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Overview 2014/15 Crop Production Season

Crop Performance: 2014/15 Agricultural Season

Overview of the 2015/16 Marketing Year: Cereal Balance 

Main Outcomes and Findings of the VACs

Overview of the 2014/15 Rainfall Performance

Regional Socio - Economic Context

The region faced the following climatic hazards:
• Low, poorly-distributed rainfall
• Late, erratic start of the season
• Flooding, waterlogging, and leaching 
• Extended dry spells (severe dry conditions)
• Abnormally high temperatures

Other hazards included livestock diseases (FMD), Migratory pest outbreaks, and 
macro economic hazards (rising unemployment and food prices)

Cereal harvest decreased by 21%  from 42.98 million tonnes in 2014 to 33.81 
million tonnes in 2015. This is still 3% above the average of the last five years. 

Production of non-cereal food crops (roots and tuber crops, bananas, plantains 
and pulses) were also negatively impacted by the unfavourable rainfall perfor-
mance.

Demand and supply analysis shows that the Region (excluding Madagascar, 
Mauritius and Seychelles) recorded an overall cereal deficit of 7.90 million 
tonnes for 2015/16 marketing year.
• Maize (-2.64 million tons),
• Wheat (-3.23 million tonnes), 
• Rice (-0.72 million tonnes) and 
• Sorghum/millet (-1.31 million tonnes).

The following countries have recorded maize surpluses: 
• South Africa (0.31 million tonnes), 
• Tanzania (0.81 million tonnes) and 
• Zambia (0.88 million tonnes). 

The number of food insecure people in the countries providing data increased by 13% 
(13.4 million this year compared to 10.3 million for last year) which was an above 
average year. 

The exceptions were Mozambique and Swaziland where numbers continued to decrease. 

In comparison to last year major increases in food insecure population are noted in 
Malawi, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe 

Late onset of rains and erratic below 
normal rains led shortened growing 
season in several areas

Torrential rains leading to flooding and 
waterlogging, leaching in some areas

Dry conditions in southern half of region 
affected harvests and livestock conditions

Recommendations on Food & Nutrition Security 

Population 292 million people
Life expectancy 52.8 years
Population under 35 years 76% (approx. 222 million people)
Human Development Index 0.338 - 0.771 (2013) 
Adult Literacy 50.6 - 85.1% (2012) 
Unemployment 1.7 - 51% (2011) 
Real GDP 7.1% (2013)
Economic Growth Rate 5.2% (2015  expected)
Inflation 5.6% (2015 expected)
HIV and AIDS 12.6%

Short Term:

1. Provide immediate relief to meet the needs of 13.4 million vulnerable people in the 
region requiring food and non-food assistance; and
2. Provide targeted support packages to the assessed vulnerable people to assist 
recovery and build resilience.

Medium/Long Term:

1. Promote and scale-up appropriate technologies including climate smart agricultural    
practices
2. Scale-up provision of primary health care services, including nutrition, water and 
sanitation in line with approved Regional Food and Nutrition Security Strategy;
4. Take measures to promote water conservation techniques, efficient use, re- use and 
recycling of water and where possible encourage and advocate for rain water harvest-
ing;
5. Operationalise disaster risk reduction strategies (preparedness, mitigation and 
recovery) to improve the resilience of communities;
6. Allow export of surplus maize to food deficit Member States in order to ensure 
Regional food security; and
7. Institutionalise the NVACs under national legislation to ensure sustainability and 
effective operations.

Provide immediate relief to meet the needs of 13.4 million vulnerable people in the 
region requiring food and non-food assistance; and
Provide targeted support packages to the assessed vulnerable people to assist 
recovery and build resilience.

Promote and scale-up appropriate technologies including climate smart agricultural    
practices;
Scale-up provision of primary health care services, including nutrition, water and 
sanitation in line with approved Regional Food and Nutrition Security Strategy;
Take measures to promote water conservation techniques, efficient use, re- use and 
recycling of water and where possible encourage and advocate for rain water harvest-
ing;
Operationalise disaster risk reduction strategies (preparedness, mitigation and recov-
ery) to improve the resilience of communities;
Allow export of surplus maize to food deficit Member States in order to ensure Regional 
food security; and
Institutionalise the NVACs under national legislation to ensure sustainability and 
effective operations.
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