female 

50 - 54 years 196 617 190 988 

55 - 59 years 152 926 150 191 

60 - 64 years 118 763 125 691 

65 - 69 years 83 815 89 661 

70 - 74 years 47 043 47 304 

75 - 79 years 29 038 28 180 

80 + 40 632 37 451 

TOTAL 668 834 669 466 

Source:  US 
Census 2011 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
file:///C:/Users/Susan/Dropbox/SDR%20Niger/02.%20Humanitarian%20profile/•%09http:/www.stat-niger.org/statistique/file/Population/POPULATION_NIGER_%202010_final.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/country/niger
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/HDR_2009_FR_Complete.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
http://www.who.int/gho/countries/ner.pdf
http://www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/CO_Overviews/Niger_b4_9.30.doc
http://hdr.undp.org/en/media/Lets-Talk-HD-HDI_2010.pdf
http://www.preventionweb.net/files/14169_NaturalDisasters2010.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niger
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capital_districts_and_territories
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Niamey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Departments_of_Niger
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
file:///C:/Users/Susan/Dropbox/SDR%20Niger/02.%20Humanitarian%20profile/•%09http:/www.stat-niger.org/statistique/file/Population/POPULATION_NIGER_%202010_final.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
http://fr.mapsofworld.com/niger/climate.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/Revision_2010_Niger_EHAP/$FILE/Revision_2010_Niger_EHAP_SCREEN.pdf?OpenElement
http://www.transparency.org/policy_research/surveys_indices/cpi/2010/results
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/mdg/Data.aspx
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Africa/Niger-ETHNIC-GROUPS.html
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Africa/Niger-ETHNIC-GROUPS.html
http://geoconfluences.ens-lyon.fr/doc/breves/2006/2.htm
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Africa/Niger-ETHNIC-GROUPS.html
http://geoconfluences.ens-lyon.fr/doc/breves/2006/2.htm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HAI_SD_Niger.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HAI_SD_Niger.pdf
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/country.php
http://www.census.gov/population/international/data/idb/country.php
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 Demographic growth is higher for sedentarists than pastoralists (IRED 2006).   

 Competition between scarce resources has created stress between sedentary and pastoral populations. Even although 
water sources are legally shared, a dispute between Bororos and Tuaregs nomad groups and cultivators arose five 
years ago in the Maradi and Zinder regions. Cultivators blocked the access to the water sources, when the nomad 
groups came to water their cattle. Mediation has been promoted since then, to restore the former transhumance ways. 
Despite this measure, tensions remain between nomads and sedentary populations, and can be only resolved by an 
increase of the resources (IRED 2006). 

 Languages: French, Arabic, other national languages include Hausa, Zarma, Peul, Tamjeq, and Kanouri (INS 2010, 
Université Laval 2010) 

 Religion: Muslim: 90-98%,  Christians and Animists comprise 2% of the population (CIA 2011, MOW 2011, NE 2011) 
 

Political environment and Security 

 Government: Niger has been a multiparty system since 1999, through the adoption of a new constitution. The regime is 
semi-presidential,  Mamadou Tandja was re-elected president in 2004 (INS 2010).  In 2009, his mandate was extended 
by three years following a controversial referendum. A year later (18

th
 February 2010), he was overthrown in a coup 

d’état led by the military chief Salou Djibo (BBC 2010). A presidential election organised by the transitional Government 
on 31

st  
 January 2011 saw Mahamadou Issoufou win the elections and become president (RFI 16/03). 

 Security: Until 2007, a Tuareg rebellion in the North East of Niger was a major concern (BBC 2007). Tuareg returns from 
Lybia of Tuaregs involved in the Kadhafi security forces may affect security in Niger (AFP 19/10).   
 

Education 

 The net school enrolment rate in 2008 was 58% (UNDP 2008). 

 The gross school enrolment rate in 2003 was 42.6% in rural areas and 52.7% in urban zones (UNESCO 2003).  

 Rates of girls attending school are steadily increasing, though boys continue to outnumber girls in the classroom.  In 
2006, 73 girls attended primary school for every 100 boys, increasing to 74/100 in 2007, 78/100 in 2008, 80/100 in 2009, 
and 82/100 in 2020 (WB 2011). 

 

Media Overview (infoasaid 2011) 

 Radio is the most popular method for receiving news and information in Niger. The most popular types of radio 
programming are news and current affairs updates. Community radios are nominally organized through the Community 
Radio Network.  

 Main newspapers include Le Sahel, Le Republicain, and Roue De L’histoire.  However, newspapers and magazines are 
less widely accessed than radio and television due to low national literacy rates. 

 Niger has over 20 private radio stations, 129 community radio stations, one daily newspaper (though 84 registered 
private newspapers), and 5 TV channels.   

 The main media outlets which run both radio and TV stations are ORTN (state media), Tenere, Sarraouina, and Anfani.   

 Reliable listener and viewer figures in Niger are hard to come by; most radio and TV stations estimate (and in some 
cases exaggerate) their own figures. 

 No figures are available for ownership of TV and radio sets nationally. 

 Mobile phone use increased from 2,000 subscribers in 2000 to 3,805,592 in 2010 (ITU 2010).   

 35% of households have a mobile phone (Tufts 03/11). 

 The four mobile phone companies (Airtel, Moov, Sahelcom and Orange) provide service across Niger’s eight regions, 
with some claims of 100% coverage. However, there is almost no mobile coverage in the northeast desert (half of 
Niger’s land area) and reliable figures for those covered by the mobile network are not available (ITU 2010). 

 Mobile phones are being utilised for the distribution of cash transfers by humanitarian agencies. 

 Only one in a hundred (1.1%) has access to a personal computer (UNDP 2005). 

 Internet use outside of urban areas is low. Internet use is just 0.83 users per 100 inhabitants (ITU 2010), one of the 
lowest figures in the world.  

 

Traditional channels of communication (infoasaid 2011) 

 Traditional channels of communication, mostly through village elders, chiefs and Islamic leaders are important. Doctors 
and teachers are important community leaders and conduits of information, particularly in rural areas.  

 A popular method of getting messages across on sensitive or taboo topics is to engage local theatre companies to write 
‘sketches’, often used on community radios. 

 

Freedom of Media (infoasaid 2011) 

 A new media law was introduced in 2010 has introduced self-regulation of journalists for the first time, allowing for 
creation of the Nigerien Observatory for Media and Ethics and widespread access to Government information.   

 Reporters without Borders note that Niger could become a regional model of good governance and respect for media 
freedom, but must first consolidate what has been achieved (RSF 28/07).   

 
 

http://www.ired.org/modules/infodoc/cache/files/french/doc_f1353.pdf
http://www.ired.org/modules/infodoc/cache/files/french/doc_f1353.pdf
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
http://www.tlfq.ulaval.ca/axl/afrique/niger.htm
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ng.html
http://www.mapsofworld.com/niger/culture/religion.html
http://www.nationsencyclopedia.com/Africa/Niger-RELIGIONS.html
http://www.stat-niger.org/statistique/index.php?lng=fr
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/8522227.stm
http://www.rfi.fr/afrique/20110316-mahamadou-issoufou-nouveau-president-niger-le-combat-continue
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6982266.stm
http://intranet.paris.msf.org/apps/afp.nsf/dx/8B9C7CDD985D9907C125792E00448B2E
http://www.pnud.ne/omdobj2.htm
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/International/ICE47/English/Natreps/reports/niger.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SE.ENR.PRIM.FM.ZS
http://infoasaid.org/media-and-telecoms-landscape-guides-0
http://www.lesahel.org/
http://www.lesahel.org/
mailto:www.tamtaminfo.com
http://www.ortn.ne/
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/material/excel/2010/MobileCellularSubscriptions00-10.xls
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/material/excel/2010/MobileCellularSubscriptions00-10.xls
http://www.ng.undp.org/mdgs/2006_State_Reports/niger_2006_mdgrpt.pdf
http://www.itu.int/ITU-D/ict/statistics/material/excel/2010/MobileCellularSubscriptions00-10.xls
http://infoasaid.org/media-and-telecoms-landscape-guides-0
http://infoasaid.org/media-and-telecoms-landscape-guides-0
http://www.ifex.org/guinea/2011/07/28/niger_guinea_mission/
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Key characteristics 
 Although the magnitude of poverty and food insecurity is most evident during 

years of drought, food insecurity in Niger is chronic. Low levels of food 
availability, high population growth, limited economic access to food due to low 
incomes relative to market prices, and inadequate health care have resulted in 
poor nutritional status for many Nigeriens, even in years of normal harvest (WB 
2009).  

 With 2/3 of the daily caloric consumption from cereals, cereal production, 
availability, and market performance are crucial determinants of food security 
(WB 2009). Grain accounts for a high share of total household expenditure and 
since almost all households are net purchasers of grains, fluctuations in grain 
production and prices impact household food security (SWG 2011). All 
households get at least 40% of food requirements through purchase. Poor and 
very poor households only grow 30% of their annual food requirement (SCF 
2009). The cost of food is a heavy burden for very poor households: it accounts 
for 60%-75% of their entire expenditure in a normal year (SCF 2009). 

 Nutritional data shows that most rural inhabitants usually experience seasonal 
food insecurity during the annual hunger gap from June to September (SWG 
2011).    

 Niger relies mainly on its own domestic grain production (over 80% of total cereal 
availability). Agriculture is characterized by subsistence farming and production 
of rain fed food crops. Millet is the dominant staple food crop accounting for 76% 
of cereal production, followed by sorghum at 22%. These crops are major 
determinants of both national food availability and rural household incomes 
(SWG 2011). 78% of the rural population relies on subsistence (mainly rain fed) 
agriculture and herding (SCF 2009). 

 Over half the population suffers from chronic food insecurity, and one in ten are 
extremely food insecure (SWG 2011).   

 The vulnerability of households to food insecurity is highly variable even within 
the same communities. In agricultural zones, there is growing inequality in the 
distribution of productive assets (SWG 2011). 

 Wealthier households generate 9-15 times the revenue of poorer households. 
Wealthier households comprise about 25% of the population (compared to the 
very poor who comprise 30%), but possess half the cultivated land, 65% of the 
sheep and goats, and more than ¾ of the cattle. A similar process of growing 
inequality of income and wealth also exists in the pastoral and agro-pastoral 
zones, but there, the traditional systems of social solidarity help mitigate the 
effects (SWG 2011). 

 Despite efforts to foster a dynamic development in Niger, a significant proportion 
of the population (averagely 3 to 3.5 million people) each year is dependent on 
humanitarian assistance (CAP 2012). 

 
 

Underlying Factors of Food Insecurity 
 
Structural:  

 Erratic rainfall, drought, agricultural production lows, and livestock mortality are 
the main causes of food insecurity in Niger. Successive droughts in 1973, 1984 
and 1991 decimated the production capacity of agricultural and pastoral 
households (FEWS 2011).  

 The depletion of natural resources and rapid population growth strain the 
capacities of agricultural and pastoral households to produce sufficient amounts 
of food, even in periods of adequate rainfall. For one single year of deficit, 
several successive years of good harvests are necessary to recover (FEWS 
2011). 

 The depletion of pastoral resources is expressed in decreased livestock 
productivity linked with under-nourishment, high prevalence of animal disease, 
and a lack of capacity of pastoral households to meet increasing/high costs of 
sustaining livestock (FEWS 2011). 

 Desertification and soil degradation, low soil fertility, unreliable and inconsistent 
rains, high levels of crop and livestock disease, and pest attacks, make 
agricultural activities risky. However, most small-scale farmers and herders, 
which are the majority of Nigeriens, rely on annual crops and grass to meet basic 
food needs. Even in good years, many poor farm families produce insufficient 
food to meet household nutritional needs for more than 3-6 months (SWG 2011). 

 In some zones of Niger, up to half the landmass is totally unproductive because 
land degradation and erosion has resulted in hardpan formation. Extensive water 
runoff and flooding occur, destroying crops and increasing erosion. Few farmers 
have sufficient organic matter to maintain soil fertility; fewer still can afford 
artificial fertilizers. Many technical solutions require labour, which is constrained 
because much of the male workforce is absent for 65% of the year in search of 
income elsewhere (SWG 2011).    

 
Socio-economic and economic: 

 The biggest factor responsible for worsening food insecurity is rural poverty in a 
context where the development of infrastructure and services is weak (FEWS 
2011).  

 Annual and seasonal highs of prices significantly affect the access of households 
to basic food supply (FEWS 2011). 

 Because economic activities are limited, the only strategic alternative during food 
crises is urban migration, which is cited as an essential element of their coping 
strategy (FEWS 2011). 

 Over generations, the poorest farmers are losing land to better-off farmers. This 
is exacerbated during crises, due to the limited ability of poorer households to 
cope with shocks, and increasing inequality among rural households (SCF 2009). 

 
 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
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http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
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http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.groundswellinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
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Livelihoods characteristics 
 The rural population in Niger includes crop farmers and herders, and the degree 

to which they rely on the one or the other activity is highly determined by the 
amount of annual rainfall received, and the inter-annual rainfall variability, which 
increases the farther north one goes. This therefore fundamentally shapes the 
livelihoods map, although other considerations also impinge: soil conditions, 
proximity to main market centers and cross-border trade, and special local 
resources such as salt deposits. From north to south of the country, the variation 
in the mean annual precipitation is great, ranging from 50 mm or less in northern 
desert areas to around 800 mm at the southernmost tip of the country. Rainfall 
dictates the limits of pastures before true desert takes over (the zone of 
pastoralism), the limits of crop cultivation before pastures take over (the 
agropastoral zone), and in the main rainfed cultivation zone the relative emphasis 
on different types of crops (notably between millet and sorghum) (Fewsnet 2011). 

 Most middle-income and better-off households gain a large proportion of their 
income from temporary work, livestock farming, and cattle and sheep fattening. 
Income from the sale of agricultural produce is almost negligible for poorer 
households, but significant for middle-income and better-off households who can 
invest more in farming in terms of hired labour and resources. Income from 
agricultural production mainly comes from the sale of groundnuts, and from small 
quantities of cowpeas, sorrel and wandzou (SCF 2009). 

 Livestock is the mainstay of cash earnings in the agricultural economy. Owning 
livestock, particularly cattle, determines the wealth or poverty of a household. 
Pastoralists tend to rationalise livestock sales in periods when the market is not 
favourable. Only the poorest pastoral households, with few animals, are unable 
to store grain for several months. They are most vulnerable to the high fluctuation 
of cereal prices on the markets (SCF 2009). 

 Government data indicates that in April 2011, in 14 agro-pastoralist departments, 
breeders with small herds lost on average 90% of their livestock during the 2009-
2010 drought, against a 25% loss for pastoralists with large herds. People who 
lost most of their assets have reduced both quantity and quality of food being 
consumed (IRIN 11/10/31). 

 In the south, there is some redistribution of cattle from wealthier to poorer 
households, usually through loans of bulls/oxen, whereby the borrower keeps the 
young animal for up to three years and fattens it for eventual sale. The borrower 
uses the animal for labour and benefits from a portion of the sale price (SCF 
2009). 

 In rural areas of Niger, women constitute 47% of the work force with modest 
presence in civil service and professional employment. Niger has no official 
pension system for older persons. The retirement age is 65 years old (HAI 2012). 

 Economic work migration is a major source of income for the poorest pastoralists. 
Poorer agro-pastoralists are more likely to do casual agricultural work for 
wealthier landowners in neighbouring areas (SCF 2009). 

 

 
Livelihood zones map Source: Fewsnet 2011 

 
 

 
 

 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger%20Livelihoods%20zoning%20report%20Final.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/456290
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/HAI_SD_Niger.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger%20Livelihoods%20zoning%20report%20Final.pdf
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Seasonal calendar and critical events timeline (Fewsnet 2011) 

 

 
 

 The calendar is dominated by a single rainy season on which the great majority 
of people entirely depend for both crop cultivation and pasture renewal – and it is 
a relatively short season, effectively four months from June to September, with 
later starts as one moves further north.  

 Dependence on a single harvest is inherently risky – there is no second season 
to alleviate crop failure if the rains are erratic. For poorer people it also means 
that each year there is a progression from easier food availability just after the 
harvest to a lean season just before the next harvest when household stocks are 
long gone and money for food is very tight. This season is made the harder 
because it is a time of peak physical agricultural activity and also of malaria, 
which inhibits work and increases the risk of acute malnutrition.  

 For the minority with access to irrigation, the calendar is different to the extent 
that garden or other crop harvesting and sales extend well into the dry season. 

Migrants and Remittances 
 In many zones, the dry season, 

when there is little agricultural 
activity, heralds the migration of 
mainly men to try to find paid 
work in main towns, in irrigated 
areas, or in neighbouring 
countries, notably Nigeria, Côte 
d’Ivoire, Burkina Faso, and 
Libya. In bad years a greater 
number of people tend to go on 
work migration, and this may 
even begin well before the 
harvest - as an indication of 
anticipated harvest failure and 
the pressing need to maximise other income (Fewsnet 2011).  

 Migration therefore plays an important role in households’ food security strategies 
in Niger, particularly in parts of Loga, Tahoua, Tanout, and Gouré departments. 
However, between December 2010 and February 2011, armed 
ethnic/religious/political conflicts erupted almost simultaneously in these 
countries, which interrupted typical migration patterns and caused many 

long‐term migrants to return to Niger (Fewsnet 11/12). 

 An IOM survey in October 2011 notes that 86% of the returnees say they had 
remitted enough money to support five family members in Niger. Their return 
effectively means that remittances have now dried up, often with dire 
consequences for vulnerable families living in drought and food insecurity prone 
areas (IOM 11/10/25). 

 90% of the communities assessed by ECB (Tillabéry  and Diffa region) in 
January 2012 reported earlier than usual outmigration for work, with boys and 
men being the most predominant group reported at 74%. 60% of communities 
reported that those engaged in pastoral and agropastoral livelihoods were 
performing annual migrations earlier than usual. This pattern was most 
pronounced in the pastoral livelihood zones of Tillaberi region, where 100% of 
communities indicated early migration (ECB 12/01). 

 Households in Tahoua have reported that many returnees have expressed the 
intention to go back to Libya and other destinations to seek employment (Tufts 
11/11/03).   

 Remittances from migrants in 2011 dropped significantly compared to 2010. 
However, remittances declined significantly from all countries and in all areas 
assessed. The greatest proportional drop occurred in areas not dependant on 
remittances from Libya. This indicates that reported declines in remittances in 
2011 are not exclusively a result of conflict in destination countries. The trends 
may also be significantly related to more endogenous factors, such as the 
bumper harvest of 2010/11 (Fewsnet 11/12). 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger%20Livelihoods%20zoning%20report%20Final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger%20Livelihoods%20zoning%20report%20Final.pdf
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger_SRMigration_2011_11_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455061
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger_SRMigration_2011_11_en.pdf
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Markets and Prices 
 Niamey is the most important national market and an international trade centre 

(FEWS 2011). 

 A key reason for high price instability in Niger is the inflexible regional supply of 
food combined with limited capacity of the region to respond to increased food 
needs caused by climatic shocks. Grain market performance in Niger follows 
market performance in Benin and Nigeria.  Nigeria supplies 75% of Niger’s millet 
and sorghum imports and 35% of total maize imports.  As a result, potential and 
actual imports from Nigeria play an important role in grain market performance in 
Niger (CGDEV 2008).  

 Traders from Niger have begun buying millet from Nigerian markets particularly 
along southern borders, further increasing demand and prices. The millet price in 
Nigeria is high in drought-affected areas. In Nigeria's Geidam/Yobe state, a 
cross-border market with Niger, millet prices were approximately NGN 5,400 per 
100 kg (US$ 33) in mid-October, compared to NGN 4,000 per 100 kg (US$ 25) at 
the same time last year. This is attributable to increased demand from the 
Nigerien traders and increased commodity speculations due to dry spells (FEWS 
11/10/31). 

 At the beginning of December 2011, markets 
were recording high and increasing prices for 
all types of cereals, especially for local cereals 
such as millet and sorghum. The markets in 
Zinder (+23%), Tillabéry (+22%) and Maradi 
(+16%) have experienced the highest price 
increases in 2011 (AVI 11/12/13).  

 Markets record a generally low level of supply 
of local cereals (AVI 11/12/13). The volume of 
millet supplies is relatively small compared with 
supplies of cowpea crops (FEWS 11/12/15). 

 Price increases in 2011 concern mainly Mil (24 
to 62%), Sorgho (6 to 61%), Rice (5 to 10%) 
and Maize (11 to 30%) (AVI 12/02).   

 Cereal availability in Maradi and Diffa is also 
affected by the Nigerian border closure (OCHA 
15/02). 

 In February 2012, increased prices are 
reported for Mil (Tillabéry and Zinder) and 
Sorgho (Agadez, Dosso, Zinder). Decreased 
prices are reported for Sorgho in Maradi and 

for Maize in Niamey and Maradi. Compared to same period last year, all prices 
have increased except for rice in Zinder, Tillabéry and Niamey.  

 Tillabéry and Zinder markets are among the most expensive in country, followed 
by Dosso, Zinder and Maradi (AVI 12/02). 

 

The following shows the overall situation early February 2012 and the variations for 
availability of cereals and prices evolution across the different regions (AVI 12/02/14, 
AVI 12/01/13): 
 

 Agadez: Lower cereal availability in the markets, increasing demands and 
general price increase for local cereals, decreased price for onions. For 
pastoralists, massive return of cattle around water points and destockage of 
small ruminants to increase purchasing power for cereals. Evolution in the 
coming months will mostly depend on external support. 
 

 Zinder: Lower cereal availability (mil and sorgho) and increased prices, but 
stable general food security. Markets are regularly supplied with market garden 
products. Despite Government efforts to mitigate the impact of the food security 
crisis in most vulnerable areas, further deterioration of the food security situation 
is expected in the coming months, especially if the Nigerian border remains 
closed. The north of the region is the most affected. 

 

 Maradi: The food security situation is generally acceptable, but there is a slow 
decrease of cereal prices compared to Dec 2011, availability of market garden 
products, small disruption in supplies from Nigeria are reported. Price evolution in 
the coming month will largely depend on the security situation in Nigeria. 
Alarming nutritional situation requiring external intervention. 

 

 Tillabéry: Deterioration of the food security, especially in the north where 
agricultural campaign was affected by the lack of water. Large influx of Malian 
refugees at the border (18,000 in the three northern departments of Fillingue, 
Ouallam and Tillabéry UNHCR 01/03), low market supply of cereal (locally 
produced or imported) and increased prices. Rice harvest started but in low 
proportion compared to last year harvest. Increased population movement to 
urban centers is reported. 

 

 Dosso: Stable general food security situation despite increased mil prices. 
Markets are regularly supplied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Average price increase per 
cereal in 2011 OCHA, SIMA data 

http://www.fews.net/docs/Publications/Niger_2011_10_EN.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/16679
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_2769.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full_Report_2769.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NE_FSOU_2011_11_final_en.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/niger/Bulletinshumanitaires/Rapportsdesituation/tabid/7737/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://ochaonline.un.org/niger/Bulletinshumanitaires/Rapportsdesituation/tabid/7737/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://www.afriqueverte.org/r2_public/media/fck/File/Bulletins/PSA/130-point-situation-alimentaire-au-sahel-02-2012.pdf
http://www.afriqueverte.org/r2_public/media/fck/File/Bulletins/PSA/129-point-situation-alimentaire-au-sahel-01-2012.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/4f4771b69.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/DR-2012-000000-NER_SS_0124.pdf
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Current food security situation 
Niger’s current food security situation is characterised by three certainties: 
measurable food deficits, existing high levels of food insecurity and early adoption of 
last resort copying mechanisms. 
 

Food deficits 
 According to the GoN the below level harvest of the 2011 agro pastoral campaign 

results in a cereal deficit of close to 520,000 tonnes (ACTED 11/12/09). This 
figure was reviewed in January 2012 and cereal deficit is currently estimated 
at 692.000 tons, which is 18% of the annual food needs for 2011/2012 (AVI 
12/02/14). This deficit is worse than those experienced during past food crises in 
2005 and 2010 (WFP 11/10/28, OCHA 11/10/31). The 2005 food crisis affected 3 
million people and the 2010 food crisis left 3.3 million people severely food 
insecure (IFRC 11/10/31).  

 A massive fodder deficit is expected in Niger of up to 50% of the needs, 
deteriorating the situation for pastoralists, which already reported 63% of 
livestock mortality during the crisis in 2009/2010 (CAP 2012). 

 The current food deficit has been caused in part by a cereal output for 2011 of 
4.9 million tonnes, which is measurably below 2010 production of 5.6 million 
tonnes (ECHO 11/10/31). 

Increasing food insecurity levels 

 The 2011 cereal crops harvest is complete across Niger. Erratic rainfall and 
extended dry spells during the growing season combined with pest attacks 
caused serious damage to crops, reducing coarse grain yields and delaying 
harvests in several parts of the southern producing regions (Dosso, Tahoua, 
Maradi, Zinder, Diffa and Tillabéry). Early signals and warning on potential food 
crisis included: 
o Conditions in pastoral areas of Tahoua and Tillabéry are critical in terms of 

biomass production and water availability (FEWS 11/11/15). 
o Stream flow conditions show that the levels of most hydrologic systems 

(rivers and seasonal lakes and ponds) are beginning to fall. According to 
current estimates, there is insufficient water availability to ensure a normal 
irrigated rice harvest during the dry season (January-April) (FEWS 11/11/15). 

o Food production is expected to be lower than usual in regions of Western 
Niger. Tahoua and Tillabéry regions anticipated a major decrease in 
production (IRIN 11/10/31): drought is affecting millet production and pests 
are destroying cowpea crops resulting in almost complete crop failures (Tufts 
11/11/03). 

o Food supplies are already insecure in 85% of rural villages (GAA 11/10/31). 

 The preliminary results of the study on rural and urban households‘ vulnerability 
to food insecurity undertaken in December 2011 show that (GoN SAP, 12/01) : 

o More than 5,458,000 people (34.9% of the population) were food 
insecure, of whom 1,324,435 (8.5%) were severely food insecure (having 
less than one month‘s worth of food stock). They are mainly located in 
Tahoua (8.6%), Tillabéry (8.5%), the periphery of Niamey (7.3%) and Maradi 
(6.7%). 

o The estimate of 1.3 million people in severe insecurity dates back to 
November 2011, and these figures are expected to increase in early 
2012. Projections for population at risk in April 2012 is estimated to be 6,4 
million (GoN SAP, 2012). 

o Another 23% of households, or 3.43 million people are considered ‘at risk’ to 
food insecurity and will likely become food insecure before the next harvest 
season.   

o In this context, market prices will be decisive in vulnerable populations food-
security status (68% of a household‘s global spending is used to buy 
cereals). The average household in Niger is now spending 78% of income on 
food. 

o According to projections made by the agricultural and livestock market 
information system in Niger, an increase in coarse-grain prices is expected 
due to a decrease in local grain availability, as well as an increase in 
transportation costs due to the social tensions in Nigeria and the suppression 
of fuel subsidies.  

 As shown in the next graph, at the beginning of 2011, food insecure households 
in Niger were 17.3%, meaning that household food insecurity levels had doubled 
in less than a year. Furthermore, projections by the Government of Niger show 
the number of severely food insecure nearly tripling to over 3 million people by 
April 2012, the beginning of the ‘lean season’ (GoN Cellule Crises Alimentaires 
2012 ): 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Full%20Report_405.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/full_report_101.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455876
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/BIH%20n%C2%B0%2042%20du%201er%20Nov%202011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/MDRNE005fr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
http://www.reliefweb.int/node/466520
http://www.reliefweb.int/node/466520
http://reliefweb.int/node/456290
http://reliefweb.int/node/456437
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/plan_soutien_2012_7fev_VF.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/plan_soutien_2012_7fev_VF.pdf
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Food Insecurity affected population by rural region (GoN SAP, 12/01): 

Region Severe Moderate 
Total food 
Insecure 

        At risk 
Total Rural 
Population 

  % Pop % Pop Pop % Pop  

Diffa  5.6 30,971 28.5 156,515 187,486 23.2 127,627 550,089 

Dosso  3.6 73,240 22.9 461,216 534,456 26.5 534,055 2,014,656 

Maradi  6.7 196,139 21.2 619,951 816,090 25.4 745,487 2,929,711 

Tahoua  8.6 226,377 25.2 665,121 891,498 25.9 682,161 2,636,318 

Tillabéry   8.5 213,698 26.7 675,316 889,014 27.0 682,266 2,527,851 

Zinder  3.7 96,740 32.1 847,953 944,693 25.5 672,167 2,639,013 

Niamey 
periphery  

7.3 1,311 22.0 3,957 5,268 19.8 3,562 18,026 

Niger rural 6  838,476 26 3,430,029 4,268,505 26 3,447,325 13,315,664 

 

 The return of migrants from Libya has also increased the demand for food 
(USAID 30/09). In Tillabéry, which survives on small-scale subsistence farming, 
herding and commerce, returns of migrants have aggravated extreme poverty 
and hunger, affecting more than half of Tillabéry ’s 2.5 million inhabitants (IOM 
11/10/25).    

 Food assistance needs are above average in Tillabéry, particularly in the agro-
pastoral areas. Acute food insecurity is forecasted to peak between June and 
August 2012 (FEWS 11/10/25). Tillabéry region recorded the sharpest decrease 
in cereal production compared to last year (more than 40%). Moreover, the 
prolonged dryness caused the depletion of grazing resources and lowered water 
points’ level in the pastoral areas (Giews, 2012).  

 In Diffa and Tillabéry regions, only 30% of households have cereal stocks saved 
from the 2011 season. Over 93% of households have reported decreased 
agricultural production compared to 2011, and 18% of households are in debt 
due to food expenditures. 78% do not have seed stocks for planting the next 
season (ECB 12/01).  

 Among food insecure households throughout Niger, 1 month was the average 
household estimate of how long existing food stocks would last (GoN SAP, 
12/01).  

 In Tahoua, which has seen the majority of returns, household food insecurity has 
been exacerbated both by the sharp drop in remittances and because an 
overwhelming majority of the returnees neither have jobs nor the financial means 
to engage in self-employment activities. This has also negatively affected chronic 
poverty in Zinder, Tillabéry, Maradi and Diffa (IOM 11/10/25). 

 Early outmigration has been reported as widespread in Diffa, Tillabéry, and 
Maradi regions, indicating that households are running out of resources and 

leaving their villages in search of work. Some departments in Tillabéry (Ouallam 
and Tera) have reported that more than half of their communities’ inhabitants are 
on the move to seek job opportunities (ECB 12/01). 

 The Government has already started to implement emergency programmes in 
irrigated cultures, livestock safekeeping, revenue-generating activities and 
national stock recovery in most of the regions (Sahel strategy paper 12/02/15). 
Vulnerable households have accessed to Government subsidies on millet and 
sorghum; free food distributions in food insecure departments of Ouallam, Téra, 
and Tillabéry are further improving access to food for poor and vulnerable 
households (ECHO 11/10/31). 

 Most vulnerable sub groups identified by communities during the ECB 
assessment in Tillabéry and Diffa include female headed households, 
households with many children and poor households. The three priorities 
expressed by the population for restoring livelihood and food security included 
food aid, access to water for agricultural production, subsidised food, cereal 
banks and cash for work (ECB 12/01). 

Coping Strategies 
 What is of particular concern is how quickly this new food crisis has followed the 

last major crisis of 2010. The poorest households have had no time to recover. 
The quick succession of crises has severely diminished the resilience capacity of 
these populations who struggle to cover basic food needs in a 'normal' year. This 
year the depletion of their few productive assets and livestock is compounded for 
many by high levels of indebtedness. Coping strategies, such as seeking work as 
day labourers, is no longer possible, as a bad harvest and the economic crisis 
also mean less local work opportunities (ECHO 12/01). 

 Common strategies used by households to respond to natural shocks include 
migration, asset/livestock sales, and borrowing money. In 2005, food aid was 
rated as the most common strategy used to mitigate the effects of shocks, 
especially during drought, when almost ¼ of households cite food aid as the main 
coping strategy. Severe shocks also leave households more vulnerable to future 
food insecurity: 60% of households were still in debt after the 2005 food crisis 
(WB 2009). Coping strategies for vulnerable populations include reducing the 
number of daily meals, selling assets and begging, further eroding resilience to 
shocks (SWG 2011). 

 People are already migrating to urban areas, without waiting for the harvest. The 
situation is worsened by the fact that food prices are increasing and not falling, as 
they normally do post-harvest (GAA 11/10/31). 

 Inhabitants of Tahoua have already adopted the lamtse coping strategy, which 
includes consuming millet grains that have not yet matured directly from the stipe 
without harvesting (OCHA 11/10/31). Families in Tillabéry  reported coping with 
food insecurity by increasingly using alternative source of food such as Doula 
and Anza, local plants that normally are used later in the lean season (UNICEF 
12/02/13). 

http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/09.30.11%20-%20USAID-DCHA%20Niger%20Food%20Insecurity%20Fact%20Sheet%20%231%20-%20FY%202011.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455061
http://reliefweb.int/node/455061
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Niger_EB_2011_10_en_ext.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/NER_1.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/Resultats_preliminaires_enquete_conjointe_vulnerabilite_VFF.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455061
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rowca
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/am891e00.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/20120119_factsheet_sahel_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
http://community.eldis.org/sahelworkinggroup
http://reliefweb.int/node/456437
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/BIH%20n%C2%B0%2042%20du%201er%20Nov%202011.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_61700.html
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_61700.html
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Lessons Learned 
 Pastoral households face structural difficulties to maintain an adequate size of 

livestock because they are unable to replace livestock lost during droughts. The 
costs to acquire and care for livestock have increased, exceeding capacities of 
vulnerable populations. All of this puts vulnerable populations in a permanent 
precarious situation where some can only survive by selling natural resources 
such as wood and straw or by working for big livestock owners (FEWS 2011). 

 Populations living in the outskirts of the agricultural zones and the desert are 
most confronted with economic shocks linked to natural hazards (OCHA 2011). 

 Evidence suggests that the targeting of food aid during past crises has been 
either non-existent or has focused on helping all those affected by drought rather 
than only poor households affected by drought (WB 2009). Although the need to 
support poor and food insecure households is substantial, safety net programs 
are small, receive limited Government funding, and are designed for emergency 
food crises (WB 2009).  

 Payment in-kind to agricultural laborers by middle-income and better-off 
employers is a key food source for poor and very poor households (SCF 2009). 

 The increasing frequency of droughts in the Sahel means that communities have 
not had time to recover from the last food crisis, to replenish household food 
stocks, or build up their herds of livestock (WFP 11/10/28).   

 Every year, over 3 million people are affected by food insecurity at a moderate, 
severe or extreme degree. The most affected households are the ones unable to 
stock food because of low income or production; female-headed and single-
parent households, living with limited income (from craft industry or wood selling 
for example), and/or households owning less than 3 cultivable hectares or less 
than two cattle heads (FEWS 11/10/31). 

 Main implications of the food crisis in food insecure households include: Diets are 
increasingly composed of cereal grains; Animal products are almost absent in the 
diet, posing a serious risk to nutrition; Poor households, even if they own land, 
are obliged to neglect their fields to work for wealthier families; Alternatively they 
migrate to other areas, to earn enough income to survive, greatly reducing their 
agricultural production. In crisis years, this problem worsens (SWG 2011). 

 
CaLP Cash and Voucher Technical Working Group (CTWG)  
 Since 2005, there has been an exponential growth in the use of cash transfers 

(CT) across the humanitarian sector in Niger (CaLP 2011). In 2010, up to 15 
different humanitarian agencies used CTs as a mechanism to help people cope 
with the food and nutrition crisis in Niger. The total households served with cash 
or vouchers in Niger in 2010 exceeded 165,000, or over 1 million people (7% of 
the population). 

 Cash transfer programming in response to the evolving food and nutrition crisis 
was made possible by sustained functioning of regional markets and commercial 
imports of surplus food from non-drought affected regions elsewhere in West 

Africa. However, although cash-based interventions have advantages over food-
based interventions, they are dependent on sound analysis and monitoring of the 
price and availability of goods on local and regional markets. Cash-based 
interventions are generally preferred if food is available on the local markets, 
distribution channels and marketing systems are functioning well, and there is 
little inflationary pressure (CGDEV 2008).  Given the low production of affected 
areas, specific attention to the Niger context must be taken into account. 

 CTs and vouchers in Niger are used as an alternative to food aid to cover 
entitlement gaps that arise from market price volatility and/or food and fodder 
production deficits. They are also used increasingly to support early recovery in 
pastoral and agricultural contexts. Because Niger is land-locked and highly 
dependent on imports there are clear cost-saving advantages to using cash 
compared to in-kind aid. 

 In February 2011 humanitarian actors in Niger established a Cash and Voucher 
Technical Working Group (CTWG). The CTWG includes participation of 
organization with experience in CT programming and those looking to start these 
programs: NGOs, UN, the Red Cross, Government institutions, local 
microfinance institutions and other interested parties. CTWG members meet 
once a month to share information, discuss challenges and solutions and 
coordinate on technical and policy issues related to CT programming, with a 
focus on the response to the humanitarian crisis in Niger (CaLP 2011). 

  

Key priorities  

Most affected areas (Refer to maps included in the following pages for better 
targeting at the department level) 

 Main severely food insecure regions, by priority order:  Tahoua, Tillabéry, Maradi, 
Zinder, Niamey periphery.  

 Food insecure areas with highest proportion of severely and moderately food 
insecure people, by priority order: Zinder, Tillabéry, Diffa, Tahoua, Niamey 
Periphery, Maradi and Dosso. 

 Areas receiving conflict affected population (Tillabéry region). 
 
Most affected groups 

 Women and girls, older people, female head of HH (ECB 12/01) 

 Severely food insecure households, pastoralist populations who have been 
unable to rebuild stocks and agro pastoralists communities 

 Returnees and communities hosting them 
 
Recommandations for intervention (GoN Cellule Crises Alimentaires 2012 ) 

 Provision of emergency food supplies, food imports, targeted food and cash 
transfer, cereal banks  

 Support agro-pastoralists with animal destocking  
 Cash for work and/or food for work, cash transfer 
 Water for agriculture (irrigation) and animals 

http://www.fews.net/ml/en/info/Pages/fmwkfactors.aspx?loc=2&l=en&gb=ne&fmwk=factor
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/fullreport_154.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/455876
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Niger_EB_2011_10_en_ext.pdf
http://www.groundswellinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/Pathways-to-Resilience-in-the-Sahel.pdf
http://www.cashlearning.org/downloads/resources/calp/country_profile_niger_web.pdf
http://www.cgdev.org/content/publications/detail/16679
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://www.cic.ne/IMG/pdf/plan_soutien_2012_7fev_VF.pdf
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The following charts and maps are based on the preliminary results of the Household food insecurity vulnerability study undertaken by the Governement of Niger in Nov/dec 
2011. 
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Key characteristics 
 Niger has the highest fertility rate in sub-Saharan Africa and access to 

reproductive health services and information is limited (UNPFA 2011).   

 Distance between health centres, especially in rural areas, transport costs, a 
preference for traditional healers, and concerns by male family members for 
women to visit unknown service providers has stymied access to and take up of 
health care (UNICEF 14/07).   

 Only 48% of Nigeriens have access to primary health care (WV 2007). Yet, the 
expansion of rural health posts is working to address this gap in care (UNICEF 
14/07).      

 

Morbidity and Mortality   
 Generally, meningitis and measles cases are reported during the dry season 

(October to May). During the rainy season (June to September), cholera, malaria 
cases and ARI are increasingly reported, as well as diarrhea. These diseases 
account for 93% of deaths in children under 5 years old, and constitute major 
aggravating factors for malnutrition (CAP 2012). 

 In 2010, <5 mortality was 143 per 1,000 live births, an improvement over the 
2000 rate of 217 per 1,000 (WB 2010).  However, one in six children die before 
their fifth birthday, and the country’s child mortality rate is the 11th highest in the 
world (SCF 2011). 

 Infectious disease are primary causes of mortality and morbidity. Meningitis, 
cholera, and measles are major contributors, with malaria the main cause of 
morbity and mortality in Niger for children under 5 years old and pregnant 
women. In 2011, 2,289,827 persons were diagnosed with malaria and 2,208 died 
(CFR 0,1%). This number is expected to rise in 2012 due to an interruption of 
funding available for malaria rapid diagnostic tests and treated nets distribution 
(CAP 2012). 

 Data from 2006-2009 indicates that 78% of households owned one treated bed 
net and only 43% of <5s slept under treated nets (UNICEF 2009). 

 Niger has witnessed a marked reduction in maternal mortality since 2000; in 
spite of this improve-
ment, it retains one of 
the highest rates in Af-
rica (UNPFA 2011).  
Maternal mortality in 
2009 was 650 cases 
per 100,000 (UNICEF 
2009). 

 Tuberculosis 
prevalence is at 328 
per 100,000 (WHO 
2011). 

 Meningitis: Niger has completed vaccination campaigns with the Meningitis A 
conjugate vaccine, hence cases have diminished. Concurrently, however, cases 
of Meningitis W135 have increased, accounting for more than 80% of meningitis 
cases throughout 2011. In 2011, 1203 cases were reported with 143 deaths 
(CFR 11,9%).  

 Measles: Before intensive measles control activities began in 2004/05, measles 
was a major cause of childhood death and disability. Since 2005, the number of 
cases/fatalities has decreased from 40,000 cases and 500 deaths in 2003 to 478 
cases and 4 deaths in 2006 (UNICEF 2006). Unfortunately, in 2011, this number 
rose again up to 10,543 cases after four months of interruption in the availability 
of vaccines, with a third of the cases occurring in persons above 15 years, which 
is unusual (CAP 2012, WHO epidemiological bulletin). 

 In January 2006, Niger was taken off the polio endemic country list, having 
successfully interrupted indigenous wild poliovirus transmission for 12 months. 
Since then, Niger has had cases of polio imported from northern Nigeria, but 
through adherence to international outbreak response protocols, Niger has 
prevented these polioviruses from re-establishing themselves. However, Niger 
will continue to be at risk until all transmission from Nigeria stops (PolioGEI 
2011).    

 HIV prevalence is 0.8% for adults aged 15-49 (UNICEF 2009), compared to an 
average of 2% in 12 regional countries, increasing to 3.6% in Nigeria and 3.4% in 
Côte d’Ivoire (UNAIDS 2011). Diffa region has the highest HIV rate at 1,7%. The 
propagation area is the south where risk behaviours are reported around the Lac 
Chad and Koumadougou (CAP 2012).  

 

Maternal & Child Health  
 Women have an average of 7.7 children (OCHA 2011). Rates of exclusive 

breastfeeding are overall low. Data from 2005-2009 indicate that only 10% of 
children <6 months were exclusively breastfed (UNICEF 2009), a decrease 
compared with 2006 data showing that 14% of children <6 months breastfed (INS 
2007). Data from the 2010 child survival survey shows an increase, with 27% of 
Nigerien mothers exclusively breastfeeding children <6 months (UNICEF 20/07). 

 National immunization of one year old children in 2009 included vaccination 
coverage of:  BCG 78%, DPT1B 82% and DPT3B 70%, polio 71%, measles 
73%, and HepB 70% (UNICEF 2009). Immunization of newborns against tetanus 
was 84% (UNICEF 2009). However, less than a third (29%) of all children 12 to 
23 months are fully vaccinated against tuberculosis, diphtheria, tetanus, polio, 
pertussis, and measles (INS 2007).      

 Nearly all Nigerien children aged 6-59 months have full vitamin A 
supplementation coverage (UNICEF 2009).   

 Overall contraception prevalence in country is 11% (UNICEF 2009).  Social 
norms and limited access to reproductive health services/information reduce use 
of modern contraceptives.  Among married women rates of use only increased 
from 4.6% in 1998 to 5% in 2010 (UNPFA 2011). 
 

Source: UNFPA 2011 

http://www.unfpa.org/sowmy/resources/docs/country_info/short_summary/Niger_SoWMyShortSummary.PDF
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_59227.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=who+country+profile+niger&ie=utf-8&oe=utf-8&aq=t&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&client=firefox-a#q=who+country+profile+niger&hl=en&client=firefox-a&hs=fxr&rls=org.mozilla:en-GB:official&prmd=imvns&ei=JsqvTuDlJMjHsgbZyeV7&sta
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_59227.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_59227.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/country/niger
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/niger.htm
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unfpa.org/sowmy/resources/docs/country_info/short_summary/Niger_SoWMyShortSummary.PDF
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.who.int/gho/countries/ner.pdf
http://www.who.int/gho/countries/ner.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/253815
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.polioeradication.org/Infectedcountries/Importationcountries/Niger.aspx
http://www.polioeradication.org/Infectedcountries/Importationcountries/Niger.aspx
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/regions/westandcentralafrica/
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://ochadms.unog.ch/quickplace/cap/main.nsf/h_Index/CAP_2011_Niger_FR/$FILE/CAP_2011_Niger_FR_SCREEN.pdf?openElement
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.measuredhs.com/Who-We-Are/News-Room/Niger-DHS-shows-some-improvements-in-child-health-but-maternal-health-remains-poor.cfm
http://www.measuredhs.com/Who-We-Are/News-Room/Niger-DHS-shows-some-improvements-in-child-health-but-maternal-health-remains-poor.cfm
http://reliefweb.int/node/427099
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.measuredhs.com/Who-We-Are/News-Room/Niger-DHS-shows-some-improvements-in-child-health-but-maternal-health-remains-poor.cfm
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unfpa.org/sowmy/resources/docs/country_info/short_summary/Niger_SoWMyShortSummary.PDF
http://www.unfpa.org/sowmy/resources/docs/country_info/profile/en_Niger_SoWMy_Profile.pdf
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 Only 17% of births take place in a health facility, and only a third of births are 
assisted by a trained health professional.  Assisted deliveries decreased from 
44% in 1998 to 33% in 2006. Three quarters of rural women give birth without 
trained professional assistance, compared to 21% in urban areas (INS 2007). 

 
Cholera   

 Cholera appears every year during the rainy season in the south, threatening 
around 83% of the total population (WHO 2009). Children are more vulnerable to 
cholera, as they dehydrate faster, and malnourished children are especially at 
risk (UNICEF 11/10/11). 

 In 2011, three major cross border cholera epidemic outbreaks were reported in 
West and Central Africa: the Lake Chad Basin (Chad, Cameroon, Nigeria and 
Niger), the West Congo Basin (DRC, Congo and CAR) and Lake Tanganyika 
(DRC and Burundi) (UNICEF 11/10/11). The region faced one of the biggest 
epidemics in its history with case fatality rates between 2.3% to 4.7% (UNICEF 
11/10/11). As of 10 December 2011, 2,443 cases of cholera were reported in 
Niger and 55 deaths (CFR 2,3%). 56% of affected population were female and ¾ 

were older than 15 years old (WHO Epidemiological bulletin, CAP 2012).  
 

Nutrition 
 The Demographic and Health survey in 2007 showed that roughly half of all 

children in Niger, and 61% of children age 12 to 47 months, were too small for 
their age (INS 2007). In 2009, one in three children <5 were either moderately or 
severely underweight. 12% were wasted and 46% stunted (UNICEF 2009). 

 Causes of malnutrition include: inadequate sanitation, poor public health and 
hygiene, and poor childcare practices such as delaying breastfeeding, the early 
introduction of water and semi-solid foods, and weaning with a nutritionally poor 
millet-based gruel (SCF 2009).   

 Access to free milk through livestock ownership significantly contributes to a 
healthy diet and reduces child malnutrition. However, access to milk is more 
difficult for the poorest households in the south of the country, which, together 
with the higher levels of poverty and sub-optimal feeding and weaning practices, 
helps explain the high levels of child malnutrition in the south (SCF 2009).   

 Fewer than half of all households consume iodized salt (46%) (UNICEF 2009). 

 Following a good harvest in 2010/2011, GAM among children <5 was 12.3% in 
June 2011, registering a decrease of more than three points (16.7%) from the 
last survey (June 2010) (UNICEF 11/07/20). SAM has also significantly 
decreased in the first half of 2011 and is standing at 1.9% against 3.2% in June 
2010 (UNICEF 11/07/20). GAM rate is higher for children aged 6 to 23 months 
(20,2%) than for children aged 24 to 59 months (8,3%). Boys are generally more 
affected than girls (GoN 11/07). 

 Children aged six to 23 months account for a large share of the nutritional burden 
with one in five children affected by GAM and 4.2% of them by severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM). These figures have dropped from June 2010 but remain well 
above those that prevailed in June 2009 before a food and nutrition crisis struck 
the nation in 2010 (GoN 11/07). 

 Despite an exceptionally good agricultural year, by the end of 2011, more than 
611,237 cases of SAM and GAM were reported in country (WHO epidemiological 
bulletin 11/12).Humanitarian organizations in Niger had expected to treat 200,000 
children in 2011 for malnutrition.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.measuredhs.com/Who-We-Are/News-Room/Niger-DHS-shows-some-improvements-in-child-health-but-maternal-health-remains-poor.cfm
http://www.afro.who.int/en/downloads/cat_view/1501-english/969-countries/1004-niger.html
http://reliefweb.int/node/452109
http://reliefweb.int/node/452109
http://reliefweb.int/node/452109
http://reliefweb.int/node/452109
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.measuredhs.com/Who-We-Are/News-Room/Niger-DHS-shows-some-improvements-in-child-health-but-maternal-health-remains-poor.cfm
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.savethechildren.org.uk/en/docs/Understanding_HE_in_Rural_Niger_low_res_comp.pdf
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://reliefweb.int/node/427099
http://reliefweb.int/node/427099
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=du%2028%20mai%20au%2028%20juin%202011%2C%20le%20gouvernement%20du%20niger%2C%20avec%20l%E2%80%99appui%20des%20agences%20des%20nations%20unies%20qui%20sont%20le%20fonds%20des%20nations%20unies%20pour%20l%E2%80%99enfance
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=enqu%C3%AAte%20nutrition%20des%20enfants%20de%206%20%C3%A0%2059%20mois.%20niger%2C%20mai%20%E2%80%93%20juin%202011&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fochaonline.un.org%2FOchaLinkClick.aspx%3Flink%3Docha%26d
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Current Situation 
 Shortages of food and services available through health facilities are 

discouraging mothers from accessing services at Integrated Health Centres 
(IFRC 11/07/27). 

 The harvest and pastoral season in late 2010 did not yield positive nutritional 
results for children; more than 15 children in 100 still suffer from acute 
malnutrition.  The Government of Niger has called on the international community 
to intensify mobilization efforts to curb alarming levels of child malnutrition and its 
structural and underlying causes (UNICEF 11/07/20). 

 A recent rapid assessment undertaken by ECB in Tillabéry and Diffa region 
reported that 100 % of communities assessed noted a serious problem with 
access to food because of lack of resources, as well as serious issues with the 
nutrition of children under 2 years old. Reasons mentioned included reduced 
breastfeeding by mothers (especially for agro pastoralists and riverine farmers) 
and lack of access to complementary feeding (ECB 12/01). 

 In 2012, UNICEF estimates a caseload of 413,000 severely acute malnourished 
children (Sahel strategy paper 12/02/15), 725,000 moderately malnourished 
(UNICEF 12/02/13, CAP 2012) and 177,000 acutely malnourished pregnant 
women. Among the projections for the eight countries affected by the food 
security crisis in Sahel, Niger account for the highest caseload. In case of 
deterioration of the food security, an increase in the prevalence of global acute 
malnutrition can be expected, accompanied by higher case numbers of common 
infectious diseases due to increased susceptibility of malnourished individuals. 

 As the supply of measles and other major vaccines have been short, the health 
cluster expects up to 12,000 measles cases in 2012 (CAP 2012). 

 An estimated 2,300 cases of Meningitis A are expected for 2012, more than 2/3 
of them in children under five (CAP 2012). 

 Cholera: Vibrio cholerae is the infectious agent of the cholera outbreak, which is 
spreading rapidly through the use of contaminated objects. The source of 
contamination is the Niger River, along with its tributaries and water pools. The 
water fetched from these places is used to cover all washing needs. Poor 
hygiene practices are also pointed as a factor causing the spread of the disease 
(IFRC 11/10/24). Between 25/01 and 20/02 of 2012 in Tillabéry region, 155 
cholera cases were reported. Local authorities fear a fast propagation of the 
epidemic with the massive arrival of Mali migrants (OCHA BIH 12/02/27). For 
2012, 2,500 cholera cases are forecasted in Niger in 27 Districts (CAP 2012). 

 

 
*Special thanks to the Information and Monitoring unit of the WHO in Geneva for sharing their 
valuable information 

 

 

 

 
Key priorities 
 
Most affected areas 

 Diffa, Maradi, Zinder, Tahoua, and Tillabéry region. Refer to Food security and 
nutrition data for priority departments. Targeting can also be based on the 
monitoring of admission in nutritional centres. 

 Urban areas of Niamey. 
 Populations dependent on the Niger River for their water sources. 
 North Tillabéry (Refugees and returnees from Mali). 
 
Most affected groups 

 Children <5, pregnant and nursing women, older people 
 Malnourished populations 
 Very poor and poor households, food insecure population 
 Migrants and refugees 
 
Recommendations for intervention 

 Mix of preventive, integrated and nutrition treatment measures. Active nutritional 
screening activities at the community level. Prevent further degradation of the 
nutritional status: Vitamin A supplementation, blanket feeding, etc. Follow up of 
the number of weekly admissions in the acute malnutrition management 
programme. Blanket feeding activities in areas where malnutrition prevalence is 
higher than 15 per cent and during the lean period. Regional and national nutrition 
coordination and monitoring systems. 

 Regular nutrition surveys using the Standardized Monitoring and Assessment of 
Relief and Transitions (SMART) methodology. Recommended period for surveys 
are June and October, but an immediate update of the June 2011 Nutrition survey 
is required to better target most affected areas. 

 Simultaneously addressing health, water, hygiene and sanitation needs, and the 
needs linked to care giving practices for children and women  

 Prevent and treat childhood diseases, specifically malaria, by distributing 
impregnated mosquito nets and anti-malarial drugs to people benefiting from the 
integrated acute malnutrition management programme. Additional funding for nets 
and tests are necessary. 

 On-going support and capacity building to the Niger health system. Monitor 
possible outbreaks. Mobile clinics in remote areas. 

 Provide emergency health services, especially in cholera affected (Tillabéry ) 
communities. 

 Medical care to migrants, returnees and refugees. 
 Ensure continued immunization, specially meningitis and measles. Consider a 

campaign. 
 Provide medication and care to persons with chronic illnesses. 

http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/10/MDRNE005pfr.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/node/427099
https://sites.google.com/site/evaluationconjointeniger/resultats
http://ochaonline.un.org/Default.aspx?alias=ochaonline.un.org/rowca
http://www.unicef.org/french/infobycountry/niger_61700.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
http://www.ifrc.org/docs/appeals/11/MDRNE009.pdf
http://ochaonline.un.org/niger/Bulletinshumanitaires/Rapportsdesituation/tabid/7737/language/fr-FR/Default.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/CAP_2012_Niger_FR.pdf
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Key characteristics 
Although 3/4 of Niger is covered by desert, the country has valuable renewable 
water sources including about 31 billion cubic metres of surface water, 2.5 billion 
cubic metres of groundwater in natural aquifers, and 2,000 billion cubic metres of 
non-renewable water. Only 20% of the renewable sources and almost none of the 
non-renewable source are being utilised (IRIN 2010). 

 

Access to improved water and sanitation 

 Nearly half of the population (48%) 
has access to improved drinking 
water sources (96% urban, 39% 
rural), the average of access to 
improved sanitation facilities is 9% 
(34% urban, 4% rural) (UNICEF 
2008).   

 Where there is no access to 
improved water sources, water is 
collected from unimproved wells, 
the Niger River, and standing 
bodies of water such as ponds 

(UNICEF 2006). Water shortages impact upon human, livestock and agricul-
tural needs (IRIN 2010). 

 64% of the rural population does not have access to safe drinking water. The 
water collection points and tools are contaminated with guinea worms, animal 
waste, bacteria and chemicals (USAID 2010; UNICEF 2006). 

 One in ten Nigeriens (7% urban, 10% rural) has access to an improved drinking 
water source more than 30 minutes away (UNICEF/WHO 2008).  

 Water-borne diseases account for 20% of <5 mortality (UNICEF 2008). 

 Overall, four of five infant and childhood deaths in rural Niger are linked to 
exposure to contaminated water, 
lack of hygiene, and inadequate 
sanitation (UNICEF 2006).  

 Cholera risk factors include 
poverty, lack of latrine use and 
dependence on the Niger River 
for populations living along the 
banks. The situation worsens 
when people use polluted water, 
ignore hygiene rules and defecate 
in the open air, what are main 
causes of cholera spreading 
(IFRC 11/10/24). 

Current Situation  
 Approximately 80% of the communities visited by ECB in Tillabéry and Diffa in 

January 2012 identified access to potable water a serious problem (73% in 
Tillabéry Region and 81% in Diffa (ECB 12/01). 

 Approximately two thirds of communities considered access to latrines a 
serious problem, with the problem being twice more prevalent in Tillabéry than 
in Diffa. 

 Overall, approximately 80% of groups stated that there had been no WASH 
programming in their communities in the last year (ECB 12/01). 

 64% of communities identified diarrhoea in children under five years old as a 
serious problem (ECB 12/01). 

 The principal source of potable water identified by the community groups was 
‘boreholes’, though in Diffa a third of communities listed ‘open or unprotected 
wells as their primary source of drinking water (ECB 12/01). 

 The three sub-groups identified by the community as most vulnerable to 
problems with water and sanitation are women, children and older people. The 
top three priorities identified for improving the water and sanitation conditions 
were the construction of boreholes, protected wells and latrines (ECB 12/01). 

 

Key priorities 
Most affected areas: 

 Cholera affected areas: Tillabéry, Zinder 

 Sites hosting population displaced from Mali and Nigeria 

 

Most affected groups: 

 Communities with minimal access to improved water sources and sanitation 
facilities 

 Households with poor hygiene practices living in high density areas   

 Migrating populations, conflict affected population 

 

Recommendation for intervention: 

 Increase access to safe drinking water, especially in rural areas 

 Distribute water treatment and water storage materials, i.e. purification tablets, 
disinfecting materials for latrines, and jerry cans 

 Provide water for migrating populations (human and animal) 

 Rehabilitate damaged and out dated water pumps/wells, maintain current 
pumps and other improved sources    

 Distribute WASH and hygiene items to cholera affected communities 

 Monitor the situation in non-cholera affected to enable quick response to 
cholera outbreaks and get prepared for next outbreak season (rainy season) 

 Hygiene education focused specifically on how to limit the spread of disease. 
 Provision of clean water and sanitation at feeding centres 

Source: WHO, 2011 

Source: WHO, 2011 

http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=89432
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_statistics.html
http://www.unicef.org/infobycountry/niger_31847.html
http://www.irinnews.org/report.aspx?reportid=89432
http://usaidlandtenure.net/usaidltprproducts/country-profiles/niger
http://usaidlandtenure.net/usaidltprproducts/country-profiles/niger
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Key characteristics 
 

Children 

 Children <15 account for about half of the country’s population (UNICEF 2010). 

 Most children live in rural areas with limited access to education; only 38% of 
children attended primary school between 2005 and 2009 (UNICEF 2009).  
Fewer girls attend school than boys (WV 2007). 

 Child labour is a major concern with 43% of children aged 5-14 years involved 
in some form of work.  Trading on the streets, girls are exposed to harassment 
and sexual abuse.   

 To earn a daily income children turn to prostitution. They frequently have little 
knowledge of HIV and other STDs, and limited means to protect themselves 
(UNICEF 2010).   

 32% of children are married by age 15 (INS 2007). 
 

Women 

 Niger’s rural women are among the country’s poorest people; they have little 
economic power, are almost entirely dependent on the land for their livelihoods, 
and their ability to access land depends on their relationships to male family 
members. If those relationships end due to death, marriage, or divorce, women 
risk losing their means of survival (USAID 2010). 

 Despite constitutional provisions for women's rights, traditional belief in the 
submission of women to men is deeply rooted in Nigerien women (Afrol). 70% 
of surveyed women cite it normal that their husbands, fathers and brothers 
regularly beat, rape and humiliate them (IRIN 2007). The frequency of the 
crimes and impunity granted to the attackers partly explain the broad social 
acceptance of it, activists say. Rape is increasingly common in Niamey (IRIN 
2007). 

 Many women are part of polygamous families, mothers traditionally have fewer 
rights over their children than fathers do irrespective of the laws in place to 
protect women’s rights (SCF 2010) 

 Niger is a source, transit, and destination country for children and women 
trafficked for forced labour and sexual exploitation (SCF 2011). 

 The rate of female genital mutilation (FGM/C) decreased by more than half from 
1998-2006, from 5.8% to 2% nationally (EDSN MIC III). However, in Tillabéry, 
Diffa and Niamey, FGM/C impacts about 66% of women (UNICEF 2009). 

 Fetching water for drinking, cooking, bathing and other uses is the responsibility 
of women and girls (UNICEF 2006). This interrupts girls’ education and 
adversely affects women’s health, contributing to low birth weights (UNICEF 
2006b). 

 
 

 

Human Rights 

 8,800 to 43,000 Nigeriens live under conditions of traditional slavery (SCF 
2011). 

 Widespread human rights abuses in the north of the country during 2007 were 
cited as a major human rights concern, including deliberate or indiscriminate 
attacks on civilians, especially in Tuareg communities (AI 2007). 

 

Land Rights 

 The 1993 Rural Code decentralizes land administration and allows for 
registration of customary land rights, but confusion over what rights can be 
registered, and the lack of capacity to manage land registration, has caused an 
increase in land disputes and increased risk that those with less power to assert 
claims, such as women and pastoralists, will lose land rights (USAID 2010). 

 In principle and under law, women and men have equal rights to land and other 
natural resources. However, in practice, rural women are among the country’s 
poorest people and their ability to access land depends on their relationships to 
male family members (USAID 2010). 

 

 Current Situation 
 

 Some 1.5 million Tuaregs have traditionally lived in Niger, Mali, Algeria, Libya 
and Burkina Faso. The Tuareg rebellions shook Mali and Niger in the 1990s 
and early 2000s, with a resurgence between 2006 and 2009, which caused 
tens of thousands of Tuaregs to take refuge in Libya.  Hundreds of armed 
Tuaregs from Mali and Niger who fought for the toppled Libyan leader Kadhafi 
have started to return to their home nations, security sources said, raising fears 
of conflict. Locals have expressed fear of these fighters since they left Libya, 
warning that their return with Libyan heavy weaponry might benefit Al-Qaeda in 
the Islamic Maghreb (AQIM), which originated in Algeria and operates in 
several countries (AFP 11/08/29). 

 Returns of Nigeriens from Libya and Côte d’Ivoire is deteriorating security 
conditions as well as disrupting the flow of remittances, an important source of 
income for families (FAO 11/08).  

 Both climate change and food insecurity are causes of inter-community clashes 
in Niger (UNHCR 2011). 

 Niger - now hosting some 24,952 refugees from Mali (UNHCR 12/03/12)  - is 

worried that its own Tuareg population may rise up in rebellion, inspired by the 
MNLA. A former rebellion in northern Niger led by the MNJ (Nigerien Movement 
for Justice), with links to the Malian Tuaregs, inflicted chaos in the north from 
2007 to 2009. Former fighters from the MNJ were among a convoy that arrived 
in northern Niger in September, bringing Col Gaddafi's son Saadi to safety 

(BBC 12/02/29, UNHCR 12/03/01). 
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 The GoN has raised concerns over a high concentration of weapons and 
possible heightened trafficking of arms in the region following the conflict in 
Libya (AFP 14/11). 

 Niger's Government warned its people they could be targeted by roving militias 
if they travel to Libya, as tensions rise between the neighbouring countries over 
Niger's refusal to extradite Muammar Gaddafi's son Saadi. Two Nigeriens were 
killed and eleven injured on February 24 in Libya when their vehicle overturned 
during a car chase in the desert, the latest incident of apparent attacks on Niger 
immigrants in the country, the Government said (Chicago Tribune, 12/02/26). 

 The radicalization of youth is of particular concern in the south, where 
interlocutors said that Boko Haram was already active in spreading its ideology 
and propaganda and, in some cases, had succeeded in closing down public 
schools (UN SC 12/01/18). 

 According to local authorities in Maradi, 4,200 people fleeing political troubles in 
Nigeria were hosted in Dan Issa commune early January 2012 (OCHA 
12/01/17), in the south of Niger. This number further increased to 10,000 
(OCHA, 12/02/10), mainly composed of Niger migrants fleeing violence and 
returning their communities. 

 Results of the ECB Joint assessment (ECB 12/01) in Tillabéry  and Diffa 

indicated that: 

o Approximately 10% of communities noted problems related to security have 
increased during the past month. 

o Related to Child Protection, approximately half (52%) of the communities 
visited acknowledged a serious problem related to children not living with 
their parents. Communities in Tillabéry reported this as a problem nearly 
three times as often as those in Diffa (67% vs. 27%). Related to Gender 
Based Violence, overall approximately 12% of communities identified 
physical violence against women and girls as a serious problem. 

o The average proportion of female headed households in the communities 
assessed was 21%. The average proportion of households headed by the 
elderly (over 65 years old) was 20%. 

o Overall 67% of communities stated that since the school year began in 
October, there has been an increase in numbers of children under 14 years 
old working more than four hours per day; both for boys and for girls. 
Domestic work was the primary task given to girls, and working in the fields 
and tending livestock were the primary tasks for the boys 

o The three groups identified by the communities as having the most 
vulnerable children were: Women headed households; Poor households; 
Households with many children 

o The top three priorities given to improve the security situation were:  
Increase the presence of military / police in the community; cash for work 
activities 

 

Key priorities 
 
Most affected areas 

 Tillabéry, Diffa, and Niamey 

 Communities hosting large numbers of returnees from Libya and Côte d’Ivoire 

 Areas hosting refugees from Mali 
 
Most affected groups 

 Women, children and other vulnerable persons including older persons, 
persons with disabilities, and minorities 

 Mali refugees, migrants and host communities 
 

Recommendation for intervention: 

 Identification of migrants 

 Safe access to conflict affected areas 

 Refugees are in need of adequate shelter, food, water and sanitation, 
healthcare and education. In addition, they need basic household items (NFIs) 
such as sleeping mats, mosquito nets, blankets and kitchen sets (UNHCR 
24/02). 

 Strengthen access to health services, especially for children and 
pregnant/breastfeeding women (UNHCR 14/02). 

 Increase security to avoid inter-community as well as host community/refugee 
tensions. Access to water through the provision of wells should be considered 
in order to reduce tensions (IRIN 29/02). 

 Complete the level 1 registration process in affected areas and hosting 
communities 

 Integrated programs for hosting communities 

 Establish site-specific referral pathways and ensure communities are informed 
of these services  

 Earmark locations within refugee camps for especially vulnerable households 
(child, female and older person), which are near services and protection  

 Ensure mainstreaming of protection issues in all activities across all sectors  
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Education 
 School drop outs in Tillabéry have increased recently due to the food security 

crisis and to population movement looking for job opportunities (OCHA 
12/01/30). This trend was confirmed by the joint assessment undertaken by 
ECB in Tillabéry and Diffa region in January 2012. Children are being pulled out 
of school and put to work to earn extra money for food, and some families are 
being separated as parents travel long distances in search of work (SC, 
12/01/30). 

 According to the Education authorities in Agadez, 344 children (165 boys and 
169 girls) stopped going to schools for reasons linked to food insecurity (OCHA, 
12/02/07). Also, 1,600 migrant children from Libya can’t access school because 
of language issues (OCHA 12/02/15). In Tahoua, 726 students (471 boys and 
255 girls) were reported dropping schools to follow their parents looking for job 
opportunity (OCHA 12/01/17). 

 Results of the ECB Joint assessment (ECB 12/01) in Tillabéry  and Diffa 
indicated that: 
o School aged children (under 18 years old) were reported to be engaging in 

early outmigration for work in 40% of communities (32% boys, 8% girls). 
o Just over half (52%) of the communities visited identified access to 

education as a serious problem. 
o About three quarters of the communities indicated that there was no feeding 

program in their primary schools. Of the quarter of communities with a 
school feeding program, 20% of the feeding programs had stopped. 

o 26% of communities reported a drop in primary school attendance over the 
last 30 days. The principal reasons given for decreased primary school 
attendance were: families have left the community in search of work; the 
school feeding program has stopped; children must work  

o The three groups identified by the communities as having the most 
problems with access to education were poor households and women 
headed households. The top three priorities to address decreasing primary 
school attendance were creation / revitalisation of school feeding programs, 
and construction of well-built classrooms. 

 As of 12/02/15, figures available through the Minister of Education on schools 
abandonment rate showed that Tillabéry, Maradi and Tahoua had the highest 
number of dropout from school. However, no complete data is currently 
available for Zinder, Niamey and Tahoua and those figures are expected to 
rise. No comparison was possible with previous years. 

 

 
 
 

Key priorities 
 
Most affected areas 

 Tillabéry, Maradi and Tahoua 

 All areas affected by severe food insecurity 

 Communities hosting large numbers of returnees from Libya and Côte d’Ivoire 

 Refugees camps 
 
Most affected groups 

 Students girls and boys, especially children from food insecure households, 
children from migrants and refugees 

 
Recommendation for intervention: 

 Preventive action to avoid drop out from schools (school and community 
gardens, IGA, school canteens, support to family livelihood, etc.) 

 Support integrated response to prevent population movements 
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Niger Natural Disaster Timeline 2000-2012 floods and droughts 
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more information, visit:  http://infoasaid.org   
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