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REACH was deployed to Nigeria in April 2017 in order to support the humanitarian response to the Lake 
Chad Crisis. REACH city-wide rapid assessments of informal internally displaced person (IDP) camps in 
Maiduguri aim to identify common community services used by IDPs and barriers they may or may not face 
in accessing critical services, while also building a deeper understanding around displacement dynamics of 
IDP populations.
The following factsheet provides an overview of the services accessed by IDP camp residents within the Bolori 
VI Community1 (neighbourhood) in addition to profiles of each camp, and will serve as the foundation for 
future exercises that aim to understand movement intentions and absorption capacity of return settlements. 
Data collection for this assessment was conducted on 23 May 2017 through four key informant interviews 
with community leaders and IDP camp leaders, as well as one focus group discussions with IDP camp 
residents. Findings should be considered as indicative only.

Overview

Maiduguri map

Displacement
IDPs from the ongoing conflict in north eastern Nigeria have been residing in informal camp settlements in the Bolori VI Community of Maiduguri since June 
2014. There is now a total of three informal IDP settlements in the community, the most recent of which was established in October 2014. 
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Key figures

1 “Community” in this regard refers to the sub-ward level administrative area

Date of main displacement from village of origin
Date first IDPs arrived in camp
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Access to services and basic items

Healthcare

WASH

Healthcare services are accessed at the General Hospital in the Bulabulin 
area of Maiduguri. The hospital covers the main health needs of the IDPs. 
Additionally, children and pregnant women receive treatment free of charge.

There a number of functioning water pumps in the neighbourhood, which 
generally meet the needs of the IDPs. Karantina Camp has functioning NGO-
provided latrines, while Beni Farin Gida’s are in need of maintenance. Bisbit 
Camp has one makeshift latrine which reportedly functions without issues.

Services map

Food security and livelihoods
The IDPs do not receive assistance and must find work in order to cover their 
expenditures. They earn money by pushing water trolleys, knitting caps for 
sale or in casual labour. Income from this work is reportedly often insufficient 
to cover their food needs. The IDPs do not live close enough to the main 
markets, so they must buy food from nearby shops, where prices are higher.

Education
None of the children are in school because families do not have enough 
money to cover the costs of uniforms or equipment.
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Shelter
Residents of all three camps pay rent for their shelter, ranging from 1,000  
Naira (3 USD)2 to 1,500 Naira (5 USD)2 per household per month. The IDPs 
chose to live in rented accommodaton because they were unable to enter the 
formal camps and did not have the resources to buy building materials when 
they arrived in Maiduguri.

The following section provides an overview of IDPs’ access to services and basic items in the community. Further details on specific access issues faced by 
IDPs living in each camp can be found in the subsequent camp profiles.

2 1 USD = 324 Naira as of 11 June 2017
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Beni Farin Gida
Key figures
Location: 11.87320848 N, 13.140409357 W
Date first IDPs arrived at this site: June 2014
Number of households: 203

Number of individuals: 1083 
Camp overview
Residents of Beni Farin Gida originate from different villages in Bama, Gwoza and Dikwa LGAs. The 
IDPs report that shelters were burned in all of their villages when insurgents attacked in mid-2014. Those 
from Dikwa were first to settle in Bolori VI in June 2014, while IDPs from Gwoza and Bama arrived in 
November and December 2014 respectively after hearing that space was available. The adult males in 
the camp are able to find daily work pushing water trolleys, but this is only a few days per month and 
provides just enough to meet rent payments (1,000 Naira, or 3 USD2, per household per month). The 
IDPs reported that they will return home as soon as it is considered safe to do so, citing the lack of access 
to food and education as the primary push factors. The camp has NGO-provided latrines, but a lack of 
maintenance means IDPs must now defecate in the open.
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Primary ward of origin: Kasugula
Primary LGA of origin: Bama
Primary state of origin: Borno
Tribes: Kanuri, Ngoshe

Bisbit
Key figures
Location: 11.872796146 N, 13.14003604 W
Date first IDPs arrived at this site: August 2014
Number of households: 11
Number of individuals: 50
Camp overview
Bisbit Camp residents arrived in Bolori VI in August 2014 after armed opposition groups (AOGs) destroyed 
their homes in an attack on Ala Village. Their rented shelters cost 1,000 Naira (3 USD)2 per household 
per month but are in poor condition, often leaking when it rains. The IDPs are unable to cover the costs of 
relocation, because a downpayment would be required elsewhere. They have never received assistance 
and their single makeshift latrine is in need of maintenance. To earn money, IDPs knit caps or beg, but this 
does not provide sufficient revenue to cover education costs for their children. Due to the lack of work, the 
IDPs intend to return to their farms in Marte as soon as it is considered safe to do so.
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Primary ward of origin: Ala
Primary LGA of origin: Marte
Primary state of origin: Borno
Tribe: Kanuri

Karantina
Key figures
Location: 11.87370569 N, 13.139973 W
Date first IDPs arrived at this site: October 2014
Number of households: 133

Number of individuals: 803

Camp overview
IDPs living in Karantina Camp fled Bama Village in August 2014 following a raid by AOGs in which 
all shelters were burned. The villagers travelled directly to Maiduguri, where they stayed with family 
members in various parts of the city. After one month, they moved to Bolori VI, choosing to live in rented 
accommodation because they were unable to cover the costs of building materials to construct their own 
shelters. They are able to find work as carpenters, pushing water trucks or as mechanics. While this is 
sufficient to cover rental costs (1,500 Naira, or 5 USD2, per household per month), they are not always 
able to cover the costs of food and have never been able to afford school.
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Primary state of origin: Borno
Tribe: Kanuri

2 1 USD= 324 Naira as of 11 June 2017
3 Figures from IOM DTM, May 2017

About REACH
REACH facilitates the development of information tools and products that 
enhance the capacity of aid actors to make evidence-based decisions in 
emergency, recovery and development contexts. All REACH activities 
are conducted through inter-agency aid coordination mechanisms. 
For more information, you can write to our global office: 
geneva@reach-initiative.org.
Visit www.reach-initiative.org and follow us @REACH_info
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