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SITUATION OVERVIEW

FUNDING: OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR THE PREVENTION OF FAMIINE

The humanitarian situation in Somalia is rapidly deteriorating. Malnutrition and drought-related disease outbreaks are on 
the rise. AWD/Cholera has spread to 11 out of 18 regions, with a sharp increase during the month of February. Drought-
related displacement nearly doubled from 62,000 newly displaced in January to 106,000 in February, according to UNHCR. 
This brings the number of people displaced by drought since November 2016 to over 250,000. Half of the population - 6.2 
out of the 12.3 million people - are acutely food insecure and in need of humanitarian assistance.

Humanitarian partners are scaling up the response. Food Security cluster partners have more than doubled the number 
of people reached in February with improved access to food to 1.1 million people, up from 490,000 people in January. In 

female and 35,100 male) were provided with primary and secondary health care services. Health partners opened eight 
Cholera Treatment Centres (CTC) and six Cholera Treatment Units (CTU) in Middle Shabelle (2 CTCs and 3 CTUs), Lower 
Shabelle (3 CTCs and 3 CTUs), Hiraan (1CTC), Banadir (1 CTC) and Bay (1 CTC). As of end of February, some 568,600 people 
received temporary and/or sustainable access to safe water. Over 36,000 people were assisted with safe sanitation and 
some 498,000 people with hygiene promotion activities. Nearly 25,000 people were reached with protection services, 
while education partners reached 8,235 children. Close to 52,500 persons received shelter support packages in February, a 
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NUTRITION

108,800 
children reached 2.2 children targeted

Number of children under age 5 treated for malnutrition 
in February 2017

NEEDS
RESPONSE

Improve nutrition status and access to nutrition services for emergency affected 
populations through predictable, timely, effective and at scale response thereby 
enhancing resilience.

• The reporting rate by Nutrition cluster currently 
stands at 91 per cent.

• Nutrition partners reported admission of nearly 
16,800 beneficiaries to Outpatient Therapeutic 
Programme/Stabilization Centers (OTP/SC) in 
February. In January, 15,855 cases admitted to 
the OTP/SC programmes.

• More than 98,238 children under age 5 and 
pregnant and lactating mothers were treated 
under the Treatment for Moderate Acute 
Malnutrition (MAM) in February, including while 
a total of 10,500 new admissions.

• Besides the routine nutrition interventions, the 
nutrition cluster initiated a bi-weekly reporting 
system, during which nearly 45,000 children 
were screened for malnutrition. 

For more information, contact: sdesie@unicef.org

FOOD SECURITY

NEEDS

GAPS

RESPONSE

Improved immediate access to food for people in emergency and crisis. Provide emergency 
livestock assets protection support, provide seasonally-appropriate and livelihood-specific 
inputs to enable them to produce their food in upcoming Gu season.

• Food Security partners further scaled up in 
February and reached nearly 1,1 million  
beneficiaries with Improved Access to Food and 
Safety Nets. This accounts for 35 per cent of the 
famine prevention target and is a near doubling 
from the 490,000 people reached in January 
with Improved Access to Food and Safety Nets. 
Some 105,300 beneficiaries were reached 
through Livelihood Assets related interventions 
(5 per cent of the monthly target) and 2,700 
people were reached through animal treatment. 
February is the first month of seasonal inputs 
distribution.

• In February, most of the Food Security Cluster 
partners’ responses shifted to improved Access 
to Food and Safety Nets activities to address 
the immediate needs of the people in drought-
affected areas. 

• Access to food response has increased 
significantly across all the regions of Somalia 
particularly in the famine risk regions 
compared to January. The significant increase 
in beneficiaries outreach is in line with the 
scaled up cluster response strategy and has to 
be sustained and boosted further to avert the 
famine risk.

• Some 6.2 million people need assistance across 
Somalia. 

• Improved access to food, provide emergency 
livestock assets protection support, provision 
of seasonal livelihoods input depending on 
the severity of the food insecurity (IPC phases).
In addition, to provide regular and predictable 
safety-net programmes for vulnerable 
communities.

6.2 million
people in need

1.1 million
people reached                                  

3 million
Monthly target

Number of people targeted and reached in 
February2017 through activities geared towards improv-
ing access to food and safety nets.

Number of people targeted and reached in 
February 2017 through livelihood investment and assets 
activities. 

Number of people targeted and reached in February 2017  
through livelihood inputs.

For more information, contact: mulugeta.shibru@fao.org & charles.hopkins@wfp.org

105,300
people reached

2,700
people reached

2.1 million
Monthly target

3.2 million
Seasonal target

1  
  Provide life-saving and life-sustaining integrated multi-sectoral assistance to reduce acute humanitarian needs  

          among the most vulnerable people.

2
   

Reduce acute malnutrition levels in settlements for internally displaced and host communities through          
          integrated multi-sectoral emergency response.

3   
Reinforce the protection of the displaced, and other vulnerable groups at risk, and enable durable solutions.

4  Support the restoration of livelihoods, promote basic services to build resilience to recurrent shocks, and   
         catalyze more sustainable solutions.  

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

 • Continued underfunding and lack of 
humanitarian access in some parts of the 
country.

• Access challenges and inadequate funding 
continue to impact response activities 
particularly in southern and central Somalia. 
For example, the lack of access due to insecurity 
in Middle Juba has resulted to has affected 
response and requires urgent action.

 • With close to one million children expected to be 
malnourished in 2017, the nutrition cluster aims 
to reach 200,000 Severely Acute Malnourished 
(SAM) children with lifesaving therapeutic 
interventions during the first half of the year. 

• A total of 2.2 million people are targeted 
through both preventive and curative 
programmes throughout 2017, including 
770,000 malnourished children and pregnant 
and lactating mothers through TSFP, as well as 
1.43 million children and pregnant and lactating 
women under prevention activities such as 
Blanket Supplementary Feeding and MCHN. 
Those figures are annual, and not monthly 
targets.

GAPS
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WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH)

NEEDS

• In Bay and Bakool regions, most AWD/cholera deaths cases are being reported from rural villages 
without health facilities and with very poor wash services. The level of Wash operations outside Baidoa 
in these two regions is very limited and needs to be urgently scaled-up to meet the needs.

•    The Wash cluster funding shortfall continues to hamper delivery of life-saving Wash services to the most 
vulnerable people including internally displaced.

•    Limited access to some of the most affected area in terms of AWD/cholera is seriously hampering the 
provision of Wash services.

RESPONSE

Provide access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene. Provide reliable and sustained 
access to sufficient safe water.

• WASH partners have scaled up provision of 
temporary access to water in Somaliland and 
Puntland (Bari, Nugaal, Sool, Sanaag, Togdheer), 
albeit with limited resources.

· For the month of February 2017, the WASH 
cluster partners, have especially stepped up 
efforts in AWD/Cholera response reaching a 
total of 272,000 people in southern and central 
Somalia through distribution of hygiene kits, 
chlorination of water points and hygiene 
promotion campaigns.

• Drought conditions have exacerbated in 
Puntland and Somaliland and expanded to 
other regions in southern and central Somalia, 
including Bakool, Bay, Gedo, Hiraan, Galgaduud, 
Mudug and Lower Juba regions. 

• The resultant widespread water shortages have 
led to an increase in suspected AWD/Cholera 
cases. Some 9,192 cases and 232 related deaths 
were recorded in the first two months of 2017, 
with a high number in hard to reach areas of Bay 
and Bakool.

4.5 million
people in need and targeted 

89,900
people reached

1.5million
people targeted

Number of people provided with sustained access to safe 
water as of February 2017.

Number of people provided with temporary supply of 
safe water as of February 2017.

For more information, contact: plaurent@unicef.org

478,700
people reached

2.5 million
people targeted

GAPS

HEALTH

4.3 million                             
people in need

Number of people receiving primary and/or basic 
secondary health care services in February 2017.

NEEDS RESPONSE

The Health Cluster is targeting vulnerable people for improved health care, with a focus on life-
saving services including timely and adequate response to disease outbreaks and epidemics.

• Health needs have increased dramatically across 
the country during the reporting period. AWD/
Cholera cases and deaths continue to rise sharply 
due to the depletion of water sources as result of 
the worsening drought. The need for essential 
life-saving medicines has increased and more 
affected areas are in need of urgent support 
with life-saving medicines. These include 
Jubaland, Hirshabelle, Galmudug, Puntland 
and Somaliland. The increased vulnerability of 
the population, especially children, requires 
improved immunization coverage from the 
current rate of 56 per cent. Qualified medical 
personnel are fleeing the affected areas and 
Somalia is short of WHO minimum standards 
for health worker-to-population ratio by 20,434 
((FHWs).

For more information, contact: mouradil@who.int

113,600 
people reached        

1.9 million
people targeted

GAPS
•   In Bay and Bakool regions, most AWD/cholera 

deaths have been reported in rural villages 
without health facilities. The few available 
Cholera Treatment Centres (CTC) mainly in the 
towns, are overcrowded. There is urgent need 
to build new CTCs/Cholera Treatment Units in 
Bay and Bakool regions. 

• The health cluster funding shortfall continues 
to hamper delivery of life-saving health services 
to the most vulnerable people including the 
internally displaced. 

• Shortage of life-saving medical supplies to 
health facilities, especially in drought-affected 
areas. Delays in delivery of medical supplies 
due to transportation challenges have resulted 
in frequent shortages in health facilities across 
the country. 

• In response to the AWD/cholera outbreak which 
has been worsened by the deepening drought, 
health partners have opened eight Cholera 
Treatment Centres in five regions.

• In Mudug region, health partners have scaled 
up services in the existing static health facilities 
supported through the Joint Health and 
Nutrition Programme to improve treatment of 
common illnesses and treatment of children 
with SAM health complications, anti-natal and 
postnatal care and immunization. 

• Early warning and surveillance has been scaled 
up in all AWD/cholera high-risk districts country-
wide. 

• The National Central Laboratory established 
by WHO in 2015, is playing a major role in the 
ongoing famine prevention and AWD/cholera 
response efforts. All suspected AWD/cholera 
stool sample investigations and diagnostic tests 
are done in the laboratory. 

• Some 113,600 (35,100 male and 78,510 female) 
were provided with primary and secondary 
health care services. 

498,000
people reached

2.5 million
people targeted

Number of beneficiaries reached through hygiene 
activities, including hygiene kits distribution, as end of 
February.
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SHELTER

1.2 million
people in need

700,000 
people targeted

Number of displaced people assisted with non food items  
in February 2017.

Number of people assisted with transitional shelter 
solutions since January 2017.

NEEDS

GAPS

RESPONSE

Provide non-food items and emergency shelter for newly-displaced people. Improve 
shelter conditions in existing settlements.

    From January to February 2017:

•  Nearly 58,800 people have received emergency 
assistance packages. 

•   Emergency shelter kits were distributed to nearly 
1,800 people. 

• Some 900 persons were supported with 
permanent shelter. 

• Transitional shelter was provided to nearly 7,100 
people.

  In February 2017:

• Nearly 52,500 people have received emergency 
assistance packages. 

• Transitional shelter was provided to nearly 600 
people.

For more information, contact: goddeeri@unhcr.org

7,100
people reached

450,000
people targeted

• There are major gaps throughout the country due to the rising numbers of emergencies.  Emergency 
stocks need to be replenished to allow for further contingencies in most regions. The Shelter Cluster 
reports lack of funding to respond to emergencies and provide more durable solutions in accessible 
areas where the cluster has achieved great steps in regard to local integration. In many regions, shelter 
partners are closing offices as they are not able to sustain staffing due to limited funding. Shelter 
capacity for emergency response is therefore decreasing while needs are increasing.

• More than 250,000 people have been displaced 
due to drought since November 2016. Drought-
distress migration by pastoralists in search of 
water and pasture has also increased. Many 
people have lost their livelihoods. Some 
drought-displaced people have joined existing 
IDP settlements while others have created new 
settlements in the periphery of towns. They 
need emergency shelter and NFIs. 

58,800
people reached        

EDUCATION
NEEDS

GAPS

RESPONSE

Ensure emergency and crisis affected children have access to safe and protective learning 
environments, and are engaged in life-saving learning.

 • 8,235  children  in  35  schools  are  currently 
being  supported  with  water  provision.  

• The education cluster, through regular 
education in emergencies, is supporting 
26,000 school children.  These  were  supported  
through provision  of  school  supplies,  safe  
learning spaces, teachers support among other.

• An estimated 378,740 children, including 
165,740 girls, are enrolled in schools in drought 
affected areas. It is estimated that some 30 per 
cent (133,600) are at risk of dropping out.

• Nearly 50,000 school-going children will be 
displaced if the situation deteriorates to 2011 
levels. 

• In some of the worst drought-affected areas, 
learner absenteeism is on the rise. In Puntland, 
more than 20,000 children have already 
dropped out.

8,235
learners reached

Numbers of school children with access to safe drinking 
water in January and February.

For more information, contact: plaurent@unicef.org

• Prioritizing an integrated response across clusters that includes schools and school going children as a 
specific target group for WASH, Health, Food Security and Nutrition response projects is needed to keep 
school children alive and safe curing the crisis. 

164.000
school children in need

164.000
school children targeted
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LOGISTICS

100% of Service Requests 
Fulfilled

NEEDS
• As a Support Cluster, the Logistics Cluster is providing a logistics coordination and information 

management platform to the humanitarian community, as well as cost-recovery services to fill gaps in 
the response where needed. Cluster partners have requested for more access updates. Partners have 
also indicated a need for warehousing information in various locations. The cluster is compiling an 
updated road access map and relevant information on local storage providers to share with partners. 

RESPONSE
• In February, the WFP-led Logistics Cluster facilitated the airlift of 10 mt of nutrition supplies to Luuq 

on behalf of Trocaire, as well as 12 mt of Nutrition and Health supplies to Diinsor and Wajid on behalf 
of UNICEF. The Cluster also facilitated the road transportation of seven cubic meters of UNFPA medical 
supplies from Mogadishu Port to Mogadishu Airport. Additionally, 375 mt of WFP food commodities 
were also airlifted using the three WFP air assets positioned in Mogadishu. The Logistics Cluster 
continues to facilitate emergency airlifts of aid cargo on cost-recovery to the most inaccessible areas 
of Somalia on a case-by-case basis. The cluster continues to assist humanitarian partners to ship relief 
supplies monthly by sea from Mombasa to Mogadishu (and/or Berbera/Bossasso/Kismayo) on a cost-
recovery basis. Space is made available for interested partners on a WFP-contracted time chartered 
vessel.

• The Logistics Cluster is coordinating and planning simultaneously with various partners in Nairobi 
and Mogadishu, including Save the Children and MSF, to address logistics bottlenecks and identify 
solutions. Cluster meetings are held in Nairobi twice a month and some cluster meetings are now 
scheduled in Mogadishu with the same frequency. The Logistics Cluster has staff present in Mogadishu, 
and Nairobi, including an Information Management Officer. All updates and information products are 
available at www.logcluster.org

• Insecurity continues to affect access in some of the drought-affected areas.
GAPS

PROTECTION

23,776
people reached

1.1 million
people targeted

15,289
Female reached 8,497Male reached 

1.1 million 
people in need

People reached through Protection Cluster services in 
February 2017.

NEEDS RESPONSE

Provide timely, effective and quality protection services to women, men, girls, and boys 
affected by conflicts and other humanitarian emergencies, and support to strengthened 
policy on protection.

• Security constraints remain a major protection 
concerns thereby limiting protection 
partners ability to ensure effective protection 
monitoring. 

• Protection partners continue to provide limited 
support to drought affected populations 
through existing programmes attributed 
to financial constraints. Without additional 
funding many vulnerable group or persons 
with specific needs (women, children, and 
elderly) will be exposed to potential protection 
risk and without access to specialized response 
services.

• Remoteness and inaccessibility to the conflict 
affected areas controlled by Al Shabaab remain 
a challenge.

• Due to the ongoing drought situation protection 
related needs have sharply increased. The 
most affected region are Bay, Bakool, Sool and 
Sanag. The majority of the population affected 
are joining the existing IDP camps in urban 
areas seeking humanitarian assistance. At least 
1.1 million internally displaced persons (IDPs) 
and other vulnerable people are exposed to 
protection risks and require improved access to 
protection services.

• Child Protection:  Child Protection partners 
reached 6,695 drought affected/ displaced 
persons (girls 1,458, boys 1,635, women 2,639 
men 953) with various CP Prevention and 
Response Services including identification, 
documentation, tracing and reunification, legal 
aid services, medical support for survivors, 
psychosocial services, interim care services, 
reintegration services and referrals to other 
sectors. 

• Explosive hazard: The Explosive hazard partners 
have reached 5,500 drought affected/displaced 
persons through mine risk education activities 
including clearance of suspected minefields /
UXOs.

• The GBV Sub Cluster partners reached 8,352 ( 
1,394 girls, boys 838, women 4,844 and men 
1,276 drought affected/displaced persons 
with GBV prevention, response and capacity 
building activities.

• Housing, Land and Property (HLP): In February 
2017 the HLP partners provided support and 
awareness interventions to 2,527 persons 
affecting entire households and marginalized 
communities through prevention of forced 
evictions, community dispute settlement, 
advocacy and provision of legal counselling 
and services 

• Tracking Population movements/
displacements:  PRMN flash report of February 
2017 shows   new internal displacement 
of approximately 47,000 drought affected 
persons (these movements are predominantly 
from rural to durable and peri- urban locations) 

• General Protection: 769   drought affected 
persons received general protection services /
interventions.

GAPS

For more information, contact:  abuya@unhcr.org

8,400
people reached

5,500
people reached

Number of persons affected by rights violation provided 
with services and/or other protection response in 
February 2017.

Number of persons benefited from risk education 
including Improvised Explosive Device (IED) awareness 
and areas clearance in February 2017.


