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Challenged by the weather, tough living conditions and 
culturally challenging environment, women in Akroum, 
Akkar, in North Lebanon, grasp the biggest offered 
opportunity so far as they say: a women-empowering 
workshop.

Supported by the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” 
project and funded by the German Ministry of Economic 
Cooperation and Development through KfW, the Akroum 
socio-cultural committee organized a tricot and sewing 
workshop in Qenieh municipality, from January until March 
2016, gathering over 130 Lebanese and Syrian women 
from the seven villages of Akroum.

From the committee’s perspective, empowering local women 
will reinforce social stability and activate a positive cultural 
exchange between the Lebanese host communities and 
Syrian displaced.

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH LOCAL LEADERS

03

Lebanese and Syrian Women of Akroum 
Sewing New Friendships 

Lebanese and 
Syrian Women of 
Akroum Sewing 
New Friendships 

Committees were established together by local authorities 
and local actors, under the supervision of municipalities in 
different areas of the South, the North and the Bekaa.
As a result of a long process of support offered by the UNDP 
“Peace Building in Lebanon” in partnership with “BRD - 
Beyond Reform and Development” and with the financial 
support of the Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the EU through UNHCR, these committees 
were able, since September 2014, to address the existing 
challenges as well as those caused by the impact of the 
Syrian crisis on host communities.

In this context, “Mechanisms for Social Stability (MSS)” 
were designed based on the analysis of local conflicts and 
the specificities of each region, which led to the creation 
of these structures.

Based on the human rights and conflicts monitor that was 
developed by the committee as part of the MSS, the 
committee has tracked some problems in the area. 
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Sarafand Locals Run 
for “Forgiveness 
and Love” 



The Sarafand committee, supported by the UNDP “Peace 
Building in Lebanon” project, announced the start of the 
run at 9:00 am with a big number of participants. 

Participants from different age groups, nationalities and 
areas were excited to run the “Forgiveness and Love” titled 
marathon which was a big success. 
The socio-cultural committee showed great commitment 
and skills in organizing and leading this successful activity 
experience, in coordination with the civil defense, local 
organizations, scouts, schools and the municipal council.
Dalal Siblini, the committee coordinator said: “We, as a 
committee, were able to invite all village parties and actors 
to participate in the marathon in order to spread happiness 
among people.”
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On December 27th, 2015, thirty six Syrian and Lebanese 
kids spent together one of the most memorable nights 
dancing, singing, playing and talking around a fire camp.
This night concluded a two-day camp organized by the 
cultural and social committee of Mashta Hassan and Mashta 
Hammoud in the Balamand university in Akkar.

For committee organizers, the camp aimed at creating a 
strong bond between Lebanese and Syrian kids in the area, 
and eradicating as much as possible any kind of 

discrimination, through educational, outdoor and ice 
breaking activities.

Kids were sensitized on the importance of hygiene in their 
daily lives and were introduced to several topics such as 
photography, medicine, law, cooking and engineering.
At the end of the camp, winter clothes and school stationery 
were distributed to the participants.

“This activity came as a result of the monitor, targeting 
traced issues. We found some alarming difficulties facing 
Lebanese and Syrian women due to intermarriages between 
Lebanese and Syrians and polygamy,” explained Khaled 
Nohman, socio-cultural committee coordinator. He added, 
“We succeeded at gathering Lebanese and Syrian resident 
women from Akroum, in one place, learning one thing 
together. This gave them the space to exchange positivity, 
experience and accept each other as a first step.”

Speaking of the challenges that faced the committee during 
the preparation of the workshop, Ahmad Hassan, socio-
cultural committee member clarified: “At first, only few 
women registered. But now the number of participants 
exceeded our expectations! Thanks to the help of our 
volunteers in spreading the word, we see new faces every 
day. This shows eagerness and excitement for this kind of 
activities here.” 

In the 5th session of the training that took place on January 
17, 2016, the enthusiasm was still going strong. The training 
room was bursting with repetitive sounds of sewing machines 
and scissors, happy colors of wool rolls, and positive energy.
“I am so happy to be out. I am 60 years old and still learning 
new things while making new friends,” said Jamileh 
Rahmoun, Syrian participant from Mounseh. “I want to be 
part of this community and participate in activities rather 
than isolate myself.”

For Naima Ali, a Lebanese participant from Qenieh, she 
believes that even if today’s training focus was on tricot 
and sewing - which may sound very basic to some - her 
town needs such initiatives. She said that they suffer from 
a bad economy, and this will contribute to satisfying the 
needs of families, adding that these sessions were also an 
opportunity for them to meet, “When we get to know one 
another, violence finds no place among us.”

The session ended with an awareness raising lecture on 
Human Rights facilitated by Ministry of Social Affairs’ 
Regional Coordinators Hassan Traboulsi and Alia Chaaban. 
Future sessions will tackle topics like Hygiene, Health, 
Family and Children.

Chaaban told the participants that the committee of Akroum 
is a great opportunity for women to reach out for their rights, 
inviting them to embrace this training and make use of it 
in their personal lives.

On another note, Traboulsi demonstrated to the participants 
the principles of Human Rights, from basic good living 
conditions to education and peace.

After the lecture, Nada El Zein, a Lebanese participant 
from Kfartoun, said “Women in our area don’t have access 
to their rights. Luckily, the committee gave us this chance 
to attend a Human Rights lecture, for the first time reaching 
women who aren’t aware of what they can do and how 
much they can provide to their societies on the social, 
economic and personal levels. 

The committee promises to initiate more activities and 
target more monitored problems in order to contribute to 
social stability and peace.

Lebanese and Syrian Kids Together Reject 
all Kinds of Discrimination

As a result of a long process of support offered by the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” in partnership with “BRD 
- Beyond Reform and Development” and with the financial support of the Department for International Development 
(DFID) and the EU through UNHCR, these committees were established together by local authorities and local 
actors, under the supervision of the municipalities, to address the existing challenges as well as those caused by 
the impact of the Syrian crisis on host communities.

The training room was bursting 
with repetitive sounds of 
sewing machines and scissors, 
happy colors of wool rolls, and 
positive energy

Sarafand Locals Run for “Forgiveness and Love” 

On a first of its kind day in the Southern town of Sarafand, 
a marathon/carnival took place on February 28th, 2016. 
After the past successful kermes organized by the socio-
cultural committee of Sarafand, which was established as 
a result of the Mechanism for Social Stability (MSS)  process 
launched last year, during “Adha” holidays, it was time for 
a sporty event to launch the first month of Spring.
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Wadi Khaled and Akroum Local Actors 
Trained on Managing their Newly Established 
Unions of Municipalities

Coming to Cheqqa  from the different villages of Wadi Khaled 
and Akroum, 40 mayors, council members and local actors 
were eager to participate in a two-day workshop organized 
by the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project on the 
26th and 27th of February  2016.

Participants were trained on the administrative and financial 
management of their newly established Unions of 
Municipalities. This activity is funded by UK DFID.

“The mayor can decide on establishing public schools in 
his town, souks, playgrounds and museums. He can also 
lead on recruiting and designating employees in the 
municipality. Municipal council can vote on these decisions, 
either approving or disapproving,” explained trainer Nabil 
Khabbazi, talking about the rights and duties of the mayor 
and the municipal council among several other topics.

“Can the municipal council help and offer services to people 
residing outside the village?” wondered one of the 
participants who received a very accurate answer from the 
trainer and different suggestions from his colleagues.

For the participants, this training was an opportunity 
to openly discuss their concerns, share experiences, 
and ask many pending questions related to the 
financial, administrative and legal status of the 
municipality and the union.

“We enjoyed receiving new and updated information 
and sharing it with any participants who didn’t have 
enough information about these topics. Highlighting 
such topics is essential at this stage,” said Dr. Bassam 
Khalifeh, Mayor of Al Amayer municipality in Wadi 
Khaled. Mayor Fadi El Assaad, from Wadi Khaled 
municipality, also stressed on the importance of such 
trainings saying that he was very interested in the 
financial and administrative management topic.

Between 2012 and 2015, the project assisted the 
8 municipalities of Wadi Khaled through building 
their skills in crisis management and conflict 
resolution, which led to their agreement on 
establishing the Union of Wadi Khaled 
Municipalities, considered as the main tool for 
crisis management and social stability, as well as 
the development of “The Wadi Khaled Development 
Declaration.”
In parallel, the project also supported the 
municipalities of Akroum in developing a 
mechanism for crisis management and social 
stability, which also led to the establishment of 
the Union of Akroum Municipalities. Both Unions 
were officially approved upon by the Lebanese 
Council of Ministers in February 2016.

Basma Farhat, vice-mayor of the Sahleh municipality from 
Akroum, was the only woman participating in this training. 
Basma gave her full attention to the session given by Mrs. 
Alia Chaaban, Ministry of Social Affairs’ regional coordinator 
on the local development strategies and methodologies.

“Initiating the sense of local participation and communal 
work is very important,” said Chaaban who explained to 
the participants the importance of local development in all 
its aspects; from planning, to involving the community and 
executing projects. “It is time that municipalities open 
discussions with the community and get them involved in 
the municipality planning,” concluded Chaaban.

On Lebanon’s northeast borders adjacent to Syria, around 
400 participants coming from the 8 towns of Wadi Khaled, 
Al Hisheh, Khat Al Petrol, Bani Sakhr, Mqaybleh, Jermnaya-
al Rama, al Amayer-Rajm Issa and al Fard have witnessed 
the declaration of the Wadi Khaled Union of Municipalities 
on March 10th, 2016.

It was a special day for the mayors of these communities 
who have also announced, in addition to the birth of the 
Union of Wadi Khaled municipalities, the launch of the 
“Wadi Khaled Development Declaration”. This was done 
in the presence of Akkar Governor, UNDP Country Director, 
several tribal and religious figures, political figures, 
representatives of different UN and International 
organizations and local actors from Akkar. 

Since 2012, and with the aggravation of the crisis in Syria, 
the number of displaced Syrians arriving to Wadi Khaled 
began to escalate until the number of residents doubled. 
Consequently, the newly established Wadi Khaled 

municipalities that had been already struggling to place the 
region on Lebanon’s development map after years of neglect 
and dereliction, found themselves facing an even greater 
challenge. With the support of the UNDP “Peace Building 
in Lebanon” project and funded by DFID, after a long 
process of consultations and discussions, these 
municipalities were able to publish their own Development 
Declaration calling for enhanced cooperation with concerned 
authorities, the media, and international donors. 

Wadi Khaled mayor, Mr. Fady Al Assaad explained that the 
Union is now determined to work on alleviating poverty and 
deterioration of services. He also thanked the UNDP for 
offering the right developmental approach to the area 
especially by implementing important water and irrigation 
canals and sewage system. Mayor Assaad explained that 
the newly established municipalities have relentlessly been 
working on responding to the development challenges while 
at the same time coping and hosting thousands of Syrians 
who have fled the war in neighboring Syria. 

Commenting on the important number of diverse participants 
present in the launch event, Mr. Luca Renda stressed on 
the values of unity and humanity that Wadi Khaled proved 
to the world and expressed how proud UNDP is being a 
partner.

“UNDP has long worked in Wadi Khaled and has established 
strong links and relations with the people of this region. We 
have long stood by Wadi Khaled prior to the crisis in Syria 
and are committed to continue our support through it” said 
Renda stressing once more on the commitment of UNDP 
to doing this in full partnership with the people of Wadi 
Khaled and the Lebanese Government institutions namely 
the Ministry of Social Affairs, and the Ministry of Interior 
and Municipalities who share our views towards developing 
this region”. 

“The Wadi Khaled Development Declaration”
Transforming Crisis into Developmental Opportunities
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The Social Stability Context in Nabatieh 
and Bint Jbeil Qaza

Local Actors Commit to The Good 
of their Communities

The conflict analysis report “the social stability context in 
Nabatieh and Bint Jbeil Qaza’ analyzes the social stability 
context in the Nabatieh governorate, a sparsely populated 
religiously and political homogenous area which hosts a 
small number of Syrian refugee. 

The highly securitized border area is economically dependent 
on migrants’ remittance and agriculture, with a few small 
Industries.  The area is largely dominated by the strong 
presence and popularity of a limited number of actors, 
namely Hezbollah and the Amal movement and the security 
apparatuses, with a few secular and nationalistic parties. 
Although relatively stable, the report elaborates on sources 
of tension with the Syrian refugee population in the area 
particularly given Hezbollah’s involvement in the Syrian 
conflict. At the security and political level, harassment and 
attacks on Syrian refugees and disrespect of their freedoms, 
either because of their perception as a threat of terrorist 
attacks or in retaliation to events in Syria is the major concern 
locally, while opportunities for reporting of these assaults 
and their fair management are limited. An ambiguous and 
bureaucratic national level policy on the residency of Syrian 
refugees is feeding discriminatory attitudes and further 
weakening the refugee population.These issues and 
dynamics are experienced against a backdrop of solidification 
of support for Hezbollah locally because of the rise of 
fundamentalist militant groups and desire of marginal 
groups to appease the party. The report recommends the 
prioritization of rights based support and protection of the 
refugee locally, by local actors and national government 
alike, and the investment in improved relationships by 
supporting longer term development projects for Syrians 
and Lebanese alike. 

With the generous support of DFID, this report was written 
by Muzna Al-Masri, as part of a conflict analysis consultancy 
for UNDP Peacebuilding in Lebanon Project to inform and 
support UNDP programming, as well as interventions from 
other partners in the frame of the Lebanon Crisis Response 

UNDP’s effort in conflict prevention is dedicated to 
supporting national and local structures and leaders in their 
determination to stop violence, manage conflicts, and take 
part peacefully in political transitions and rapid change 
processes.

The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project contributes 
to reaching coherence on sensitive issues, mitigating 
ongoing tensions and nurturing breakthroughs in political 
difficulties at the national and local levels by supporting 
national dialogue initiatives, local social stability committees, 
and peace-building activities.

For this reason, the project in partnership with its consultants 
around the country, funded by Norway and UKDFID has 
developed Mechanisms for Social Stability (MSS) in North, 
Bekaa and South Lebanon.

Key actors from Lebanese villages were selected to assess 
and analyze conflicts and source of dispute. Those actors 
have the space and freedom to suggest solutions, projects 
and ideas in forms of structures to face local challenges.

In Bekaa, the conflict analysis workshop took place from 
December until January 2016 with the participation of 47 
members from 8 different villages in North and Central 
Bekaa (Kfarzabad, Hawch Barada, Riyaq, Mikseh, Qob 
Elias, Talya, Baalbek, and Ali Nahri). 

On the other hand, the process  in North Lebanon gathered 
members from Akkar Valley, Tal Abbas, Tall Me’yan, Tall 
Hayat, Hissa, Menieh, Sir Donieh, Deir Amar, and Asoun.
While in the South, the villages involved 24 members from 
Choukine, Ibl El Saqi, Kfarouman, Kfarchouba and 
Marjeyoun from the Nabatieh District.

The main goal of these workshops and retreats is to validate 
publically the findings of the conflict analysis and confirm 
the identified problems from all parties, no matter how 

Plan (LCRP). This report is the first of a series of four 
successive reports, all targeting specific areas of Lebanon 
which have not been covered by previous similar research. 
Through these reports, UNDP is aiming at providing quality 
analysis to LCRP Partners on the evolution of local dynamics, 
highlighting how the local and structural issues have been 
impacted and interact with the consequences of the Syrian 
crisis in Lebanon.  

difficult it may be to admit the core conflict causes in one’s 
community. This shows real conviction and a strong belief 
in change which leads to a foundation for the following step 
“Mechanisms Development” designed to solve common 
problems in those areas and define clusters. 

“The challenges that we are discussing here are things that 
we have testified in our own municipalities. The skills we 
are learning are ones that will strengthen our abilities to 
face these challenges. Being here, coming from the different 
backgrounds: political, sectarian, religious, etc… has allowed 
us to get to know each other, and see that the ‘other’ is not 
a monster. In fact, we have seen that we love each other. 
Now I know that when I go to other villages, I will be able 
to say ‘I have a brother, a sister, a father, a friend in that 
village’. I suggest that we stop listening to the fears that they 
[political leaders] install in us.” Ali Shahla, member of Kfar 
Zabad municipality and head of a cultural club.

For Mohamad Daher, local actor from Kfarouman, being a 
participant in the retreats with the Peace Building project 
as an individual, and after spending two days with 
representatives from different villages, he now considers 
himself as a responsible partner, committing and initiating 
activities for the good of his community.

CONFLICT MAPPING AND ANALYSIS

The report recommends the 
prioritization of rights based 
support and protection of the 
refugee locally, by local actors 
and national government alike, 
and the investment in improved 
relationships by supporting 
longer term development projects 
for Syrians and Lebanese alike

Key actors from Lebanese 
villages were selected to assess 
and analyze conflicts and source 
of dispute

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH LOCAL LEADERS



PEACE BUILDING THROUGH EDUCATION

10 11

Aspects of Conflicts Discussed and Debated 
in Mount Lebanon Schools

In the Iskandar Rizk public school, perched on the top of 
the quiet village of Ashkout in Mount Lebanon, 50 students 
reflected on the meaning of “conflict”.
“What are the aspects of conflict in our society?” asked the 
trainer from the Knowledge Development Center (KDC).
Students actively answered the question: “It is violence 
between students, parents and teachers, between parents 
and administration, and between students themselves 
sometimes due to differences in nationality, social class or 
language…”

For around one hour, students coming from different 
backgrounds were able to express their point of view 
regarding types of conflicts at home, in school and in society. 
In a very relaxed and fun atmosphere, they also tried to 
showcase what they have discussed in a playback theatre 
around violence and dealing with a specific conflict.

Speaking about the session, Fadia Raad, a 14 year-old 
student, said that she loved it and admired the participation 
and interaction of her classmates. “I discovered that no 
matter how we are facing several types of violence, we all 
share the same opinion regarding conflict and we stress 
on the need to resolve it.” 

Her friend Rebecca Yaacoub, a 13 year-old student, said 
that this is the first time students are exposed to this type 
of activities. “We are openly discussing the topics related 
to conflict, violence and disparities and this is making us 
feel concerned and responsible.”

Michel, a 14 year-old student, wanted to participate in the 
task force because he himself experienced domestic 
violence and discrimination. “I want to help my classmates 
to survive any type of conflict and stereotyping,” he 
explained, adding that he wants to work on a better and 
violence-free environment at school. For him, this will help 
establish a better flow of communication between students, 
parents, teachers and administration.
 

Funded by Norway, this sensitization session is 
organized by the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” 
project in partnership with KDC. The Iskandar Rizk 
school is one of 15 public schools in Mount Lebanon 
where the violence-free school initiative is implemented 
with the aim of integrating peace building into formal 
and non-formal educational channels in public schools.
The violence-free school initiative is established through 
training and raising awareness of school principals, 
students, teachers and parents on the concept of peace 
building and dealing with conflicts in a non-violent and 
non-discriminatory way. Representatives from every 
community will work as a task force and agree on a 
code of conduct for a violence-free school and develop 
related projects at the end of the year.

 During the last academic year 2014 - 2015, the project 
carried out successful interventions in 15 intermediate 
public schools in Bekaa and 11 public schools in Beirut 
Southern Suburbs. 

The Violence-Free Schools Initiative 
Reaches Students of Aramoun

The UNDP “Peace building in Lebanon” project through public educational channels in 
cooperation with the Ministry of Education, aims at integrating peace building and violence-
free concepts in school environments. The project recently targeting Mount Lebanon, 
visited Aramoun’s Hariri Intermediate public school.
The violence-free schools activity is applied through sensitizing active committees formed 
of school principals and teachers, students and parents in order to get their by in on a 
behavioral code of conduct and the development and implementation of related activities 
all in hopes of reducing violence in schools.
On February 17th, 2016, students were sensitized on topics of diversity, respect of the 
other and peaceful resolution of conflicts in partnership with the (KDC) Knowledge 
Development Center consultants.

“The session today taught me to avoid problems and 
negative attitudes, which leads to building peace and love 
between students and teachers.” Alaa Drini,

“When we misbehave in class and the teachers yell at us, 
it’s hard to stay calm and not comeback at them, which I 
know causes a cycle of violence. I understand now the 
frustration of teachers when dealing with us when we don’t 
listen. I know we need to be more respectful towards one 
another. We are still young and I believe that there is still 
time to change our violent behaviors in before it’s too late.” 
Mhammad Zahran.

“I learned today that using bad words hurts other people 
as much as they would hurt me. This session taught me 
to be positive.” Mhammad Tabbara.

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH EDUCATION
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Building Non-violent Generations; 
Parents, Teachers and Students Unite their Forces

“This conference reminded us 
that our students are our children 
and that our role is not limited to 
educating them, but to raising them 
as well”

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH EDUCATION

Emphasizing on the role of education and educators in 
preventing violence in schools, the UNDP “Peace Building 
in Lebanon” project has worked on the Violence-Free 
Schools activity, since March 2015, in 15 intermediate 
public schools that host displaced Syrian students in Bekaa. 
This initiative is funded by Mexico through UNHCR.

In partnership with “CAC – Center for Active Citizenship” 
and “For Development”, the UNDP “Peace Building in 
Lebanon” sensitized teachers, school principals, parents 
and students on topics related to peace building, conflict 
resolution and dealing with differences. 

Facilitated sessions were organized to support smaller 
committees in each school in developing Codes of Conduct, 
containing key principles and values to promote nonviolence 
in the school environment. These committees were also 
supported to come up with list of physical and nonphysical 
activities that would encourage spreading the values of the 
Codes of Conduct, and help reduce tensions inside schools. 

Kamid Al Louz Public school was one of the targeted 
schools in Bekaa that chose to organize an educational 
conference, as part of its non-physical activities, in Park 
Hotel Chtaura, Bekaa, on December 17, 2015. Around 
35 teachers, students and parents discussed together the 
role of parents in providing a non-violent atmosphere for 
their children at home.

By doing so, the teachers will be able to focus on their 
academic duties rather than solve conflicts and aggressive 
behaviors among students most of their times. The 
conference also focused on tools to motivate and integrate 
students away from discrimination and violent manners.
“This conference reminded us that our students are our 
children and that our role is not limited to educating them, 
but to raising them as well,” explained Karima Houssein, 
Teacher from Kamid Al Louz.

Participants stressed on domestic and school violence, and 
discussed its reasons and impact on the community, 
reaching a conclusion that healthy communication is a tool 
for peaceful environments.

“Today was an opportunity for us to get closer to the school 
administration and emphasize on the importance of 
respecting the “Other”,” said participating Syrian parent 
Rabih Wazan.

Mohammad Al Sobahe, a Lebanese parent, added, 
“Attending this conference was an eye-opening experience 
to us; together as parents and teachers, we must cooperate 
to empower and build better non-violent generations.”

PEACE BUILDING THROUGH MEDIA

Political TV Shows to Strengthen Civil Peace, 
Reject Violence and Respect the “Other”

“Journalists shall regulate the tone used in newspapers 
editorials, TV and radio breaking news, in addition to talk 
shows of the audiovisual media, in compliance with the 
principles and basics of journalism. Journalists shall also 
refrain from spreading a spirit of violence and strife.”

“News anchors and presenters of political programs shall 
enjoy a high level of neutrality and professionalism and 
shall refrain from blatantly and provocatively showing 
their personal political position by practicing self-
censorship in their work.”

Article 11 and Article 16 of the Journalists’ Pact for 
Strengthening Civil Peace in Lebanon clearly shed light on 
the role and duties of the presenters and producers of 
political TV shows in maintaining a high level of neutrality 
and adopting a conflict-sensitive approach to the content 
of the shows.

The Pact, which was signed by 34 national media institutions 
in 2013 and drawn up based the media outlets’ input, is 
intended to curb incitement by promoting responsible 
journalism standards.

To which extend did these media institutions commit to this 
Pact? Maharat Foundation in collaboration with the UNDP 
“Peace Building in Lebanon” project, with funding from 
the German Ministry of Economic Cooperation and 
Development through KfW, has launched a study entitled 
“Media Monitoring of the Political TV Shows” based on 

analysing and monitoring the implementation of the above 
mentioned articles in the Journalists’ Pact.

The content of seven political shows (Bi Mawdouiyya on 
MTV, Al Ousbou’ Fi Saa’a on Al Jadeed TV, Inter-views on 
Future TV, Hadis Al Saa’a on Al Manar TV, Kalam El Nas 
on LBC, Bila Hasana on OTV, Kalima Hurra on Tele Liban) 
was monitored and analysed by Maharat Foundation, with 
an average of 8 episodes per show throughout the months 
of April, May, August and September 2015. 

In a discussion session organized in January 22nd, 2016 
gathering media professionals who participated in the Pact 
process since 2013, several topics and recommendations 
mentioned in the study were debated.

The highlight topic of this session was the role and 
representation of women in political TV shows. As per the 
study, the appearance of women in the shows was limited 
to 2% (out of 464 interventions and 56 shows monitored). 
The dominance of the political issues (92%) and the 
absence of the cultural ones (0.22%) were remarkable in 
the monitoring process. The topics discussed under the 
political issues varied between civil movement (61) followed 
by the waste crisis (44), the presidential elections (39) and 
the political disputes over government priorities and 
legislation (38).

“I enjoyed reading this study,” said Ghassan Hajjar, Editor-
in-chief of Annahar Newspaper, participating in the 
discussion session. “We miss reading detailed objective 
monitoring studies about the work of media in Lebanon,” 
he added.

A comment shared by Rabih El Haber, Director of the 
Lebanon Files website and Lebanon Statistics company, 
who stressed on the big work done to produce such 
qualitative and quantitative studies.

Participants in the session debated the recommendations 
raised by Maharat, especially the one related to the role of 
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the presenters, producers and the team in spreading the 
culture of tolerance, acceptance of the other and rejecting 
violence and discrimination.

“For 2016, the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” project 
will base on the success of the work done with Maharat in 
2015 and continue monitoring the implementation of the 
Journalists’ Pact for Strengthening Civil Peace in Lebanon 
since many issues were not covered,” said Fadi Abilmona, 
Programme Analyst for the Crisis Prevention and Recovery 
portfolio in UNDP. Abilmona explained that the five studies 
launched in 2015 and the upcoming ones will be a subject 
for debate during several informal meetings and discussions 
to take place in and outside of Beirut, involving multiple 
actors such as university students, professors and young 
journalists.

To check the summary of the study results and 
recommendations, viewers can refer to the animated 
infographic uploaded on the link below:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myArsTv5jRw
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Lebanese and Syrian participants 
in the supplement exchanging views, 
experiences and hope

“I miss putting my hand on our door handle back home in 
Syria. I miss being at home”

That’s what a Syrian displaced woman told Lebanese 
journalist Badia Fahs when asked about the thing she 
misses the most in her life. Badia who participated in the 
11th issue of the UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” joint 
news supplement, emotionally shared this story with many 
other Lebanese and Syrian writers, journalists, artists and 
media professors who attended a discussion session around 
the topics of the supplement on March 31st, 2016.

At the end of a hectic day in Beirut, in the cultural hub of 
Dawawine NGO in Gemmayze, they talked about perceptions, 
discrimination, fear, hope and aspirations evolving around 
the repercussions of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon, the theme 

of the supplement.  This supplement was published on 
March 22nd with An-Nahar and As-Safir newspapers in 
Arabic, and with The Daily Star in English and L’Orient-Le 
Jour in French.

In a relaxed atmosphere, participants exchanged not only 
comments on the supplement but also suggestions for 
upcoming issues.

“This supplement is almost the only publication in the 
Lebanese media that initiates a positive discourse” said 
Mohammad Chebaro, a Lebanese journalist also participating 
in the supplement.

Fadi Abi Allam from the Permanent Peace Movement NGO 
also commented on the supplement saying that it offers a 
new perspective on the Lebanese-Syrian relations. He also 
suggested that upcoming supplements discuss more inter-
Lebanese issues and focus just like this supplement on 
children with disabilities. The article on disabilities was 
written by Imadedine Raef, a Lebanese journalist and 
researcher on human rights in Lebanon, detailing stories 
of marginalized and excluded refugee children with 
disabilities. 

The supplement was a platform where Syrian writers and 
artists were able to voice out their opinion on the 
repercussions of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon. Mohammad 
Hajj Hussein as a writer, Mohamad Khayata and Eman 
Nawaya as painters explained each in his own way, the 
messages they want to deliver in this supplement.

For Eman, a Syrian visual artist, Beirut blend and relations 
inspired her. “It was not hard for my artwork to be presented 
in this city, nor for it to be accepted and surrounded as a 
project that is both impressive and influenced by its society” 
wrote Eman in this supplement explaining her experience 
as an artist in Beirut.

Just like Eman, many Syrian artists have grabbed their 
paintings and drawing kits and have found in Lebanon a 
safe haven and an ideal platform to showcase their works. 
That’s what Rita El Hajj, AFP correspondent in Beirut have 
talked about in her article on Syrian visual artists in Lebanon. 
“Beirut’s dynamic art scene has given Syrian artists more 
weight and provided them with an opportunity to access 
vaster spaces outside the borders of their own war-torn 
country” she said, adding that this supplement is an 
opportunity, a space to tell the world how many Syrian and 
Lebanese have transformed their life experiences into 
opportunities after the Syrian crisis.

“It was not hard for my artwork to 
be presented in this city, nor for it 
to be accepted and surrounded as a 
project that is both impressive and 
influenced by its society”



The UNDP “Peace Building in Lebanon” 
project aimed since 2007 at enhancing mutual 
understanding and social cohesion in a 
participatory approach with youth, educators, 
media, NGOs, municipal council members, 
mukhtars and local leaders.
In response to the repercussions of the Syrian crisis on Lebanon 
and in order to alleviate the growing tensions in the country, the 
project works on enhancing the capacities of different society 
groups from local leaders to educators, media and civil society, 
on crisis management, peace building and conflict resolution.
The project supports these groups in developing both medium 
and long-term strategies for peace building.
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