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1. SITUATION OVERVIEW 
 

Almost two weeks after the landfall of Typhoon Koppu (Lando), the general situation has returned to 
normal. Flooding has subsided, roads have been cleared and repaired, and families have gone back to their 
homes. Diocesan Social Action Centers as well as other organizations continue to distribute relief goods 
especially to those areas previously inaccessible.  
 
And fortunately, no typhoon forecast for the coming weeks has been given by the local weather bureau. 
 
However, despite this “normalcy”, NASSA/Caritas Philippines has been receiving requests from Typhoon 
affected dioceses on the emerging needs and situation of the most affected people that was confirmed by 
the Rapid Assessment. In several cases the plight of the Indigenous Peoples’ need for durable shelter 
reportedly remains more vulnerable that require immediate attention. Further, the small and marginal 
farmers who lost their ready-to-harvest crops need lifeline support in order to face the devastation. 
 

 Key data on affected populations 
 

NASSA/Caritas Philippines emergency response team had a review meeting on the 29thof October to take 
stock of the present situation. Based on assessment findings and requests from the typhoon affected 
dioceses the team is considering certain changes in the target and program components.  
 
Food items remain to be an urgent need for communities in manydiocesan areas since their crops have 
been severely damaged. The one off food assistance to the most vulnerable groups would last only for few 
days and the Typhoon affected people will have to find alternate food source by enhancing alternate means 
for food security. The Indigenous groups that comprise majority of these communities are located in distant 
‘barangays’ in the mountains that will require long hours of travel just to get some relief packs. 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines national team is discussing with DSAC counter parts a planto come up with 
alternate strategies including conditional or unconditional cash transfer for a limited period. A detailed 
livelihood needs assessment will be done from 2nd week of November to zero down a medium term 
intervention. 
 
Shelter repair kits and shelter assistance is eyed for the partially and totally damaged houses. NASSA/Caritas 
Philippines will look at the possibilities of the distribution of shelter materials like GI sheets, Coco lumbers, 
and other hard ware materials along with shelter construction training instead of distribution of plastic 
sheeting in view of a more durable solution to the temporary shelter requirement.  
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Again, the distribution of hygiene kits will be suspended till WASH sectoral assessment is completed along 
with Livelihoods assessment to derivewith a comprehensive programmatic intervention. So far water 
storage at household level is identified as a specific concern. Water is available and sourced from natural 
springs, dug wells, and hand pumps but there is no safe and secure storage used by the affected 
communities especially those who lost their possessions in the typhoon.  
 
In order to finalize Typhoon Koppu emergency response program, NASSA/Caritas Philippines and Diocesan 
counterparts are meeting on 10th November in Manila. All DSAC directors and NASSA program team will 
review the situation and lay out the intervention strategies particularly on food security and livelihood, as 
well as WASH concerns. The proposed sectoral assessment in livelihoods and WASH as well as the input of 
the DSAC directors and the sectoral specialists will sharpen the plan to revise the rapid response proposal 
into a medium term emergency appeal.  

 

 Security/Political situation 
- On this second week after the typhoon, government and private institutions are able to distribute more 

relief goods as infrastructure and security concerns are much lessened. It is also worthy to note that as 
the national election nearing, aspiring candidates were also visibly active in the initial days of relief 
distribution.  

 
2. CARITAS RESPONSE 
 

NASSA/Caritas Philippines has been monitoring the procurement and distribution of relief packs. To date, 
4,980 FI, 1000 hygiene kits, 1000 shelter kits (plastic sheeting), and 2,337 sleeping kits have been 
distributed through thesix diocesan social action centers. Items that are not readily available at provincial 
level namely Plastic sheeting and hygiene kits were procured by NASSA national Logistics and 
Procurement team and sent to the diocesan areas. Mostly food items were procured by DSAC teams 
locally.  
 
Caritas Manila, Caritas Quiapo, and CRS have also contributed to the different dioceses. The latest report 
of Caritas Manila, together with donations from MetroBank GT Foundation is the 2,357 FI, 75 hygiene kits, 
74 tool kits, and 74 tarpaulins for the Archdiocese of Lingayen.Previously, they have also given cash 
assistance to the Prelature of Infanta (PhP 200,000), Diocese of Bayombong (PhP 200,00), and Diocese of 
Urdaneta (PhP 100,000). 
 
CRS gave 1000 plastic sheeting, nails, and ropes to Aurora, Prelature of Infanta, while also distributing 
relief to the Diocese of Nueva Ecija.  
 

3. COORDINATION  
 
NASSA/Caritas Philippinescontinues to coordinate with the DSACs for the sectoral assessments, as 
necessary. Fr. Edwin Gariguez, Executive Secretary of NASSA/Caritas Philippines has met Caritas Manila 
Senior Executives and urged for acoordinated response. NASSA/Caritas Philippines share regular updates 
with CIMOs and other stakeholders such as UN OCHA and START NETWORK. Caritas Manila and Quiapo 
continue to provide updates on their relief work.  

 
4. MEDIA AND COMMUNICATIONS 

 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines continues to provide situation reports (SitReps) to its network and other 
humanitarian organizations and the government using SMS, electronic mails, the social media sites (twitter 
and facebook) and its website (www.caritasphilippines.org).Press releases are likewise sent to various local 
and international media outfits, while media interviews are regularly given. However, its frequency has 
come down as media lost its interest.  

 
5. PLEDGES AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

http://www.caritasphilippines.org/
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To date, a total pledge of EUR 270,923 has already been committed. These are from Caritas Japan, Caritas 
Switzerland, Caritas Singapore, CORDAID, CRS, Caritas Germany, Caritas Spain, and 
CaritasItaliana.NASSA/Caritas Philippines has declined pledges from Caritas New Zealand and Trociare since 
those support were from the funds assigned for Yolanda Year 3 program. 

 
6. KEY CONTACTS 

 
Fr. Edwin Gariguez 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Executive Secretary 
(+63922) 834-8248 
edugariguez@gmail.com 
 
Jeanie Curiano 
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Humanitarian Unit MEAL Manager 
(+63906) 306-0952 
jeanie.curiano@gmail.com 
 
Jing Rey Henderson  
NASSA/Caritas Philippines’ Humanitarian Unit Communications Manager 
(+63905) 546-9977 
jhenderson.caritasphilippines@gmail.com 
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