
 
Facts & Figures 

(as of 14 January 2013) 

Estimated number  

of people affected 

by the crisis: 

4,000,000  

 

Estimated number 

of internally 

displaced:  

2,000,000 (UNOCHA) 

 

Number of refugees 

- registered & 

awaiting 

registration 

(UNHCR) 

 Lebanon: 197,624 
 Turkey: 150,906 
      (GOT) 
 Jordan: 176,569 

 Iraq: 69,828 
 Egypt: 13,292 
 N. Africa: 5,059 

TOTAL : 613,278 
 
European Union 

humanitarian 

funding to date: 

€ 358 million 

(includes €149.3 

million from the EU 

budget and over €208 

million from Member 

States).  
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 There is still an urgent need for additional funding from donors for 
international relief operations. 

 It is vital to continue addressing the winter-related challenges 
immediately. 

 Imperative that additional assistance addresses the needs of 
displaced populations throughout Syria and not just in the 

"hotspots". 

 Need to increase the number of humanitarian organisations 
authorized to provide assistance inside Syria to cope with increasing 

needs. 
 Donors urgently need to provide and expand assistance to 

neighbouring countries hosting refugees. 
 Respect for the protection of civilians, including humanitarian 

workers and especially medical personnel and facilities, and 
unfettered access to conflict zones throughout the country need to 

be ensured. 

 Advocacy through all possible channels to call for increased access 
and a strengthened presence of international humanitarian workers 

on the ground. 
 Keeping the humanitarian and political tracks separate to facilitate 

access to those in need remains a priority.  
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Increasing number of civilians fleeing the violence in need of urgent help 

The humanitarian situation is continuing to deteriorate as violence intensifies and fighting continues throughout the 
country. The onset of severe winter weather is also bringing new suffering to both IDP's and refugees. 

An estimated 4 million people are affected by the on-going violence. UN OCHA estimates that at 2,000,000 will be 
displaced by early 2013 (this is a conservative estimate). Every day of violence adds to this number. There are now 
613,278 (registered and awaiting-registration) refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq, Egypt and North 

Africa. This number is rising daily as hostilities continue. 

There is also an ever growing concern for the estimated 80,000 Iraqi and 500,000 Palestinian refugees living in 
Syria and whose vulnerability is increasing. The conflict now implicates groups of the population previously neutral 
as Kurds and Palestinians. Palestinians, in particular, are getting drawn into the conflict and numerous fatalities 

have been reported. Many Palestinians have already fled the country. 

Major needs and related problems 

Some progress had been made in terms of access. SARC have granted formal approval to 8 INGOs to work in Syria 
(namely Action Contre La Faim, Première Urgence, Danish Refugee Council, International Medical Corps, Help, 
Institut Européen de Coopération et de Développement (IECD), Secours Islamique France, Terre des Hommes-

Italy); negotiations to open the country to more INGOs are ongoing. The UN and the Government of Syria have 
agreed to extend authorization to work in Syria to 100 local NGOs. Although aid delivery is even more precarious, 
severely constrained by security issues, humanitarian access throughout Syria is not impossible and substantial 
deliveries of humanitarian aid continue. Attacks on humanitarian workers have also continued unabated (so far, 7 

SARC volunteers and 8 UN staff members have been killed, and ambulances and UN vehicles are still being 
sporadically attacked). 

Emergency needs have increased in the country. Treating and evacuating the wounded, as well as winterization, are 

a priority. Food prices have risen dramatically and scarcity of food items, non-food items and obtaining fuel is a 
major challenge. Civilians attempting to flee from fighting need urgent assistance and protection. There is restricted 

access to basic services in areas affected by fighting. Increasing numbers of people are leaving their homes and 

communities' vulnerability is growing.  

In November WFP provided food assistance to 1,360,000 people in all 14 Syrian governorates impacted by the 
current events. In December, WFP continues distributions to meet the target of 1.5 million beneficiaries per month. 
but has been recently forced to cut food rations due to a funding shortage and has also reported recent difficulties in 

delivering aid to those in need. 

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) carries on delivery of food assistance and, during the month of 
November, ICRC has covered a total of about 120,000 people. More than 710,000 children have been vaccinated 

against polio and about 580,000 children against measles in a joint campaign of UNICEF, WHO, the Ministry of 
Health, the Syrian Arab Red Crescent and NGO partners. Between end of November and beginning of December, 
UNHCR and UNDP deliver basic household items to 39,000 people in Homs, Hassakeh and Ar-Raqqa. 

In neighbouring countries (Jordan, Lebanon, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt), the influx of refugees has dramatically 
increased over the past months. The continuous influx of Syrians is increasing the burden on the host communities 
and is fuelling tensions in some areas. Assessment of the conditions of refugees living outside the camps is needed 
as well as humanitarian assistance (especially shelter and winterization). 

 

Funding 

EU humanitarian funding for Syria now totals from €149.3 million and is providing life-saving assistance both 

inside Syria and to those who have been forced to flee the violence in the country.  This includes €6 million that 

has been provided to Iraqi refugees based in Syria as well as €3.3 million to Palestinian refugees leaving Syria 
for Lebanon.  

This humanitarian assistance covers:  

- In Syria for Syrian IDPs and host communities: inter alia, medical emergency relief, protection, food-nutritional 
items, water, sanitation, shelter, winterization and psychosocial support. It will also cover the needs of the most 
vulnerable Palestinian refugees. 

- Outside Syria, for people who have fled their homes to seek protection in neighbouring countries and host 
communities: inter alia, shelter, winterization, food, water & sanitation, emergency medical rehabilitation to prevent 
further disabilities in wounded persons, legal assistance. 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

The European Union's Humanitarian Response 



European Union Member States (Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, 

Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, 
Sweden, United Kingdom) have also mobilised substantial humanitarian funding of over €208 million. 

Austria, France, Hungary, Sweden, Italy, Slovakia and Norway, participating states in the European Civil Protection 
Mechanism, have responded to an appeal launched by the Commission's Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) for in-
kind and financial assistance for Syrians who have fled to Turkey. This was a result of the 12 April letter sent to the 

European Commission Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection department by the Turkish Authorities confirming that they 
accepted the "burden-sharing proposals of the international community" and providing details of the type of assistance 
required for Syrian refugees in Turkey. The appeal of 14 September from the Government of Jordan resulted in the second 
activation of the MIC.  To date, Austria, Luxembourg, Norway, Slovakia and Denmark have responded to the appeal 
by sending in-kind assistance. 

Outreach and coordination with humanitarian partners 

The Syria Humanitarian Forum: The 6th Syria Humanitarian Forum (SHF) was held in Geneva on 9 November 2012. The 
European Commission/ECHO is co-facilitating the SHF process. During the Forum there were numerous expressions of 

frustration regarding the lack of a political solution. This meeting again reported on a significant increase in humanitarian 
aid deliveries amidst a deteriorating humanitarian situation.  Additional humanitarian aid was reported as being outpaced 
by the speed with which new humanitarian needs are being created. It was confirmed by the UN that the main reason for 
lack of access was now insecurity and does not depend on the categorization between rebel-held or regime-held areas. It 
was also reported that the current numbers of IDPs and affected people are rather conservative and that the needs are 
going up rapidly. It was stated that regional plans will be updated by 19 December. There were further pledges of 

additional humanitarian funding from the US, UK, Sweden and Japan and announcements of further fund-raising efforts 
from the EU and Italy.  

The SHF again saw a unanimous call for the respect of international humanitarian law by both parties in the conflict 
(including respect to medical personnel and facilities) and for supporting neighbouring countries in their assistance to 
refugees. The next SHF will take place on 19 February. 

The High-Level Pledging Conference for Syria in Kuwait city on 30 January will focus exclusively fund-raising for the 

humanitarian crisis. The Emir of Kuwait will deliver an introductory statement followed by interventions from Kofi Annan, 
the UN Secretary General, Valerie Amos, UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator. and Antonio Guterres, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees.. The UN will present their revised 
appeals and stress the need for more funding. Commissioner Georgieva will attend. 

Commissioner Georgieva recently travelled to Lebanon and Jordan (14 to 17 December) to convey the EU's solidarity 
with countries hosting the majority of Syrian refugees.  The aim of the visit was to advocate for international humanitarian 

law, and to encourage humanitarian coordination and contingency planning.  In Jordan she took part in a joint meeting 
between the Minister for Foreign Affairs, major donors and UN agencies which resulted in the creation of a coordination 
mechanism of humanitarian assistance for the refugees. 

Revised Syrian Government Response Plan: the fourth revision (publicly released 19 December 2012) appeals for US$ 
519 million during the period between 1 January and 30 June 2013 (the budget of the previous version amounted to 

US$ 347 million, with funding at 55% as of 31/12/12). The new working figures are: 4 million people persons affected, 2.5 
million in need of assistance, 3 million food insecure, 2 million displaced. The eight international Non-Governmental 
Organisations (INGOs) authorized to operate in Syria (Action Contre La Faim, Première Urgence, Danish Refugee Council, 
International Medical Corps, Help, Institut Européen de Coopération et de Développement (IECD), Secours Islamique 
France (SIF), Terres des Hommes – Italy) are playing a critical role in the response. UN agencies are expanding their 
network of 100 local partners, as agreed with the Government of Syria. Discussions for allowing more INGOs to operate in 

the country are on-going. 

Revised Syrian Regional Response Plan (Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq): the fourth revision (released on 19 
December) appeals for US$ 1 billion for the period between 1 January and 30 June 2013. This is already funded at around 
27.3% (the budget of the previous version amounted at US$ 487.9 million and was funded at 69% as of 31/12/2012)). 
Beneficiaries: up to 1.1 million Syrian refugees in the region (300,000 in Jordan, 300,000 in Lebanon, 380,000 in Turkey, 
90,000 Iraq and 30,000 in Egypt). 

In New York on 26 September, an informal ministerial-level consultation on the humanitarian situation in Syria 
and neighbouring countries was held on the side-lines of the United Nations General Assembly. The meeting was co-
chaired by Commissioner Kristalina Georgieva and H.R.H Prince Zeid Ra'ad Zeid Al-Hussein, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.  The countries represented at the meeting included 7 EU Member 
States, Australia, Canada, China, Iraq, Japan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Norway, Qatar, Russia, Saudi Arabia, Switzerland, Turkey, 
United Arab Emirates and the USA. The leaders of the major humanitarian actors also attended, including ICRC, OCHA, 

OIC, WFP and UNHCR.  Among the conclusions was an unanimous call on all parties to the conflict to commit 
publicly to respecting in full their obligations to protect civilians, to ensure in particular the protection of 
medical personnel and facilities against the effects of fighting, and to allow access for humanitarian workers. 

Provision of humanitarian aid funded by the Commission is channeled through mandated and professional 
international organizations in accordance with the humanitarian principles; aid is provided to all those in need, 
irrespective of their creed or political affiliation. 

The Commission's Humanitarian Aid department is in regular and frequent contact with the main humanitarian players (UN 
agencies, ICRC, NGO's) in both the field and in Brussels. 

The Commission is also actively assisting Member States with information and advice about the humanitarian situation on 
the ground. Through its network of humanitarian experts, information can be provided rapidly and regularly. 
  



 

.HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR SYRIA 

 
The EU as a whole is leading the international humanitarian response to the 
Syria crisis. EU Member States and the Commission together have mobilised 

over €358 million so far, accounting for 53% of the international response. 
The US counts for over 22% and other donors for 25%. 

 

International humanitarian Assistance to Syria crisis 
 

Donor in % of total TOTAL FUNDING  in € 

EU TOTAL 53% 358,157,096 

United States 22% 150,591,633 

Other donors 25% 172,244,792 

Grand Total 100% €680,993,521 

(Sources: EDRIS and UN OCHA FTS, exchange rate €1 = $1.27) 

ECHO and EU Member States humanitarian aid to Syria Crisis  

Austria 3,730,000   

Belgium 2,000,000   

Bulgaria 140,395  

Czech Republic 811,237  

Denmark 3,422,824  

Estonia 220,000  

France 11,089,000  

Finland 3,597,418  

Germany 49,560,250  

Greece 100,000  

Hungary 159,185   

Ireland 1,600,000  

Italy 6,549,890  

Latvia 43,000 

Lithuania 14,481  

Luxembourg 2,001,239  

Netherlands 21,950,000  

Poland 1,363,240  

Slovakia 210,000 

Slovenia 60,000 

Spain 1,705,852  

Sweden 16,571,677  

United Kingdom 81,957,405  

TOTAL MEMBER STATES €208,857,096   

EU * € 149,300,000  

TOTAL EU €358,157,096  
 

* In addition to €140 million in funding from the humanitarian budget, this amount includes an allocation of €6 million for Iraqi refugees in 

Syria as well as €3.3 million for Palestinian refugees leaving Syria to Lebanon. 


