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UNHCR Presence      
Staff: 237 

54   International staff 

137 National staff 

259,145 
Central African refugees registered by 

UNHCR in rural areas in the East, 

Adamaoua and North regions, of which 

158,418 arrived since December 2013 

85,463 
Nigerian refugees in the Far North 

region (of which 62,033 have been 

registered at Minawao camp) 

191,908 
Internally Displaced Persons in 
the Far North region (sources: 
DTM by IOM as of January 
2017 and UNHCR protection 
monitoring Flash Updates) 

Population of concern Funding situation (including UNHCR’s regular 

country Programme). The operation is 3% funded (US$ 3.2 m 
received out of 94.2 m requested. The overall funding gap for 
UNHCR Cameroon amounts hence to US$ 91.0 m) 

 596,296 people of concern to UNHCR 

 
  By country of origin 
 
 

Country Total PoC 

CAR 259,145 

Nigeria 85,463 

Urban refugees* 
 

Asylum seekers 
 

IDPs 
 

IDPs returnees** 

20,488 
 

3,627 
 

191,908 
 

35,665 

Total 596,296 

         *Incl. CAR and Nigerian refugees living in urban areas 

         **Incl. 3,314 Cameroonian Nationals who returned from foreign countries 

 

UNHCR Presence      
Staff: 237 

54   International staff 

137 National staff 

46 UN Volunteers (11 International and 35 

National) 

 

 

Offices: 

7 offices: 

Branch Office – Yaoundé 

Sub Offices – Batouri, Meiganga and Maroua 

Field Offices – Bertoua and Djohong  

Field Unit – Douala 

 

2%

98%

CAR Situation 
UNHCR Cameroon 

budgetary requirements: 
US$ 55.5 million

28 Feb 2017 

Funded Unmet needs

0%

100%

Nigeria Situation 
UNHCR Cameroon 

budgetary requirements: 
US$ 38.7 million

28 Feb 2017 

Funded Unmet needs
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WORKING WITH PARTNERS 

UNHCR coordinates protection and assistance for refugees in collaboration with:  

 Government Partners: Ministries of External Relations, Territorial Administration and Decentralization, Economy, 

Planning and Regional Development, Public Health, Women Empowerment and Family, Social Affairs, Justice, 

Basic Education, Water and Energy, Youth and Civic Education, the National Employment Fund and others, 

Secrétariat Technique des Organes de Gestion du Statut des réfugiés.  
 

 Implementing Partners:, Africa Humanitarian Action (AHA), African Initiatives for Relief and Development (AIRD), 

Agence pour le Développment Economique et Social (ADES), CAMWATER, , Catholic Relief Services (CRS), 

FAIRMED, International Federation of the Red Cross (IFRC), InterSos, International Medical Corps (IMC), Lutheran 

World Federation (LWF), Plan International, Première Urgence - International (PUI), Public Concern and. 
 

 Operational Partners: ; ICRC, Adventist Relief Agency (ADRA), ASOL and Red Deporte, IEDA Relief, Action 

Contre la Faim (ACF), CARE International. 
 

 UN Agencies: WFP, UNICEF, WHO, UNFPA, UN Women, FAO, UNESCO, IOM, UNDP and OCHA. 
 

 Operational coordination: In accordance with the “Joint OCHA-UNHCR Note on Mixed Situations – Coordination 

in Practice” the responsibility to coordinate the overall humanitarian response in the Far North has been delegated 

to UNHCR. UNHCR sectors are utilized to deliver assistance to IDPs and other affected groups. All sectors are 

operational holding regular meetings. Each sector is led by a Government entity and co-led by UN agencies. There 

is also a bi-monthly UNHCR-chaired Multi-Sector Operations Team meeting in Maroua, bringing together more than 

40 humanitarian partners intervening in the region. 
 

The response for Central African refugees is managed in line with the Refugee Coordination Model. Sectorial 

groups have been established by UNHCR, covering the whole operational area. Local authorities have been very 

engaged in the management of the refugee operation. UN agencies and international NGOs have been 

instrumental in implementing activities for Central African refugees and host populations. 
 

At the capital-level, UNHCR leads the Multi-Sector Operations Team for the Refugee Response and the national 

Protection Working Group, and actively participates in other relevant humanitarian coordination mechanisms and 

the Humanitarian Country Team. 

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 

 In February, continued violence in the Central African Republic led to the arrival of 1,098 new Central African 

asylum seekers to Cameroon. Of this number, 693 individuals (281 households) arrived on 2 February in 

Mbaimboum in the North region, fleeing armed violence in Bocaranga and 405 arrived in the Cameroonian localities 

of Yamba, Damisa, Ngolo and Ngaoui from Bouzou and De Gaulle in CAR. They have all been registered and 

provided with assistance and protection. The situation of Central African refugees is becoming increasingly worrying 

in a context where humanitarian assistance funds are constantly declining and a return perspective is uncertain 

given the security situation in the country. 

 The security situation in the Far North region remains unpredictable as the recent military sweep of the Sambisa 

Forest by the Nigerian army led Boko Haram fighters, once settled there, to disperse villages within Nigeria but also 

Cameroon. In February, 261 individuals (120 households) new arrivals were registered at Gourounguel transit 

center. They report having come from IDP camps in Mubi, Maiduguri, and Abuja in Nigeria, and from the 

Cameroonian localities of Zelevet, Mora, Bogo, Kashimri, Double, Tchakarmari, Guider and Yagoua in the Far North 

region, where they had previously found refuge, but where some are now fleeing insecurity, difficult living conditions 

and a wish to be reunited with family members in Minawao camp. 

 The World Bank, jointly with the representatives of the Ministries of Territorial Administration and Decentralization 

(MINATD) and Economy, Planning and Regional Development (MINEPAT), African Development Bank and 

UNHCR, undertook a diagnostic mission in Cameroon between 20 February and 3 March. The two-week mission, 

which was facilitated by UNHCR, took place within the context of their International Development Assistance (IDA) 

sub-window with a view to increasing incentives for governments to support refugees and host communities, as part 

of the 18th replenishment of IDA. Cameroon is among 12 pilot countries that have been selected to potentially 

benefit from an additional allocation from the sub-window for refugees which is designed to focus on 

programmes uniquely benefiting refugees and refugee hosting areas. The mission was very timely as the diagnostic 



UNHCR Factsheet | Cameroon | February 2017 
 

 

tool will also feed into the UNHCR-co-led pillar on forced displacement, protection and security under the joint UN-

EU-WB Recovery and Peacebuilding Assessment (RPBA). The mission visited CAR refugee hosting areas between 

20-25 February and the Far North between 27-28 February. The mission evaluated the needs of local populations 

and refugees in host areas. 

 The Oslo Humanitarian Conference for Nigeria and the Lake Chad region took place on 24 February with the 

participation of more than 40 countries, the UN, regional organizations and civil society. At the end of the 

conference, humanitarian partners agreed to scale-up their response to reach the most vulnerable and to seek 

durable solutions for the displaced populations. Fourteen donors pledged a total of $ 672 million in new money in 

order to respond to the Lake Chad crisis for the next three years.  

 UNHCR and WFP organized a joint donor briefing on 14 February regarding the critical food ration cuts for Central 

African refugees. Efforts to continue sustained food assistance have been jeopardized by severe lack of funding, 

which has forced WFP to drastically reduce food support to 156,000 CAR refugees by 50 percent since October 

2016, which provides far below the minimum daily 2,100 kilocalories. Since July 2017, WFP and UNHCR have been 

regularly informing partners about the incoming shortfall and the need for urgent additional resources.  The cuts in 

assistance will continue until new contributions are received to enable WFP to replenish its stocks and restore the 

full rations. The humanitarian community and the Government of Cameroon remain deeply concerned about the 

negative impact of the food assistance cuts, which has put the affected population, especially women and children, 

in a highly vulnerable situation, increasing their exposure to food insecurity and malnutrition and resulting in 

immediate detrimental effects on school attendance and increasing the protection risks. WFP needs an additional 

US$ 16 million to cover assistance for the year, of which US$8 is urgently needed to fill the most critical gaps up to 

July and avoid a complete break in assistance. 

MAIN ACTIVITIES 

Food security: 

 As part of food assistance through cash transfer operations, the Cash Based Transfer (CBT) program was launched 

respectively in the sites of Timangolo and Lolo in the East Region on 19 and 22 February. In Timangolo, the 

operation will benefit nearly 2,000 households; 1,730 have already received phones and sim cards. Nearly 4,000 

households are targeted in Lolo and 3,582 have already received the necessary items. Beneficiaries will receive 

half amonthly ration of XAF 4,400 ($ 7.50) per person as a result of the 50% ration cut due to the funding crisis 

faced by WFP. Recommendations were made on improving network coverage, training refugees on the use of 

mobile phones and conducting the process and monitoring operations. 

Access to energy: 

 The Government of the Republic of Cameroon, through the Ministry of Water and Energy, has pledged XAF 231 

million ($ 373,000) in its 2017 Public Investment Budget for the electrification of Minawao camp. A team from the 

regional delegation of the ministry visited the camp on 23 February to assess the site. The electrification of the 

camp through this budget will be done through a call for tenders awarded by the Ministry of Public Works. This 

support from the Cameroonian Government will help reduce the gap in access to energy for the refugee population. 
 

Documentation: 

 The biometric verification and registration exercise for Central African refugees and asylum seekers living in the 

regions of East, Adamawa and North is ongoing. A total of 8,110 individuals (4,297 women and 3,813 men) were 

verified during the reporting period in the localities of Mandjou, Libongo, Yola and Batouri in the East region, and in 

Garga Limbona, Boforo, Bindiba and Borgop in the region of Adamawa. A total of 137,202 refugees (72,598 women 

and 64,604 men) have been biometrically verified since the beginning of the operation in February 2016. The 

verification and registration exercise aims to ensure better protection and assistance of refugees by verifying and 

updating their profiles, including information on specific needs, and by registering all refugees based on biometric 

information. 

 

 

UNHCR is grateful for the generous contributions of donors who have given unearmarked and broadly earmarked 
contributions to UNHCR in 2016 as well as for the following donors who have directly contributed to the operation:  

Belgium | Canada | EU | France | Italy | Japan | Republic of Korea | Spain (private) | United States of America 
| United Kingdom | UN Prog on HIV/AIDS  

Contacts: 

Kabami Kalumiya, Associate External Relations Officer,  kalumiya@unhcr.org, Tel: +237 222 20 29 54 

Raïssa Touraire Ngou, Reporting Assistant, ngou@unhcr.org,  

Links: http://data.unhcr.org/car -http://data.unhcr.org/NigeriaSituation 
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