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Protection Situation Update: Equatoria Region	
14 December 2016 

	
General situation 
	
People from all parts of Equatoria, including Juba continue to flee South Sudan for Uganda and 
Kenya from fear of being caught up in the fighting between SPLA government forces and armed 
groups now aligned with the so called “IO forces” in the region. When local authorities, IDPs and 
the local population are asked what generates the fear that makes people flee, there is a unanimous 
response, “the SPLA Dinka” targeting the local population because they think the population is 
supporting the SPLM-IO. But people are also fearful of IO abductions of children, looting of food 
and property and in some cases abuse and rape of local women and girls. People expressed the 
current conflict resulting from domination by the “Dinka” that has existed for decades particularly by 
the well-armed Dinka cattle herders who regularly move into the region and steal, abuse, and 
incidents of conflict resulting in deaths of the local population. The descriptions of fear and abuse 
are more defined as an ethnic-tribal incursion into the Equatoria region than a conflict between the 
government and a rebel group. As a result of this ethnic division, Dinka that have been residing in 
the Equatoria region, the largest number in Yei town, have been fleeing from Yei with 
SPLA/government support for fear of attack. The RRC in Juba has recorded over 46,000 “Dinka 
returnees” fleeing from Yei. Some of these Dinka now in Juba have described harassment, threats 
and killings by the local population in Yei town after the SPLA forcibly displaced thousands of the 
local population from surrounding villages into Yei town with reports of numerous killings, detention, 
disappearances, rapes, looting and burning of houses, farms and property.   
 
The local communities are torn apart as families do not want their children caught up in the fighting. 
Over 80 percent of refugees registered in surrounding countries are women and children. Young 
men remain to try and protect their property, including crops for their livelihood and in some reported 
cases they join the rebel forces. The local authorities and Church leaders are trying their best to 
bring some dialogue with the National government and the rebel forces. These efforts need to be 
further supported. So far, since July 2016, the conflict has been escalating with increasing number 
of SPLA forces moving into the area resulting in increasing clashes with the local population that 
have joined the so called “IO forces” in most parts of the Equatoria region. The estimated number 
of IDPs in the region is now over 400,000 IDPs (WE 120,000, CE 200,000, EE 100,000) and there 
are now over 580,000 South Sudanese refugees in Uganda of which well over half of these arrived 
since the July 2016 Juba conflict.  
 
There are an increasing number of people fleeing to Kenya originating from areas such as Lainya, 
Wandaruba, and Yei, Juba, Torit and surrounding areas. From monitoring, people report that they 
find this route safer as the roads to the Ugandan border are dangerous with armed bandits, SPLA 
and IO groups controlling, harassing, robbing and targeting people fleeing. That said, incidents of 
banditry by unknown small armed groups targeting and looting civilians fleeing to Kenya along the 
Juba-Torit-Kapota road are also reported. There are now over 95,000 South Sudanese refugees in 
Kenya. 
 
The general situation continues to worsen since the last 7 October Protection Cluster Situation 
Update in terms of incidences causing displacement.  
 
In Western Equatoria, around Yambio town recent conflict in November has caused over 25,000 
IDPs to flee neighbourhoods and have been unable to return with continuous threats of conflict and 
attacks causing difficulty to access many IDPs living with host communities. In Mundri East and 
West and Mvolo, clashes for months have caused significant displacement with over an estimated 
50,000 IDPs also unable to return because of insecurity by conflict. In Ezo and from Rii-Rongu there 
are currently an estimated 30,000 IDPs not able to return, mainly from fear of more conflict between 
SPLA and South Sudan People’s Patriotic Front (SSPPF), made up of mainly former Arrow Boys 
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now aligned with the SPLM-IO. Incidents of force recruitment; abductions; looting of civilian 
properties and SGBV by SSPPF are reported in the recent months. SPLA and armed civilian Dinka 
have allegedly conducted target killings; lootings; arbitrary arrests and detentions as well as 
harassment of civilian population in areas that are believed to have been used as passage by 
SSPPF during the 10 November 2016 attack inside Yambio town. Despite the ending of the 
Presidential amnesty offer that resulted in over 400 rebels surrendering, the Governor of Gbudwe 
state has continued to encourage the armed youth to surrender. An additional 57 armed youth and 
a commander recently surrendered.  Following the arrest of the Paramount Chief and leader of 
Azande community in Western Equatoria, the governor has also stated a full scale war will 
commence for 90 days to rid the region of the rebel forces.  
 
In Central Equatoria displacement is from all across the Greater Yei area, including Lainya, 
Morobo, Kajokeji and south to the border villages. The situation in Yei town has been calmer 
recently than the past weeks. However, a military build-up has been reported including tanks and 
attacks by air-gunships causing fear and more displacement. Over 50,000 IDPs from surrounding 
villages remain in town unable to move freely because of SPLA and armed group checkpoints on 
the main roads leading to the Uganda and DRC borders and Juba. It is estimated that there are 
50,000 IDPs in the outer villages of the Greater Yei area, including Lainya, and another 50,000 from 
the greater Yei area, mainly Dinka, who have fled to Juba and other areas in the north of the country.  
In addition to IDPs from the Equatoria region, a conservative estimate of 50,000 IDPs from other 
parts of South Sudan are also presently residing in Juba. More monitoring and reporting has been 
obtained from the Yei community, particularly in Uganda and IDPs in Yei town. More reports of 
human rights abuses have been obtained from the population from Yei since August, including 
lootings, arbitrary arrests and detentions, indiscriminate killings and burning of civilians in their 
houses, retribution-type killings and continuing reports of SGBV by SPLA soldiers against women 
trying to access food while walking from the town to their houses and farms. There have been no 
major clashes reported in Kajo-Keji since the June clashes in Nyepo. Daily life is continuing and the 
general security situation is relatively calm at the moment, but regardless of age or gender of 
civilians, the local population is suspected of being aligned or sympathetic to the IO particularly in 
the surrounding villages. Two villages Jalimo and Kinyiba are reported to have been targeted by 
the SPLA with houses looted and burnt down. There is ongoing harassment, house to house 
searches and interrogations, abuse, and reports of the disappearance of over 300 youth.  
 
About 10,000 IDPs displace from Lainya and Kala are reported by the ECS church to be in Ajio 
(west of Kajo-Keji) and 16,759 IDPs are reported to be in Liwolo comprising IDPs from Lainya, Yei  
and Morobo and the largest number of them are refugee returnees from the Bidi-Bidi camps in 
Uganda. The reasons given by the returnees for leaving Uganda is lack of water in the camp area 
and looting by the local Aringa ethnic group in the Bidi-Bidi area.   
 
The relative calm in Kajo-Keji town is attributed to a peace conference which was held in October 
that brought all the government authorities including the SPLA commanders and the communities 
together to voice their concerns about the need for peace. The role of the Churches has been 
significant in advocating with all parties for peace. 
 
In Eastern Equatoria, young males continue to be targeted by the SPLA with increasing reports 
from the areas south of Torit in and around Magwi and Pageri towns (both of which are reported to 
be largely now deserted).  People in Torit estimate 30 percent of the population has left although 
the markets remain open and there is relative calm in the town and immediate surrounding villages. 
Despite this, there are indicators that the security situation in Torit and surrounding villages and 
those south to the border could deteriorate causing further displacement. So far Kapoeta has been 
relatively unaffected by conflict but areas south have experienced conflict and displacement created 
by youth and defectors from the SPLA in October (in Chukudum in Budi county). Most of these IDPs 
have returned or fled to Kenya. The roads to Magwi, which leads to Pageri, Parjok, and Nimule 
have been described as impassable for security reasons.  
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Lack of freedom of movement from security limits access to farmland and the socio-economic 
effects of the conflict, namely; inflation, unemployment, prevention of traditional income generating 
activities, delayed or no payment of salaries and inability of goods to reach markets are all 
contributing to increasing food insecurity in all of the Equatoria region.  
 
 
Recommendations:  
 

• Scale up Child Protection addressing schooling, child tracing, abductions and GBV 
response in all areas of the Equatoria region.  
 

• Provide support for all parties to the conflict to establish a dialogue. Neutral community 
leadership groups such as church leaders are in the best position to do this. 
 

• Advocate for freedom of movement to allow for all civilians to seek safety and security in 
South Sudan or to seek asylum in neighbouring countries.  

 
• Advocate for UNMISS together with humanitarian actors to make regular patrols to help 

calm conflict in identified areas of the Equatoria region. 
 

• Documentation and reporting of hate speech, serious crimes, human rights violations and 
abuses causing displacement should continue to support activities for justice and 
accountability to support durable solutions. 

 
• Establish or strengthen Community Based Protection Networks in IDP communities hosting 

large numbers of IDPs and train members on protection monitoring/reporting, referrals and 
response. 
 

• Avoid the establishment of POC sites by ensuring freedom of movement and accessing 
communities that receive IDPs with assistance and establish the above mentioned 
Community based support.  

 


