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The El Nino-induced drought has impacted southern 
Madagascar (known as the Grand Sud) in particular, which has 
now experienced two consecutive years of prolonged erratic 
rainfall; an estimated 80 per cent of harvest losses are 
predicted. The full effects are expected during the lean season 
in late 2016/early 2017. 

In the Grand Sud an estimated 665,000 people (including 
333,750 women and girls) are severely food insecure, the 
highest figure in a decade.  The most vulnerable groups are the 
estimated 267,000 women of childbearing age (including 
51,000 pregnant women) and 205,000 children under age5 – 
recent screenings found that more than 7,000 children are 
currently suffering from SAM and close to 32,200 suffering from 
MAM. 

Access to water and sanitation is also a major concern. Women 
and girls are affected disproportionately by this crisis. Lack of 
access to clean water means that girls must spend hours every 
day accessing water instead of going to school; as boys spend 
hours every day leading cattle to water. Children with diarrhoea 
struggle to recover from dehydration. The humanitarian 
situation due to the ongoing drought aggravates the already 
challenging education context in these regions. Enrolment rates 
in affected areas range from 40 per cent to 53 per cent, which 
are much lower than the national average of 69 per cent. 

Key Humanitarian Needs

• Provision of food assistance to people suffering severe 
food insecurity.

• Nutritional supplementation and treatment of acute and 
moderate malnutrition cases. 

• Provision of basic healthcare covering reproductive health. 

• Support in water supply to vulnerable people

• Strengthening of response inter- and intra-sectoral 
coordination and monitoring. 
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Map Footnotes
All Countries: The numbers of population in need 
of emergency assistance are based on 
projections of the situation during the peak of the 
lean season between May/2016 and Mar/2017 
and could change (either way) as the lean 
season progress and assumptions are revised.

Footnotes on Classification Methods
Countries used different methods to classify food 
insecurity. These methods include HEA, CARI, 
IPC and country specific composite indicators

The Great South


