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Highlights 

 An earthquake with magnitude 5,9 and a depth of 40 km hit 
the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 
10th September. 

 17 persons reported dead, 253 injured and 53 still 
hospitalized. 

 840 buildings destroyed and up to 5,000 houses damaged. 

 No request for assistance received but Government 
appreciates support provided.  

 

17 
fatalities reported 

840 
buildings destroyed 

~5,000 
buildings damaged 

2  
schools remain 
closed 

5,9 
magnitude 

40 
km depth 

Situation Overview 
An earthquake with the magnitude of 5,9 (revised from initially reported 5,7) on the Richter scale, and at a depth of 
40km (revised from initially reported 10km) hit the border area between Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda on 10th 
September at 15:27 local time. The epicenter was to the east of the north-western town of Nsunga on the border of 
Lake Victoria and triggered a green GDACS alert. The earthquake is considered 7.99 on the Modified Mercalli 
Intensity Scale1 which is between very strong and severe. See footnote below for explanations. The earthquake also 
caused damages in Uganda, with at least 4 people killed and over a hundred buildings destroyed (The Observer). 
A stronger aftershock was felt in Bukoba at 22.15 on 11th September but there are no reports of further damaged 
caused by this. 

                                                      
 
1 MMIS scale : http://earthquake.usgs.gov/learn/topics/mercalli.php  

VII Very strong 
Damage negligible in buildings of good design and construction; slight to moderate in well-built ordinary structures; 
considerable damage in poorly built or badly designed structures; some chimneys broken. 

VIII Severe 
Damage slight in specially designed structures; considerable damage in ordinary substantial buildings with partial 
collapse. Damage great in poorly built structures. Fall of chimneys, factory stacks, columns, monuments, walls. Heavy 
furniture overturned. 
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The Prime Minister informed via media, that the Government appreciated support that was offered and arranged a 
pledging meeting on 13th September to receive support from international missions and private sector.  

Humanitarian Impact 

 Authorities report of 17 deaths, 253 injured and 53 still hospitalized. 

 840 buildings are reported destroyed (DMD) and regional authorities estimate up to 5,000 houses damaged, 
though degree of damage not verified.   

 Some displaced are provided with shelter with neighbors and friends while there are reports of people sleeping 
outside (TRCS). Total number of displaced not yet determined. 

 More damage on buildings in the rural areas vs urban areas are reported (Plan International).  

 Two persons killed by lightning in Misenyi district. 

 Two secondary schools remain closed and students are sleeping in the open.  

 Some damage on water pipes reported (TRCS). 

 Vaccination storage facility suffered minor damages but did not affect the cold chain of the vaccine. 

Needs 

 The acting Regional Commissioner estimate need for temporary shelter for 5,000 families; 5,000 mosquito 
nets; and 2,000 blankets. Estimated construction material for restoration of damaged family houses and public 
building of 90,000 corrugate iron sheets; 9,000 bags of cement; nails & timber. 

 Provision of advice on safety in damaged constructions (HelpAge). 

 Non-food items mentioned by partners include: blankets; mosquito nets; plastic sheets; medicine and psycho-
social support (none of items quantified). 

Response 

 Ministry of Health supported with orthopedic specialist from Bugando to support the treatment of injured.  

 Tanzania Catholic Relief Services initiated a rapid assessment and are in the process of providing plastic 
sheets, clothes, quilts, from the stock in Kibondo office. 

 Plan International sent three persons to Bukoba and have undertaken an initial assessment with a focus on 
children and education. They plan to initiate provision of psychosocial support. 

 Regional police presence to ensure safety and security.  

 TRCS have undertaken distribution of  blankets and mosquito nets. 

 REDESO have undertaken an assessment, the outcome not yet shared.  

 Lutheran Foundation present 

 UNHCR send two staff to visit the refugee facility in the region. 

 1,3 billion TSH pledged by private sector in support of the Government response at the meeting on 14th 
September 

 Private company pledge to undertake necessary repairs of the two closed schools within 30 days.  
 

General Coordination 

 UN arranged a coordination meeting with partners on 13th September to review the situation and discuss 
information sharing modalities. Information to be shared through the RCO and circulated to all partners.  

 Discussion ongoing with Government on UN support to undertake an inter-agency joint assessment together 
with the Disaster Management Department to inform the response planning.  

 No request for assistance have been received but Government appreciates support offered.  
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