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Overview of Australia’s response  

The Syrian conflict is the biggest humanitarian, peace and security crisis facing the world today. 

Intensified fighting and a deteriorating humanitarian situation continue to cause massive people 

flows within Syria and into the region.  

10.8 million people inside Syria are in need of humanitarian assistance while more than 2.9 

million have fled to neighbouring countries, including Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt. 

Australia has provided $130.8 million in humanitarian funding since the conflict began in 2011. 

This includes $59.5 million for assistance to people inside Syria and $71.3 million to help the 

refugees in the region and the communities they are residing in.  

This funding has been channelled through United Nations agencies, international humanitarian 

organisations and Australian non-government organisations to reach people in need. By working 

with these partners, Australian funding has been able to deliver shelter, protection, food, water 

and sanitation, education, health and medical services in response to the crisis. 

Key statistics 

 
10.8  million 

People in need of humanitarian assistance inside Syria 

 
2.9  million 

Syrian refugees in the region 

 
6.4  million 

Internally displaced people inside Syria 

 
1.5 million 

Refugees who are children 

 
4.7  million 

People living in hard-to-reach areas inside Syria 

 
85% 

Syrian refugees residing in host communities 

 
170,000* 

People killed since the start of the conflict 

 
3.59  million 

Estimated number of refugees by the end of 2014 

$130.8 million 
Australian Government funding to respond to the Syria humanitarian crisis 
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What our funding has achieved 

 

Food security 

4.02 million people in Syria 

received food assistance, agricultural 

and livestock support and food and 

cash grants. More than 2 million 

refugees in the region received food 

assistance. 

Nutrition 

More than 500,000 children and 

more than 300,000 pregnant and 

lactating women in Syria received 

screening or treatment for malnutrition. 

Health 

3.6 million people in Syria 

received health consultations, 

treatments and medical interventions. 

Syrian refugees made more than a 

million visits to primary health care 

facilities and more than 1.5 million 

vaccinations were given against 

measles and other diseases. 

Water, sanitation & hygiene 

10 million people in Syria and 

836,000 people in the region received 

safe drinking water through delivery, 

storage facilities or connection to the 

water network. 

Shelter 

151 collective shelters in Syria 

were rehabilitated and more than 

144,000 tents and temporary and 

emergency shelters were distributed to 

vulnerable families in the region. 2.6 

million people in Syria and 

approximately 1.6 million refugees were 

provided with household items. 

Education 

School supplies were delivered to 

1.5 million children in Syria, while 

310,000 children took part in remedial 

education and catch-up classes. 670 

schools in the region were assisted with 

infrastructure, renovations and 

refurbishments, while more than 8800 

teachers and other support staff 

received training. 

Protection 

Over 150,000 people received 

legal and social services through eight 

community centres in Syria. An 

additional 460,000 children received 

psycho-social support to help them cope 

with the violence and displacement they 

had faced. 339,000 refugee and host 

community children also benefitted 

from psycho-social support and 

activities. 

Livelihoods 

55,000 families in Syria with 

disrupted livelihoods received support. 

For instance, around 5,000 local 

labourers were employed in a cash-for-

work scheme for solid waste removal, 

improving living conditions for 700,000 

internally displaced people. 
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Our assistance is part of a united international response to the Syria crisis to address the 

needs of the most vulnerable victims of this conflict. In 2013, our funding contributed to 

the following global results in Syria and neighbouring countries via United Nations appeals. 

Australian funding by 

organisation type since 2011 

Australian funding by country 

since 2011 
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