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1. SITUATION OVERVIEW 

 
Typhoon Melor (local name Nona) and Tropical Depression with local codename Onyok have been cleared from 
the Philippine area of responsibility as of today, however both Typhoons affected thousands of households in 
several provinces and districts in many regions. NASSA/Caritas Philippines and various Diocesan Social Action 
Centers in the affected dioceses are able to provide partial assessment data from different parts of the typhoon 
affected regions through Rapid Assessment Teams (RAT).   
 
Initial needs assessment findings indicate severe damages to shelter and peoples’ livelihoods that affected 
immediate food security of typhoon affected people in general. Primary information available from various 
dioceses and RAT team estimates over 200,000 houses have been either fully destroyed or partially damaged by 
the powerful wind. This is further supported by NDRRMC SitRep stating a total of 199,854 damaged houses 
(55,466 totally damaged, 144,388 partially damaged).
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Partial assessments will be consolidated as assessments by our teams come to a close. 
 
Meantime, another advisory on weather system reveals that the on-going strong El Niño condition is approaching 
its peak during the Nov-Dec-Jan 2015/2016 season. This may gradually weaken starting February next year. 
Drought and dry spell outlook for December showed that several provinces such as Quezon, Albay, Camarines 
Notre, Antique, Northern Samar, Western Samar, and North Cotabato, some of which were severely affected by 
the recent typhoons may experience drought.
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 Key data on affected populations 
 

Regions IV-A, IV-B, V, VII, and VIII are the hardest hit with 165,554 families or 742,991 individuals pre-emptively 
evacuated. Close to 280,788 individuals are still being served. To date, there are 41 fatalities, 24 injured, and 5 
missing.  
 
Damage to agriculture and infrastructure is now close to 5 Billion pesos (4,967,299,194.38).
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 National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council SitRep #16 issued 21 December 2015, 6:00 a.m. 
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 National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council Update on Niño Advisory No. 10, issued 10 December 

2015.   
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 National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council SitRep #16 issued 21 December 2015, 6:00 a.m. 
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Bgy. Dona Aniceta, Pambujan, Northern Samar 

1. Apostolic Vicariate of Calapan (Oriental Mindoro) 

A total of 31,420 families or 72,450 individuals have been affected by the typhoon. Totally damaged houses 
are now at 25,047 while partially damaged houses are 31,571. Most municipalities still have no electricity 
except for Calapan where power has been restored. Generally, telecommunication lines are still intermittent 
and all roads are now passable. 
 
Based on the partial assessment data by our RAT, immediate needs especially in Pola Municipality are shelter 
kits and food items. Our RAT also reported damaged water sources and systems, partial damages to fishery, 
and a 100% loss of rice crops. 

Food packs have been distributed to the different municipalities by different public and private institutions. 
Financial assistance has been provided by NASSA/Caritas Philippines as well as by Caritas Manila for shelter 
assistance and food items. 

PDRRMO data also indicates damage to infrastructure at an estimated cost of PhP 284 million. 
 

2. Diocese of Catarman (Northern Samar) 
 
Initial report from NASSA/Caritas Philippine’s Rapid 
Assessment Team identified shelter assistance to be 
the priority for the affected families. Out of the 
twenty four (24) municipalities, fourteen (14) were 
affected the most being the areas along the coast and 
the islands of Biri and Batag. PDRRMC data reports 
46,111 totally damaged houses while partially 
damaged houses totals to 72,112.  
 
In the four coastal barangays (Barangays Roxas, Doña 
Lucia, and San Agustin in the Municipality of 
Mondragon, and Barangay Doña Aniceta in the 
Municipality of Pambujan) that were assessed, our 
RAT observed that around 90% were totally damaged. 
Only about 15% of families with totally damaged houses began to rebuild their houses using scavenged 
materials while others stayed with neighbors and relatives. Evacuation centers are currently almost empty. 
 
Temporary shelter and shelter repair kits i.e. GI sheets, 
nails, and carpentry tools are the immediate needs.  
 
Food assistance is also one of the verbalized needs, with 
rice being the preferred food item. Stores are open and 
access to food market is good.  
 
On livelihood, deep sea fishing which is the livelihood 
source of at least 80% of the affected households was put 
on hold due to rough weather. There is minimal damage to 
fishing boats as several fisher folks started fishing near the 
shore for their own consumption. Further, rice, corn, and 
coconut were totally damaged in 14 coastal municipalities. 
 
On WASH, there is relatively sufficient supply of water but residents in Barangay Roxas have to buy 
commercial water at a higher price. Our RAT made a notable observation on the need for water supply 
rehabilitation as well as hygiene interventions since up to 40% of the population in the barangays practice 
open defecation. 
 

Bgy. San Agustin, Mondragon, Northern Samar 
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DSAC reports 80% of electric posts are down. Road clearing is on-going due to the fallen posts; mobile 
telecommunications however are operational.  
 

3. Diocese of Sorsogon  
 

The whole province of Sorsogon was placed under the State of Calamity following the massive devastation 
brought by Typhoon Nona now amounting to almost 1 billion pesos.
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Rapid assessments (in eight barangays) were conducted by the DSAC with NASSA/Caritas Philippines and CRS 
in three municipalities: Matnog, Bulan and Sta. Magdalena. Shelter Repair Kit is a common need identified. 
 
Overall, the Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council (PDRRMC) said that 16,388 families 
were affected, while 26,471 totally damaged and 43,394 partially damaged houses were reported. Electricity 
was already restored in the municipalities of Prieto Diaz, Castilla and Gubat, while in other areas, energy 
supply may take still a few weeks or even months before being fully restored.  
 
Other needs identified are food, medicines, and livelihood (vegetable seeds, rice seeds). NASSA/Caritas 
Philippines has have already sent financial assistance for food packs. 
 

4. Diocese of Masbate 

DSAC of Masbate reported that a total of 29,750 families are reportedly affected, with 2,067 houses totally 
damaged, while 3,893 were partially damaged. Shelter assistance is being requested by the diocese for the 
municipalities of Monreal, San Jacinto, San Fernando, Baleno, and Claveria. 

PDRRMO data as of 21 December reports 25,569 families or 109,647 individuals are inside evacuation 
centers. Further information states power restoration in most areas except in Burias and Ticao Islands while 
telecommunication sites are presently operational in the whole province. LGU distributed food packs as relief 
operation. Infrastructure damage is estimated to be PhP 4.6M and PhP 48M for agriculture. 

 
5. Diocese of Romblon 

 
There are a total of 4,050 affected households in the diocese. To date, 907 houses were totally damaged 
while 3,143 were partially damaged. Telecommunications remain intermittent.  
 
Initial verbalized need focuses on shelter kits.   

 

 Security/political situation 
 
A group of soldiers involved in the government’s on-going relief operations in Northern Samar encountered a 
second ambush incident in the vicinity of Barangay Bukid in Las Navas, Northern Samar, which killed one 
soldier and injured two others. A news report said the soldiers were transporting equipment used for 
humanitarian and relief operations in the province when the rebel group New People’s Army (NPA) fired 
upon them.
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Earlier, we also reported of an ambush incident in the vicinity of Barangay Madalunot, Pinabacdao, Samar, 
involving soldiers doing relief operations for Typhoon Nona.  
  
Meanwhile, the security situation remains generally normal in the other areas affected by Typhoon Nona 
(Melor).  
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 https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008841644909&fref=ts (Facebook page of Sorsogon’s Provincial 
Administrator, Bobet Lee Rodrigueza) 
5
 http://newsinfo.inquirer.net/749513/1-soldier-killed-2-wounded-in-alleged-npa-ambush-during-relief-operations 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008841644909&fref=ts
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2. CARITAS RESPONSE 
 
A Solidarity Appeal for the affected families and communities by Typhoon Nona has just been signed off by the 
Archbishop Rolando Tria Tirona, OCD, DD, National Director, NASSA/Caritas Philippines to the Catholic 
Community and the faithful in the Philippines. NASSA/Caritas Philippines would like to optimise the Alay Kapwa 
funding mechanism, as it has been during response operations for typhoons Hagupit and Lando. First to respond 
to the appeal were the Archdioceses of Manila, Lipa and Capiz. 
 
Earlier, we have provided food packs to hundreds of typhoon affected households in Calapan, Sorsogon and 
Catarman. Caritas Manila has provided shelter assistance to Sorsogon, Romblon, Calapan, Catarman and 
Masbate, aside from the food relief they also provided for Calapan and the 100 rolls of tarpaulins for Romblon. 
CRS and the Christ the King Parish in Calbayog, on the other hand have provided for shelter and tool kits to 
Catarman, and Caritas Palo distributed additional 1,100 food packs to Catarman, while Quiapo Church is providing 
500 food packs to Romblon. Jesuit institutions, through Ateneo de Naga University will also be providing shelter 
assistance to the Diocese of Sorsogon. 
 
Meanwhile, eleven NASSA/Caritas Philippines staff, including the Executive Secretary and the Head of the 
Humanitarian Unit remains to be in the field either doing on-going assessments or providing assistance during 
distribution, while a skeletal team doing monitoring and coordination is at the national office. 
 

3. COORDINATION  
 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines continues to present itself in the Philippine Humanitarian community, especially during 
these times of emergencies. With the coordination mechanisms in place with UN-OCHA’s Communities of Practice 
(CoP) on Community Engagements, non-duplication of services between humanitarian actors is now more 
ensured. Example is the recent coordination of the national Caritas with Volunteers for the Visayas and the 
Ateneo de Manila University (Jesuit Institutions) through Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan. 
 
Meanwhile, NASSA/Caritas Philippines is maintaining partnership with Caritas Manila, Quiapo Church and Radyo 
Veritas for the on-going distribution of relief packs and information-sharing. 
 
On the other hand, Association of Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines (AMRSP), START Network, Office of 
the Presidential Communications Group and the Philippine Information Agency continue to receive response 
updates from NASSA/Caritas Philippines. 
 

4. MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Communications Office for Emergency Response of NASSA/Caritas Philippines disseminated to the media this 
afternoon a press release regarding the Solidarity Appeal launched for the families affected by “Nona”.   
 
It also continues to maintain a system of sending updates through SMS about Caritas response and weather 
updates (at least 2 times a day) to its partners, the dioceses and in-country CIMOs. Other updates about the 
Caritas response are also being provided through electronic mails and NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ social media 
sites. 
 

5. PLEDGES AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

A total of 3.79 million pesos has been provided as cash assistance to the dioceses affected by Typhoon Nona by 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines and Caritas Manila, in addition to food packs, tarpaulin rolls and shelter and tool kits 
from Caritas Manila, Quiapo Church, Caritas Palo, Christ the King Parish in Calbayog, the Jesuit institutions and 
CRS. 
 
Following the launching of the national Solidarity Appeal, the Archdiocese of Capiz donated PhP 100,000.00 while 
the Archdiocese of Manila has started with a second collection during masses. The Archdiocese of Lipa on the 
other hand has mobilized a relief operation for the Apostolic Vicariate of Calapan, through its Alay Kapwa 
Ministers and the parishes. 
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Caritas Luxembourg has likewise pledged 7,000 Euros for the affected communities. 
 
A regular financial report will also be provided by our Finance Department in relation to the Solidarity Appeal 
which was just launched. 
 
 

6. KEY CONTACTS 
 
Jeanie Curiano 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Humanitarian Unit MEAL Manager 
(0906) 306-0952 
jeanie.curiano@gmail.com 
 
Jing Rey Henderson  
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Humanitarian Unit Communications Manager 
(0905) 546-9977 
jhenderson.caritasphilippines@gmail.com 
 
Mayee Abear-Marzan  
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Humanitarian Unit Donor Liaison Officer 
(+63908) 217-7358 
mayee.abear@gmail.com  
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