
ACAPS Country Profile: Ukraine 

1 

 

August 2015 

Ukraine  
Country Profile 
 

Contents 

 
Summary Indicators .............................................................................................................. 1 

Hazard Profile ........................................................................................................................ 2 

Society and Communities ...................................................................................................... 2 

Historical Background ........................................................................................................... 3 

Political Stakeholders and Background ................................................................................. 4 

Governance ........................................................................................................................... 5 

Foreign Relations .................................................................................................................. 6 

Economy ............................................................................................................................... 7 

Food Security and Livelihoods .............................................................................................. 8 

Infrastructure ......................................................................................................................... 8 

Health and Nutrition ............................................................................................................... 9 

WASH.................................................................................................................................. 10 

Education ............................................................................................................................ 10 

Protection ............................................................................................................................ 10 

Media and Communication .................................................................................................. 11 

Humanitarian and Development Stakeholders .................................................................... 11 

Key Documents ................................................................................................................... 11 

Seasonal and Critical Events Calendar ............................................................................... 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 The relative poverty rate (share of the population below the national poverty line, set at 75% 
of the median income) is 24.5%. 

Summary Indicators 

Indicator Value Year 

Population number (last census) 42.9 million 2015 

Population growth rate  -0.64% 2014 

Population density 75.3/km2 2015 

Urban composition  68.9% 2011 

Average household size 2.58 2012 

Net migration rate -0.06/1,000  2014 

People with disabilities 6% 2010 

Age distribution 14% under 15 2014 

Life expectancy at birth  71 years 2015 

Under-five mortality  8.4/1,000 live births 2012 

Maternal mortality  12.5 per 100,000 live births 2012 

Malnutrition prevalence  0.8% undernourished 2013 

HDI ranking (value) 83/187 (0.734) 2013 

Corruption Perceptions Index ranking 

(value) 

142/174 (26/100) 2014 

People below the poverty line 

(living on less than USD 5.05 per day) 1.9%1 2015 

Hunger index ranking (value) <5  2014 

World Risk Index rank (value) 149/173 (3.19) 2012 

Gender Inequality Index ranking (value) 61/149 (0.326) 2013 

Literacy rate 99.7% 2011 

Sources: Government 01/2015; CIA Factbook 06/2014; UNECE 2013; UNICEF 2012; UNDP 2014; 
Transparency International 2014; UN Data 2014; Global Hunger Index 2014; Fivethirtyeight 05/2014; 
UCOPD 2012; Alliance Development Works 2012. 

 

With a surface area of 603,550km2, Ukraine is the second largest country in Europe. 

It borders the Black Sea, and shares around 4,570km of land boundary with Russia, 

Moldova, Romania, Hungary, Slovakia, Poland, and Belarus (Ukraine Consulate in NY 

2007). Ukraine consists almost entirely of plains, with mountainous areas such as the 

Ukrainian Carpathians and Crimean Mountains at the country’s borders and 

http://database.ukrcensus.gov.ua/PXWEB2007/eng/publ_new1/2014/dem1214_e.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/up.html
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/sessions/docs2013/Committee_session/informal.note.10.pdf
http://devinfo.org/Childinfo/libraries/aspx/Home.aspx?refer_url=catalog&jsonAreasTopics=%7b%22apn%22:%221%22,%22i%22:%22Under-five%20mortality%20rate%20%28U5MR%29%22,%22i_n%22:%2217%22,%22a%22:%22Ukraine%22,%22a_n%22:%22514%22,%22lngCode%22:%22en%22%7d
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/mdgoverview/overview/mdg4/
http://www.transparency.org/country#UKR
https://data.un.org/Data.aspx?d=MDG&f=seriesRowID%3A581
http://www.ifpri.org/sites/default/files/publications/ghi14.pdf
http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/ukraines-other-big-challenge-is-a-demographic-one/
http://lib.ohchr.org/HRBodies/UPR/Documents/Session14/UA/UCOPD_UPR_UKR_S14_2012_JointSubmissionbyTheUkraineCoalitionofOrganizationsofPeoplewithDisabilities_E.pdf
http://www.google.de/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=%22natural+hazard+index%22+ukraine&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CD0QFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ehs.unu.edu%2Ffile%2Fget%2F10487.pdf&ei=1O0ZU9GyBsfYtQaIoYGABw&usg=AFQjCNGZyRG7pRMeOU_msoSMU9XE-E7dnw&bvm=bv.62578216,d.Yms
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.acaps.org/
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accounting for barely 5% of its area. The plains are broken by highlands — running 

in a continuous belt from northwest to southeast — and lowlands. Almost all the 

major rivers flow northwest to southeast through the plains, to empty into the Black 

Sea and the Sea of Azov. The Dnieper River dominates central Ukraine. The middle 

course of the Donets River flows through southeastern Ukraine and is an important 

source of water for the eastern Donbas region (Encyclopaedia Britannica 03/2014). 

Since independence in 1991, Ukraine has been divided into the Autonomous 

Republic of Crimea, 24 administrative regions (oblasts) and two cities with special 

administrative status, Kiev and Sevastopol. Russia and local pro-Russian 

paramilitary groups have been in control of Crimea since March 2014. The Crimean 

Parliament voted unanimously to secede from Ukraine and join Russia; the vote is 

contested by Kiev and not recognised by most of the international community (SSCU 

2004; Encyclopaedia Britannica 03/2014).  

 

Hazard Profile  

Natural hazards: Since 1991, Ukraine has experienced over 70 disasters, including 

industrial and natural hazards, which have affected over 2.7 million people and 

caused over USD 2.5 billion in economic damage.  While emergency response to 

these disasters is good, disaster risk reduction activities could have considerably 

reduced the number of casualties, injuries and damages (UNDP 2014). 

Environmental concerns: Ukraine faces significant environmental challenges, 

primarily related to the impact of the Chernobyl nuclear power plant disaster in 1986, 

industrial pollution, and waste management. Ukraine ranks 20th in the world for 

greenhouse gas emissions and is among the European countries with the highest 

levels of energy consumption and water usage (EoE 2012). The coal-burning 

industries of eastern Ukraine, which emit high levels of sulphur dioxide, 

hydrocarbons, and dust, have created severe air pollution throughout the region. Air 

quality is particularly poor in the cities of Dnipropetrovsk, Kryvyy Rih, and 

Zaporizhzhya. Major rivers, including the Dnieper, Dniester, Inhul, and Donets, are 

seriously polluted with chemical fertilisers and pesticides from agricultural runoff and 

poorly treated or untreated sewage (Encyclopaedia Britannica 03/2014).  

 
 
 
 

Society and Communities 

73% of the population is Ukrainian, 22% Russian, 1% Jewish, and 4% of other 

nationality (Consulate General of Ukraine in NY 2007). Between 1993 and 2012, Ukraine’s 

population declined by nearly 6.5 million, due to a combination of low fertility, high 

mortality, and emigration (Migration Policy Centre 2014).  

Population density: The population density is estimated at 75.3/km2 as of 2014 

(Government, 2014). Donetsk region has the highest population density, followed by 

regions of western Ukraine near the Carpathian Mountains, and Dnipropetrovsk (local 

media 2014). 

 

Source: local media, 2014. 

Languages: The vast majority of people in Ukraine speak Ukrainian (67.5% of the 

population), with Russian the most important minority language (30%) (Encyclopaedia 

Britannica 2014; Advocates for Human Rights 2010).  Russian settlers were sent to Ukraine 

under the Russian empire and the Soviet Union, and held privileged status. Russian 

language and culture remains a strong influence the eastern half of the country and 

on the Crimean peninsula, where most ethnic Russians live: in (Advocates for Human 

http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/regions/
http://2001.ukrcensus.gov.ua/eng/regions/
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/countryinfo/
http://www.eoearth.org/view/article/172915/
http://www.ukrconsul.org/BASIC_FACTS.htm
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/275887/Languages
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/275887/Languages
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
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Rights 2010). Following the election of Ukrainian nationalist Viktor Yushchenko as 

President in 2005, Russian language and culture fell into disfavour.  

Russian-language Speakers by Region 
 

 
Source: CNN, 2014 

 

Minorities: The Crimean Tatars, who were forcibly deported to Uzbekistan and 

other Central Asian republics in 1944, began returning to Crimea in large numbers 

in 1989. In the early 21st century, some 243,000 Crimean Tatars resided in Crimea, 

making up about 12% of Crimea’s total population of more than 2.02 million 

(international media 07/03/2014; government, 2001). Russians make up an estimated 59% of 

the population of Crimea, and Ukrainians about 23%.  

Crimean Tatars have been increasingly targeted by pro-Russians since March 2014: 

intimidation and restrictive laws have been used to silence the media in particular: 

almost all Crimean Tatar media outlets had been shut down by April 2015 (local media 

04/2015).  

Roma also represent an important minority in Ukraine, though official, 

comprehensive data on their numbers is unavailable. Negative attitudes towards 

Roma persist within society, and anti-Roma sentiment has reportedly risen since the 

crisis began in 2014. Roma face difficulties accessing documentation as well as 

basic services (OSCE 2014).  

Many of Ukraine’s ethnic minorities have assimilated, to varying degrees, into the 

wider culture (Advocates for Human Rights 2010).  

Religion: More than 97% of the religious communities registered in Ukraine are 

Christian. About half of these communities are of the Orthodox tradition, especially 

among Russians. The other half is divided among Catholics and Protestants. 

Ukraine contains the third-largest Jewish community in Europe and the fifth-largest 

Jewish community in the world, with a population of around 350,000–500,000 (JDC). 

The 243,000 Crimean Tatars in Crimea are Sunni Muslims (Guardian 03/05/2014). 

Migration: As of 2012, there were nearly 1.9 million migrants, including more than 

one million in the European Union (mainly Poland, Italy, and Germany), 114,500 in 

the Russian Federation and other East European states (mainly Belarus and 

Moldova), and 702,000 in other countries (mainly the United States, Israel and 

Canada). The number jumps to more than 5.3 million with the inclusion of 3.6 million 

people of Russian descent who were born in Ukraine and have moved to Russia 

since 1991 (Migration Policy Centre 2013). Since 1991, Ukraine has gradually become a 

major transit country for reaching Western states. 

3.4% of the Ukrainian population aged 15–70 was identified as working in other 

countries over January 2010–June 2012, half of whom were short-term labour 

migrants (ILO Labour Migration Survey 2012 31/05/2013). People leaving Ukraine are 

primarily aged 20–49. The emigration of highly skilled specialists is a concern 
(Migration Policy Centre 2014).  

Gender equality: Promoting gender equality is a challenge in Ukraine. 

Representation of women in the Parliament at 9.4%. This contrasts with relatively 

high participation indicators at lower levels: women account for 23% of district 

council members and 51% of village council members. The gap between incomes 

of women and men remains significant, at around 23% (UNDP 2014). 

 

Historical Background 

East–West divide: There is a long-standing divide between eastern and western 

Ukraine. Eastern Ukraine fell under Russian imperial rule by the late 17th century; 

western Ukraine, which spent centuries under the shifting control of European 

powers like Poland, Lithuania, and the Austro-Hungarian Empire, was only 

conquered by Russia in the 18th century. Ukraine became part of the Soviet Union 

in 1922. Russian settlers were sent to Ukraine under both the Russian Empire and 

the Soviet Union to develop of agricultural and industrial projects. Large numbers 

were sent to repopulate the region in the 1930s, after the Soviet-orchestrated famine 

killed millions of Ukrainians. By the time Ukraine gained independence in 1991, 

significant numbers of ethnic Russians lived in eastern Ukraine. The country has 

since been politically divided along these ethno-linguistic lines, with people in the 

http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/background-briefing-ukraine-crisis/
http://www.stopvaw.org/ethnic_minorities2
http://www.jdc.org/where-we-work/former-soviet-union/ukraine.html
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/mar/05/tartar-ukraine-sunni-muslims-threat-russian-rule-crimea
http://www.ilo.org/budapest/information-resources/press-releases/WCMS_217266/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/countryinfo/
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east generally supporting more Russian-leaning politicians (National Geographic 

31/01/2014). 

Crimea: The Crimean peninsula was occupied for centuries by Muslim Tatars 

affiliated with the Ottoman Empire, and conquered in 1783 by Russia’s Catherine 

the Great. It only became part of Ukraine in 1954. Tatars were forced to migrate 

under Soviet rule but some have since returned (international media 07/03/2014). After the 

collapse of the Soviet Union, Crimea became an autonomous republic of Ukraine 

with its own parliament and laws that permit the use of the Russian language and 

empower local representatives to levy taxes. Ukraine agreed that the Russian Black 

Sea fleet would remain based at the Crimean port of Sevastopol. Its lease was 

extended in 2010 to 2042, in exchange for a 30% drop from the previous price of 

natural gas sold to Ukraine. 

Independence: On 1 December 1991, 90.3% of the population voted in favour of 

The Act of Declaration of Independence of Ukraine from the Soviet Union. Voter 

turnout was over 84%, but lower in Eastern and Southern Donetsk, Kharkiv and 

Odessa regions (The Ukrainian Weekly 12/1991). Since independence, Ukraine has 

remained divided along ethno-linguistic lines and has failed to build strong political 

institutions, hampering its ability to implement economic reform and overcome 

corruption (international media 07/03/2014). It is split between partnerships to the west, 

with the EU, which has become a direct neighbour of Ukraine in the past decade, 

and to the east, with Moscow, which seeks to include Ukraine in a customs union 
(international media 08/03/2014).  

 

Political Stakeholders  

The east-west division is perpetuated in politics. Pro-Russians led the country from 

1991, but the 2004 presidential election marked an important change in the country’s 

political landscape. The election was mired in accusations of vote-rigging: pro-

Russian Viktor Yanukovych was declared winner, in stark contrast to the result of 

exit polls (Foreign Affairs/Karatnicky 03/2005). In what has become known as the Orange 

revolution, Ukrainian nationalist Viktor Yushchenko and coalition partner Yulia 

Tymoshenko, both in favour of closer European ties, ultimately won a second run-

off election, which was considered free and fair (Pearson Education 2014;  OSCE 2006). 

But in 2010, Yanukovych was elected President by a narrow margin, over then Prime 

Minister Tymoshenko, in results that highlighted the country’s divisions (local media 

2011). Tymoshenko was arrested and jailed in 2011, for charges including the abuse 

of power over a 2009 gas deal with Russia (BBC 11/2014). 

In November 2013, Yanukovych decided to abandon an agreement on closer trade 

ties with the EU, instead seeking closer cooperation with Russia. Up to 800,000 

people took to the streets of Kiev in the ‘Euromaidan’ protests, and occupied main 

administrative buildings. The situation quickly escalated, with clashes erupting 

between protestors and government forces in February 2014. President 

Yanukovych fled to Russia and parliament voted to remove him from power on the 

grounds of corruption. Petro Poroshenko, a pro-European businessman who was 

foreign minister in 2009 and then minister of economic development under 

Yanukovych, was elected President of Ukraine in May 2014.  

Clashes opposing Ukrainian and pro-Russian armed militants began after 

Parliament voted to ban Russian as the second official language; secession 

referendums were held in Crimea, Donetsk and Luhansk in March and April, but 

have not been recognised by Kiev or the majority of Western countries (BBC 11/2014). 

 

 

 

2004 and 2010 Election Results by Region 

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/background-briefing-ukraine-crisis/
http://www.ukrweekly.com/old/archive/1991/499101.shtml
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/background-briefing-ukraine-crisis/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wNHbiJuYVew
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/russia-fsu/2005-03-01/ukraines-orange-revolution
http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/47195
http://wnu-ukraine.com/about-ukraine/history/ukrainian-independence/
http://wnu-ukraine.com/about-ukraine/history/ukrainian-independence/
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-26248275
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Key Stakeholders  

The Party of Regions professes to defend and uphold the rights of ethnic Russians 

and Russian-speakers in Ukraine. Its electoral base is primarily in the east and 

southeast; the party claims to have over 700,000 members in Donetsk region. In the 

2012 parliamentary elections, the party emerged as the single largest bloc, with 185 

seats. During the Kiev protests in 2013, several party members called for the 

disintegration of Ukraine; claims for a union with the Russian Federation date back 

to 1997. Yanukovych was party leader between 2003 and 2010  (Encyclopaedia 

Britannica 2015; local media 02/2014; local media 03/03/2010). 

The Fatherland Party was launched in 1999 by Yulia Tymoshenko and advocates 

for closer ties with Ukraine’s European neighbours. It came second in the 2012 

parliamentary elections, after the Party of Regions, with 26% of the vote. The 

Fatherland Party was one of the most active in the Kiev protests from 2013, and 

member Oleksandr Turchynov was appointed interim President on 22 February 

2014, until May elections (international media 01/2014; Al Jazeera 03/2014; Radio Ukraine 

International 05/2014). 

The Petro Poroshenko Bloc is liberal-conservative, previously known as the 

Solidarity party, set up by Poroshenko in 2001. The bloc has been headed by Yuriy 

Lutsenko since August 2014. Poroshenko’s election promises include furthering 

Ukraine's aim to become a member of the EU, enhancing social protection, ending 

corruption, and establishing energy independence (local organisation 10/2014).  

The Ukrainian Democratic Alliance for Reform (UDAR), led by former boxing 

champion Vitali Klitschko, made it into parliament with 14% of the vote on a pro-

European and anticorruption platform in the 2012 elections. Klitschko was also vocal 

during the protests in Kiev, and supported Poroshenko during the 2014 election 
(Deutsch Welle 03/2014; Radio Ukraine International 05/2014). 

Svoboda is a nationalist party that advocates against communism. The party is 

allied with eurosceptic far-right parties within the EU. Svoboda’s support base is in 

western Ukraine, while it is widely seen as extremist in the south and east (Al Jazeera 

03/2014). The party supported Yushchenko in the 2004 election. It ran on its own for 

the first time in the 2006 national and local elections, wining several seats in local 

and city councils. It has expanded its support in subsequent elections, and cleared 

the 5% election threshold to enter Parliament in 2012, winning 37 seats (Svoboda 

2012). 

 

Governance 

The Ukrainian political regime can be characterised by competition between 

different patron–client groups over political and economic institutions, which 

weakens formal institutions, in favour of informal means of asserting power, and 

poses significant constraints to the success of reforms (USAID 09/2014). Oligarchs 

have exercised strong influence over government officials and institutions, while civil 

society, despite its strength, has not yet become politically influential. A weak judicial 

system provides limited options for legal redress. By 2010, Ukraine’s 50 richest 

people controlled nearly half of the country’s gross domestic product (GDP) 
(international media 07/03/2014; World Bank 2012).  

Legal system: The post-independence constitution was adopted in 1996. The 

implementation of laws adopted by parliament is based on edicts, decrees, 

regulations, etc., adopted by the President, Cabinet of Ministers, National Bank, and 

various ministries (local organisation 1998). 

Political institutions: The executive consists of the Cabinet of Ministers, which is 

responsible to the President and accountable to parliament; the legislature is the 

unicameral 450-seat Verkhovna Rada – 27 of the 450 seats have been unfilled since 

http://www.britannica.com/topic/Party-of-Regions
http://www.britannica.com/topic/Party-of-Regions
https://web.archive.org/web/20140301040756/http:/lb.ua/news/2014/02/20/256314_efremov_edet_lugansk_obsuzhdat.html
http://www.kyivpost.com/content/politics/yanukovych-suspends-his-membership-in-party-of-reg-60929.html
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Security-Watch/2014/0124/Just-who-is-Ukraine-s-opposition
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/2/26/ukraine-s-politicalparties.html
http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2014/2/26/ukraine-s-politicalparties.html
http://www.nrcu.gov.ua/en/148/566632/
http://www.dw.de/an-easy-victory-ahead-for-poroshenko/a-17531298
http://www.nrcu.gov.ua/en/148/566632/
http://en.svoboda.org.ua/about/
http://en.svoboda.org.ua/about/
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1863/LOCAL%20GOVERNANCE%20ASSESSMENT%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/updates/background-briefing-ukraine-crisis/
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf¨
http://www.rulg.com/documents/ipprsnt.htm
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2014 due to Russia’s annexation of Crimea; the judiciary is represented by general 

and special courts (Oliynyk 2013; CIA Factbook 2015).  

Local authorities: Although rights to local self-governance are guaranteed, most 

are not fully exercised, and the central government has generally sought to control 

local affairs – power was centralised in the 2000s in particular, under President 

Leonid Kuchma. Yushchenko made little progress regarding decentralisation. Under 

Yanukovych, local administrations controlled by opposition parties reportedly 

received less resources, and local control over numerous governmental decisions, 

including land allocations and new construction, was rolled back. Poroshenko has 

posited decentralisation as a priority (USAID 09/2014).  

Security forces: Ukraine has reduced its military capacity from 780,000 forces at 

the fall of the Soviet Union, to around 184,000 at the end of 2012. Conscription was 

abolished in 2013 but reintroduced in 2014 when fighting with pro-Russian 

separatists began. Lack of discipline has been reported among Ukrainian forces, 

with reports of desertion and failure to execute orders (Encyclopaedia Britannica 03/2014; 

Global Security 2015).  

Corruption: Ukraine has had persistently low rankings on critical aspects of 

governance. In 2014, Ukraine ranked 142nd out of 174 countries in the Corruption 

Perceptions Index, with a perceived public sector corruption score of 26 on a scale 

of 0 (highly corrupted) to 100 (very clean). Its score has remained relatively stable 

over the past few years (Transparency International 2014). There are weaknesses in the 

management of public resources, as well as in the provision of public services to 

citizens (World Bank 2012). Ukraine ranked 134th out of 142 countries in the Judicial 

Independence Index in 2012. Courts were the third least trusted institution, after 

banks and the parliament. A 2013 assessment said 43% of Ukrainians prefer to 

solving issues through bribes (UNDP 2013; Transparency International 2014). 

Freedom of the media: Ukraine’s ranking within the 2015 Reporters Without 

Borders’ Press Freedom Index is among the lowest since 2002, at 129th out of 180 

countries, compared to 131st in 2010 and 89th in 2009 (Reporters Without Borders 2015). 

Ukraine’s media sector faced declining pluralism between 2011 and 2013, with 

alleged biases in the awarding of digital licences to pro-government stations in the 

broadcast sphere, and increased politicisation of private media, including to cover 

election campaigns (Freedom House 2014). In the meantime, prosecutions for 

interference with the professional activities of journalists have been rare. Press 

freedom deteriorated sharply in 2013, culminating in a spike in harassment and 

violence against journalists as they covered the Euromaidan protests from 

November. It improved in 2014 due to changes in the media environment, although 

concerns remain on the Government’s handling of pro-Russian propaganda, 

concentration of ownership of private outlets, and the high level of violence against 

journalists, especially in eastern Ukraine (Freedom House 2015). 

 

Foreign Relations  

Russia: During the 1990s, Kiev and Moscow clashed several times over the political 

status of Crimea and control of the Black Sea Fleet stationed at Sevastopol. In 1997, 

they signed a friendship treaty to ease tensions, respecting each other’s territorial 

integrity, and ensuring the protection of minorities on their territories. They also 

signed three agreements governing the status of the Black Sea fleet: Russia 

received 82% of the Fleet’s assets, and leased has the bulk of the Sevastopol 

facilities for 20 years for a payment of USD 97.75 million annually.  Under the 

agreements, Russia is permitted to station a maximum of 25,000 troops, 132 

armoured combat vehicles and 24 pieces of artillery (Deutsch Welle, 03/2014; Gorenburg, 

2009). 

Europe: Ukraine mentioned its aspirations for European integration for the first time 

in 1993, as a key direction in its foreign policy; it was developed in the Strategy of 

Ukrainian Integration to the EU in 1998 and in the Programme of Ukrainian 

Integration to the EU in 2000. Relations between the two were developed in the 

context of the EU’s European Neighbourhood Policy from 2004, and furthered on 

the principles of political association and economic integration within the Eastern 

Partnership, launched in 2009. In 2008, the EU and Ukraine started negotiations to 

create a free trade area, which evolved into a Ukraine–EU Association Agreement. 

The decision by the leadership not to sign the Agreement in 2013 and to instead 

seek closer relations with Russia (including by joining a Customs Union with Belarus 

and Kazakhstan), led to the Maidan protests (Government, 2014). It was signed and 

ratified by the new government in 2014 however, and implementation delayed to the 

end of 2015, as a concession to Russia. Current president Poroshenko announced 

in September 2014 that Ukraine will apply for membership in the EU in 2020 as part 

of a broad plan for social and economic reform. Reforms consist of 60 separate 

initiatives, including anti-corruption, judicial reforms, and energy independence 
(international media, 29/04/2015).   

NATO-Ukraine relations have well developed between 1991, when Ukraine joined 

the North Atlantic Cooperation Council, and 2010. Relations have revolved around 

Ukraine’s participation in NATO-led peace-keeping missions, such as in Kosovo, 

dialogue on defence and security issues of common concern, military cooperation, 

for instance linked to maritime security, and dialogue on Ukraine’s aspirations to join 

NATO – which was boosted after the Orange Revolution. Yanukovych’s return to 

the presidency in 2010 however led to Ukraine formally withdrawing its bid for full 

NATO membership; one main reason is an attempt to accommodate Russia, which 

http://www.unafei.or.jp/english/pages/RMS/No92_11PA_Oliynyk.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/up.html
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/up.html
http://www.usaid.gov/sites/default/files/documents/1863/LOCAL%20GOVERNANCE%20ASSESSMENT%20FINAL.pdf
http://www.transparency.org/country/#UKR_DataResearch_SurveysIndices
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf¨
https://www.flickr.com/photos/61131792@N05/9134406270
http://www.transparency.org/country/#UKR_DataResearch_SurveysIndices
https://index.rsf.org/#!/index-details/UKR
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2014/ukraine#.VZYs00a2qYg
https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-press/2015/ukraine#.VZYxoUa2qYg
http://www.dw.de/bound-by-treaty-russia-ukraine-and-crimea/a-17487632
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/RAD-75-11-13.pdf
http://www.css.ethz.ch/publications/pdfs/RAD-75-11-13.pdf
http://ukraine-eu.mfa.gov.ua/en/ukraine-eu/relations
http://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/ukraine/forrel-eu.htm
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is uneasy with NATO’s expansion efforts within its former sphere of influence, but 

on which Ukraine relies heavily for natural gas (ISN, 2012). Relations have improved 

again between the Government and NATO in the context of the Ukrainian conflict, 

and, in particular, Russia’s annexation of Crimea in 2014. Defence and security 

cooperation has been reinforced through capability development and capacity-

building programmes; in parallel, NATO has helped the coordination of humanitarian 

assistance (NATO, 05/2015). 

 

Economy  

Ukraine is considered a low-income country. Unemployment is high, and the 

proportion of wages to GDP is still small. This is mainly as a result of economic 

concentration on processing raw materials. Ukraine is divided between rich 

agricultural plains to the west and a strong industrial base to the east.  Productivity 

is low compared to more advanced economies, and the country’s comparative 

advantage is based on its cheap labour force (OECD 2012).  

GDP composition by sector: services are the largest sector, accounting for 45.8% 

of GDP; they are followed by industry (41.2%) and agriculture (7.7%) (OECD 2012).  

Economic crisis: Due to its reliance on foreign borrowing and commodity prices 

(particularly steel), Ukraine was severely hit by the crisis in 2008-09: GDP fell 14.8% 

in 2009 compared to the previous year, and annual inflation reached 20%. The 

economy grew 4.2% in 2010, and posted 6.6% in the third quarter of 2011. Domestic 

demand played an increasing role in driving growth in 2010 and 2011 (World Bank 

2012; OECD 2012; WHO 2010). But GDP growth was only 0.2% in 2012, and 0% in 2013. 

It declined by 6.8% in 2014 and 7.5% in 2015 (World Bank 2015).  

Unemployment: In 2008, unemployment increased to 9.5% as a result of the global 

financial crisis (World Bank 2014). In 2012 the unemployment rate was 7.5%: 6.4% 

among females and 8.5% among males (SSSU 29/03/2013). While firms in the country 

face a shortage of skilled workers, many university graduates cannot find 

employment or end up in jobs that do not use their skills (World Bank 2014). 

Unemployment numbers include a third of rural residents of working age who work 

on their own small farms and consider themselves unemployed (UNDP Ministry of 

Economy Ukraine 2005). 

Key industries:  Donetsk region, in east-central Ukraine, is one of the major heavy-

industrial and mining-metallurgical complexes of Europe, and the industrial 

heartland of the country (Ukraine Trek 2014). In 2014, Ukraine was one of the world’s 

leading exporters in steel and arms (SBS 05/03/2014). Russian firms own or operate 

the majority of Ukraine's oil refining capacity. Ukraine owns and operates the gas 

pipelines on its territory, which are also used to transit Russian gas to Western 

Europe (EoE 2012). 

Extractive sectors: Ukraine is among the most energy-intensive economies in the 

world. The primary energy supply is dominated by fossil fuel: natural gas (39%), coal 

(30%) and oil (10%). About 77% of the total natural gas consumed is imported from 

Russia (World Bank 2012). 

Agriculture: Ukraine is of vital importance to global food supply, and often referred 

to as the “breadbasket” of Europe: in 2014, it was the world’s largest producer of 

sunflower oil, and a major exporter of other agricultural products, such as maize, 

wheat, and barley. Agrarian production is dominant in the western part of the country 
(SBS 2014/03/05; FAO 2011). 

Main export products and partners: Non-precious metals (32.3%), in particular 

steel and mineral products, food and agricultural products (18.7%), machinery and 

equipment (17.4%), and fuel and energy (15%) (2011) (EIU 01/2014). In 2009, Ukraine 

was the seventh largest exporter of wheat in the world (OECD 2012). Destinations 

include Russia, Poland, Belarus, Kazakhstan, and north African states (Bryne 03/2014). 

Main import products and partners: Ukraine imports almost 80% of its oil and 

77% of its natural gas. Russia is Ukraine's principal supplier of oil, and natural gas 

imports come from Russia, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, and Uzbekistan (EoE 2012). 

As of 2011, the top import commodities were fruits, sugar, tobacco and beverages, 

and main partners were Russia, the EU, Brazil, and Turkey (FAO 2011).   

Economic freedom: Ukraine ranks 162nd in the 2015 Economic Freedom Index. It 

is ranked last among European countries, and below the world average (The Heritage 

Foundation 2015). 

Informal sector: International comparative studies put the shadow economy at 55% 

of GDP on average over 1999–2007, one of the highest in the world. Informal 

employment is estimated at about 4.5 million people between the ages of 15 and 

70, or 22.1% of total employment. The majority (61%) are working in micro and 

small-sized enterprises. Most informal employment is in private agricultural 

production units or construction (World Bank 2012; OECD 2012). 

Remittances: At USD 9.3 billion, and 4.8% of GDP, Ukraine was the largest 

recipient of remittances in the region in 2013, followed by Tajikistan and Romania. 

Remittances from Ukrainian migrants in high-income countries are an increasingly 

important source of income (Kupets 2012; World Bank 2013). Russia, the US, Germany, 

Greece, and Cyprus are the top five source countries of officially registered personal 

remittances (Government 2014). Negative impacts of the remittances include inflationary 

tendencies (Kupets 2012).  

http://www.isn.ethz.ch/Digital-Library/Articles/Special-Feature/Detail/?id=150750&contextid774=150750&contextid775=150747
http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_37750.htm?
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/140599/e94973.pdf?ua=1
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/ukraine/overview
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/ukraine/overview
http://www.ukrstat.gov.ua/operativ/operativ2012/rp/eans/eans_e/rbrn_rik12_e.htm
http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/ukraine/overview
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://www.social-protection.org/gimi/gess/RessourceDownload.action;jsessionid=9dc20d39aace5db70b0dd50dd33a482d6654bd2a95fe755f99e7e64476ab437e.e3aTbhuLbNmSe34MchaRah8Schj0?ressource.ressourceId=17870
http://ukrainetrek.com/about-ukraine-nature/ukraine-natural-resources
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://www.eoearth.org/view/article/172915/
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf
http://www.sbs.com.au/news/article/2014/03/04/comment-divided-ukraine-could-see-two-radically-different-states-emerge
http://faostat.fao.org/CountryProfiles/Country_Profile/Direct.aspx?lang=en&area=230
http://store.eiu.com/product.aspx?pubid=1110000911&pid=50000205&gid=1110000911
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://www.harper-adams.ac.uk/news/202155/our-world-view-ukraine-grain-and-food-security#.VZZdOEa2qYg
http://www.eoearth.org/view/article/172915/
http://faostat.fao.org/CountryProfiles/Country_Profile/Direct.aspx?lang=en&area=230
http://www.heritage.org/index/pdf/2015/countries/ukraine.pdf
http://www.heritage.org/index/pdf/2015/countries/ukraine.pdf
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/finance-and-investment/sme-policy-index-eastern-partner-countries-2012/sba-country-profile-ukraine_9789264178847-23-en#page4
http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/23477/CARIM-East-RR-2012-02.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/feature/2013/10/02/migration-and-remittance-flows-in-europe-and-central-asia-recent-trends-and-outlook-2013-2016
http://www.bank.gov.ua/doccatalog/document?id=80651
http://cadmus.eui.eu/bitstream/handle/1814/23477/CARIM-East-RR-2012-02.pdf?sequence=1
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Food Security and Livelihoods 

Food security: Between 2013 and 2014, Ukraine experienced a decline in food 

security as a result of the conflict, ranking 52nd in the 2014 Global Food Security 

Index. This was driven by more limited access to financing for farmers, higher 

volatility of agricultural production, greater political stability risk, and reduced urban 

absorption capacity (EIU 2014). Despite an increase daily consumption compared to 

the 1990s, the structure of the consumer basket in Ukraine has worsened in the past 

few years: meat and milk shares have decreased, to the advantage of grain 

products, causing protein and vitamin deficits. A decline in food quality has also been 

observed, due to falsification of products, artificial increase of product shelf life, and 

pollution. The lowest levels of food security are observed in the least developed 

regions, where territories are not favourable to an efficient growing of crops, and in 

industrial regions that have higher prices (Stavytskyy Prokopenko 2014).   

Poverty: Between 2000 and 2015, absolute poverty (share of population whose 

daily consumption is below USD 5.05) fell from 11.9% to 1.9%, while relative poverty 

(share of the population below the national poverty line) decreased from 26.4% to 

24.5%. The decline in absolute poverty rates was mostly driven by real wage 

increases but aided by substantial government transfers (UNDP 2014; World Bank 2012). 

Vulnerability to poverty increases for families with children: as of 2011, 26% of 

families with one child, 39% of families with two children, and 70% of families with 

four or more children were living below the national poverty line. It is also higher for 

populations in rural areas: 15% of families in cities and 36% of families in rural areas 

were living below the national poverty line as of 2011 (local media 11/2011). 1.4 million 

people (or 3.2% of the population) would have avoided poverty, were it not for the 

2008 financial crisis (World Bank 2012). Thorough reporting on poverty and inequality 

data is lacking (UNECE 2013). 

Social disadvantages, such as lack of regular and equal access to education, health 

care, social care, and proper housing, are experienced by 37.7% and 16.9% of 

Ukrainian households. Families with many children and pensioners are 2.2 times 

more at risk of social exclusion than the average (UNDP 2014).  

Family and social benefits and services (non-contributory scheme) are funded 

from the state budget. Social assistance in cash includes family/child allowance, 

income support, and assistance to the disabled (EC 2009). 74% of the unemployed 

receive regular unemployment benefits (ILO 03/2014). However, only 24% of overall 

spending is reaching the poorest 10% of the population (World Bank 2012).  

Old-age pension: The state solidarity pension insurance system is the main source 

of retirement income. 95.5% of the population above the statutory retirement age 

benefit from a pension, while 60.6% of the economically active population 

contributes to a pension scheme (ILO 03/2014). The minimum contributory service 

period to receive any pension was raised from 5 to 15 years in 2011 (European Centre 

for Social Welfare Policy and Research 03/2012; SSA 2012). The pension programme is 

financed through mandatory contributions by employers (at 33.2%) and employees 

(2%), as well as payments from the state budget, social insurance funds, and other 

sources (OECD 2009).  

 

Infrastructure  

Ukraine’s advantageous geographical position makes it a transit space for goods 

and passengers between Europe, Asia, and the Middle East. 

Airport: As of 2011, Ukraine has 45 operating civil airports, including 19 

international airports and 14 receiving domestic flights from Kiev (Deloitte 2011). 

Roadway: The country has an extensive highway network (169,700km); investment 

in the regional road network is, however, lacking (Deloitte 2011).  

Rail: Ukraine has one of the largest rail networks in Europe (22,000km in 2011), and 

it handles a significant proportion of freight and passenger traffic. Railway traffic in 

Ukraine ranks fourth in Europe and Asia, behind China, Russia and India (Deloitte 

2011).   

Ports: Ukraine has 25 sea ports, including 18 state-run and seven privately owned, 

and 12 port terminals on the shores of the Black Sea and Sea of Azov. The main 

seaports and inland waterway ports include Odessa, Illichivisk, Sevastopol, and 

Mariupol (EC 2013). The quality of port infrastructure is below the average level for 

Europe and Central Asia (World Bank 2014).  

Energy: Ukraine is heavily dependent on fossil fuels and nuclear power. 

Hydroelectricity accounts for less than 10% of the country’s electricity production, 

and the contribution of other renewable sources is negligible (Encyclopaedia Britannica 

2014). Natural gas imports are delivered through a pipeline system owned and 

controlled by Gazprom, Russia's state-owned gas monopoly (EoE 2012). Europe 

depends on Russia for 40% of its imported fuel, and about 53% of Russian gas 

exports to Europe pass through Ukraine (NYT 11/03/2014). In January 2009, Russia 

stopped all gas supplies to Ukraine after the collapse of talks to end a row over 

unpaid bills and prices, leading to shortages in southeast Europe. Supplies were 

restored when Ukraine and Russia sign a 10-year deal on gas transit (BBC 2013).  

http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CFUQFjAG&url=http%3A%2F%2Ffoodsecurityindex.eiu.com%2FHome%2FDownloadResource%3FfileName%3DEIU%2520Global%2520Food%2520Security%2520Index%2520-%25202014%2520Findings%2520%2526%2520Methodology.pdf&ei=RVmWVbmyNcPTU9v5lcgP&usg=AFQjCNEMoLxghkasHq_ImB5cbSPhmnAA3A&sig2=vKtb0wyttcrNFEXw5NYQyw&bvm=bv.96952980,d.d24
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=16&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CEUQFjAFOAo&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.zurnalai.vu.lt%2Fekonomika%2Farticle%2Fdownload%2F3881%2F2693&ei=7lyWVdq7F4PkUqmjgZAO&usg=AFQjCNGJK8lmecuCfi0qVYUWJONzGrpVRQ&sig2=hdkaw-BMLrbNgdV4YKEfMA&bvm=bv.96952980,d.d24
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/mdgoverview/overview/mdg1/
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf¨
http://www.kyivpost.com/content/ukraine/expert-a-quarter-of-ukrainian-working-families-are-116981.html
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf¨
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/hlm/sessions/docs2013/Committee_session/informal.note.10.pdf
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/countryinfo/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDoQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fec.europa.eu%2Fsocial%2FBlobServlet%3FdocId%3D5756%26langId%3Den&ei=mR0zU4a1M-2B7QaduYCYAw&usg=AFQjCNHLanozVjUvb7AqmffiZGFNRbhtxg&bvm=bv.63738703
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www-wds.worldbank.org/external/default/WDSContentServer/WDSP/IB/2012/01/27/000333037_20120127034033/Rendered/PDF/662790CAS0P1220Official0USe0Only090.pdf¨
http://www.ilo.org/gimi/gess/ShowCountryProfile.do?cid=431
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1330957218_74201.pdf
http://www.euro.centre.org/data/1330957218_74201.pdf
http://www.ssa.gov/policy/docs/progdesc/ssptw/2012-2013/europe/ukraine.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/countries/ukraine/45336467.pdf
http://investukraine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Infrastructure-PPP_WWW.pdf
http://investukraine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Infrastructure-PPP_WWW.pdf
http://investukraine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Infrastructure-PPP_WWW.pdf
http://investukraine.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/06/Infrastructure-PPP_WWW.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/sites/default/files/jrc84652.pdf
http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IQ.WEF.PORT.XQ
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/30105/Resources-and-power
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/612921/Ukraine/30105/Resources-and-power
http://www.eoearth.org/view/article/172915/
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2014/02/27/world/europe/ukraine-divisions-crimea.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/country_profiles/1107869.stm
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Health and Nutrition 

Health outcomes remain very poor in Ukraine. On average, Ukrainians live 

approximately 11 years less than other Europeans. Cardiovascular diseases 

account for more than 60% of total mortality. Infectious diseases are also key public 

health issues. It is estimated that 1.6% of the population is living with HIV/AIDS and 

1.4% with tuberculosis (TB). Poor health outcomes are due to low health awareness 

among the population, high prevalence of tobacco and alcohol dependency, but also 

failure of the existing health services to prevent, detect, and treat diseases 

effectively (World Bank 2015; WHO 2010).  

Health system: Ukrainian healthcare is run by the Ministry of Health. In theory, 

healthcare is available free of charge to all citizens. However, low government 

spending since the mid-1990s (health service allocations make up 3.5% of GDP), 

means free services only cover basic provision: patients often have to pay for extras 

such as specialist equipment; doctors and consultants also often charge fees for 

their time (OHCHR 15/04/2014; international media 2014). The structure of service delivery, 

including human resources, does not match the health needs of the population: the 

absolute number of doctors has fallen and medical personnel in general are ageing 

(WHO 2010; USAID 08/2011). Physical accessibility is good, with the number of hospitals 

and hospital beds approximately 40% higher than the EU average (World Bank 2015). 

Vaccination: Vaccination coverage fell from 80% in 2008 to nearly 50% in 2012, 

triggering outbreaks of vaccine-preventable diseases in the country such as rubella, 

pertussis and mumps, and the largest outbreak of measles in Europe in 2011–2013 

(cases numbers rose from less than 100 in 2010 to more than 12,700 in 2012). A 

polio outbreak is also considered a major risk in the country, with less than half of 

children fully immunised against the disease and the recent volatile situation 

reducing vaccination coverage further (UN 04/2014; The Lancet 2013).  

A fatal incident and several hospitalisations after measles vaccinations in 2008 has 

led to public mistrust, and financial constraints as well as corruption allegations have 

affected vaccine supplies since 2010 (ECDC 2012). In 2013, the government said it 

could only finance about 65% of the country’s vaccination needs. 

HIV: Ukraine has one of the most severe HIV/AIDS epidemics in Europe, with an 

estimated 220,000 people living with HIV. Prevalence is 0.57% among adults. Since 

the first case in 1987, the infection spread slowly at first, but an outbreak among 

injecting drug users in 1995 aggravated the situation. By 2010, 1.6% of the 

population was HIV-positive. Injecting drug use remains the main mode of 

transmission but the rate of heterosexually transmitted HIV is growing, and the 

number of children born to HIV-positive mothers remains of concern (WHO 2010). The 

rates of people with newly diagnosed HIV increased to 39.4 per 100,000 people in 

2013 compared to 21.5 in 2004; mother-to-child HIV transmission rate was at 4.9% 

in 2010, compared to 27.8% in 2001 (UNDP 2015; ECDC/WHO 2012). 

 

Source: UNGASS, 2008. 
 

Tuberculosis: TB has been classified as an epidemic in Ukraine. As of 2013, 

54,000 people were living with active TB (WHO 2013). In 2013, there were 44,000 new 

TB cases, and 6,600 deaths, compared to 39,900 estimated new cases in 2012 and 

5,580 deaths. Prisons are considered at particular risk for disease spread (MSF 2013). 

Anti-TB drugs in the country are lacking due to inadequate drug supply management 

and issues with the procurement of quality-assured drugs (WHO 2013). 

Lack of consistent treatment provision and supplies in conflict-affected areas in 

eastern Ukraine since 2014 are significant concerns. Especially worrisome are multi-

drug resistant forms of the disease (MDR-TB): Ukraine is among the 27 highest 

MDR-TB burdened countries in the world, with close to 17% of new cases being 

MDR-TB in 2012, and 10% in 2013 (WHO 2013; The Lancet 2014). Reasons for this 

include outdated prescription practices, an insufficient supply of drugs of often 

questionable quality, and a lack of access to diagnostic tools (MSF 2013).  

http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2015/04/06/ukraines-health-system-time-for-change
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/140599/e94973.pdf?ua=1
http://www.treatmentabroad.com/destinations/ukraine/healthcare-system-ukraine
http://www.treatmentabroad.com/destinations/ukraine/healthcare-system-ukraine
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/140599/e94973.pdf?ua=1
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CDcQFjAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.healthsystems2020.org%2Ffiles%2F82461_file_Ukraine_HSA_Report__FINAL.pdf&ei=pPAzU_r-EYrb7AbDt4CYCA&usg=AFQjCNHvJyKTRBc1hNJAHdpO6r-U833PtA&bvm
http://www.worldbank.org/en/news/opinion/2015/04/06/ukraines-health-system-time-for-change
http://www.un.org.ua/en/information-centre/news/1827
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736%2813%2961469-5.pdf
http://ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications/Publications/20120314_RA_Measles_Ukraine.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/140599/e94973.pdf?ua=1
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/mdgoverview/overview/mdg6.html
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/274633/Tuberculosis-country-work-summary-Ukraine-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/field-news/ukraine-curbing-mdr-tb-epidemic-prisons
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/274633/Tuberculosis-country-work-summary-Ukraine-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/274633/Tuberculosis-country-work-summary-Ukraine-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.thelancet.com/pdfs/journals/lancet/PIIS0140-6736%2814%2961914-0.pdf
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/field-news/ukraine-curbing-mdr-tb-epidemic-prisons
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In 2013, 13% of active TB cases were people also living with HIV (WHO 2013). Donetsk 

region has been hit particularly hard, partly due to high rates of intravenous drug use 

(MSF 2013). Efforts to address HIV–TB co-infection need improvement (WHO 2013).  

Nutrition: Obesity is also a major issue in Ukraine. As of 2008, 53.5% of the adult 

population was overweight, and 21.3% obese, including 56% and 25.7% overweight 

and obese women (WHO 2013).  

Other health risks: As of early 2014, there were 8,700 Ukrainian drug users on 

substitution therapy, including 800 in Crimea. Ukraine has scaled up substitution 

programmes, reducing the risk of transmitting HIV and other diseases. Substitution 

therapy is illegal in Russia; concerns have been raised that this may have 

contributed to the death of 10% of heroin users in Crimea since annexation (The 

Guardian 01/2015).  

 

WASH 

Water supply: 76% of the population use collective water supply: over 95% in urban 

areas and about 27% of rural populations (UNECE 2010). More than 60% of drinking 

water for the centralised water system comes from groundwater sources. Rural 

areas use groundwater from wells for drinking and household needs (ICPDR 2007). 

72% of water supply systems do not comply with sanitary norms, including 17% of 

water supply systems that lack necessary treatment facilities and 18% that do not 

have disinfecting facilities. The water supply pipeline network is in poor condition. 

Some regions, especially in the south of the country, suffer from insufficient supply 

as well as poor water quality. Treatment facilities are sometimes denied power, 

which elevates the risk of bacterial contamination of drinking water. Many rural water 

systems lack treatment and disinfecting facilities (WHO 2013). Poor water orquality 

poses a health hazard for 25% of the Ukrainian population, in particular in terms of 

hepititis A and viral infection propagation (OECD 2008). 

Water pollution: About 70% of surface water and a large share of groundwater 

resources are no longer a source of safe drinking water (UNDP 2014). Rivers in Ukraine 

are used as receiving waters for both urban and industrial wastewaters (ICPDR 2007). 

Contamination of water supply is especially serious as Ukraine has limited sources 

of fresh water; the main source of water is the Dnieper River, which receives nearly 

20 billion m3 of untreated effluent each year. In Mariupol in Donetsk region, water 

quality is such that medical authorities encourage the population to drink or brush 

their teeth with boiled and/or filtered water. Crimea has also experienced a 

considerable decline in water quality, with waste water discharged in the region 

between 2009 and 2010 having risen to from 62.5 to 70.8 million m3 (Khmelko 2012). 

Sanitation: In 2008, 96.5% of cities, 56.1% of large villages, and 2.6% of rural 

houses had access to improved sanitation (Khmelko 2012). Rural areas face a critical 

situation as local authorities have been delegated responsibilities without financial 

and knowledge support (OECD 2008). 

 

Education 

Education system: General education is divided into primary, basic (lower) 

secondary, and senior (upper) secondary school. As of the 2010/2011 schoolyear, 

there were 19,900 primary-secondary educational establishments offering general 

education in Ukrainian or minority languages (Russian, Romanian, Hungarian, 

Crimean Tatar, Moldovan and Polish); 18.5% of pupils were studying in schools with 

Russian used as language of schooling, and 1.13% in schools with other minority 

languages. Higher education institutions are concentrated in main metropolitan 

areas (Council of Europe 2010). Ukraine spends a higher proportion of its GDP than the 

regional average on education (6.3% as of 2005), with the biggest investment in 

higher education. Teachers’ salaries are among the highest in the region and equal 

to 80% of the national wage (UNICEF 2008). 

Access to education: The Ukrainian Constitution gurantees 12 years of 

compulsory schooling. Access, however, faces challenges at all levels: as of 2005, 

the net enrolment rate for primary education is 83%, compared to 86% in Russia, 

89% in Belarus, and 92% in Moldova. 296,000 children remain out of school, which 

is the third highest figure in the region, after Turkey and Russia. The net enrolment 

rate in secondary school in 79%, also below regional average. Nearly half (46%) of 

young people attend higher education (UNDP 2014).  

 

Protection 

Children: Of Ukraine’s eight million children, more than 100,000 live in state-run 

children institutions such as orphanages and boarding schools, mostly due to family 

poverty, unemployment, and alcohol and drug abuse in homes. Thousands of 

children also choose to run away from violence in their homes. An additional 30,000–

100,000 children are homeless and live on the streets (UNICEF 2014; UNICEF 2010). 

Trafficking: Ukrainians are increasingly at risk of exposure to human trafficking 

threats in Ukraine. Over 120,000 Ukrainians have suffered from human trafficking 

since the beginning of the 1990s, including while abroad, mainly in Russia and 

Poland. Human trafficking in Ukraine takes many forms. In a 2013 IOM survey, 6% 

of respondents said that they, their relatives or friends, had faced situations or 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/274633/Tuberculosis-country-work-summary-Ukraine-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.doctorswithoutborders.org/news-stories/field-news/ukraine-curbing-mdr-tb-epidemic-prisons
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0007/274633/Tuberculosis-country-work-summary-Ukraine-en.pdf?ua=1
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/243334/Ukraine-WHO-Country-Profile.pdf
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/20/ukrainian-drug-addicts-dying-due-to-treatment-ban-says-un
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/jan/20/ukrainian-drug-addicts-dying-due-to-treatment-ban-says-un
http://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/env/water/Protocol_reports/reports_pdf_web/Ukraine_summary_report_en.pdf
http://www.icpdr.org/main/danube-basin/ukraine
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0010/140599/e94973.pdf?ua=1
http://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/40637560.pdf
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/mdgoverview/overview/mdg7/
http://www.icpdr.org/main/danube-basin/ukraine
http://www.scientificjournals.org/journals2012/articles/1512.pdf
http://www.scientificjournals.org/journals2012/articles/1512.pdf
http://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/40637560.pdf
http://www.google.ch/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=15&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CIYBEBYwDg&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.coe.int%2Ft%2Fdg4%2Flinguistic%2FSource%2FUkraine_CountryReport_rev10.doc&ei=jKqWVeKoCsGsU5CapPgL&usg=AFQjCNF1KrbhTNt9_pl8Pg2sNX4F_q0JrQ&sig2=jzGPRpZ8MPF1hA1M0qypMQ&bvm=bv.96952980,d.d24
http://www.unicef.org/ceecis/Ukraine.pdf
http://www.ua.undp.org/content/ukraine/en/home/mdgoverview/overview/mdg2/
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/children.html
http://www.unicef.org/ukraine/Full_Bidnist_i_nerivni_mozlyvosty_ENG_final_02.11.2010.pdf
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attempts of trafficking for forced labour: 2% for sexual exploitation, and up to 1% 

each for forced begging or criminal activities, for organ removal, and for child 

trafficking (for forced labour, begging or pornography). Ukrainians with limited 

access to employment opportunities in rural areas are most exposed (IOM 10/2013; US 

Government 19/06/2013). 

 

Media and Communication 

Television dominates the media scene in terms of audience and advertising 

revenue. Many outlets are privately owned. Commercial TV attracts the biggest 

share of the audience (BBC 2013). Recent years have been characterised by political 

influence over the most popular national TV channels, mostly related to media 

owners affiliated to the government or trying to establish a partnership with 

authorities. It is difficult to identify who owns particular media outlets (KAS 2013; IPI 

2011). 

Radio: Around 65% of Ukrainians listen to the radio on the air every day, 24% do 

so online (KAS 2013). Most radio stations belong to large media holdings (state radio 

broadcasting is low in rankings, compared to commercial broadcasters). Usually, 

there are no more than one or two competing stations in each big city (EJC 2014). 

Print: Ukraine has a vibrant and politically diverse newspaper industry. All main titles 

are privately owned. Many newspaper titles have Ukrainian and Russian-language 

editions, while several of the biggest-selling newspapers publish only in Russian 

(BBC 2013; BBC 10/2006). Out of 34,002 registered print mass media, slightly more than 

4,000 are regularly published. 60% of titles are newspapers and 40% are 

magazines. Daily newspapers are on the decline. A decline in the number of 

newspaper copies in both retail sales (up to 30% in 2012) and subscription is also 

observed (KAS 2013).  

Internet: There were reportedly 15.3 million Internet users in Ukraine by June 2010 

(around 33% of the population); Kiev accounts for 60% of users (IPI 2011). There is 

no practice of institutionalised blocking or filtering, or a regulatory framework to 

censor content, although indirect attempts at creating legislation that could help 

censor or limit content occurred under Yanukovych’s presidency (KAS 2013).    

 

Humanitarian and Development Stakeholders  

Since 2012, cooperation between Ukraine and UN agencies, funds and programmes 

has revolved around sustained economic growth and poverty reduction, social 

development, governance, and environment and climate change, under the 

Partnership Framework (PF) 2012–2016. The PF is aligned with national policies 

and strategies (UN 2012). Resident and non-resident UN agencies, funds and 

programmes are brought together by a Resident Coordinator (UN 2014).  

A number  of  international  NGOs  and  their  national  branches  were  active  in 

the country before the crisis in 2014 (World Bank 2013). 
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Seasonal and Critical Events Calendar 

 

Key seasonal data Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

Average rainfall precipitation 
1990-2009 (mm) 

33.6 32.7 33.2 37.3 49.9 66.6 64.3 47.4 46.1 37.1 42.6 40.5 

Average temperature  
1990–2009 (Celsius) 

-2.9 -1.9 2.7 9.6 15.1 18.8 21.2 20.4 15 9.2 3 -2.1 

School year             

Wheat planting/harvesting  Spring planting   Harvesting Winter planting   

  Maize planting/harvesting    Planting    Harvesting  

  Jan Feb March April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec 

* Epidemics: month of the start of the outbreak 
 
Sources: World Bank 2015; EED 2006; AMIS 2012 

 

http://sdwebx.worldbank.org/climateportal/index.cfm?page=country_historical_climate&ThisRegion=Europe&ThisCCode=UKR
http://www.euroeducation.net/prof/ukrco.htm
http://www.amis-outlook.org/fileadmin/user_upload/amis/docs/Crop_Calendar/121206-AMIS-online-crop-calendar_REDUCED3.pdf

