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Floods in Myanmar 

 
Highlights 
 
• Heavy seasonal rains have caused flooding in 11 out of 14 States and Divisions. Worst hit areas 

are Chin and Rakhine Sates, Sagaing and 
Mague Divisions.  

• As per records, over 50 persons are dead and 
200,000 are affected.  

• Many health facilities are inundated and patients 
have to be evacuated to safer grounds. Floods, 
Flash floods and landslides have damaged 
roads, bridges and other infrastructure. 

• MoH, WHO and Health Partners are working in 
close coordination to support relief work.       
WHO-SEARO has extended funding support 
through its South East Asia Regional Health Emergency Fund (SEARHEF 

 
Situation Analysis 

 
• Heavy rains have caused floods and landslides in several parts of the country during the last two 

weeks of July. Cyclone Komen, that made landfall in Bangladesh on 30 July, has brought strong 
winds and heavy rains, resulting in floods and landslides in several states and regions in 
Myanmar. On 31 July, the President’s Office announced natural disaster zones, including (1) Chin 
State, (2) Sagaing Region, (3) Magway Region and (4) Rakhine State.  
 

• As of 2 August, the Relief and Resettlement Department (RRD) reported that over 200,000 
people have been affected and 36 have been killed across 12 states and regions. However, 
information is still pouring in from many of the worst affected areas, including Rakhine State, and 
this figure is expected to rise. OCHA and partners are working on triangulating data from different 
government sources, assessments and other observations by partners in affected areas.  

 
• According to the latest update from the Myanmar Department of Meteorology and Hydrology, rain 

or thundershowers will be widespread in the coming days in Kachin State, with likelihood of heavy 
rainfall in majority of the flood affected areas.   
 

• According to figures from the Ministry of Agriculture and Irrigation, 524,895 acres of farmlands 
were flooded during June and July across the country’s 12 states and regions.  

 
• The Government is leading the response in different parts of the country. The UN and INGOs are 

conducting assessments and scaling up the emergency response, including distribution of food, 
providing emergency health services, water and sanitation assistance (in particular water 
purification), shelter, mosquito nets, and other relief items.  

 
•  

 

Emergency Situation Report  (SR-1)             
03 August 2015 

 

 

Source: https://i2.wp.com/ichef-1.bbci.co.uk/news/624/cpsprodpb/2C57/production 
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MOH and WHO Response 
 
• State Health Department have provided medicines to the flood affected townships in Rakhine 

State. 

• WHO has coordinated with health cluster partners in Rakhine and offering assistance to State 
Health Department. 

• Rakhine State authorities have led emergency response and cleanup efforts, providing food, 
medical attention and other basic necessities to families that have to be temporarily relocated to 
evacuation centres, monasteries or other safe locations.  

• Mobilise WHO teams from other programmes (mainly TB and EPI) for joint assessments and 
coordination and support to the State Health Departments 

 
• The Union level Government has provided financial assistance to support the repair of damaged 

infrastructure and help families whose houses were destroyed rebuild. 

• The government has provided financial assistance for displaced people in Ann Township to 
rebuild their homes. 

 
Response of UN, Partner Agencies, local NGOs and Red Cross 
 
• The Myanmar Red Cross Society (MRCS) and some international organizations have provided 

assistance, including blankets, mats and family kits, as well as speed boats to support the 
response undertaken by the local authorities.  

• A joint UN and Rakhine State Government mission visited six flood-affected townships in 
Rakhine State from 29 to 1 July to assess the impact. 

• Malteser International has supported evacuation of patients at the Maungdaw Township Hospital 
on 30th of July and facilitated their return 2 days later when the water level had decreased. They 
are also looking at the provision of emergency medical care as required in target areas in 
Maungdaw North. Incidence of diarrhea are monitored and a suitable WASH intervention is 
considered. 

• MSF has provided blankets, mosquito nets and water purification items. MSF-Switzerland has 
offered its assistance in Sagaing Region. 

• Myanmar Health Assistant association (MHAA) has been part of the rescue team and has sent 
three staffs to Mrauk U with other INGO staff and are actively participating in providing healthcare 
services to the flood-affected areas. 

Challenges 
 

• Delay in transportation of relief commodities to the flood affected townships due to damaged 
roads and bridges.  

• Sittwe is currently off the national electricity grid due to the bad weather so communication with 
partners on the ground is difficult. 
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Requests 
 

• State Health Department requested the health cluster partners to donate thirty medical shelves 
for Thandwe township hospital to replace the damaged medical shelves. 

 
Future Activities 

 
• WHO and Health Cluster partners will continue to work with MoH to monitor the situation and 

stay on stand-by for any assistance required.  
 

Contact Address 
 

No. Organization Name and Title Email Phone 

1 

WHO Myanmar 

Dr Gabriel Novelo, 
Technical Officer (EHA) 

novelog@who.int +95 9250344911 

2 Dr Win Bo, National 
Technical Officer (EHA) 

bow@who.int +95 95382120 

3   
    WHO SEARO 

 
Dr Vijay Nath Kyaw Win 
Technical Officer (EHA) 
 

 
vijaynathk@who.int 

 
+919818348926 

 
Sources of Information 

 
Information from the following sources was taken as references. The information provided may not be accurate and could 
be changed accordingly. It is for internal use and not to be quoted. 

1. Relief and Resettlement Department 
2. Humanitarian Bulletin of UNOCHA(Issue 5,May-June 2015) 
3. Rakhine State Health Department 
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