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Overview - Persons of concern  

Persons of Concern as at September 2015 

Refugees  

Cameroon 58,220 

Chad 14,163 

Niger 105,583 (refugees and Niger returnees) 

Total 177,966 

IDPs  

Nigeria  2,150,451 (Government/IOM DTM) 

Cameroon 81,693 

Chad 68,434 (IDPs and Chadian returnees) 

Niger 50,000 

Total 2,350,578 

Funding situation 

All of UNHCR’s activities in the Lake Chad Basin region are coordinated by UNHCR’s Regional Refugee 

Coordinator for the Nigeria situation based in Dakar, Senegal and funded through the Nigeria Regional Refugee 

Response Plan (RRRP) launched in April 2015, advocating for the financial needs of 23 UN agencies and NGOs. 
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The Nigeria RRRP requested a total of USD 174,409,924 and has been funded up to 48% (as at 27 August 2015) 

so far. 

Key political and operational developments in the Lake Chad Basin  

After peaceful Elections in Nigeria in May 2015, and President Buhari’s commitment to address the root causes 

of the Islamist insurgency in Nigeria’s far north-east, the Multinational Joint Task Force (MJTF) pushed back the 

insurgents. However, the security situation has been steadily deteriorating in the past four months. As a result, 

the region has experienced hundreds of deaths and the internal displacement of additional tens of thousands 

of people in the Lake Chad Basin region. Also, since April 2015, local residents in the Lake Chad Basin have 

been evacuated or forced to leave and tens of thousands of Nigerians have been forcibly returned from 

neighbouring countries. UNHCR has been advocating with Governments to respect the prima facie refugee 

status for Nigerian individuals and is providing on an ad hoc basis humanitarian assistance to the tens of 

thousands of displaced in the Lake Chad Basin area.  

                                                             
1
 ACTED, ACF, HELP, IEDA, IMC, IRC, IRD, Karkara, LRC, Oxfam, Save the Children, SFCG, IOM, FAO, UNAIDS, UNDP, UNFPA, UNHCR, 

UNICEF, UNOCHA, UN Women, WFP, WHO 

 



2 

 

� In Nigeria, conditions in IDP sites are rapidly becoming dire, with urgent needs unmet in virtually all the 

sectors. There is limited access to IDPs, thereby reducing the protection space. The increased return of 

Nigerians from Cameroon and Chad, to Adamawa is impacting humanitarian activities and severely over-

stretching capacities. UNHCR co-leads the Protection Sector Working Group in Nigeria and has recently 

expanded its field presence in the north-east, to closely carry out protection monitoring together with its 

partners. 

 

� Diffa region, in Niger, has become more exposed to the insurgent threat and is hosting thousands of newly 

arrived Nigerian refugees from Damasak and Malam-Fatori, who settled in a number of spontaneous camps 

and host communities such as Gagamari, Chétimari and Assaga where there are severe shelter, water, health, 

education and food needs. Awareness-raising sessions are being carried out to properly inform those wishing 

to relocate from the settlements to the camps. In Diffa, an estimated 350,000 people are food insecure. The 

number of children admitted for the treatment of severe acute malnutrition has doubled compared to the 

same period last year. More than one in every four people is now displaced in Diffa. Despite being confronted 

with access problems, UNHCR together with its partners works with the Niger government to ensure 

protection for refugees and assists host populations, returnees, IDPs and refugees by providing water, shelter 

and non-food items (NFIs). 

 

� In Cameroon’s Far North region, local authorities have put a number of security measures into place, including 

banning iterant trade and closing main road axes. As a result, food insecurity has dramatically spiked in recent 

months, affecting one in every three people. Insecurity is undermining population movements and virtually 

every sphere of life. UNHCR coordinates humanitarian action on behalf of the UN and is concentrating on 

assisting Nigerian refugees hosted in Minawao refugee camp and advocating with the Government to open a 

second site. Minawao is over-crowded, hosting currently over three times the population it was designed for, a 

fact that is directly impacting on already challenging WASH conditions.  

 

In Chad, the army continued to evacuate populations from the Lake Chad Islands to make way for military 

operations aimed at removing the Boko Haram threat from the region. Huge populations have regrouped on 

the shores of the lake and further inland and have been assisted as much as possible by the humanitarian 

community and local authorities. As Chad hosts the seventh largest refugee population in the world, this latest 

wave of displacement has strained already dwindling resources. In 2015, some 350,000 cases of global acute 

malnutrition are expected in Chad. UNHCR, the humanitarian community and authorities are doing their 

utmost to assist the ongoing arrival of new refugees, Chadian returnees and tens of thousands of IDPs. 

Key points 

• With over 2.5 million people of concern, over 2.3 million of them being IDPs, UNHCR is closely 

coordinating with Governments and the humanitarian community in the Lake Chad Basin. Main issues 

of concern for all are food security, high malnutrition rates among host communities, IDPs and 

refugees and lack of water in Niger and Cameroon. 

 

• IDP figures may continue to increase as the registration exercise conducted by IOM and the 

Government continues to be expanded into other Nigerian areas in the north.  

 

• The security situation is deteriorating gradually and therefore drastically reducing the humanitarian 

and protection space. 

 

• The dynamics of the conflict are far from over and risk to provoke another major refugee crisis in the 

sub-continent, which may even spill over to Europe, if no durable solution is found to the Nigeria 

situation. 

 

• UNHCR operates with a 62% funding gap (UNHCR Supplementary appeal, where USD 114,530,270 had 

been requested), while the RRRP is 52% underfunded. 

  


