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Highlights  

 

 Hostilities in eastern Aleppo continue 

unabated. 

 Civilian access to sufficient quantities 

of potable water reduced, as main 

water station goes out of service. 

 According to health officials 338 

people were killed between 23 and 29 

September. Of those killed in these 

dates, 106 were children. 

 Children with low chances of survival 

are left to die due to lack of capacity 

and supplies. 

 There are 5 operational hospitals 

remaining in eastern Aleppo city. 

 

Situation Overview 

During the reporting period, hostilities in eastern Aleppo city continued unabated. The civilian population, and 
civilian vital infrastructure, continue to suffer greatly due to continuous airstrikes and shelling.  

The population density of eastern Aleppo city, which is approximately 70 square kilometres, of which only 50 
square kilometres is residential – with an average 4,000 people per every square kilometre – makes it extremely 
difficult to avoid civilian casualties in residential and other civilian areas when conducting military operations and 
bombardment. Indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks - where the likely number of civilian casualties or 
damage to civilian property outweighs the anticipated military advantage to be gained - are prohibited under 
International Humanitarian Law.  

According to local health officials in east Aleppo, between 23 and 29 September, 338 people have lost their lives, 
106 of them children, while 846 people were injured, 261 of them children. On the morning of 1 October, Al 
Sakhour hospital was rendered out of service due to the conflict.  Two hospitals were reported to be attacked 
on the night of 27 September, putting these hospitals out of service. Only 5 hospitals are currently in service and 
struggling to respond to health needs. There remains only 29 medical doctors attempting to meet the health 
needs. The medical team are working 24/7.  

During the reporting period, shelling on a bakery in Al-Ma’adi neighbourhood reportedly resulted in the death of 
six people on 28 September. The bakery was one of the few remaining functional bakeries in eastern Aleppo and 
was temporarily rendered out of service following the attack. Reports from the area indicate that the bakery 
reopened on 29 September as its equipment remained intact.  

A large part of the water network in Tareeq Al-Bab neighbourhood was damaged after airstrikes struck the 
neighbourhood on 29 September. A similar incident took place in Al-Mashhad neighbourhood whereby a part of 
the water network was severely damaged. The water infrastructure in Al-Mashhad neighbourhood was not only 
supplying water to the neighbourhood itself, but also supply nearby neighbourhoods, such as Sallah Eddin, 
Aameriah and Ansari neighbourhoods. At present, access to potable water through the network for civilians in 
these neighbourhoods has been significantly reduced. Local media sources circulated images of standing water 
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in the streets of Al-Mashhad neighbourhoods. If left undealt with for a long period, this could pose health risks to 
civilians in the neighbourhoods.  

Local authorities announced on 29 September that repair work of the Bab Al-Nayrab water station - which was 
rendered out of service by hostilities on 22 September - was completed, and that the station would resume service 
on 30 September. However, since the morning hours of 30 September, hostilities commenced in the vicinity of 
the main water station of Sulaiman Al-Halabi. The water station is no longer in service for reasons unknown. The 
Sulaiman Al-Halabi water station supplies water to the western and eastern neighbourhoods of the city. With the 
station being out of service, the civilian population must rely on water trucking services and on water boreholes, 
whose water quality may not always be of acceptable standards.  

As airstrikes continue in eastern Aleppo city, reports are emerging of civilians resorting to negative coping 
mechanisms. Families have already started reducing the number of meals per day, with some families living on 
one meal per day. Local sources indicated that a small number of civilians have moved to areas that are proximate 
to the frontlines, with the rationale being that these areas are less likely to receive aerial bombardment. However, 
such measures increases the likelihood of civilians being adversely affected by ground hostilities between parties 
to the conflict.  

With bread becoming increasingly scarce, reports emerged of civilians queuing in front of bakeries since the early 
morning hours – in spite of the risk of being involved in the ongoing hostilities - to receive a bag of bread (six or 
seven loaves). This is reflective of the deteriorating food situation in eastern Aleppo.  

The Education Directorate in eastern Aleppo city postponed the start of the new school term. The postponement 
comes as a result of the constant shelling, which has disrupted civilian movement in most parts of the city and 
made it extremely challenging for civilians to move from one place to another.  

Although the ongoing hostilities affect the entirety of the civilian population in eastern Aleppo, children in particular 
are suffering to an extreme level. During one 72 hour period, some 96 children were killed and 223 were injured 
in east Aleppo, it was reported. A health partner on the ground reported that medical staff are now making the 
horrifying decision to reserve treatment only for the children who have a chance to survive – those with poor 
changes must be left to die as there is limited capacity and supplies.  

 Food Security  

 Needs: 

 Sufficient food items for the entire civilian population 250,000 – 275,000 people; 

 Wheat flour is reportedly unavailable at the household level. Availability of fresh vegetables and dairy 

products has become extremely scarce in the markets. Prices of some items such as olive oil and meat 

have increased significantly; 

 Cooking fuel (Kerosene) availability has decreased. Fuel to operate bakeries is at low levels and access to 

bread has become difficult due to very high prices; 

 Agriculture package for urban and peri-urban areas are needed (ongoing winter planting season). 

Response: 

 As part of the preparedness plan for Aleppo City, humanitarian partners are pre-positioning stocks in Turkey 

(Current stocks: 27,212 food baskets), and inside Syria in the countryside of Aleppo (Current stocks: 2,700 

food baskets; 183 metric tons of flour; 2,000 bags of Flour). These items can be sent to eastern Aleppo 

should a window of opportunity open 

 An estimated 8,000 food rations (58,96kg each) are stocked inside the city, which would cover 40,000 
people. The ration includes 15kg of flour for household consumption. Additionally, 3,000 incomplete food 
rations are stocked inside the city; 

 Partners are prioritizing families with children under five and/or elderly in their distributions 

Gaps and Constraints: 

 No humanitarian access into eastern Aleppo. Civilian access to markets and bakeries is limited due to the 

deteriorating security situation. Food is becoming increasingly scarce. The lack of supply and the increasing 

demand is causing prices to increase at a rapid pace 

 The ongoing security situation has made it increasingly challenging to carry out food distributions 

 Lack of availability of flour at the household level 

 Lack of home-gardening kits for winter urban agriculture 
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 Education 

Needs: 

 Availability and access to sufficient quantities of diesel fuel. Fuel is needed for electricity, water pumping 

and heat. As most schools are underground it is not appropriate to use alternative fuel sources that produce 

smoke. When the situation becomes safe enough for schools to open, without the sufficient availability of 

fuel schools will likely not be able to remain open. 

 Availability and access to sufficient quantities of education materials. Insufficient quantities of education 

materials hinders learning and teaching and negatively impacts learning outcomes and retention rates.  

Response:  

 Humanitarian agencies are carrying out market surveys to determine to what degree education materials 

could be purchased inside eastern Aleppo. Information collected to date indicates that there are insufficient 

stocks of needed materials.  

 As a contingency plan for insufficient school heating humanitarian agencies are assessing the local 

availability of winter clothes and isolation and insulation materials to keep children and classrooms warmer 

during the approaching winter months.  

 As a contingency plan for insufficient school lighting, humanitarian agencies continue to explore possible 

alternative ways to provide light in classrooms 

Gaps and Constraints:  

 Airstrikes continue to be a major concern for the safety of children and education staff. Due to the current 
situation the Education Directorate has postponed the start of the new school term.  

 Besiegement has resulted in limited or no stocks of needed items and increased prices of items needed to 
provide education supplies and services 

 Nutrition  

Needs: 

 Strengthen preventive nutrition services especially for vulnerable groups 

 Increase access to healthcare facilities that provide nutrition-related services, through a network of 

community volunteers 

 Ensure that trained health workers providing treatment of malnutrition cases are still working in the functional 

health facilities 

 Need to replenish the stock of preventative nutrition supplies for children under 5 and pregnant and lactating 

women. This includes plumpy doz, high energy biscuits, multiple micronutrient supplements and powdered  

Response:  

 Nutrition supplies for management of acute malnutrition are prepositioned, and can cover needs until April 

2017 

 Provide training courses (IYCF and screening activities) for healthcare workers 

 Improve the linkage between health and nutrition in order to increase the number of healthcare facilities that 

provide nutrition services, and hence, increase the coverage 

 Distribution of cleaning materials 

 Eight UNICEF partners are providing preventive and curative nutrition services for children under five in 25 

facilities across Eastern Aleppo. These partners screen, refer and treat children with malnutrition as well as 

provide micronutrient supplementation to children and women. Moreover, they do awareness raising on best 

practices in infant and young child feeding for pregnant and lactating women.  

 Cluster partners have distributed a three-month ration of ready-to-use food to 13,945 children aged 6-59 

months (91 per cent of the 15,287 target) from stocks prepositioned in May. So far this year, nutrition 

partners have treated 363 children with moderate acute malnutrition and 129 with severe acute malnutrition 

in Eastern Aleppo. 

Gaps and Constraints: 
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 All access routes to east Aleppo are closed 

 Severe food shortages and unavailability of clean drinking water which will ultimately will result in increasing 

incident of diarrhea and malnutrition  

 Difficulties in communicating with teams in eastern Aleppo 

 Lack of reliable assessments 

 Limited access of beneficiaries to health facilities to receive treatment from malnutrition due to the ongoing 

conflict   

For further information, please contact: 

   Annette Hearns, Deputy Head of Office in Gaziantep, hearns@un.org 

Mobile Turkey: +90-535-021-9574 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer in Amman, swanson@un.org 

Mobile Jordan: +962-791-417-882 
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