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UN Agency Updates  

IOM 
From August 10-11 IOM Sierra Leone welcomed Mr. 
Mohammed Abdiker, Director - Department of Operations 
and Emergencies and Dr. Davide Mosca, Director - 
Migration Health Division, at IOM HQ Geneva as well as 
representatives from the IOM Regional Office in Dakar on a 
consultative mission. High level meetings were held with 
the UN Resident Coordinator, WHO Country 
Representative, and Minister of Health, US CDC and USAID 
OFDA.  
 
On 15 August 2015, a delegation from Freetown including 
Head of Office, Sanusi Savage, Emergency Coordinator, Jon 
Baker and Health and Humanitarian Border Management 
Project Manager, Ben Potter traveled to Kambia to attend 
the official opening of the IOM Kambia sub-office which has 
been in operation since June. The ceremony was attended 
by over 50 IOM Kambia staff who work on the HHBM and 
Emergency Interim Care Kits projects.  
 
 IOM clinicians in collaboration with the Ebola Response 
Consortium are providing Infection Prevention and Control 
(IPC) training support at Connaught, Princess Christian’s 
Maternity and Ola During Children’s Hospitals and have now 
trained 535 hospital personnel.  
 
IOM and World Hope International will hold a one day 
conference on Cultural Burial Liaisons at the University of 
Makeni on 18 August 2015. 
 
IOM Bombali’s Flow Monitoring Point and two Vehicle 
Checkpoints in Sella Limba and Tambaka Chiefdoms 
screened an average of 2,100 per day travelers crossing to 
and from Guinea, Kambia, Port Loko, Makeni and 
Koinadugu over the past week. 
 
UNFPA 
 There was no Ebola case reported in Sierra Leone during 
week 33 (10th – 16th Aug 2015). UNFPA supports a total of 
1,233 enhanced contact tracers and 235 supervisors in Sierra 
Leone. On the 14th August, 595 contacts were released 
from Masessebe Village, Tonkolili District and as of 17th 
August, only 72 contacts were being monitored from two 
districts in the country (Western Area Urban and Tonkolili). 
 
Enhanced contact tracers continue to conduct active search 
and report alerts to the DERCs. Refresher training for 46 
enhanced contact tracers and 16 supervisors was 
successfully completed in Kambia district and UNFPA has 
released funds to conduct a similar training for Western 
Area. 
 
UNICEF 

 
Scenes of jubilation from last Friday's release of more than 500 people 
from Ebola quarantine in Sierra Leone's Tonkolili district. ©UNICEF 
Sierra Leone/2015/Kassaye 

UNICEF continues monitoring and supporting 17 CCCs with 
essential WASH packages including sanitation facilities, 
waste management and water supply for drinking, personal 
hygiene and disinfection. A total of 732 m3 of water were 
delivered to over 5,228 people to water stressed Ebola 
affected communities, ETUs and other health facilities in 
districts that have no Ebola cases. 
 
The Ministry of Health and Sanitation, supported by 
UNICEF, commenced a three day training on ‘Immunization 
in Practice’, targeting 1,200 health workers from Peripheral 
Health Units (PHUs). 400 PHU staff from five districts 
(Kenema, Kono Tonkolili, Kambia and Bonthe) completed 
the training last week. 
 
With schools set to open for the second term on 31 August, 
UNICEF partners and the Ministry of Education, Science and 
Technology, are collecting data using RapidPro from all 
schools across the country to determine the readiness of 
schools in terms of hygiene supplies. UNICEF has also 
procured 18,000 30litre buckets, 18,000 20litre buckets, 
9,000 jerry cans, 50,000 bars of soap and cleaning materials 
(brushes, brooms, and gloves, chlorox) to be distributed to 
identify schools. 
 
WFP 
WFP and partners are preparing to begin data collection for 
the Comprehensive Food Security & Vulnerability Analysis 
(CFSVA). The largest study of its kind, the CFSVA will look 
at food security and vulnerability at chiefdom level in all 
Districts of Sierra Leone. 
 
WFP is maintaining the food support provided to Ebola 
orphans and their foster family members. Last month, WFP 
concluded distributions of one month food rations – 
comprised of rice, pulses, vegetable oil and SuperCereal – to 
more than 16,000 orphans and their foster family members. 
A second round of distributions in ongoing.  
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Where possible, WFP is purchasing commodities from small 
holder farmers and local suppliers. Through the Purchase for 
Progress (P4P) channel, WFP has concluded the purchase of 
270mt of rice and pigeon peas.  
 
WHO 

No positive Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) case was reported in 

Sierra Leone during Epi-week 33. This is the first time for the 

country to report zero cases in an Epi Week since the 

outbreak began. All districts continued to report zero cases 

during Week-33. There was one EVD confirmed death 

reported from Western Area Urban during week 33 as 

compared to zero deaths reported during the previous week.  

As of 17 August 2015, a total of 81 contacts were being 

followed up across the country. All the contacts were from 

Western Area Urban (38) and Tonkolili (43). In the same 

reporting period, there was only 1 transmission chain 

nationwide.  

 

A Bio-Banking workshop was organized by the Ministry of 

Health and Sanitation where processes on how samples 

should be stored and retrieved were discussed. 

 

A team comprising of Sierra Leone MoHS , CDC and WHO 

visited the trial site in Guinea from August 13 – 17, 2015 

where discussion were held pertaining to the extension of 

the Guinea Ebola vaccine trial protocol to Sierra Leone which 

will be  implemented concurrently with the on-going CDC-

COMAHS-MoHS Ebola vaccine trial in health care workers . 

A plan has been prepared for the extension of the trial to 

Sierra Leone, and the Guinea team will be in Sierra Leone 

this week to train the Sierra Leone study team group. The 

team also discussed and firmed potential areas of 

collaboration and support for the ring vaccination in Sierra 

Leone by CDC and other international partners. 

 

Mapping of survivors and implementing partners promoting 

health social services to the survivors continues. 

Comprehensive Healthcare and Social protection Package 

for EVD survivors was presented at the case management 

pillar meeting. The package includes: Integrated multi-

sectoral activities which involves community level focus and 

the protection of the most vulnerable, and  Survivors 

Association is a key partner in the design and delivery of the 

package. 

 

WHO Country office hosted the 2nd electronic IDSR (e-IDSR) 

meeting which was attended by MOHS, CDC and E-Health 

Africa (EHA). A country level Working Group (CLWG) was 

constituted; MOHS, WHO, CDC and EHA will each have two 

representatives. A road map was shared; the CLWG will 

develop and share a concept note within the next 3 weeks.  

The WHO IDSR Team provided technical support towards 

IDSR roll out in four districts: Bo, Kono, Kenama and 

Moyamba. To date, a total of 8 districts out of 13 have been 

trained up to District Health Management Team level while 

7 districts have been trained up to health facility levels. 

Tonkolili district suspended the district trainings after re-

introduction of EVD. Plans are in place to carry out the 

trainings from the 1st week of September. Technical support 

was provided to two workshops organized by Transition 

Technical Working Group. The IHR/IDSR end state for the 

Public Health Emergency Management at the District and 

National levels were shared. An IDSR minimum package 

(investment) required for the system to be functional at each 

level will be developed.   

 

Screening and Triaging Assessment tool is still being piloted 

in 3 hospitals in Bo, 1 hospital, 4 PHUs and 1 EVD survivors 

Clinic in Bombali, 2 PHUs in Kailahun, 3 PHUs in Pujehun. 

  

WHO procured and delivered 7 motorbikes to 7 districts 

namely Kambia, Bombali, Kenema, Koinadugu Tonkolili and 

Port Loko, to be used by the Psychiatry nurses for MPSS 

activities in the respective districts. 

 

In collaboration with the Psycho Social Pillar (PSS) at DERC, 

the team provided technical support in identifying and 

training of four (4) psycho social support officers per ward in 

the seven high risk wards in Western Area. The aim of the 

training is to build community capacity so that they can be 

readily available to provide PSS support at community level. 

The trainees will join the rest of the teams in the ongoing 

OSWA surge in the seven high risk wards. 

 

Transition Technical Working Group (TTWG) conducted 

workshops focusing on the national level and one at the 

district level. The district team have worked closely with the 

technical groups to ensure a better coverage of staff across 

all districts. They are also developing the Field coordinator 

Manual. The new administrative assistants are also being 

trained to enhance performance in their role in the districts. 

 

     For more information:  

     www.sl.one.un.org 

      Facebook.com/unsierraleone  

Twitter.com/unsierraleone  

  

Contact: tikue.girmay@one.un.org   

http://www.sl.one.un.org/

