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Highlights 

 A joint (Government, UN and NGO) needs assessment is ongoing in five districts. 

 ~16,600 buildings are reported destroyed or severely damaged 

 Urgent need for temporary shelter is reported.   
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Situation Overview 
On Saturday 10th September 2016, an earthquake of 5.9 magnitude hit North West Tanzania, at about 44 km from 
Bukoba town, on the western shore of Lake Victoria at around 15:27 local time (12:27 GMT).  The earthquake struck 
near Nsunga town at a depth of 40 kilometers. The tremors rippled as far as western Kenya and parts of Uganda 
where four people were killed and over a hundred buildings destroyed. 

 
A request for assistance was sent to the UN Resident Coordinator by the Government on the 15th September. The 
request covered support in the following areas: 

1) Participation of UN agencies and deployment of UNDAC team for Damage and Needs Assessment and 
strengthening of coordination mechanism; 

2) Provision of food, non-food items, shelter and medical services; 
3) And assistance in long term recovery and rehabilitation in building back better.  

Image 1 Source: Map Action 
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Humanitarian Impact 

 The earthquake has affected, to various degrees, five districts in the Kagera region. The most affected districts 
are Bukoba Municipality, Bukoba Rural, and Misenyi and to some extend Karagwe, Kyerwa and Muleba.  

 According to governmental figures the earthquake caused the death of 17 people, injuring 613.  

 Current estimates from Government on extent of damage report on 2,072 houses completely destroyed and  
14,595 houses severely damaged. 

 Most of the affected population are unwilling to leave the damaged/destroyed housed and have chosen to stay 
outside, with friends and familes or in sections of the house still habitable. 

 Host families are also indirectly affected by the earthquake.  

 Access to learning has been affected as schools have been damaged and destroyed as well as teachers and 
student being affected by the earthquake. Damaged schools in Bukoba Urban include: Kagemu secondary 
school in Kitendaguro ward where a total of 16 classrooms have cracks and 5 classrooms major damages 
rendering them unfit for use;  Kashenge primary school in Buhemba ward, where classrooms for pre-primary 
children and standard 3 have been damaged and rendering them unfit for occupation; Mugeza secondary 
school in Kohororo district with 21 buildings affected with 7 of them rendered unusable. 

 Provision of water have in general not been affected but there is an increased risk for hygiene conditions to 
worsen as an effect of the event. 

 

Needs 

 The field visits carried out by the joint assessment teams in the region have identified considerable needs for 
temporary shelters, including tents and tarpaulins as well as NFI. 

 Governmental figures estimate the needs for shelter are: 4,000 tents, 10,750 blankets and 18,050 bedsheets.  

 Approximately 80% of the buildings in the region are built using soil, stones and other poor quality materials, 
making them extremely vulnerable to other earthquakes. 

 Psychosocial support is needed for families and in particularly children, to handle the trauma caused by the 
earthquake, stress from secondary effects, as well as the fear of a new earthquake. Improved communication 
on potential risks needs to be provided to the affected population.  

 The preliminary findings of the field visits also show the need for schools repairs to allow classes to resume. In 
addition there is a need to conduct assessment from engineering experts to assess the safety of the buildings. 
 

Response 

 Since the start of the emergency, the Government has distributed the following items in: Bukoba, Misenyi, 
Karagwe, and Muleba: 80 cement bags; 24 cartons of soap; 90 bed sheets; 1,140 blankets; 650 mosquito nets; 
127 tents; 80 roof sheets; and 400 mats. 

 Several needs assessments have been carried out by partners responding to the emergency. Immediately after 
the earthquake, CARITAS Bukoba conducted rapid needs assessments in 14 villages in the following districts: 
Bukoba Municipal, Bukoba Rural and Misenyi. The needs identified are for shelters and NFI, as it is estimated 
that almost 500 families in these three districts are currently in spontaneous or makeshift settlements.  

 Plan international conducted needs assessments in the most affected districts and on 17 September they 
started implementing mobile child friendly spaces in in Bukoba municipalities, inside the Uyacho Orphanage 
Center and Hamugembe secondary school.  

 The Tanzanian Red Cross Society (TRCS) is supporting governmental authorities in providing emergency first 
aid and medical services to the injured persons, as well as management of the dead bodies. They participated 
in evacuation, search and rescue and provision of psychological support services. They are also continuing 
with rapid assessment of damages and needs in Bukoba and the rural areas. In the initial phase of the 
earthquake TRCS supported the most affected households with NFI’s, including 1,000 blankets for 333 
families, 500 buckets/jerry cans for 250 families and 50 first aid kits for about 500 people. The Tanzanian Red 
Cross Society is deploying two staff from the Regional Disaster Response Team who will provide support in 
logistics, shelter and psychosocial support. 

 IFRC launched their Emergency Plan of Action (EPoA) on 20th September targeting 5,000 people (1,000 
families) directly 5,620 (1,124 families) indirectly to be assisted. 

 Jhpiego, a health NGO based in Bukoba donated medicines and medical supplies to the Kagera regional 
hospital. 
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 A donation of 1 billion TSH was presented to the Prime Minister, Mr Kassim Majaliwa, on 20th September, as 
contributions for Kagera earthquake victims from contributions from public civil servants and public institutions 
and other stakeholders (The Citizen). 

General Coordination 

 An Emergency Operation and Coordination Center has been set up at the Regional Commissioner Office, with 
members from the Disaster Management Department (DMD) deployed from Dar es Salaam and Regional 
Office staff. A daily Regional Disaster Management Committee meeting is organized at the Regional 
Commissioner Office with the participation of all Districts Commissioners, as well as the members of the 
Regional Security Committee, Tanzanian National Red Cross.  

 A three-people UNDAC team, supported by one staff from MapAction, was deployed to support the national 
response and reached Bukoba on 18 September. The team is supporting the needs assessments exercise, as 
well as the Emergency Operation and Coordination center on coordination and information management with 
the production of maps and a 3W. 

 An interagency group composed by UN agencies (UNICEF, WFP, UNHCR, FAO, UNFPA,WHO), IOM and 
NGOs (Plan International, BRAC, Jhpiego) are working together in conducting needs assessments in support 
of the Government’s response.  

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mona Folkesson, Coordination Specialist, mona.folkesson@one.un.org, Tel: +255 685 701 789 
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