
The mission of the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is to mobilize and coordinate effective and 
principled humanitarian action in partnership with national and international actors. 

 

  

  Southern Africa • Floods and Cyclones 
   Situation Update # 12 
   13 April 2011 
 
 
This report was issued by the Regional Office for Southern & Eastern Africa (ROSEA). It covers the period from 
30 March to 12 April. The next report will be issued on or around 27 April 2011. 
 

 

         
From 4-10 April, light or no rain fell in many parts of southern Africa, as the current rainy season appears to 
be drawing to a close. Dry conditions sustained moisture deficits over Mozambique, southern Malawi, 
Zimbabwe, sections of Zambia and eastern Angola, whereas the intensity of rains diminished significantly 
over northern Namibia and southern Angola. However, moisture surpluses were observed over parts of 
southern Africa, as rainfall was locally extremely heavy over parts of southern Madagascar and central 
Mozambique. For the coming week (12-18 April), an increased chance for above average rainfall is predicted 
for southern Tanzania, Malawi, northern Mozambique, and Madagascar. (Source: NOAA) 
 

 
PDNA: The Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) is being finalized and data analysis is ongoing. A first 
draft of the PDNA report is due by the end of this week. 
 

 
Food security: FAO/WFP reported that since the end of January, households’ purchasing power has been 
compromised by an increase in the price of local rice. By the end of March, rice prices had increased by eight 
percent compared to the previous quarter. This increase is attributed to the depletion of off-season rice crops. 
In the south, damage caused by Tropical Storm Bingiza also affected market supply, thus contributing to an 
increase in prices. In order to contain inflation, the government has banned rice exports as of early March. 
 

 

I. HIGHLIGHTS/KEY PRIORITIES 
 
• The UN Country Team in Namibia is preparing to issue a Flash Appeal for US $2.2 million to support 

authorities in responding to floods in the north of the country. 
• In Karonga District of northern Malawi, at least 4,658 households have been affected by flooding. 

Assessments are ongoing to determine more precisely numbers of persons affected and their needs. 
 

II. Regional Rainfall Situation 

III. Lesotho 

IV. Madagascar 
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Floods in Karonga District: Karonga District has reported floods in three areas, namely Mwakaboko, 
Kilipula and Kyungu, caused by a collapsed dyke along the North Rukuru River. On 11 April, the Department 
of Disaster Management Affairs (DoDMA) called for an emergency meeting and reported that 4,658 
households – Mwakaboko (522 households), Kilipula (2,836 households) and Kyungu (1,300 households) – 
had been affected and were currently accommodated in schools. Of these, 421 households have completely 
lost their homes, four people have lost their lives and one person has been seriously injured. The actual figure 
is likely higher, as some parts are inaccessible due to rising water. In some areas, water levels were about 
three metres high. Rains are continuing, and there are fears that the situation will worsen. During the meeting 
it was agreed that a joint government/UN/NGO assessment mission would be deployed to the affected areas 
from 12 to 17 April, in support of the district team, to determine needs in the areas of coordination, protection, 
water and sanitation, health, shelter, food and mosquito nets. 
 
Although DoDMA had provided some initial relief items, they have indicated that their capacity has been 
overwhelmed, and were thus appealing for additional support. Among the most urgent needs initially identified 
were food, mosquito nets, chlorine, and shelter materials. The rapid assessment results should be released 
by 17 April. 
 
Meantime, MRCS has been working with government authorities to distribute relief items (maize and maize 
flour, plastic sheeting, mosquito nets blankets, beans and salt) to the affected population.  
 

 
As at 12 April 2011, an estimated 228,500 people have been affected by the flooding in northern Namibia, 
with 65 people killed and 60,000 people displaced. While the northeastern region of Kunene had experienced 
some flooding, the main humanitarian needs are in the six regions of Oshana, Oshikoto, Omusati, 
Ohangwena, Kavango, and Caprivi. The sustained high water table resulting from repeated floods over the 
last three years means that flood water levels are unlikely to recede for the next three to six months. 
 
The Government of Namibia, with assistance from the Namibia Red Cross Society, continues to respond to 
the floods. Tents and food have been distributed in most of the affected areas, but there are still some areas 
that are in need, and even in areas where food have been distributed there are reports that it is not enough. 
There are still gaps in the key sectors of water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), essential non-food items 
(NFIs) and logistics, particularly accessing some cut off areas.  
 
The UN Country Team is planning to issue a Flash Appeal for US $2.2 million. 
 
More information on the flood situation in Namibia can be found in the most recent situation report, available 
at http://ochaonline.un.org/rosea 
 

 
Madagascar 
 
A workshop gathering 40 technicians (from the National Bureau of Risk and Disaster Management/BNGRC, 
UN agencies, government ministries, and NGOs) involved in the response to Tropical Storm Bingiza was held 
on 7 April to assess the quality of the response and challenges faced, focusing in particular on issues related 
to coordination, evaluation and response mechanisms. Results of the SWOT analysis done during this 
meeting will be analyzed and discussed with the BNGRC, while specific follow-up activities will be developed 
before the end of the cyclone season with OCHA’s support. 
 
Malawi 
 
The Malawi Vulnerability Assessment Committee (MVAC) held a Consultative Workshop on 8 March during 
which members resolved to conduct a rapid assessment to determine the effects of prolonged dry spells that 
have been reported in the southern and central regions of the country. Assessment results will provide early 
warning information and help MVAC to plan for the forthcoming 2011 annual assessment.  
 

V. Malawi 

VI. Namibia 

VII.  Coordination 
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Namibia 
 
The UN is preparing to issue a Flash Appeal for US $2.2 million to support national efforts to assist an 
estimated 60,000 people in six of the seven affected regions of northern Namibia. The appeal targets five 
priority sectors in support of government response efforts – and in complement to Red Cross efforts – over 
the next three to six months, namely, food security; health and nutrition; protection; education; water, 
sanitation and hygiene. 
 
For its part, the IFRC has appealed for CHF 1.8 million (about US $2 million) in cash, kind, or services to 
support the Namibian Red Cross Society to assist 9,364 families (more than 37,000 people) for six months. 
CHF 296,472 (about US $328,763) was allocated from the Federation’s Disaster Relief Emergency Fund 
(DREF) to support this operation. 

The Government of Namibia has itself provided N $30 million (approximately US $4.5 million) to the response, 
60 to 70 per cent of which is earmarked for logistics (air-lifting, transportation, search and rescue, etc.) and 
the remaining 30 to 40 per cent for the sectors of food, shelter and health. 

All humanitarian partners including donors and recipient agencies are encouraged to inform FTS of cash and 
in-kind contributions by sending an email to: fts@reliefweb.int. 
 

 
Kelly David 
Head of Office, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 (0)11 517 1609 
david1@un.org, mobile phone +27 (0)82 908 1338 
 
Hein Zeelie 
Associate Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Regional Office for Southern and Eastern Africa 
+27 (0)11 517 1665 
zeelie@un.org, mobile phone +27 (0)82 328 3038  
 
 
To be added or deleted from this SitRep mailing list, please email zeelie@un.org or visit 
www.ochaonline.org/rosea.  
 
 
 

VIII. Funding 

IX. Contact 
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Southern Africa: Storm, Flood and Cyclone Damage in 2011 (Total) 
12 April 2011 
 
   

Country Affected 
Displaced or 

evacuated Deaths 
Houses 

Destroyed Food Security Infrastructure Damage 

Angola 65,084            34,380 
            

113          4,980 
Damage to transport 

infrastructure. 

Lesotho  NK              3,360               672 
4,708 livestock animals 

killed, crops waterlogged. Damage to roads reported. 

Madagascar 21,256            21,256 
              

34          5,696 

1,625 houses damaged; One 
hospital and 4 health care 

centres partially damaged in 
Mananara Nord by Bingiza, 
which also destroyed 149 

classrooms in one of the most 
affected areas, and damaged 

roads and bridges. 

Malawi* 51,190            24,790 
                

4             421 2,608 ha of crops damaged. 

Joint UN/Government 
assessment launched on 12 

April 

Mozambique 33,946 955    
33,841 ha of crops 

damaged. 

Namibia* 228,500 60,000
              

65  To be determined. 

Damage to crops and 
infrastructure. Schools have 

been flooded. 

South Africa  NK  
              

91  

13,043 houses damaged, as 
well as roads and bridges. Cost 

of damage estimated at over 
$138,000. 

Zambia 1,375     
Some croplands 

waterlogged. 
Damage to schools, houses and 

transport infrastructure. 

Zimbabwe 371     

Rain and flood damage to 
roads, bridges and schools have 

been reported. 

Total 401,722          144,741 
            

307        11,769     
            

*  New figures for this report 
 
Compiled by OCHA ROSEA. Data partial and incomplete. NK means Not Known. Household size estimated at five persons, except for 
Angola, where it is estimated at 6.8 persons.  
Sources: Namibia Hydrological Services, Zambia Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit (DMMU), Mozambique National Water 
Directorate, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) of the United States of America, relevant United Nations 
Country Teams, UN Agencies, SADC HYCOS. Malawi Department of Disaster Management Affairs (DODMA), Zimbabwe Department 
of Civil Protection (DCP), Madagascar National Disaster Management Authority (BNGRC), National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) of the United States of America. 
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Disclaimer:
The designations employed and the presentation of material on this
map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or
concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Please note that flood areas are mapped at district level, except for Angola,
Namibia and Mozambique where some data was provided at regional level only.
*Average household size is estimated at 5 people.

A preliminary rapid assessment of floods in Karonga district found that 4,658 households have been affected and are
currently accommodated in schools. Of these, 421 households have completely lost their homes. Reports indicate
that 4 people have died and 1 person has been seriously injured.  An inter-agency emergency meeting was held on
11 April 2011 and a country assessment team is scheduled to leave for Karonga on 12 April 2011. MRCS has been
working with government authorities to distribute relief items.

An estimated 228,500 people have been affected by the
flooding in northern Namibia, with 65 people killed and
60,000 people displaced.  A joint rapid assessment was
conducted from 6 to 9 April 2011, the results of which are
expected to be published shortly. The Government of
Namibia, with assistance from the Namibia Red Cross
Society, continues to respond to the floods. The UN plans
to issue a Flash Appeal to support national response.

In Lesotho, the Post-Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) is being finalized and data
analysis is ongoing. A first draft of the PDNA report is due by the end of this week.


