
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  
 
 
 
   

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 Five million Somalis are now 

food insecure 

 High malnutrition levels 

persist 

 Access challenges remain 

 Returning Somali refugees 

receive humanitarian 

assistance 

FIGURES 

# of people in  
humanitarian 
emergency  
and crisis 

             
7  1.1m 

# of  people  
in food security 
stress 

    3.9m 

 

# of acutely       300,000 
malnourished  
children under age 5  

Source: FSNAU September 
2016 

# of internally 
displaced people  

1.1m 

# of Somali 
refugees in the 
Horn of Africa 
and Yemen 

                 
1.2m 

Source: UNHCR 

Human i ta r i an  Appea l  

FUNDING 

885 million  
requested for 2016 (US$) 

37% ($331 million)  
$407 million  
Total humanitarian funding 
received for Somalia  

(reflects reported funding on 
FTS as of  7 October 2016) 
Source: http://fts.unocha.org 

 

Map source: FAO-FSNAU 

Food security situation worsens  
Some 1.1 million people are unable to meet their daily food requirements  

Five million Somalis – more than 40 per 
cent of the country’s population – are food 
insecure, up by 300,000 from February 
2016, according to the latest assessment 
by the FAO-managed Food Security and 
Nutrition Analysis Unit (FSNAU) and the 
Famine Early Warning Systems Network 
(FEWSNET). Among them are 300,000 
children under age 5 who are acutely 
malnourished and over 50,000 severely 
malnourished children.  
 
The assessment indicates that the food 
and nutrition situation is not showing signs 
of abating. More than 1.1 million Somalis 
are unable to meet their daily food 
requirements, while another 3.9 million 
require livelihood support. An estimated 
1.1 million internally displaced persons are 
among the most vulnerable groups. Nearly 
58 per cent of acutely food insecure people 
are internally displaced people. 
 
Poor Gu (April to June) rains, floods and trade disruption, coupled with displacements, 
contributed to a worsening of the food security situation. The 2016 Gu rains started late 
and ended earlier than usual in most regions. The flooding that affected riverine 
livelihoods and adjacent urban areas in parts of southern and central Somalia (Hiraan, 
Juba and Jowhar District of Middle Shabelle) during the Gu season, exacerbated the 
deterioration of food security in these areas, according to the FSNAU.  
 
Efforts to reduce levels of vulnerabilities continue to be undermined by irregular weather 
patterns. However, cereal production has been good in some parts of Somaliland, 
particularly the western regions which has brought relief in crop growing areas that were 
affected by drought. Drought conditions continue in pastoral areas of Somaliland and 
Puntland. Poor rainfall in southern and central Somalia, the breadbasket of the country, 
has led to a reduction in cereal production by nearly half, compared to the long-term 
average, according to the FSNAU. Conflict and access constraints, including increased 
refugee returns have also compounded the situation in Somalia. Humanitarian partners 
continue to deliver assistance to save lives and strengthen resilience of Somalis. 

 

Over 300,000 children under age 5 are acutely malnourished 
Photo: UNICEF 
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BASELINE 

Population 
(UNFPA 2014) 

12.3m 

GDP per capita 
(Somalia Human 

Development 
Report 2012) 

        $284 

% pop living on 
less than US$1 

per day 
(UNDP/World 
Bank 2002) 

         43% 

Life expectancy 
(UNDP-HDR 

2011) 

        51 years 

Under-five 
mortality 

(FSNAU 2016) 

     0.52/10,000 
/day 

Under-five 
global acute 

malnutrition rate 
(FSNAU 2016) 

  13% 

% population 
using improved 
water sources 

(KAP Survey 
2015) 

55% 

 

 

 

CLUSTERS  

 Lead and co-lead organizations 

Education UNICEF 
SC-Alliance 

Food security FAO 
WFP 

Health WHO 
 

Logistics WFP 

Nutrition UNICEF 
WVI 

Protection UNHCR 
DRC 

Shelter/NFIs UNHCR 
UNHABITAT 

Water, sanitation 
& hygiene 

UNICEF 
OXFAM 

 
 

 

Authorities appeal for urgent assistance for drought-affected people  

Authorities in Lower Juba on 28 September appealed for urgent humanitarian intervention 
in areas near Afmadow, Badhadhe and Kismayo districts. These areas have limited 
humanitarian presence and have experienced poor Gu rains. Water and food were 
among priority needs highlighted by authorities. And in Puntland, authorities on 5 October 
declared a drought emergency and appealed for urgent humanitarian assistance due to 
worsening drought conditions. 
 

Nutrition situation worrying  
Malnutrition rates are persistently high 

Acute malnutrition remains high in some parts 
of Somalia. According to the FSNAU, there 
has been deterioration in the nutrition 
situation over the past six months. An 
estimated 300,000 children under age 5 are 
acutely malnourished, including more than 
50,000 who are severely malnourished and 
vulnerable countrywide.  

Results from 28 separate nutrition surveys 
conducted between June and July 2016 
among rural and internally displaced 
populations across the country indicate that 
Global Acute Malnutrition (GAM) and Severe 
Acute Malnutrition (SAM) prevalence is above 
the Critical threshold of 15 per cent in half of 
the 28 rural and displaced population groups 
surveyed. The surveys indicate that the 
overall number of acutely malnourished 
people is likely to remain substantially high. 
Assessments also show high levels of 
malnutrition among women of child bearing 
age (15-49 years old). The nutrition situation among internally displaced persons is 
particularly worrying. The internally displaced in Bossaso, Doloow, Garowe and 
Gaalkacyo have critical rates of acute malnutrition and have remained so over the past 
eight seasonal assessments, according to FSNAU.  

Humanitarian partners have been responding to cases of malnutrition in the most affected 
areas. From January to June 2016, partners supported the treatment of some 43,000 
severely malnourished children under age 5 across Somalia with a reported recovery rate 
of 92 per cent. The response was vital in drought-affected areas of Puntland and 
Somaliland. Partners also strengthened preparedness plans and set up additional 
outpatient therapeutic programmes, including mobile teams in the most affected regions 
of Awdal, Bari, Nugaal, Sanag, Sool, Togdheer and Waqooyi Galbeed. In southern and 
central Somalia, integrated management of acute malnutrition services is now available in 
47 out of 58 districts.  

Refugee returns continue  
Over 22,000 Somalis have returned from Kenya since start of 2016  

According to the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), more than 29,000 Somalis have been 
facilitated to voluntarily return to Somalia from Dadaab, Kenya since December 2014 
under the Tripartite Agreement between the governments of Kenya and Somalia, and 
UNHCR. Of these, more than 22,000 have returned since the beginning of 2016. The 
majority have returned to Baidoa, Kismayo, Luuq and Mogadishu.  
 

The refugees in Dadaab are provided with information and counselling to help them make 
informed decisions. They are also provided with pre-departure health screening. An 

Map source: FAO-FSNAU 
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enhanced return package was introduced into the reintegration support package in July 
2016. The package comprises of one-time unconditional return grant of US$200 per 
person, unconditional monthly subsistence allowance of $200 per family for health care 
assistance and other needs and six months food rations. They also receive up to $25 
education assistance per child for one school year, non-food items and up to $1,000 
conditional shelter package per family, including livelihood and community-based project 
support.   
 
A recent survey by the 
UNHCR in Kismyao 
indicated that shelter is 
the major obstacle facing 
the returnees. More than 
80 per cent of the 
returnees have remained 
in Kismayo, while the rest 
have crossed to other 
areas or joined internally 
displaced persons 
settlements. Most of the 
needs of the returnees 
are the same as those 
facing the more than 

230,000 people living in 
Kismayo. 

Access challenges remain 
The operating environment in Somalia remains difficult. Access constraints continue to 
impede humanitarian partners’ ability to reach people in need in a timely manner. Staff 
safety and security remain a major concern. Between January and September 2016, over 
100 violent incidents  resulted in the death of nine, injury of 11, arrest and detention of 16, 
abduction of three and physical assault of five humanitarian personnel. Interruptions of 
humanitarian operations have been experienced in Ceel Waaq Bay, Bakool, Hiraan, 
Galgaduud, Lower Juba, Lower Shabelle and Sanaag. In Sanaag armed clashes 
between clans led to the closure of 19 out of 31 schools in Ceel-Afweyn district. The 
schools reportedly remain closed despite the start of the new school term on 1 
September. In Puntland, authorities issued two Presidential decrees on 2 and 8 
September banning the movement of commercial trucks between areas in southern and 
central Somalia and Puntland. The ban temporarily interrupted the movement of 
commercial supplies between areas in southern Somalia and Gaalkacyo to other areas in 
Puntland and vice versa. The ban was temporarily lifted towards the end of August and 
normal movements have resumed. In Hiraan, armed non-state actors established 
checkpoints along the road to northern Somalia in August. Efforts by local authorities to 
remove the checkpoints are yet to succeed. 
 
In addition to the security related concerns, humanitarian partners continue to face 
administrative and bureaucratic impediments. These include demands for registration and 
involvement in staff recruitment processes amongst other activities. This has in certain 
cases threatened the operational independence of humanitarian partners.  

Funding boosted response but gaps remain 
The Somalia Humanitarian Response Plan (HRP) for 2016 is 37 per cent funded. To 
date, US$331 million has been received out of the $885 million needed to reach 3.5 
million people. Another $89 has been received outside the HRP. While the funding 
received so far has been vital in responding to needs, major gaps remain in humanitarian 
response. For instance, out of 711,400 children under the age of 5 targeted with nutrition 
services, only 132,300 have been reached since the start of 2016. Also, since the 
beginning of 2016, 369,000 people of the 1.23 million targeted have been provided with 

Humanitarian partners 

continue to face 

bureaucratic and 

administrative 

impediments 

 Refugees departing from Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya for Somalia 
Photo: Laila Ali/WFP 
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For further information, please contact: Tapiwa Gomo, Head of Communication, gomo@un.org, Tel. 
+252616548007. Abas Abdi, Public Information Officer, Mohamud3@un.org, Tel. +252619150457 Antonette 
Miday, Public Information Officer, miday@un.org, Tel. +254-731-043156. Kenneth Odiwuor, Public Information 
Officer, odiwuor@un.org ,Tel. +254-734-800120.OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/somalia | 

www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

sustained access to safe water while 976,000 out of 1.27 million people targeted have 
been reached with temporary access to safe water.  

US$14 million released for IDP response  

More than $14 million has been released from the Somalia Humanitarian Fund (SHF) 
between July and August 2016. This includes $7 million released in July towards 
assistance for internally displaced persons in Baidoa and Kismayo and an additional $7 
million released at the end of August to scale up life-saving and life-sustaining assistance 
and strengthen protection services to internally displaced persons in Mogadishu. 
Displaced people lack adequate access to food, shelter, basic services, and face the 
most serious protection-related risks, including physical attacks, gender-based violence 
such as rape, sexual exploitation and abuse and restrictions on movement. Recent food 
security and nutrition assessment results show that the displaced make up 58 per cent of 
acutely food insecure people in Somalia. Clan conflicts, military operations in southern 
and central Somalia, natural disasters and forced evictions have continued to cause new 
displacements across the country. Out of an estimated 1.1 million internally displaced 
people in Somalia today, nearly 400,000 are in the capital Mogadishu.  
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