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UN Agency Updates  

IOM 
As of 20 June, IOM’s National Ebola Training Academy in 
partnership with WHO, COMAHS, RSLAF and MOHS has 
trained 8,097 health care workers and frontline responders 
in Freetown (7,024) and via mobile trainings (1073) on 
Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) modules. A 2-day 
mobile training on Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 
was held from 19-20 June in Kambia for 21 newly inducted 
IOM monitors, and a further 28 monitors from the 
Passenger Welfare Association (PAWEL) on health 
screening/monitoring on Category B and C border crossing 
points. A second IPC training would be rolled out during the 
week ending 28 June for another 50 participants to ensure 
all monitoring teams acquire the relevant skills and 
knowledge on health screening.  
  
 An operational plan for Kambia/Forecariah was agreed at a 
cross border technical meeting held in Forecariah on 18 June 
2015 with wide participation from Government, IOM, UN 
agencies, and NGOs working in the area. Cross border 
activities will be integrated with patients being able to 
access treatment in either country irrespective of their 
nationality. All Ebola alerts will be circulated between the 
Prefectural Emergency Operation Center in Guinea and the 
District Ebola Response Center in Kambia. 
  
IOM in collaboration with MoHS, District Health 
Management Teams, DERCs, International Medical Corps 
and the Christian Health Association Sierra Leone, has 
begun a needs assessment of priority private health facilities 
kicking off in Western Area to evaluate urgent IPC and 
hygiene requirements. This week assessment teams of 2 IPC 
experts will be active in medical facilities across 8 districts. 
 
UNDP 
With financial and technical support from the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Sierra 
Leone Judiciary has resumed its circuit courts system in the 
country. This support is through UNDP’s Access to Justice 
Program. In Moyamba District, the mobile court has already 
closed 24 of the 36 cases, which were held back from the 
height of the Ebola epidemic.  
 
The mobile courts resumed last month, helping to clear 
backlog cases in Moyamba and three of the worst Ebola-
affected ditricts in the country.  
 
As part of the programme, UNDP launched support to 
special courts for victims of sexual and gender based 
violence. UNDP support to the special courts kicked off in 
2011, and stopped around the start of the Ebola outbreak 
due to lack of funding. 
  

UNFPA 
As of 21 June 2015, three districts had contacts being 
followed up by enhanced contact tracers – Kambia, Port 
Loko and Western Area Urban - with a total of 1,023 
contacts being followed up. 
 
Since the beginning of the outbreak, a cumulative total of 
97,689 known contacts have been monitored nationwide 
and 94,432 (97%) finished their 21 days. 
 
In districts with no transmission, enhanced contact tracers 
continued active case search and report alerts of illnesses 
and deaths to the district headquarters. 
 
UNICEF 
As part of efforts to support the Government surge, UNICEF 
is leading the UN response for social mobilization, WASH, 
communication, and co-leading with WHO and UNFPA for 
non-EVD health services in quarantined households. An 
extra 1,750 extra social mobilizers are being trained and 
deployed, supported with information materials and daily 
radio programming. More than 40 UNICEF staff are now 
deployed to the two districts, Kambia and Port Loko. 
 
UNICEF is working with partners to ensure all quarantined 
households have access to basic services, particularly 
WASH. As part of the Kambia and Port Loko surge, UNICEF 
and partners have arranged water-trucking to quarantined 
households, as well as the construction of pit latrines and 
the distribution of hygiene kits. During the period (15 – 21 
June), 102,000 litres of water was delivered to 906 persons 
in quarantined homes; 185 quarantined households were 
provided with hygiene kits serving 789 people; and 48 
quarantined households were provided with household 
latrines benefiting 288 persons. 
 
All households in Kadalo and Kargboto villages of Tonko 
Limba chiefdom are under quarantine, with a total of 701 
contacts in 182 households including 398 children (206 boys 
and 192 girls). During the week, all the children received 
follow-up visits and psychosocial support sessions by 
UNICEF and its partners. 119 family tracing and reunification 
(FTR) packages were provided for quarantined children in 
the district during the week. 
 
In Port Loko, 72 people (33 male and 39 female), including 53 
children, are currently in 11 quarantine homes in Kaffu 
Bullom chiefdom from 24 households, as of 19 June 2015. In 
addition, there are 60 children in quarantine in Marampa 
and 23 in Maforki chiefdoms respectively. All quarantined 
households that were visited during the reporting period 
were provided with psychosocial support by the 
collaboration of the Ministry of Social Welfare, Gender and 
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Children’s Affairs (MSWGCA), and IMC, GOAL, UNICEF, and 
Plan-SL.   
 
The preliminary results of the six-day measles and polio 
campaign and defaulter tracing for routine immunization, 
indicate a high level of coverage, estimated at 97 percent for 
the measles vaccine and 98.8 percent for the oral polio 
vaccine. The campaign was implemented by the Ministry of 
Health and Sanitation with the support of UNICEF, WHO 
and CDC and others partners. 
 
UN Women 
UN Women and Oxfam supported the participation of a 
grassroots woman leader, Councillor Mary Kowa, of 
Kumala, Nieni Chiefdom, Koinadugu District to the UN 
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Conference side 
event held last week, in Geneva to discuss the impact of 
Ebola on women and girls. She emphasised that women 
were excluded even when they were present as nobody 
wanted to give them a platform to speak.  She described 
what women were going through and doing during the 
Ebola outbreak, looking after orphans and households, 
taking initiatives on their own to help address the problem, 
not waiting for any external support.  
 
The participation of the woman leader showed the gender 
differentiated impact of Ebola for women and men, boys 
and girls and helped advocate that all Humanitarian 
Response must take into account and adequately respond 
to gender dimensions of EVD and all other humanitarian 
emergencies.  
  
WHO 
There were 8 positive Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) cases in the 
country during Epi-week 25, compared with 14 cases 
reported during Epi-week 24. The cases were from Port 
Loko, Kambia and Western Area Urban. The other districts 
continued to report zero cases during Week-25. There were 
9 EVD confirmed deaths reported during week 25 compared 
with 4 reported in Week-24.  
 
Contact tracing mentoring and supervision continues in 
districts with active EVD transmission. As of 21 June 2015, a 
total of 563 contacts were being followed up across the 
country. The slight increase in the number of contacts both 
in Kambia and Port Loko is due to the Operation Northern 
Push. In addition, 583 persons have temporarily been placed 
under monitoring from 2 villages suspected to have 
conducted secret burials. In the same reporting period, 
there were 5 transmission chains: 2 in Kambia, 1 in WAU and 
2 in Port Loko.  
 
This week, the Case Management and Foreign medical 
teams worked very closely with the Clinical and Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC) team to deliver a single plan in 
Port Loko and Kambia for Operation Northern Push. The 
plan involved the training of IPC and Clinical Mentors who 
have reached 80 people (72 general staff and 8 
IPC/screening mentors) in 10 facilities across Port Loko.  
 
The WHO Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response 
(IDSR) team has drafted a standard operating procedure for 
community based surveillance. The team is also working on 
a draft community based surveillance training manuals and 
handbooks.  
 
Arrangements are being finalised to train a further 150 
Community Health Officer’s in 2015 to build capacity in 
assessing and managing mental health and neurological 
disorders and substance misuse in all the districts in the  
country. Detailed Plans for supporting all the districts to 
improve mental health services have been agreed by World 
Health Organisation, International Medical Corps, Christian 
Blind Mission, Enabling Access and the Mental Health 
Coalition. The plan is for each organisation to supervise and 
support staff in selected districts. This post training 
supervision is critical to give staff confidence in identifying, 
diagnosing and treating a wide range of psychiatric 
disorders. A total of 140 staff and 20 psychiatric nurses 
(previously trained) will be supported across the country. 
 
Western area partners have selected 70 community 
stakeholders from 10 different wards to tour the 117 Call 
Center to increase confidence and trust in 117 and its 
operational functions.   Selected community stakeholders 
that visited the Center held community engagement 
meeting in their respective wards to discuss their 
experiences.  
 
To support Operation Northern Push, WHO deployed about 
100 epidemiologists, infection prevention control advisors, 
clinical mentors, GIS specialist and support staff. 
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