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UN Agency Updates  

 
IOM 

IOM is sustaining its Magazine Wharf outbreak response 
support to PHUs into week 4 after a call by the NERC for all 
partners to continue operations through September. IOM will 
continue to deploy 8 training staff to the 8 Peripheral Health 
Units surrounding the Magazine Wharf community of 
Freetown in support of RING Infection Prevention and Control 
in collaboration with Concern Worldwide, GOAL, Save the 
Children, the UK Department for International Development, 
the US AID/OFDA and US CDC. The past 2 weeks has seen an 
ongoing and intensive transmission of new cases in the area 
totaling 15 cases, with a total of 22 individuals being treated at 
the Police Training School ETU in Hastings or under 
observation in the holding center. Over 300 contacts are being 
followed up in Western Area Urban. 

A 2-day basic IPC course was delivered to 57 trainees including 
police officers, RSLAF troops, community representatives, 
social mobilizers and health screeners in Kambia. 

IOM clinicians have begun Infection Prevention and Control 
training support, ward mentorship and advanced screening 
at Connaught, Princess Christian’s Maternity and Ola During 
Children’s Hospitals in collaboration with the Ebola 
Response Consortium in Freetown. Rokupa and Macauley 
Street Hospitals in Freetown and Port Loko Hospital have 
also requested support. 

IOM has set up a new sub-office in Kamakwie town, 
northern Bombali district, as an operations center for all 
cross border interventions in Sella Limba and Tambaka 
chiefdoms which border Kambia and Guinea. 

In collaboration with the Republic of Sierra Leone Armed 
Forces (RSLAF), 19 IOM monitors and 80 staff of the 
Passenger Welfare Organization (PAWEL) have deployed at 47 
Village Crossing Points (VCPs) in 3 chiefdoms - Samu, Gbileh 
Dixon and Bramaia in Kambia district. VCPs are classified as 
category B and C crossings defined as semi-permanently 
manned with no formal infrastructure or a completely 
informal crossing point and may take the shape of a track 
through a forested area. 

UNFPA 

In Week 29 (13th – 19th July 2015), four confirmed cases were 
reported from two districts; Western Area – Urban (2) and Port 
Loko (2). All two cases (50%) reported in Western Area Urban 
were not from contact lists. 

As of 19th July 2015 four districts had 618 contacts being 
monitored; Kambia (80), Port Loko (217) and Western Area  

 

Rural (13) and Western Area Urban (308). A cumulative total of 
98,722 known contacts have been monitored nationwide and 
95,839 (97%) finished their 21 days. 

In districts with no transmission, enhanced contact tracers 
continued active case search and reporting alerts of illnesses 
and deaths to the district headquarters.  

Kambia district did not record a positive case throughout the 
week and about of 80% of contacts in quarantine homes were 
discharged after 21 days’ monitoring. 

Following one of the positive cases in Western Area Urban, 33 
baby contacts and their mothers are being closely monitored. 

UNICEF 
 

This week, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education, 
Science and Technology to resume the Emergency Radio 
Education Programme. Although schools resumed on 14 April 
2015, the programme will be aired to provide an opportunity 
for children in quarantine to continue learning as well as to 
complement school education and to accelerate learning. 
UNICEF is also providing solar powered radios to households 
that do not have radios. 

 

UNICEF and partners continued to monitor and assess the 
situation of children and their families in quarantine. 
Cumulatively, 413 children who are under quarantine in 
Kambia, Port Loko and Western Area Urban districts received 
psychosocial support through daily visits from UNICEF staff 
and partners, individual and group counselling as well as play 
and recreational activities. 

 
During the week, UNICEF and partners continued to ensure 
that adequate nutrition supplies are available in Port Loko, 
Kambia, Western Area Urban and Rural as well as 10 other 
districts. 
 

UNICEF continues to monitor and support 17 CCCs with 

essential WASH packages including sanitation facilities, waste 

management and water supply for drinking, personal hygiene 

and disinfection. During the reporting period approx. 639m3 of 

water was delivered to water-stressed communities, Ebola 

Treatment Units and other health facilities across the country, 

benefitting 4,564 people. 

UN WOMEN  

 
UN Women is gearing up efforts to reignite the women led 
getting Ebola to zero and staying zero campaign. Various 
initiatives are being considered with national partners like 
Action Aid and Plan to re-engage women at community level  
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to up their door-to-door mobilization and sensitization 
activities as well as having regular talks with primary and 
secondary schools all over the country.  
 
Meanwhile, reports indicate a 29% increase in the use of 
health facilities by pregnant and lactating mothers in the 
Kenema Government Hospital, following the confidence 
building measures undertaken and the launch of the 
refurbished facility earlier in April, by UN Women. UN Women 
continues to undertake regular monitoring of newly 
rehabilitated hospitals, including the Port Loko Government 
Hospital, with its partners - the Office of the First Lady and the 
Mano River Union to ensure the optimal use of the facility.   

 

WHO 

 

There were 3 positive Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases in Sierra 

Leone during Epi-week 29 as compared to 14 cases reported 

during Epi-week 28. One of the cases was a health worker who 

tested positive for EVD whilst residing in a voluntary 

quarantine facility. All of the cases were reported from 

Freetown and Port Loko District. The other districts continued 

to report zero cases during Week-29.   

 

As of 20 July 2015, a total of 658 contacts were being followed 

up across the country. Majority of the cases (56%) are in 

Western Area Urban followed by Port Loko (33%).  

 

The Foundation of Innovative and Novel Diagnostics (FIND) 

and the World Health Organization (WHO) project has 

continued with prioritizing installation of the GeneXpert 

automated PCR machines at Connaught Hospital and Ola 

During/PCMH in Freetown. GeneXpert allows the analysis of 

samples in a considerable less time, down to 90 minutes from 

the traditional 4-6 hours laboratory turnaround time to test 

and positively diagnose a lab sample. WHO together with 

MoHS and partners have initiated the use of whole genome 

sequencing as an outbreak response tool to provide additional 

support to ongoing epidemiological and surveillance activities. 

The convalescent Plasma trial has enrolled patients at the 54 

Military hospital, this is  Sierra Leone’s first use of 

Convalescent Plasma in the treatment of Ebola Virus Disease. 

 

The second national Integrated Disease Surveillance and 

Response Training of Trainers was conducted in Freetown 

with technical and financial support of WHO. The training is 

being conducted for about 50 participants from five districts 

(Kenema, Moyamba, Bo, Kono and Tonkolili). The participants 

include District Medical Officers, Medical Suprintendents, 

District Surveillance Officers, as well as officials from national  

HIV and TB programmes.  

 

Implementation of the activity will help to improve data 

collection at district levels and strengthen national disease 

surveillance system,  thereby enhancing the capacity of the 

Ministry in early detection and response to epidemic prone 

diseases in the country 

Preparation for the training of about 70 Community Health 

Officers (CHOs) is well underway The training will also teach 

clinical skills for Psychosis, Depression, Acute Stress, and Post-

Traumatic Stress Disorder. It will be based on mental health 

gap action program (mhGAP).  

 

In collaboration with UNICEF, teams in all districts supported 

the District Health Management Teams in promoting wider 

community acceptance and participation in the National Polio 

and Birth Registration campaign at community level with key 

stakeholders. Focus group discussion were conducted in silent 

communities and wards on EVD and Non-EVD related 

diseases.  

 

One Social Mobilization and a health promotion officers have 

been assigned to Kambia and Port Loko to provide support for 

all Operation Northern Push activities for three weeks and two 

weeks respectively 

As part of rebuilding community trust in the response, an 

ambulance exhibition was held in the Western Rural-

Community of Tombo in collaboration with e-Health Africa, 

Handicap International, CDC, UNICEF, Tombo Community 

Health Center and Tombo Secondary School.  

 

Social mobilization activities in the affected wards of Western 

Area in Freetown (Congo Water, Goderich and Magazine 

Wharf) continued with house to house awareness, 

interpersonal communication and focus group discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     For more information:  
     www.sl.one.un.org 

      Facebook.com/unsierraleone  
Twitter.com/unsierraleone  

  
Contact: tikue.girmay@one.un.org   

http://www.sl.one.un.org/

