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SITREP-: Drought in Bundelkhand Region of UP & MP and  

Maharashtra 

30
th

 March 2016 

 

Situation Report 

The Bundelkhand region (comprising seven districts of Uttar Pradesh and six districts of 

Madhya Pradesh) is once again making headlines for its drought situation.  

With a population of around 02 Cr in State UP, the region is facing drought for the fourth 

consecutive time and has witnessed an increase in the number of unnatural deaths and 

farmers suicides. The rainfed area is drought prone as it receives only 75 percent of the 

national rain average.100 percent crop damage was reported in Banda in 2013,5 0 percent 

crop damage due to hailstorm, excess rains in 2014 and 50 percent agricultural land in Banda 

left abandoned without sawing crop in 2015. 

In 2015, conditions in Bundelkhand deteriorated rapidly, and villagers were hit by a triple 

whammy: first, the ripening winter wheat and gram crops were destroyed by untimely heavy 

rains and hailstorms from February to early April. Then, a drought destroyed the summer 

kharif paddy and pulse crops. Finally, the drought was so prolonged that the rabi crop could 

not be sown in a major part of the farmland over the November-December period. It was 

recorded only 350-400 MM rainfall this year in MP. 

 

Maharashtra State has been facing severe drought situation affecting 21 districts. Further, 

the state expects average rainfall of 1198.70 mm. The amount has been reduced to 59% this 

year comparative to the normal rainfall. 
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Impact on Bundelkhand Region-UP 

 50 districts of Uttar Pradesh have been officially declared drought prone.  

 Five worst drought affected districts are Banda, Chitrakoot, Mahoba, Sonbhadra, 

Shiddarth in Bundelkhand region of UP. 

 CNN-IBN reported food scarcity and migration to other regions to survive.  

 People reported to have sleep on empty stomach as they had no or inadequate food. 

 Nearly 50% families have limited their regular intake of food to potatoes and rice, or 

wheat and potato with some salt. Lentils, which are a source of essential protein have 

been taken off their menu. 

 Children in affected district of Bundelkhand (UP) are showing Vitamin A deficiency 

(As per reported by IAG-UP) 

 100 farmer death has been reported so far in Banda district. 

 75% of Kharif Crop is affected and 85 % of the total area left uncultivated in Mahoba 

district of UP. 

 Grain quality in the local market is not good, yet high prices are being charged in 

State UP. 

 Unclean water at several places is identified as the main cause of morbidity in 

children and adults.  

 Hand pumps are the most common source of water However, on an average, 1/3
rd

 of 

the pumps in assessed area by IAG-UP are dysfunctional due to depletion of water 

table up to 15 – 20 feet in some areas. In about 40% cases, open wells are being used 

for water collection. 

 In Banda District, open defecation is common practices. Human and animals are 

sharing water from the same resources.  

 For detailed situation update and information on needs, please refer to link of 

Drought Assessment Report carried out by IAG UP as mentioned below. 

 

Response by Government- Bundelkhand Region-UP 

 The government provided free rice and wheat to the affected families. 

 District administration of the following districts namely Jhnasi, Lalitpur, Jalon, 

Chitrakut, Banda, Mahauba, and Hamirpur of UP are directed to provide financial aid 

of Rs. 70/day for big animals and 75 rs/day for small animals, initially for 30 days.  

 Over 40.000 people are working under MNREGs under the wage rate of rs. 161(also 

depend on the quantity of earth work done ) per day in banda district.  

 35 kg food grain is available for below poverty line card holder in Banda district. 

 Rs. 9,800 per hectare compensation for the non-irrigated land in Mahoba district 

 Over 17000 people got work under MNREG since January in Mahoba district 

 88 percent of the people to be covered under food security act in Mahoba district 

 Rs 13000 per hectare compensation for irrigated land. Has been announced by 

government. 

 Department of Revenue, Uttar Pradesh by March 4, 2016, announced that food packet 

containing 10 kg of flour, 25 kg of potatoes, 5 kg gram, 5 litters of mustard oil, ghee 

and a kilo grams of milk powder for children per family will be distributed in all 

seven districts of Bundelkhand UP. 
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Response by Humanitarian Agencies 

 IAG-UP prepared drought assessment report in February 2016. 

https://sphereindiablog.wordpress.com/2016/03/29/drought-assessment-report-

bundelkhand-region-of-state-up/ 

 Action Aid is providing humanitarian support in drought hit area of Bundelkhand 

region. 

 

Impact on BundelKhand Region- MP 

 Madhya Pradesh has declared 35 out of 51 districts in the state as drought affected 

and sought an initial central assistance of Rs.2,400 crore, indicating deepening rural 

distress. 

 Sagar, Dhamoh, Chhatarpur, Panna, Tikamgarh, Datiya are 6 severely affected district 

of Bundelkhand region in Madhya Pradesh 

 It was recorded huge loss in Kharib crop, especially in Soya Crop in Madhya Pradesh 

part of Bundelkhand . 

 Due to severe drought, only 40% agriculture land was sowing. 

 Average crop production is only 1/3
rd

 of sown crop. 

 40% population of Madhya Pradesh Bundelkhand is under hunger situation. 

 70% Drinking water sources like handpumps and dug wells have been dried up in the 

affected area. 

 Decline in domestic water availability compared to last year was reported 70%. 

 Malnutrition increased in children and women.  

 Due to lack of livelihood opportunity,  60 % young population migrated to other cities 

and states. 

 Deceases increased among children and old age people due to improper food and 

nutrition.  

 Debt  ratio has been increased by 30% than last year through private money lender  

 Farmer suicide cases increased rapidly, as on average 2-3 farmers committing suicide 

daily.  

 Tikamgarh district is worse drought affected and facing huge crisis of drinking water.  

 About 30% affected families had to withdraw their child from schools.  

 In most of villages In Madhya Pradesh state, open defecation is common practices. 

Human and animals are sharing water from the same resources. 

 Agriculture: Chana and Masoor are major crops in Panna and Bundelkhand and 

almost 100% crop failure has taken place. While in Tikamgarh 80 to 85% crop failure 

has taken place 

 Agriculture Labour: Earlier agriculture laborer used to work for 50kgs of grain 

against harvesting a farm but due to scarce condition of employment people are ready 

to harvest a field only at 10kgs of grain. No vegetables available through agriculture.  

 PDS: Low cost shops are already underperforming against its best capacities. 

Financial year end is said to be the reason for under distribution of food items.  

 Impact on Migration: Bundelkhand region is known for its migration issue. This 

year it is projected that migration will go twofold. It is also projected that due to 

double the supply of labour to Delhi, Haryana and Gurgaon; employer will pay less 

wage rate as compared to earlier years. People have already started to migrate at 

nearby places like Raisen to work at Brick Klins. Another reason for migration is also 

to repay debts.  

https://sphereindiablog.wordpress.com/2016/03/29/drought-assessment-report-bundelkhand-region-of-state-up/
https://sphereindiablog.wordpress.com/2016/03/29/drought-assessment-report-bundelkhand-region-of-state-up/


 
 

 
E-mail: info@sphereindia.org.in   Website: www.sphereindia.org.in 

Sphere India Secretariat 
CHETANALAYA | ACECI National Office | Divya Deepti 
Sadan | 10, BhaiVir Singh Marg | New Delhi - 110001 

(INDIA) 

 

 Impact on Child Malnutrition: It is observed that while families return from 

migration, usually their children are found severely and moderately malnourished. 

Moreover, according to projection this year migration will be at high rate and so as 

consequences child malnutrition and mortality may go high.   

 Cattle: Families having cattle have left them to survive on their own since these 

families cannot afford the fodder for livestock.   

 People’s Narratives: People say that this is situation of drought over there which 

happened 50 years before.   

 

Response by Government- BundelKhand Region- MP 

 Madhya Pradesh government did not start large level drought response.  

 Compensation were distributed to only 60% effected families remaining 40% families 

still awaiting for government support  

 MGNREGA implementation is very poor, Job card holders are not getting work , who 

already worked, not getting wages on time.   

 Drinking water schemes is almost not functional and did not start any serious effort 

for drought mitigation 

 There is not work is being done on revival of traditional water bodies.  

 In Tikamgarh, Panna  & Chhatarpur districts are only 65% people are covered under 

food security act. 

 Government PDS system is on routine distribution, in this drought situation, no 

special distribution system adopted like UP. 

 

Response by Humanitarian Agencies 

 EFFICOR is intervening in 15 villages of Tendukara Block of MP Bundelkhand 

region by providing Cash for work support to 1000 families. 

 

Impact in Maharashtra 

 

 21 districts of Maharashtra states have been reported as drought affected.  

 The Maharashtra government has declared drought in 11,962 villages in Vidarbha 

region, taking the total number of villages to be declared drought-hit to 27,723 

villages.  

 In October, the state declared drought in 14,708 villages, mainly in three regions-

Marathwada, North Maharashtra and Khandesh. In early March, the state added 1,053 

villages in Ahmednagar and Solapur districts to the drought-affected list as per media 

report by Hindustan times. 

 The stock of 'live water' or 'usable water' in seven key dams in the drought-struck 

Marathwada region of Maharashtra, including Asia's largest earthen dam Jaikwadi in 

Aurangabad, has come down to zero as reported by Times of India on 27
th

 March 

2016. 

 

Response by Government- Maharashtra 

 Maharashtra govt. declared if there is 33% crop loss, it would be declared as Drought 

instead of 50% crop loss. 

 Govt. has further declared support of Agriculture Relief of about Rs. 3578.43 Cr, 

Water Supply of Rs. 314.56 Cr and Cattle Camp for Rs. 109.84 Cr. 
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 Apart from this, they have assured to give water supply through tankers, cattle camps 

in drought affected villages and NREGA. 

 Govt. have also ensured to revise Loan repayment, revising agriculture loan through 

banks and waving off electricity bills and examination fees of families coming under 

drought affected areas. 

 Jalayukta Shivar Programme is also being undertaken for providing watershed at 

micro-level. 

 

Emerging Needs 

 Food  

 Drinking Water 

 Monetary help 

 Health ailments  

 Fodder  

 Micro Level Watershed Management 

 Govt. Schemes & programmes for Drought Relief to be effectively implemented 

 Nutrition support to children 

 

Source of Information   

 Media Reports  

 UP IAG 

 Parmarth & Swaraj Abhiyan, MP 

 Action Aid, UP 

 TISS Mumbai 

 

 Key contacts  

Sl. 

No. 

Name Organization/ 

Designation 

Mob: E-mail 

At National Level 

1.  Mr. Manoj 

Dash 

Senior Programme 

Manager 

9716774476 manoj@sphereindia.org.in 

2.  Ms. Shivani 

Rana 

Programme 

Coordinator IAC 

9599109716 shivani@sphereindia.org.in   

At State Level 

3.  Khalid Convener, UP IAG 9455094764 Khalid.chaudhry@actionaid.org 

4.  Mahesh 

Kamble 

Maharashtra IAG 9821911081 maheshtiss@gmail.com 

5.  Ashif Convener, MP 

IAG 

9826423634 jansahas@gmail.com 

 

Disclaimer: Sphere India is compiling the information and makes every effort to verify the 

information contained in its Situation Reports. As the ground situation changes rapidly in 

emergency situations, users should check with concerned agencies before making any 

decisions based on the information provided in this report. 
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