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This report is produced by OCHA Syria and Turkey in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued on 11 May.  It covers the period 
from 23 April to 6 May 2015. 

Highlights 
 The town of Jisr-Ash-Shugur was taken over by NSAGs on April 25, displacing over 40,000 people to 

surrounding areas. Continued fighting in the area continues to increase humanitarian needs. 

 Aerial bombardment of the central market place in Darkosh town on April 26  reportedly killed 40-50 
people, including an NGO staff member, and wounded 100.  

 Two hospitals were reported to be damaged in separate incidents on 2 and 4 May. Incidents of this 
nature remain frequent and are potential violations of International Humanitarian Law.  

 As of 7 May, according to the CCCM cluster, at least 133,831 people have been displaced by the 
renewed conflict in Idleb governorate.  

 New  reports of attacks leading to death and injuries and allegedly involving chemical agents were 
received from the field, but could not be independently verified.  

 During the reporting period 1,134 people were reported injured and 36 dead according to local health 
authorities in Idleb governorate. 

 Consistent reports indicate that many civilians trying to flee to GoS-controlled areas since 20 April have 
not been allowed to do so, raising protection concerns. 

Situation Overview 
The situation in Idleb governorate, particularly in the western district of Jisr-Ash-Shugur and adjacent areas, was 
highly volatile during the reporting period. On 25 April, non-state armed groups (NSAGs) captured the town of Jisr-
Ash-Shugur, resulting  in displacement. There is increased concerns about civilians in Ariha, particularly given 
reports that they may not be free to move due to lack of approval from GoS forces, as well as insecurity on the 
roads. The main roads to and from Jisr-Ash-Shugur and further south towards the Ghab plain in Hama remain 
insecure with high risks to civilians.  
 
The impact on civilians, humanitarian workers, and humanitarian facilities continue to be of concern. Aerial 
bombardment of the central market in Darkosh town on April 26 reportedly killed 40-50 people, including an NGO 
staff member, and wounded 100. The Orient hospital in Ma’ra An-Nu’man was also reported to be out of service as 
a result of damage caused by aerial bombardment on 2 May, although services have subsequently resumed. On 4 
May an NGO-supported hospital in Darkosh was reportedly severely damaged, reducing it capacity to provide 
services. The SARC medical point in  the Carlton hotel was also reportedly targeted and is no longer functional, 
leaving only an NGO-run field hospital operational in the area. On 1 May fighting escalated around the national 
hospital in Jisr-Ash-Shugur, where a large group of government and affiliated soldiers are understood to have been 
surrounded by NSAGs since 25 April. NSAGs claimed responsibility for the explosion of two PBIEDs at a school 
which reportedly is being used for non-civilian purposes in Ariha. No civilian casualties were reported but safety 
and security of civilians living in Ariha is a concern. In the meantime all educational facilities in Idleb city remain 
closed, with 90 schools reported to be used for non-educational purposes, including by armed actors. Incidents 
such as these may amount to violations of International Humanitarian Law and drastically inhibit the ability of 
humanitarians to assist populations in need. 
 
There also continue to be reports of attacks allegedly involving chemical agents which could not be independently 
verified. Local partners report that these attacks took place in Saraqab, Kafr Awid, and Jebel al Zawiyeh, reportedly 
injuring close to 200 people and killing at least one person.  
 
According to the CCCM Cluster, as of 7 May the number of IDPs in  areas under NSAG-controlled  is at least  
133,831, including some almost 45,000 as a result of the recent take over of Jisr-Ash-Shugur. These figures are 
being used by the clusters as the basis for their response. In addtion, at least  35,800 individuals have deen 
displaced to GoS-controlled areas as a result of the violence. IDPs are reported to be  displaced multiple times as 
the conflict continues. Some return was  reported due to hardship, insecurity or restrictions, as some people 
attempting to flee have reportedly been turned away at GoS checkpoints in various locations.  
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The amount of relief items provided by UN agencies, ICRC and IFRC which were dispatched to SARC and Al Birr 
to Ariha is understood to be sufficient to cover the immediate humanitarian needs for the newly arrived IDPs, 
estimated to be 3,500 families, and residents (including the host community and IDPs displaced to the town prior to 
the recent conflict in Idleb).Response in NSAG-controlled areas continued across sectors. However lack of access 
for partners and limited communications capacity continue to hinder assessment of needs and provision of 
assistance. Partners report that the response to new displacement from Jisr-Ash-Shugur has been challenging due 
to the lack of partners on the ground, the rapid intensification of fighting, and challenges with taking on new 
beneficiaries as areas of control shift. The sectors and clusters are working closely to resolve this issue as it arises. 
 
On 6 May, an interim civil administration committee for Idleb city was formed by NSAGs and a Relief Office 
established.  

Humanitarian Response 
The UN, Red Cross/Red Crescent movement (including SARC), local NGOs and INGOs continue to respond to the 
increasing needs of those displaced and civilians remaining in Idleb city by providing water, sanitation, hygiene, 
food and non-food items, as well as food, medical and protection assistance, despite high risks. Humanitarian 
partners are responding to the needs of those who can be reached, while prepositioning supplies to respond to the 
growing needs. Advocacy for protection of civilians and humanitarian aid workers and for increased access to 
people in need in Idleb remains a priority. 

 

 Protection and Community Services 

Needs: 

 Consistent reports indicate that many civilians trying to flee to GoS-controlled areas since 20 April have not 
been allowed to do so, raising protection concerns  

 Reportedly, 36 children were injured and four killed by mortars and missiles in Ariha district during the  
last two weeks.  

 There also continue to be reports of attacks allegedly involving chemical 
agents which could not be independently verified. Local partners report close to 
200 people injured in these attacks with at least one death.  

 The majority of families from Jisr-Ash-Shugur are understood to have been 
displaced to rural areas north of the city, including 2,000 families in Darkosh, 
2,500 families in Qourqina, and others in Janudiyeh. 

 386 IDP families from Idleb  were registered in Aleppo during April. Lack of ID 
cards and civil status documents are reported as the main protection concern.  

 800 IDP families from Jisr-Ash-Shugur and Bahsa village of rural Idleb were registered in Shat-ha, Jorin and 
Frikeh, and 200 families in Hama city. Some families have been displaced more than once.  

 222 households have reportedly arrived from Foah and Kefriyah in Idleb to the Sayideh Zainab area in Rural 
Damascus in the past two weeks, bringing the total number of arrivals from Idleb to 468 households. The 
majority of the new arrivals are women and children. 

 30 families arrived from Idleb to Lattakia in the last week, bringing the total number of IDPs from Idleb in 
Lattakia to 755 families. SARC registered 223 families from Eshtabrak town and surrounding villages and 55 
families from Jisr-Ash-Shugor.  

 45 families from Idleb, including one family from Jisr-Ash-Shugur  have been registered in Tartous since the 
beginning of the crisis.  
 

Response: 

 18 families (81 persons, including three disabled children) of Palestine refugees have been displaced from 
Idleb to Nairab camp and Aleppo city in the last week. They are hosted by relatives. Some family members 
have been separated due to limited space available in host families.  UNRWA has provided them with 
blankets, mattresses, food baskets and hygiene kits and is monitoring their situation. The agency is 
planning to distribute cash assistance to refugees who were not able to reach the distribution point in 
Aleppo. 

 15 per cent of the new arrivals in Sayyeda Zeinab area in Rural Damascus have settled in hotels or in 
houses rented by an NGO. The remaining 85 per cent are hosted by relatives or have moved to the 
Bahdaliyeh area. Cases of lost documentation are handled by both the local committee of Sayyeda Zeinab 

36 children 
injured by mortars 

and missiles in 
Ariha  
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and the municipality, where new family statements are being issued to facilitate the movement of IDPs 
around the city. 

 IDPs have access to health facilities in the area, and in addition a local NGO delivers medical assistance 
for emergency cases in Al Sader Hospital. Some 90 IDPs used to work at the National Hospital in Idleb 
governorate and some have been reassigned to health facilities in the area.  

 A SARC child protection mobile team visited the area once, held a meeting with the local committee and 
conducted recreational activities for children. SARC has reported chronic medical conditions, including 
needs for dialysis and heart conditions, and the need to support some 30 disabled people with wheelchairs. 

 SARC conducted only one PSS activity for children in Ariha during the reporting period due to the instability. 
The activity targeted 50 children. 

 Education and the delivery of health services in Ariha district are affected by the damage to three school 
buildings by mortars, and the use of six school buildings for  purposes other than education.  

  
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Population movement  tracking, registration of IDPs, identification of life-saving and the humanitarian 
response continue to be hampered by the prevailing security situation.  

 Reportedly, movement is restricted in Ariha district because of the volatile security situation. The road 
between Ariha and Jisr-Ash- Shugur has been closed during the reporting period.  

 The hospital in Jisr-Ash-Shugur was rendered non-operational, following aerial bombardment on 21 April 
and medical cases are being referred to Hama, which is still not easily reached. 

 Reportedly parents are not registering newborn children in Ariha district and Ma'ra An-Nu’man, because 
reaching directorates of civil affairs offices presents potential security risks.  

 
Coordination: 

 The sector continues to ensure coordination of the protection response by systematically gathering 
information and providing updates whatever information is available about protection and community 
services activities. 

  

Health 

Needs: 

 During the reporting period 1,134 people were reportedly injured and 36 killed 
due to conflict according to local health authorities in Idleb governorate. 

 Idleb remains one of three governorates with the highest number of acute 
diarrhea cases. 21% of all leishmaniasis cases are reported in Idleb.  

 According to EWARS, Idleb is one of the top three governorates affected by 
the 10 most common diseases. 

 There is a need for operation theatre equipment (three OT are already working 
at full capacity); 70 patient beds; one general surgery set; one orthopedic surgery set; one vascular surgery 
set; external fixators; sutures, two oxygen generators; 300 blankets; 200 bed covers; an anaesthesia 
machine; and light operations 

 
Response 

 Measles vaccines are available for the whole Idleb governorate, with the exception of Idleb city and Jisr-
Ash-Shugur city, as it cannot be delivered due to access constraints.  

 A measles vaccination campaign in GoS-controlled areas is scheduled to begin on 27 May and last for two 
days. It will cover as many children as possible following their displacement with families from Idleb city to 
the countryside..  

 Items such as a general surgery set; an orthopedic surgery set; patient beds; bed covers; blankets; 400 
linen for the disposal of bodies; 200 burning kits; kits for the treatment of chemical injuries, one OPD drugs 
kit; a chronic disease kit; dressings; injectable supplies; and infusions were provided over the reporting 
period.  

  
Gaps & Constraints: 

 The targeting of health facilities by parties to the conflict and the general danger to health workers and 
facilities drastically inhibits their ability to meet the dire health needs of the civilian population.  
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 The health sector is in the process of obtaining confirmation from partners in Idleb city on the status of pre-
positioned medicines.  

 Non-functional and damaged public hospitals and primary health centers in Idleb city, as well as 
inaccessibility for both the patients and health staff to the health points, increase the health risks to civilians 
in the city. 

 
Coordination: 

 The Whole of Syria Health sector/cluster communicates daily with members to review emerging health 
needs, gaps, coordinate response initiatives, contingency stocks and preparedness. 

 

 Food Security and Agriculture 

Needs: 

 According to WFP market price watch, the prices of basic 
commodities (bread and wheat flour) increased in Idleb during 
February and March. It is anticipated that the trend will continue 
or even be aggravated because of the crisis. The average 
nominal retail prices for public (subsidized) bread  was 
SYP77/bundle, an increase of 62 per cent compared with prices 
in December 2014.  

 The continued fighting especially in Ariha, Jisr-Ash-Shugur and 
central Idleb governorate is leading farmers to abandon their 
farms, disrupting agriculture production and livelihoods. 

 Access to natural pastures due to continued fighting in the 
southwestern  partof Idleb governorate negatively affects the 
livestock situation. 

 
Response: 

 From 28 April- 4 May, 3,302 food baskets were distributed in Idleb governorate, including 2,383 in Idleb 
city.  

 Two partners are now distributing cooked meals in NSAG-controlled areas. An average of 17,468 people 
received daily cooked meals (together with two loaves of bread) from 28 April-4 May, including in Idleb city.  

 One project from the special HPF allocation for Idleb started in the last week. 

 The sector is making arrangements to deliver 2,000 food rations and 2,000 bags of wheat flour, through an 
unaccompanied convoy lead by SARC, to support 10,000 civilians in Ariha. 1,500 ready-to-eat food rations 
will be delivered in Lattakia to support  up to 7,500 IDPs in Lattakia, and 1,000 regular food rations to 
Shatheh, As- Suqaylabiyah, benefiting some 5,000 individuals for a period of one month. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Due to insecurity hampering access, the sector has been forced to suspend all in-country deliveries to 
Idleb. Sector members with flexible dispatch model have expanded their deliveries through alternative 
modalities into Idleb governorate to ensure continuous delivery of assistance to the needy beneficiaries. 

 Predicting population movements with sufficient time to inform the planning and delivery of response is a 
key gap. 

 
Coordination: 

 Partners are analysing gaps and assessing their capacity to support new caseloads as conflict lines 
change.  

 The FSL Cluster contingency plan has been in effect for seven weeks. Additional meetings are being held 
and  the Cluster is crosschecking data received from partners with the displacement chart produced by the 
CCCM Cluster to identify gaps in the response.  

 

Nutrition 

Needs: 

 Although widely used in Syria prior to the conflict, breastmilk substitutes (BMS) such as infant formula are 
inappropriate in emergencies and can result in unnecessary illness and even death due to the poor WASH 
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conditions of most emergency contexts. Unregulated BMS distributions by 15 organisations  in an 
uncontrolled or unsafe manner has been reported in the aftermath of the Idleb conflict. This may increase 
the risk of illness in infants and young children.  

 
Response: 

 Three nutrition actors are providing appropriate Infant and Young Child feeding (IYCF) support to IDPs in 
Idleb. This includes breast-feeding and relactation support, tightly controlled and appropriate distribution of 
BMS by prescription following a needs assessment of the mother and child and continuous follow up.  

 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Poor nutritional capacity of organisations on the ground and poor access to reach organisations operating 
in the field hampers the ability to address the issue of inappropriate IYCF activities.    

 

Coordination: 

 There is an ongoing capacity buiding strategy for actors distributing BMS in Syria which includes an 
orientation workshop on 13 May in Gaziantep (please contact awynne@sy.goal.ie for more info) 

 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Al-Ma'ra district relies on water trucking for potable water as water pumps are not operating due to fuel 
shortages, and the lack of of water purification facilities. 

 Shelters in Ariha have seen an increase in the number of cases of lice and scabies, with 800 lice cases and 
200 scabies cases reported in the last week. 

 Unsafe sanitary conditions in schools in Al-Ma'ra district affect 700 students. 
 

Response: 

 Approximately 350,000 IDPs and host community members were reached through various WASH activities 
in NSAG-controlled areas in Idleb governorate between 22 April-6 May . 

 8,400 bed nets and hygiene kits were distributed to people in the Ehsem, 
Heish, Tamanaah, and Armanaz sub-districts. 

 About 30,000 individuals in Armanaz, 2,500 in Kafar and 6,000 in Malles were 
provided with water after fuel was provided to pumping stations by a partner. 
About 825 individuals in temporary IDP centres in Ariha benefitted from the 
delivery of supplementary water supplies through water tankers. 

 750 IDPs in Lattakia received 150 hygiene kits. 

 1,200 m3  of water was distributed in Maaaret Misreen, Maaret Tamsrir, Idleb, 
Saraqab, Armanaz and Dana sub-districts through emergency water trucking. Daily water trucking of 300 m3 
benefited some 20,000 individuals in Ariha. 

 Repairs to the main water distribution network and boreholes in Idleb city are underway. 

 Approximately 290,000 people are benefitting from solid waste management support in Salqin, Maaret 
Tamsrin, Ma' An Nu'man, Kafr Nobol, and Khan Shaykun sub-districts. 

 Camps and communities are receiving additional water and sanitation services to support new IDPs 
arriving from Jisr Al-Shugur. 
 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Access remains a major constraint for obtaining new information and implementing activities. 

 Lack of hygiene supply has been identified in Harim and Ma'ra An-Nu'man 
districts, as have lice shampoo and powder to protect children from scabies in 
Ariha. 

 Whilst there is a water station in Bsida, fuel is needed to operate generators at 
the water station in Babolyeen – Maar Hattat, Bsida, Wadi Al Saka'a villages in 
Ma’ra AN –Nu’man district. 

 WASH facilities at schools need maintenance and water supply.  

 Many IDPs from Jisr-Ash-Shugur are staying in collective centers, with relatives, or establishing 
spontaneous camps.  As a result, WASH partners are receiving requests for assistance from the broader 
community, not just IDPs. 
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 Insecurity has prevented 10 water tanks prepositioned in Tartous from being sent to Ariha and Jisr-Ash-
Shugur.  

Coordination: 

 All WASH sector members have shared daily regular updates regarding their responses to the Idleb crisis, and 
a sector meeting was held on 22 April to identify gaps.  

 Water trucking to Ariha by different actors is being closely coordinated.   

 A WASH assessment is being conducted in Idleb city focusing on solid waste management but also 
gathering data on sanitation infrastructure and the water situation. A detailed WASH assessment is 
planned to start next week in Jisr Al-Shugur.  
 

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Response: 

 The NFI/Shelter Cluster has reached 141,040 people since the beginning of the response, which includes 
both regular programming and those newly assisted. Twelve members have provided this in 20 sub-
districts in NSAG-controlled areas. 

 The NFI/Shelter Cluster has stocks to meet the needs of 275,030 individuals, including blankets, kitchen 
sets, covers, standard kits, winterization kits, jerry cans, mattresses, and tents. Clothes, plastic sheets, and 
shelter kits are in the pipeline.  

 Full NFI kits were provided to 100 IDP families from Idleb in As-Suqailabiyeh in Hama governorate, 200 
IDP families in Hama City, 531 IDP families in Lattakia, one family in Tartous, 38 families in Mashta El 
Helou and 300 IDPs families in Sayyeda Zeinab in Rural Damascus. 14 families in Tartous received items 
based on needs. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 Gaps in NFI/Shelter response have been identified in Atareb, Darkosh, Idleb, Jisr-Ash-Shugur, and Ma'ra 
An-Nu'man. 

 Sub-districts not reached yet by the NFI/Shelter Cluster in NSAG-controlled areas include Ariha, Badama, 
Dana,  Janudiyeh,  Mhambal, Qarras, Salanfa, Tall Ed-daman, and Tamanaah. 

 
Coordination: 

 The NFI Working Group at the sub-national level continues to develop an emergency response plan based 
the mapping of available stocks and response capacity.  

 The Sector and Cluster groups update a weekly matrixs and hold coordination meetings as required. 

 A system of focal points at the sub-district level has been established to improve coordination. 

 The NFI/Shelter Cluster is coordinating closely with the CCCM Cluster to identify gaps based on the 
displacement figures. 
 

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 According to the CCCM Cluster, as of 7 May at least 133,831 people have been displaced into NSAG 
controlled areas by the renewed conflict in Idleb governorate, including some 44,987 resulting from the 
recent take over of Jisr al Shaghour. Some sources continue to report higher figures 

 IDPs are reported to be repeatedly displaced as they seek safety. 

 There are concerns about possible displacement from Ariha should the confict further escalate.  
 
Response: 

 The Cluster is working with local partners to quantify displacement patterns and refer immediate needs to 
the other clusters for assessment and response. 

 The Cluster is also working with the Shelter & NFI Cluster to provide additional assistance required by new 
arrivals in camps. 

 To provide as accurate a picture as possible, partners continue to triangulate data and undertake further 
information gathering. 
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Gaps & Constraints: 

 Lack of access and accurate information makes it difficult for humanitarian partners to confirm numbers 
and locations of IDPs and people in need.  

 

 Education 

Key figure: 

 Approximately 90 schools are beeing used as shelters and for other purposes  (these relate to both civilian and 
non civilian purposes) in Harim (69), Idleb (four), Al-Ma’ra (seven) and Ariha city (10).  

 Some 9,000 students in grades 1 - 8 in Ariha were exempted from the end-of-year final exams by the 
Directorate of Education/Ministry of Education.  

 Some 2,350 school age displaced children (1,000 in grades 1 - 6 and 1,350 in grades 7 - 12) who have been 
displaced to Ariha city have not been enrolled at Ariha schools and are thus at risk of dropping out. 
 

Needs: 

 Due to the escalating violence in Idleb (and Dara’a), MoE has instructed all DoEs across Syria, to faciliatated 
IDP students’ (including those who lost their ID documents) enrollment in the education institutions in other 
governorates.  

 Most GoS schools in Idleb opted for holding early exams for Cycle 1 & 2 (grades 1-8) due to the current 
security situation which might not allow them to conduct the exams later at the nationally assigned time.  

 Reportedly, a number partners operating in the northern parts of Idleb governorate are planning to hold classes 
during summer due to having received large numbers of IDPs. 

 Education partners are looking into assessments and possible response plans depending on funding and 
access. 

 
Gaps & Constraints: 

 The overall situation has implications on education personnel in Idleb governorate who were instructed to 
travel to Hama governoate to get their salaries.  

 No education activities have taken place in Idleb city during the reporting period due to the security 
situation.  

 The Education Sector is coordinating closely with MoE to support MoE/DoE to facilitate for children in Idleb 
to sit for their final examination. Alternatively, the Sector is advocating with MoE to provide flexible 
schedule for grade 9 and 12 students to take their final examination. 

 Partners do not have enough additional funding to support the current lack of infrastructure and basic 
services that has resulted from the withdrawal of the administration from Idleb city  

 Partners are facing increasing difficulties with teachers’ incentives as many teachers who were previously 
paid are not receiving their salaries.  

 Partners are also facing challenges with regular enforced closure of schools in rural Idleb due to violence. 

 Partners report that an increasing number of IDP children are required to work and therefore are not 
attending school. 

 

Early Recovery 

 A few small businesses and workshop that do not require electricity 
to operate, have returned to the industrial area of Idleb city, eg. car 
and motorcycles maintenance, Arab metal works and glass 
manufacturing.  

 Some activity has resumed at the main vegetables market in Idleb 
city center.  

Response:  

 Collection of solid waste and debris is ongoing in Idleb  city.  
Maintenance of the water systems began in the area near the 
municipal stadium in Idleb city, in addition to pumping water into an 
alternative line.  Mobile water trucks are available for people who 
have resources to buy water. 
 

Idleb city: The main vegetables market in Idleb 
city center sees some resupmption of activity 
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Needs: 

 Unemployment in Idleb city is understood to have increased, threatening people’s livelihood.  

Gaps: 

 All ER&L NGOs/associations’ activities have stopped.  

 Lack of electricity in the city resulted from a disconnection in the main network in Zeyzoun power station. 

 Internet in the city is out of service, with limited availability of mobile telecommunications.  

 
Coordination: 

 No assessment has been undertaken to-date. 
 

Logistics  

Response: 

 The Logistics Cluster is on stand-by to support the humanitarian response if and when requested. 

 

Emergency Telecommunications Cluster 

Response:  

 The Emergency Telecommunications Cluster (ETC) remains on stand-by to support the humanitarian 
response if and when requested.  

 
Gaps & Constraints:  

 Restrictions on the importation of telecommunications equipment into Syria continue to be a key constraint 
of the overall response. Critical approvals to import equipment have not yet been approved by the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs.  

 Funding gaps remain a key constraint as the ETC is zero per cent funded out of a required US$ 1.3 million. 

 
General Coordination 
 
Given the variety of partners already assessing needs in NSAG-controlled areas, the sectors/clusters are working 
with the Assessment Working Group to consolidate data and planned assessments to get an overview of needs 
and fill information- gathering gaps as required and possible. 
Partners benefitting from the HPF special allocation for Idleb have begun programming. For example, one FSL 
partner began programming in the preceding week and an emergency stockpile for NFIs for 3,700 households is 
almost ready for use. 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Sebastian Trives, Head of OCHA Syria, trives@un.org 

Barbara Shenstone, Head of OCHA Turkey, shenstone@un.org 

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org/syria  www.reliefweb.int   

 

Background on the crisis 
 
Humanitarian needs in Syria have increased twelve-fold since the beginning of the crisis, with 12.2 million now in need of humanitarian 
assistance, including more than 5.6 million children. More than half of all Syrians have been forced to leave their homes, often multiple 
times, making Syria the largest displacement crisis in the world. An estimated 4.8 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance in 
hard-to-reach and besieged locations. Palestine refugees are particularly affected, with 560,000 in need of assistance. 
 
 In 2014, four out of every five Syrians were living in poverty, and almost two-thirds were living in extreme poverty. 9.8 million People are 
considered food insecure, including 6.8 million in high priority districts. Water availability has decreased to less than 50 per cent of its pre-
crisis levels, and 11.6 million people are in urgent need of access to clean water and sanitation. More than half of Syria’s hospitals have 
been destroyed or badly damaged and, it is estimated that only 43 per cent of hospitals are fully functional. An estimated 1,480 women give 
birth in dire conditions every day due to the weakening of the healthcare system. Outbreaks of communicable and vaccine-preventable 
diseases (including polio and measles) have increased. Roughly one-quarter of schools have been damaged, destroyed or are used as 
collective shelters or for purposes other than education. An estimated 1.2 million houses have been damaged or destroyed and more than 
1.6 million people are in need of shelter. Due to multiple displacements, 9.9 million are in need of life saving and essential NFIs.    
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