
This Regional Analysis of the Syria conflict 
(RAS) is an update of the May RAS and 
seeks to bring together information from 
all sources in the region and provide 
holistic analysis of the overall Syria crisis.  
While Part I focuses on the situation within 
Syria, Part II covers the impact of the crisis 
on the neighbouring countries. Annex B 
gives an overview of information products 
available on the Syrian crisis. More 
information on how to use this document 
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Overview 

 Conflict: On 5 June Government of Syria (GoS) forces backed by Hezbollah 
fighters regained control of Qusair after a two-week battle.  Their gain was 
followed by an announcement of a push to retake Aleppo.  Fighting has 
intensified in areas of Aleppo governorate, around Damascus city, and also in 
Quneitra.  

 Political developments: The United States announced that it has concrete 
evidence that the GoS has used nerve gas against the opposition hence its 
‘red-line’ has been crossed. It has stated that it will provide military support to 
the opposition. 

 The peace talks in Geneva, initiated by Russia and the United States, were 
postponed.  While the international community is keen to find a political 
resolution to the conflict, an impasse has been reached as the opposing sides 
refuse to agree on terms for the peace talks.  Fragmentation has occurred 
within the opposition coalition as factions disagree amongst themselves. 

 The Friends of Syria talks in Doha, attended by ministers from Britain, Egypt, 
France, Germany, Italy, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, the United Arab 
Emirates and the United States, ended with an agreement to give military 
support to the opposition. 

 Humanitarian concerns: While the lack of access to WASH and Health 
services increasingly affects the population, a measles outbreak has been 

identified in northern governorates: significantly lower vaccination coverage 
since 2011 and high levels of displacement are key contributory factors. Other 
communicable diseases are likely to proliferate. 

 Displacement: At least 6.5 million Syrians have been displaced by the current 
unrest, which amounts to almost 30% of the pre-crisis population.  Over 5 
million of these are estimated to be displaced in Syria, while 1,685,000 Syrians 
are registered or awaiting registration with UNHCR in neighbouring countries.  
UNRWA has stated that there are at least 235,000 internally displaced 
Palestinian refugees in Syria, over 50% of the Palestinian population in the 
country.  

 Returnees: Refugees are returning to Syria in larger numbers, particularly 
from Jordan and Iraq.  Reasons for return include: a lessening in the conflict in 
their areas of origin; dissatisfaction with life in host countries; to check on 
property or to fetch family members.  Nevertheless, settlement in their place of 
origin is hampered by on-going insecurity, widespread infrastructural damage 
and continuing lack of access to services.  

 Information gaps: Due to the challenges attached to collecting and publishing 
data, large information gaps continue to exist. While there is wide media 
coverage on the clashes throughout the country, there is very limited updated 
information on the humanitarian situation.  

 Funding status: The revised Syria Humanitarian Assistance Response Plan 
(SHARP) January - December 2013, which targets around 6.8 million people in 
need was launched in June and requests USD 1.4 billion to support the 
humanitarian response in Syria until 2014. 

 

 

 Red flags indicate new information 

 

http://www.acaps.org/en/disaster-needs-analysis
mailto:SNAP@ACAPS.org
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
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How 
 

 

Conflict and political developments 

 Several recent developments have potential to change the course of the conflict: 

1. Increasing quantities of weapons are pouring into Syria from various actors, 
nations and independent groups, supporting both sides.  This trend is set to 
increase as during the recent Friends of Syria meeting in Doha, several 
countries agreed to urgently provide military supplies to the opposition on the 
ground. 

2. The power and reach of foreign fighters appears to be growing and all parties 
to the conflict have reportedly received support during offensives from non-
Syrian groups and individuals.  During the battle for Qusair, pro-Government 
fighters stated that highly trained foreign fighters played an enormous role 
within the opposition’s ranks while Hezbollah fighters played a decisive role 
alongside the Syrian Armed Forces (SAF).  

3. With the recapture of Qusair city, the GoS has gained momentum in their fight 
against opposition forces.  Their focus is now on Aleppo governorate and city, 
although this is likely to prove a more protracted fight.  

 The increased influx of weapons on both sides and growing involvement of 
foreign fighters will prolong the conflict, aggravate the humanitarian crisis and 
further disrupt humanitarian assistance. 

Aleppo 

 Aleppo city, the scene of heavy fighting for the past 2 years, is one of Syria’s 
most severely affected cities in terms of access to services and destruction of 
infrastructure.  The expected SAF offensive will cause a further deterioration of 
the current situation and cause further displacement of both residents and those 
who sought refuge in the city from otherl areas.  The water supply system for 
Aleppo is specifically vulnerable to damage or destruction, as water is piped to 
the city from Lake Assad, 100 km east of the city.  Regaining control of Aleppo 
will be a significantly greater challenge than Qusair and thus take longer and is 
likely to result in more casualties and greater destruction and severely restrict 
humanitarian access. 

WASH and Health 

 With the summer comes a decrease in available groundwater that will affect the 
population and the agricultural sector.  The deteriorating WASH situation will 
further impact the already poor health situation.  All risk factors to enhance the 
transmission of communicable diseases are present in the current crisis and a 
number of public health risks including hepatitis, typhoid and dysentery are of 
major concern.  WHO have stated that outbreaks are inevitable.  The decrease in 
vaccination coverage has already led to an outbreak of measles in northern 
governorates and this is likely to expand if no measures are taken.  

Possible developments  How to use the RAS? 
This report is divided into three sections: 

 The regional overview summarises the whole report into one page, highlighting the 

key issues and developments of the last month.   

 Part I focuses on the situation in Syria, firstly by outlining the issues on a country 

level and afterwards, in more depth, on a governorate level.   

 Part II deals with the host countries Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey and Iraq, and 

discusses the main humanitarian issues related to the crisis. 

The different parts and components can be read separately, according to information 

needs.  While those working in a host country or a specific governorate might only be 

interested in small parts of the report, individuals working on a regional level can benefit 

from reading all sections.  

The information in blue contains explanatory notes on the structure of this report while the 

information in red boxes outlines SNAP’s analysis.  

How to quote this document? 

SNAP encourages information sharing and all information in this report can be used in 

other publications.  Please note that most information is derived from secondary data and 

the original source should be quoted when this information is used.  The original source 

can be found at the end of a paragraph and if possible, the hyperlink to this source has 

been made available.  All information which is not sourced is based on SNAP’s own 

analysis and should be quoted as such.  
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Latest developments 

 

Water 
GoS forces backed by Hezbollah fighters 

regained control of Qusair after a two-

week battle. During the fighting, the main 

water pumping station in Qusair was 

damaged and the flow of water to 1.3 

million people in Homs and Hama was 

disrupted.   

Health 
MSF reported a measles outbreak, with 

over 7,000 cases.  Neither WHO nor the 

GoS has confirmed this outbreak. 

Damascus 
The GoS and armed parties 

systematically laid siege to different 

contested areas. Yarmouk refugee camp 

has been under GoS siege since 

December and transport of food and life 

saving medicines into the camp is 

extremely limited. 

Damascus 
While fierce clashes continue in the 

outskirts of Damascus in an attempt by 

the GoS to clear the area of opposition 

bases, at least 7 suicide bombs exploded 

in and around the city. 

June 2013 
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Information gaps and data limitations 
 

Available in-crisis data June 

 Several reports on the humanitarian needs in Syria have become available in 
June: 

o The revised Syria Humanitarian Assistance Response Plan (SHARP) 
January - December 2013, which targets around 6.8 million people in need 
(including around 4.25 million IDPs).  The appeal provides an overview of 
the humanitarian needs per sector. However, as the document was subject 
to the approval of Government of Syria, it is possible that the overview 
does not reflect all needs, specifically with regards to protection and needs 
specific to opposition-controlled areas.  

o A UN inter-agency humanitarian assessment mission visited Qusair on 15 
June to assess the humanitarian situation although no report has been 
published to date. (OCHA 2013/06/17) 

o Human Rights Watch (HRW) published a report on students and schools 
under attack in Syria, citing violations of children’s human rights. (HRW 

2013/06/06) 

o IFRC released their 2012 annual report on Syria, focusing on medical 
needs and response.  While very useful, much of the information is now 
out of date. (IFRC 2013/06/08) 

o The Commission of Inquiry of the UN Human Rights Council published its 
4

th
 report on the human rights situation in Syria.  As the commission was 

not allowed into Syria, the findings are based on remote research. (Human 

Rights Council 2013/06/04)  

o The Assistance Coordination Unit (ACU) published the results of an 
assessment of 12 IDP camps in Aleppo, Idleb and Lattakia governorate. 
(ACU 2013/05) 

 Weekly Early Warning And Reporting System (EWARS) reports continue to be 
published.  As information gathering relies on channels between public 
hospitals and the Syrian Government, which can be interrupted for any number 
of reasons, they cannot offer a complete picture of health issues.  The ACU is 
planning to set up a system similar to the EWARS in opposition-controlled 
areas: the first reports are expected in July. 

 In June, UNOSAT published maps of 9 IDP camps in Idleb and Aleppo.  These 
maps are based on satellite imagery and include an analysis of visible shelters 
and structures. (UNOSAT 2013/06) 

 In many sectors and areas of Syria, no new information has become available 
since the publication of the May RAS.  Where the situation has not changed, or 
in cases where no more current information is available, the data has not been 
repeated in this month’s report. 

 

Baseline data 

 OCHA is currently undertaking a study to estimate pre-crisis population figures 
for all governorates in Syria, using 2004 census data and population growth 
trends.  Otherwise, no additional baseline data is available and the following 
information for Syria is still needed: 

 Updated statistical data on poverty levels per governorate: the most recent 
poverty survey is from 2007.  

 Information on market flows.  The Central Bureau of Statistics collects market 
data such as CPI (Consumer Price Index) and unemployment figures but not 
flows. 

 Recent information on religious and ethnic composition in Syria.  

 The number and location of migrants and unregistered refugees in Syria prior 
to the crisis. 

 UNHCR states that there are 525,000 Palestinians in Syria. The number of 
registered refugees as of 1 January 2012 was 486,946.  

 The number of Iraqi refugees resident in Syria prior to the crisis.  

 Locations of critical infrastructure (bakeries, places of worship, power stations, 
and health facilities), which are only partly available. 

In-crisis data: 

Urgent information needs on a governorate level are: 

 Affected population in all areas not covered by the J-RANS (Joint Rapid 
Assessment in Northern Syria): information on priority needs, disaggregated 
by affected group (IDPs, host-communities).  Number of IDPs in host families, 
collective accommodation and unoccupied houses.  

 Returnees: An unknown number of people have returned to their place of 
origin. There is no information available on their priority needs or location.  

 Affected population figures: Sex and age disaggregated data including older 
age groups (60-79 and 80+).  

 Protection: Regularly updated information on which areas are controlled by 

the Government or opposition actors or are contested. 

Information availability 

None / very 
limited  

As-Sweida, Dar’a, Damascus, Hama, Homs,  Rural 
Damascus, Tartous, Quneitra, 

Some   

Most  
Aleppo, Al-Hasakeh, Ar-Raqqa, Deir-ez-Zor, Idleb, 
Lattakia 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20No.%2027.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/node/115959/
http://www.hrw.org/node/115959/
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-annual-report-2012-maasy001
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/IICISyria/Pages/Documentation.aspx
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://www.unitar.org/unosat/maps/108
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 Information on the enforcement of law and order in all governorates; 
functioning of the police, fire services, etc. 

 Cases and locations of SGBV, unaccompanied extremely vulnerable 
individuals (children, older people, disabled), number of cases of psychological 
trauma, and elderly. 

 Location, number and needs of third country nationals and refugees remaining 
in Syria.  

 Health: Disease surveillance: Data records at clinic and field hospital level.  
A more comprehensive but flexible disease surveillance system is required, 
specifically since health is reported the top priority for the population. 

 Healthcare: Updated information on the number and condition of healthcare 
facilities still functioning. 

 Availability of medicines in different governorates. 

 Livelihoods and food security: Number of people with food insecurity in all 

areas not covered by the J-RANS.  

 Nutrition: Status of children under 5 and other vulnerable groups such as 
elderly in all areas.  The risk factors exist for nutrition to become a concern, 
specifically for children.  More is needed in terms of a nutrition surveillance 
system. 

 Market information: More comprehensive information required on availability 

of products per sub-districts.  

 WASH: The status of water networks per governorate (functional, partly 

functional, not functional). 

 Whether the hot summer weather has led to a decrease in access to water and 
worsened hygiene situation. 

 Education: Disaggregation of data on child enrolment between primary and 

secondary schools,  

 Response: Who, What, Where of all relief agencies, in order to increase 
interagency, inter-sector and sub-sector coordination for relief activities; this is 
especially needed for coordination and partnership-forming between health 
providers to increase comprehensiveness of service provision (continuation of 
care, referral of patients for rehabilitation and provision of disability aids). 

 Key infrastructure: Condition of infrastructure such as roads, bridges, ports 

and airstrips 

On-going and planned assessments 

 WFP/FAO Crop and Food Security Assessment Mission is currently being 
finalised and will be released in July.  

 OCHA, in consultation with sector lead agencies, is facilitating a coordinated 
assessment approach to encourage inter-agency actions to: 

o harmonise the collection of assessment data, including through 
identification of key emergency indicators; 

o standardise and scale-up inter-sector, cluster/sector and single-agency 
assessments within Syria; and  

o undertake structured periodic monitoring of the situation and needs within 
Syria through Refugee Place of Origin Perception Assessments and 
triangulated through secondary data analysis 

 The ACU is planning several assessments: 

o Survey of Police and Judicial System in Aleppo Governorate: July/August 

o Dynamic Monitoring System of IDP camps in Syria (DMS): July 

o Early Warning Alert and Response Network (EWARN): first report in July 

o Dynamic Situation Monitoring on sub-district level (DYNAMO): July (pilot in 
Aleppo) 

o Damage Assessment Aleppo: July/August 

o Joint Rapid Assessment in southern Syria (J-RAS): August  

o 3W of Local Relief Actors in Syria: ongoing 

 

Operational constraints 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Access of the affected population to humanitarian aid: 

 Key informants in 79% of the sub districts assessed during the J-RANS II 
reported humanitarian access to be problematic, both for humanitarian actors 
and for the affected population trying to access relief.  (Daily Star 2013/05/01, INGO 

2013/01/01) 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-01/215656-facing-daily-peril-aid-workers-deliver-vital-food-in-syria.ashx#axzz2S72himhj
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 Anecdotal evidence suggests that the population in some areas is less 
accessible to INGOs as they might fear consequences of being associated 
with foreign aid agencies. (Personal Interview (PI) 2013/06/24) 

 Countrywide, the affected population’s access to humanitarian assistance is 
severely restricted, mainly due to blockades, curfews, active hostilities and 
conflict-related damage to infrastructure.  Both Government and opposition 
groups have cut off movement to and from certain areas, hampering supply 
chains and population movement. Access to healthcare is particularly limited.  
This is illustrated by the situation in Qusair, Homs at the start of June where 
1,500 wounded people in need of emergency medical treatment were 
reportedly unable to be evacuated due to insecurity. (OCHA 2013/06/01) 

Government impediments to entry:  

 The Government reportedly detained an NGO staff member because the NGO 
received funding from one of the countries that recently stated their intention to 
supply opposition forces with weapons. (NGO 2013/06/21) 

 The Government denied humanitarian access to the Syrian Arab Red Crescent 
(SARC) and International Red Cross until military operations were completed 
in Qusair. (Guardian 2013/06/05, Daily Star 2013/06/06, IRIN 2013/06/13) 

 The Government has not given approval for the United Nations or 
humanitarian organisations to deliver aid to opposition-held areas through 
neighbouring countries.  The Government has also imposed heavy 
bureaucratic hurdles on cross-line humanitarian assistance to opposition areas 
from Government controlled regions.  While the SARC works in all areas of the 
country, in February and March 2013, 276,000 people were cut off from 
assistance when Government closed down SARC cross-line operations. (HRW 

2013/06/12) 

 UN agencies stated that Rural Damascus has become increasingly difficult to 
access.  Despite 3 official requests to the Government since March to access 
the area of Muadhamiya, access has not been granted and UN-led convoys 
carrying the most needed relief items have been rescheduled 7 times. (OCHA 

2013/06/13) 

 14 UN agencies currently operate in Syria, of which United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) and UN-Habitat 
are two recent additions.  In addition, IOM and 7 out of the 14 INGOs 
accredited in Syria have operations in the country. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 There are several organisations operating in northern Syria from Turkey. 
However, it has become increasingly difficult for organisations with cross-
border operations into northern Syria to reside in Turkey. The Government of 
Turkey requires all organisations in Turkey to be registered with the authorities 
and recently issued a directive requesting all unregistered INGOs to cease 
activities.  Registration is reportedly lengthy and complex. Some NGOs have 
faced difficulties in renting property. (PI 2013/06/19) 

 A May 8 UN General Assembly resolution called on the Government of Syria 
to authorise cross-border aid operations, requesting that the Government 
facilitate the access of humanitarian organisations to all people in need 
through the most effective routes, including authorising cross-border 
humanitarian operations, as an urgent priority. (MDM 2013/06/15) 

 The list of 110 local NGOs authorised by the Government of Syria to support 
the work of international aid agencies has been reduced to 60 by the Ministry 
of Social Affairs (MoLA). (ECHO 2013/06/17, OCHA 2013/02/18) 

Lack of funding 

 A revised Humanitarian Assistance Response Plan (SHARP) for the period 
from 1 January to 31 December 2013 was launched on the 7th of June.  Within 
this revised response plan, the UN agencies, IOM and INGOs that are officially 
accredited by the Government of Syria seek almost USD 1.5 billion to support 
the humanitarian response in Syria until 2014. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 The appeal is a review of a January 2013 SHARP, which requested USD 0.5 
billion funding for the period January to June 2013. This plan was followed by 
a pledging conference in Kuwait on 29 January, during which donors pledged 
USD1.5 billion of aid for the region. At the start of June, only USD700 million 
had been secured. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 The revised SHARP outlines planned operations by the UN, IOM and 
Government approved INGOs. As parts of the country are largely inaccessible 
to these actors, including parts of northern opposition-controlled regions; it is 
likely that the appeal does not cover the needs in all areas of the country.  

 Organisations operating in northern Syria from Turkey have difficulties 
securing funding, as registration with the Turkish Government is a funding 
requirement for most donors.  (PI 2013/05) 

Active hostilities and violence against personnel, facilities and assets 

 Intensifying violence throughout the country impedes access to many areas.  
Access to the governorates of Al-Hasakeh; Ar-Raqqa; Aleppo; Idleb; Deir-ez-
Zor; Hama; and Homs continues to be particularly challenging for international 
actors.  Access is also extremely problematic in southern Syria, notably Rural 
Damascus. (ECHO 2013/06/25, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Humanitarian staff have been subject to harassment, intimidation and kidnap 
incidents and humanitarian supplies and convoys subject to looting.  Since the 
start of the conflict WFP has reported more than 20 attacks on warehouses, 
trucks and cars in Syria. (WFP 2013/06/05, UNRWA 2013/06/09, OCHA 2013/06/13, 

SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 The systematic targeting of health workers and facilities by armed groups is of 
major concern.  20 SARC members have lost their lives since the start of the 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-humanitarian-and-human-rights-chiefs-urge-immediate-safe-passage
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jun/05/syria-army-seizes-qusair
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-06/219615-syrian-army-sets-sights-beyond-qusair.ashx#axzz2VQyXDAIV
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/injured-al-qusayr-battle-struggle-get-medical-care
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-humanitarian-agencies-syria-request-urgent-access-affected
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-humanitarian-agencies-syria-request-urgent-access-affected
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/access-vital-healthcare-still-being-denied-syrians
http://ec.europa.eu/echo/files/aid/countries/factsheets/syria_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20Issue%2019.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis_ECHO%20factsheet_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JRANS%20II%20-%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/wfp%E2%80%99s-response-inside-syria-and-neighbouring-countries-jordan-lebanon-18
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2050%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-humanitarian-agencies-syria-request-urgent-access-affected
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
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conflict: in many cases they were victims of the deliberate targeting of 
vehicles.(ICRC 2013/06/18) 

 In the IDP camps, a lack of sufficient aid is leading to frustration and 
aggression among the IDPs. (PI 2013/06/24)  

Restriction of movement 

 The multiplicity of armed groups and proliferation of Government of Syria and 
opposition controlled checkpoints severely hamper delivery of aid. (HRW 

2013/06/12, Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

 A trend towards increased control and restriction of movement of relief actors 
was noted in areas taken over by the Al Nusra Front.  However, at the same 
time negotiating access has become easier, as agencies only have to deal 
with 1 armed group instead of a diverse cluster. (PI 2013/06/24) 

 According to UNRWA, 7 out of the 12 Palestinian refugee camps in Syria have 
been largely inaccessible to the Agency due to insecurity and fierce clashes.  
Since opposition fighters established a permanent presence in Yarmouk camp 
and the Syrian army besieged it, medicines and medical supplies have been 
banned from entering the camp. (UNRWA 2013/06/21, OCHA 2013/06/17) 

Diversion of aid 

 Diversion of aid, by both the SAF and opposition elements, is reported to occur 
on a regular basis. (INGO 2013/01/25, PI 2013/06/24) 

Logistics and lack of fuel 

 Blocked transport routes, fuel shortages and other logistical challenges 
frustrate the transport of supplies to Syria.  Fuel is often in short supply, with a 
consequential increase in fuel costs throughout the country, including in major 
cities and ports. (SHARP 2013/06/07, UNICEF 2013/06/19)  

 Key constraints include the lack of availability of Internet connectivity, reliable 
voice communication and a countrywide telecommunications system.  This 
lack of basic communication services hampers the ability to coordinate and 
manage operations, and the lack of secure communications results in severe 
limitations on the ability of humanitarian staff to move safely. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 Mines and IED: Although Syria is contaminated by mines and explosive 
remnants of war, their presence has not been reported as a major operational 
constraint. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, LCMM 2012/11/15) 

 Telecommunications: Before the crisis, television was the most important 
medium in Syria for the dissemination of news, with the vast majority of the 
population regularly watching. The internet has also become a major source of 
information, but its use is monitored by the authorities.  Not counting those 
who mostly access internet through shared access sites, such as in cyber 
cafes, the pre-crisis figure of internet users is around 20%. 3G broadband 

existed in major cities but was expensive and penetration rate in 2011 was 
1.3%. In 2011, 55% of the population had mobile phones, one of the lowest 
rates of penetration in the region. Penetration rate for fixed-telephones was 
20% in 2011. (ITU 2012) (IWS 2012) 

 As can be seen in the following graphs, telecommunications have been 
severely affected by the on-going crisis: 

 

Telecommunications connectivity (SecDev 2013/06/201) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-and-beyond-humanitarian-challenges-todays-conflicts
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-condemns-killing-six-palestine-refugees-khan-eshieh-camp-outside
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/world/supply-annual-report-2012-supply-chains-children
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/revised-syria-humanitarian-assistance-response-plan-sharp-january
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
https://dbxprd0611.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Hnh78eneokW5XSRnvZVa9BX_N2MzRdAINM0JPpUwQyaOAqrU2W2vacGDwEA0or6MDSwmfl_Q0Ns.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.itu.int%2fdms_pub%2fitu-d%2fopb%2find%2fD-IND-AR-2012-PDF-E.pdf
https://dbxprd0611.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=Hnh78eneokW5XSRnvZVa9BX_N2MzRdAINM0JPpUwQyaOAqrU2W2vacGDwEA0or6MDSwmfl_Q0Ns.&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.internetworldstats.com%2fme%2fsy.htm
https://www.secdev.com/
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Humanitarian profile (see annex A for definitions) 
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Country sectoral analysis 

More detail on the specific needs of each governorate can be found on the governorate pages 
that follow the summary of country-wide sectoral issues. 

Number of people displaced/in need 

Number of people displaced: >5.1 million (April 2013) 

 From January until April 2013, the number of internally displaced people has 
more than doubled, from an estimated 2 million to around 4.25 million. 
Aleppo and Rural Damascus governorates have been particularly affected by 
large-scale displacement. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 There has been no updated figure on the number of internally displaced and 
no projections have been made for the upcoming 6 months. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 
However, since April, the fighting has extended to new geographic areas, 
including in Homs and Aleppo, the number of displaced is likely to have 
increased.  

 

 

 

Number of people in need: >6.8 million (April 2013) 

 Between January and April, the number of people in need as reported by 
OCHA has increased from 4 million to 6.8 million. As can be seen in the 
below graph, this increase is primarily caused by an increase of the number 
of people in need in Aleppo and Rural Damascus: 

 

Number of people in need per governorate January and April 2013  

 

 The number of people in need has not been updated since April. Heavy 
fighting continued over the last 2 months and expanded to new areas, 
including areas of Rural Aleppo and Homs, and a continuing deterioration of 
the humanitarian situation is been reported. Hence, it is likely that this 
number is significantly higher.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Governorate J-RANS II (April) OCHA (April) Combined Figures 
Al-Hasakeh  221,900   207,400   221,900  

Aleppo  1,062,450   1,250,000   1,250,000  
Ar-Raqqa 373,700 230,000  373,700  
As-Sweida  18,000  18,000  
Damascus (city)  250,000  250,000  
Damascus (rural)  705,200  705,200  
Dar’a  180,000  180,000  
Deir-ez-zor 385,400 283,200  385,400  
Hama  227,800 284,300  284,300  
Homs  355,800  355,800  
Idleb 880,050 300,600  880,050  
Latakia 75,800 70,000  75,800  
Quneitra  30,000  30,000  
Tartous   90,000  90,000  

Total 3,277,100 4,254,500 
 

5,100,150 

 

 

104 of all 150 sub-
districts in the 7 

northern governorates 
were covered 

* figures for Aleppo 
city are from March 

From various 
sources 

Combination of OCHA 
estimates and J-RANS II 

(highest figure)  

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf


Page 10 of 40 

 

 

 

 

 

People in need 

By governorate (April 2013) 
Trend in governorates 

Trend countrywide  

All f igures on the map are estimates and have been compiled 

from multiple sources. The figures in the graphs are based on 

the different OCHA Humanitarian Snapshots. 
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Health 

Number of people in need: 6.8 million (SHARP  2013/06/07) 

Morbidity and mortality  

 An outbreak of measles has been reported in parts of northern Syria, with MSF 
reporting 7,000 people infected.  No cases were reported in Syria in 2010 and 
2011. The disease is spreading more quickly in part because of the large 
number of Syrians displaced by the conflict and living in close quarters.  Of the 
139 laboratory-confirmed cases, 70% of the patients were not vaccinated. 
Vaccination coverage has decreased significantly, from 95% in 2010 to an 
estimated 45% in 2013. (WHO 2013/06/04, MSF 2013/06/18, Daily Star 2013/06/18) 

 Other communicable diseases are also on the rise.  Between January and 
May, a significant increase of acute watery diarrhoea cases per week was 
reported: from 243 in the first week of January to 660 in the second week of 
May.  The number of Hepatitis A cases per week increased by 200% over the 
same period. Government-subsided vaccines against Hepatitis A are 
reportedly no longer available. (WHO 2013/06/04, AlertNet 2013/06/07) 

 WHO reported over 1,000 cases of Cutaneous Leishmaniasis between 14 April 
and 18 May.  The disease is endemic in parts of Syria and the numbers 
recorded are not significantly different from those in previous years.  However, 
the disease has spread to areas where it was previously unreported; for 
instance Tartous governorate where it has been seen among IDPs. 
Furthermore, the disease is likely to be underreported, as registration systems 
have broken down and patients have limited access to public hospitals. (FP 

2013/06/19, Guardian 2013/06/04)  

 Unsafe sex is of increasing concern as there are reportedly few contraceptives 
available.  A growing number of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) have 
been detected in routine visits to clinics in Damascus. (IRIN 2013/05/27) 

Health infrastructure and supplies  

 Up to 70% of the health workforce has fled, resulting in severe shortages in 
qualified health personnel.  In the National Hospital in Ar-Raqqa for instance, 
only 25 of the original 112 doctors remain. (WHO 2013/06/04, HRW 2013/06/12) 

 By 30 April, 57% of the public hospitals were reportedly damaged, ranging 
from 0% of hospitals damaged in As Sweida, Quneitra and Tartous up to 88% 
damaged in Rural Damascus.  11 out of 23 UNRWA health centres require 
urgent repair.  High numbers of ambulances have also been damaged. (SHARP  

2013/06/07) 

 Serious allegations of abuse in public facilities have led many patients to rely 
exclusively on alternative health support provided by private clinics; SARC 
facilities; or clandestine field hospitals.  50 abandoned homes in Qusair 
reportedly turned into health facilities after the main hospital was destroyed. 

Make-shift hospitals often lack the necessary equipment and medicines. (ECHO 

2013/05/24, WHO/MOH 2013/04/30, UNRWA 2013/06/16, Ahram 2013/06/04)   

 Treatment and services for chronic conditions such as diabetes, cardio 
vascular disease and hypertension are reportedly almost non-existent in 
opposition districts. (Trusted Source 2013/06/20) 

 Since July 2012, the country is experiencing critical shortages in medicines 
and pharmaceutical products. The pharmaceutical industry in Syria, which 
covered 90% of local needs before the crisis, is heavily affected by the conflict. 
In addition to the destruction of factories and the transport difficulties, the 
Syrian Central Bank stopped financing imported raw materials, significantly 
affecting production.  Local sources report that 18 types of medicines are no 
longer available on the Syrian market and need to be imported. (J-RANS II 

2013/05/22, INGO 2013/05, Al Watan 2013/06/11, HRW 2013/06/12, IFRC 2013/06/08)  

 Systematic targeting of health workers and facilities by armed groups 
continues. In addition, placing military equipment within hospital grounds and 
reprisal attacks against health workers suspected of informing opposition 
activity is further affecting the health system. (ICRC 2013/06/18, IPN 2013/05/14, J-

RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Maternal health 

 Before the conflict, 96% of deliveries in Syria were assisted by a skilled birth 
attendant.  Currently, a significant part of maternal health care has broken 
down.  Births by Caesarean section are 3-5 times higher than in normal 
conditions: in one hospital in Homs, 75% babies are delivered using the 
surgical procedure. (IRIN 2013/05/27)  

Nutrition 

Number of people affected: over 1.6 million children and pregnant/lactating 
women (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 A MUAC rapid assessment, undertaken in Damascus (sample size of 235 
children under 5) indicated that the nutritional status of children is of concern. 
The percentage of global acute malnourished children screened was reported 
at 14.4 %, while 8% is reported as moderately malnourished, and 6% severely 
malnourished. (UNICEF 2013/05/15) 

 Nurses reported increasing numbers of children with signs of malnutrition in 
Homs.  Cases of malnutrition were reported in Tartous and Rural Damascus. 
(WFP 2013/03/31, UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

 

 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/who-warns-increased-risk-disease-epidemics-syria-and-neighbouring
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/measles-epidemic-signals-growing-humanitarian-needs
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-19/220843-measles-epidemic-sweeps-northern-syria.ashx#axzz2WSTlaNAQ
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/who-warns-increased-risk-disease-epidemics-syria-and-neighbouring
http://www.trust.org/item/20130607151026-8wzru
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/06/19/syria_aleppo_evil_flesh_eating_disease
http://www.foreignpolicy.com/articles/2013/06/19/syria_aleppo_evil_flesh_eating_disease
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jun/04/syrian-disease-outbreaks-inevitable-who
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/born-crisis-unwanted-pregnancies-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/who-warns-increased-risk-disease-epidemics-syria-and-neighbouring
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syria_en_12.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syria_en_12.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/2/8/73050/World/Region/Syrian-doctor-says--wounded-trapped-in-Qusayr.aspx
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2301
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/agencies-should-send-aid-where-most-needed
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-and-beyond-humanitarian-challenges-todays-conflicts
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrian-attacks-health-care-system-%E2%80%98terrorising-population%E2%80%99
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/born-crisis-unwanted-pregnancies-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20%28Syria%20Jordan%20Lebanon_%20Iraq%20Turkey%29%20-%2016%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/emergency-food-assistance-people-affected-syria-crisis-quarterly
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-finds-critical-shortages-food-other-supplies-visit-syrian-village
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Livelihoods and food security 

Number of people in need: 6.8 million (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

Availability 

 Although the yield of the June harvest is below average, more food is likely to 
be available in markets in the north, as a result of the harvest in the northen 
governorates, which may lead to a temporary reduction in some prices. 

Access 

 Between January and March, the average prices of food commodities 
remained generally stable at the local level but differed between governorates, 
with the exception of sugar and oil which remained consistent countrywide.  In 
Aleppo however, the prices of goods increased significantly due to the heavy 
fighting. While, before the crisis, the Government controlled the marketing 
distribution of staple goods, the collapse of the system in many areas has led 
to the establishment of parallel markets.  Prices can differ significantly between 
the different markets.  (INGO 2013/06, WFP 2013/05/28) 

 Prices of chicken meat and 
eggs, traditionally a cheaper 
source of animal protein, have 
increased significantly since 
the start of the crisis. (SHARP 

2013/06/07, Al Watan 2013/06/16, 
WFP 2013/06) 

 The Syrian pound has been 
subject to high devaluation.  In 
March 2011, the Syrian Pound 
stood at 47 against the USD. 
By mid-June 2013, following 
an announcement by the U.S. 
of their intention to support to 
the opposition, the pound 
increased to SYP 200 to USD 1.  Whereas, prior to the crisis, only international 
traders used USD, the dollar is now common currency, as the Syrian Pound 
suffered from inflation and devaluation.  As a result, the devaluation affects 
access to basic goods for households. (Daily Star 2013/06/21, Al Watan 2013/06/14) 

 The Government recently stated that it will raise salaries for state employees, 
military personnel and retired employees. (SINA 2013/06/22) If this increase 
materialises, these groups will be better able to afford basic food items; 
although such a move will also fuel inflation. 

 

Livelihoods   

 Livelihoods have been severely interrupted by the crisis, with large-scale 
displacement, decreased agricultural harvests, loss of economic assets and a 
decrease in the number of people receiving Government salaries.  

 Although rainfall has been above average this year and crop conditions are 
good, a sharp decrease in crop harvest is expected; primarily caused by the 
insecurity; a lack of inputs such as seed and fertilizer and a shortage of labour 
force.  In addition, preliminary estimates of the Syrian Ministry of Agriculture 
and Agrarian Reform (MAAR) point to a 20% reduction (on an average year) in 
the area cultivated with wheat and barley.  The irrigation sector suffered 
significant damages particularly affecting northern Al-Hasakeh and Ar-Raqqa. 
(SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 Livestock has been affected by destocking and costly animal fodder. In 
addition, Syrian veterinary services and animal vaccination programmes have 
been severely impacted over the past 6–12 months. Along the Syrian border, 
cases of Trans-boundary Animal Diseases have already been identified at 
higher than normal level. (FAO 2013/06/18, SHARP 2013/06/07, UNHCR 2013/06/10) 

 Many poultry farms have been destroyed or closed due to the high price of 
production inputs in local markets.  The price increases were partly caused by 
the increase of cost of animal feed: the prices of soybeans and corn have 
doubled since the start of the crisis. (Tishreen 2013/06/13, SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 Many factories and industries have been damaged or closed down due to the 
insecurity and the GoS estimates total losses within this sector to be at SYP 
180 billion. Trade continues to be severely hampered, by the high number of 
blocked roads and checkpoints.  (SANA 2013/06/13, SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 The erosion of the Syrian state and the emergence of areas under control of 
opposition forces have brought a rapid spread of informal as well as illicit 
economic activity.  In Deir-ez-Zor, armed groups have taken control of oil 
production facilities and communities engage in illegal oil trade.  Fuel is often 
smuggled into Turkey, where prices are reportedly up to 50% higher than in 
Syria.  (Al Akhbar 2013/06/13, Tishreen 2013/06/13) 

 Due to the disruption of pre-crisis sources of income, new livelihoods have 
emerged, including specialising in old crafts and sale of old goods.  

Coping mechanisms 

 Trade in NGO food vouchers has been reported in Lattakia. (Al Watan 2013/06/11) 

 WFP reports that people are switching to less expensive, lower quality food; 
decreasing the number of meals per day; seeking alternative jobs or working 
longer hours; taking children out of school; and selling assets. (WFP 2013/05/28)  

 

 

http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/WFP_Syria_Monitoring_Report_%20Jan_March_2013.pdf
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2439
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Business/Middle-East/2013/Jun-21/221050-syrians-turn-to-dollar-as-local-currency-tumbles.ashx#axzz2WvOIILrQ
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2373
http://english.sina.com/world/2013/0622/601601.html
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-crisis-neighbouring-countries-top-three-priorities
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/syria-regional-response-plan-january-december-2013
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290306
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://sana.sy/eng/24/2013/05/29/484714.htm
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/Revised_Syria_Humanitarian_Assistance_Response_Plan_Jan-Dec_2013_en.pdf
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184947
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289935
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2293
http://syria.humanitarianresponse.info/system/files/documents/files/WFP_Syria_Monitoring_Report_%20Jan_March_2013.pdf
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Protection 

Human rights violations 

 Human rights violations, including murder, ill treatment of detainees, torture, 
rape and enforced disappearances continue to be committed by all parties to 
the conflict.  Summary executions and retaliatory killings are also widely 
reported: on 11 June, at least 60 residents of a village in Deir-ez-Zor were 
killed by armed opposition groups, after individuals from that village attacked 
an opposition post.  Between January and May, 17 cases that could be defined 
as massacres were documented by the Human Rights Council. (AFP 2013/06/12, 

Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

 Indiscriminate attacks and the use of heavy weaponry on densely populated 
areas are common, with some areas experiencing shelling on a daily basis. 
Besides the continuous use of aerial bombardments, strategic missiles, cluster 
and thermobaric bombs are frequently used, causing widespread damage and 
civilian casualties. (Human Rights Council 2013/06/04)  

 At the start of June, the US, France and Britain reported new evidence on the 
use of chemical weapons, including multiple blood, tissue and soil samples.  
The Commission of Inquiry (established by the UN Human Rights Council) on 
Syria stated that while it had evidence that chemical weapons had been used, 
it could not verify who was responsible, as a UN team established to 
investigate the use of chemical weapons in March has until now been denied 
access to Syria.  (Washington Post 2013/06/20, Al Jazeera 2013/06/22, UN 2013/06/14, 

Guardian 2013/06/05) 

 GoS forces and, to a lesser extent, opposition groups have systematically 
employed sieges across the country.  Sieges hamper the free passage of 
foodstuffs and other essential supplies and severely limit the mobility of 
civilians.  Areas currently under GoS siege include the Palestinian camp 
Yarmouk in Damascus, Douma in Rural Damascus and Al-Houlah villages in 
Homs.  Opposition forces imposed a tight siege on pro-Government villages in 
northern governorates, including the Shi’a localities of Nubul and Zahra in 
Aleppo.  In addition, blockades are being set up to restrict the supply of basic 
items to the civilian population.  When armed groups prevented food from 
being transported to a Kurdish district in Aleppo, the Kurdish Popular 
Protection Units (YPG) retaliated by cutting water to a district controlled by the 
Free Syrian Army (FSA). (Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

 The mobility of civilians is also restricted by checkpoints and closed border 
crossings.  Armed actors often control transportation routes and harass, 
detain, and rob IDPs on roads and at checkpoints along their route.  At 
checkpoints, people must show ID cards that indicate their place of origin; 
some men from areas allegedly harbouring opposition groups have reportedly 
been questioned and detained at GoS checkpoints.  Official border crossings 
to Iraq are closed, while entry to Turkey and Jordan is restricted. As a result, 

flight options are limited. (AFP 2013/06/15, AlertNet 2013/06/07, Human Rights Council 

2013/06/04) 
 The lack of law and order is leading to an increase in theft and revenge 

killings.  Kidnappings are on the rise, with foreigners, including journalists, aid 
workers, and peacekeepers, among those taken hostage. (Human Rights Council 

2013/06/04, AlertNet 2013/06/07, PI 2013/06/20, PI 2013/06/24) 

 The Human Rights Council reports that the on-going violence has accelerated 
radicalisation among opposition groups and radical groups have become more 
influential. Increasing pressure on women to wear headscarves has been 
reported in northern areas: in Ar-Raqqa, which is controlled by Islamist groups 
including Jabhat al Nusra, women are reportedly obliged to weir veils and men 
are obliged to pray.  In January, HRW reported that armed opposition groups 
appeared to have deliberately destroyed religious sites.  In June, a Shia shrine 
was destroyed in Deir-ez-Zor. (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/07, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/17, PI 

2013/06/24) 

 According to the UN, sexual violence is increasingly used as a ‘weapon of war’ 
and has been perpetrated by all sides.  Incidents of domestic violence; sexual 
assault; sexual violence as part of interrogations and sexual abuse of children 
are reported. (SHARP 2013/06/07, Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

Child protection 

 Detention, torture and ill treatment of children for alleged association with the 
opposition continues to be a worrying trend.  A number of accounts of sexual 
violence against boys to obtain information have been reported.  Children 
suffered similar or identical methods of torture as adults, including electric 
shock, beatings, stress positions and threats and acts of sexual torture.  Human 

Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

 Recruitment of children by armed opposition groups is a concern: children, on 
average between 15 and 17 years, have been used in both combat and 
support roles.  Child association with the FSA is often linked to an older 
relative facilitating recruitment or in instances in which the child has lost all 
members of his or her family.  However some opposition groups reject 
underage volunteers. (SHARP 2013/06/07, Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

 Some reports highlight adoption and international adoption as a child 

protection concern. (INGO 2013/06) 

 Child labour is reported in northern areas: in IDP camps, as well as in host 
communities.  In Ashara sub-district, Deir-ez-Zor most of the children who 
were not going to school were reported to work in filtering crude oil and 
operating generators.  Hazardous child labour was a high protection concern in 
some areas in Deir-ez-Zor. (INGO 2013/02, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/world/national-security/in-syrian-chemical-weapons-claim-criticism-about-lack-of-transparency/2013/06/20/fa799e6e-d925-11e2-a016-92547bf094cc_story.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/06/201362113326945851.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/ban-renews-appeal-access-syria-un-chemical-weapons-probe
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jun/04/syria-nerve-agent-sarin-uk-france
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-traumatised-syrians-struggle-survive
http://www.trust.org/item/20130607151026-8wzru
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.trust.org/item/20130607151026-8wzru
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184864
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/middleeast/2013/06/20136162023794170.html
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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Vulnerable groups 

 J-RANS II identified the following vulnerable groups: destitute families, 
households with a disabled person, female-headed households and older 
person-headed households.  Families of ethnic / religious minorities were 
identified by only 5 sub-districts as a vulnerable group. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Palestinian refugees: The situation of Palestinian refugees in Syria (PRS) 
deteriorated over the past months and refugee camps in Syria are directly 
affected by the conflict.  UNRWA estimates that 235,000 Palestine refugees to 
be displaced.  The presence of armed actors in the Palestinian refugee camps 
has been identified as a concern by UNRWA as well as general insecurity and 
fighting in and around the camps.  With external flight options restricted, (the 
Government of Jordan does not allow PRS to enter) Palestinian refugees 
remain a particularly vulnerable group. (UNRWA 2013/06/21, UNRWA 2013/05/19) 

 Iraqi and other refugees: UNHCR reports that, as of 13 March, there were 
over 67,000 registered refugees in Syria from Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, and 
Sudan.  Besides heightened vulnerability, key protection issues reported 
include risks from shelling, threats (especially for Iraqi refugees), incidents of 
abduction, and absence of legal documentation hence inability to find 
accommodation and to move freely, including problems at check points.  (OCHA 

2013/03/18)  There are estimated to be many more third country nationals in 
Syria, most of whom are not registered either by choice or because the 
registration procedure is lengthy – Iraqi refugees were waiting over a year for 
their appointment prior to 2011.  

 Migrants: IOM estimates that as many as 120,000 migrant workers remain in 
Syria, and at an estimated 15,000 are in need of evacuation assistance. Most 
migrants lived in rural areas and following the outbreak of violence, were 
displaced to urban centres.  (IOM 2013/06/07, IOM 2013/03/04,IOM 2013/02/01, CARITAS 

2013/01/11, SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 Elderly: Only 2.8% of the registered refugee population is older than 60, while 
an estimated 6% of the Syrian population is above 60. This illustrates the 
particular vulnerability of older people, with many elderly people not able to 
flee.  Hence, elderly are often forced to stay behind while other family 
members move away, leaving them without support. (UNHCR 2013/06/24, INGO 

2013/02/05, NRC 2013/03/15) 

 Disabled: Disabled people, particularly those in wheelchairs, have limited 
options to flee conflict and are therefore specifically vulnerable. (INGO 2013/02/05) 

There is no information on the number of disabled people in need or their 
priorities.   

 

 

WASH 

Number of people in need: > 8 million (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

Weather forecast (in °C) - WMO 

 

Quantity 

 The population in different parts of the country is facing shortages of safe 
drinking water, a problem that is compounded during the hot summer months. 
For instance, local sources report insufficient water in Al-Hasakeh city.  The 
main problems related to water availability continues to be lack of fuel and 
electricity to run the water pumps. (Al Watan 2013/06/18, Tishreen 2013/06/11) 

 IDPs are most severely affected by water shortages as they often settle in 
locations or buildings without access to adequate services. In Tartous, WASH 
services for IDPs was identified as the most urgent need. (Al Watan 2013/06/18, 

Tishreen 2013/06/11, IFRC 2013/06/19) 

 Clashes have damaged critical water infrastructure such as water supply, 
wastewater treatment plants and distribution networks.  During the fighting in 
Qusair in Homs, the main water pumping station was damaged disrupting the 
flow of water to 1.3 million people in Homs and Hama. (Al Jazeera 2013/06/13, 

UNICEF 2013/05/30, SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 The lack of financial resources to buy water was mentioned as a problem 
during the J-RANS II. In the absence of a central water supply, people are 
forced to buy water from private trucks, often at high prices. Those who cannot 
afford the high costs related to water tankers increasingly rely on unsafe water 
sources, for instance water from the Euphrates River.  The reported increase 
in Typhoid and Hepatitis A cases is linked to the lack of clean water and 
sanitation. (WHO 2013/02/05, UNICEF 2013/02/08, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Quality 

 Damaged wastewater networks are resulting in the contamination of surface 
and ground water sources. In areas with high water pollution, such as in Deir-
ez-Zor, the inability of local water boards to treat water due to the lack of 
materials such as chlorine and aluminium phosphate is a particular concern. (J-

RANS II 2013/05/22, SHARP 2013/06/07) 

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-condemns-killing-six-palestine-refugees-khan-eshieh-camp-outside
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2047%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-21-5-%E2%80%93-18-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-21-5-%E2%80%93-18-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/iom-regional-response-syria-crisis-14-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/iom-regional-response-syria-crisis-14-march-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/more-filipina-migrants-return-home-syria-concern-grows-those-staying
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/caritas-lebanon-helping-evacuate-migrant-workers-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/caritas-lebanon-helping-evacuate-migrant-workers-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-refugee-crisis-protection-threats-lebanon-jordan-and-iraq
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2539
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289666
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2539
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289666
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/responding-dire-humanitarian-situation-following-events-al-qusayr
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/7355011e-17a0-4858-8ac0-3920dda486fd
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/un-warns-deepening-humanitarian-crisis-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/running-dry-water-and-sanitation-crisis-threatens-syrian-children-enar
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
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 Access to wastewater treatment chemicals has become increasingly difficult. 
Most water utilities are short of chlorine, and chlorination is not systematically 
carried out by public and private water truckers. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 

Sanitation 

 IDPs residing in public buildings and camps suffer from a shortage of latrines.  
In Al Naser camp, which hosts 11,000 IDPs, there are only 4 functional latrines 
(300 people per latrine); SPHERE recommends 1 latrine for every 50 people. 
(ACU 2013/05, J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10) 

Hygiene 

 The general build-up of waste is of growing concern. Solid waste collection 
and disposal has been severely disrupted, including in parts of Aleppo, Homs, 
Deir-Ez-Zor, Idleb and Rural Damascus. (OCHA 2013/05/22, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Rubbish is accumulating near IDP camps.  Solid waste management teams 
are often poorly equipped to dispose of rubbish. (ACU 2013/04) 

 Limited access to hygiene products in many areas inhibits good practice. 
(OCHA 2013/05/22) 

Shelter 

Number of affected: Unknown 

 Most IDPs reside with host families.  Others have rented houses although, with 
depleting resources and increasing rents, it is increasingly difficult to pay rent.  
In Lattakia city, rents are up to 3 times the price pre-crisis, due to the influx of 
IDPs. (Al-Watan Newspaper 2013/06/11) 

 According to the Ministry of Local Administration (MoLA), as of 28 May over 
170,000 IDPs (4% of the total) are accommodated in over 850 supported 
Collective Shelters in Syria.  Many of these shelters are overcrowded and 
unsanitary. (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 An increasing number of IDPs are settling in IDP camps across the border.  By 
May, 12 camps had been identified.  These camps are rapidly expanding: in 
Athmeh camp in Idleb, the number of shelters has increased by over 50% in 3 
months – from around 2,500 shelters to 3,800.  New camps are being built on 
private land, with landowners charging fees for renting tents and land. (PI 

2013/06/24, UNOSAT 2013/05/10, ACU 2013/05, J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/05/06, 
Tishreen 2013/06/13) 

 Around 680 schools are used as shelters for IDPs and this number is expected 
to increase with the start of the school holidays in June. (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/03) It is 
unclear if these schools are part of the Government supported collective 
shelters.  

 In areas receiving a high number of IDPs, such as Tartous, a shortage of 
shelter was noted.   (UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

 The most vulnerable groups are IDPs residing in unofficial shelters or in the 
open, followed by IDPs in official, assisted shelters, IDPs with host families, 
and displaced families able to rent alternative accommodation. (SHARP 

2013/06/07) 

 Returnees face large-scale destruction of property and a lack of access to 
basic services in their places of origin.  Around 200,000 refugees have 
officially returned to Syria from host countries since the start of the crisis, and 
the actual number is likely to be much higher as not all returns are registered. 
Some of these only returned for a short period of time, to check on property or 
to harvest crops.  However, some have reportedly returned to settle in their 
areas of origin. (SHARP 2013/06/07, UNHCR n.d.) 

 Over 8,000 Palestinian refugees are currently sheltered in UNRWA facilities. 
(UNRWA 2013/06/09) 

 Fighting, including the use of heavy weapons, has caused widespread damage 
to infrastructure and houses.  Around 30% of private buildings and public 
infrastructure in assessed areas during J-RANS II were damaged or 
destroyed.  These findings are confirmed by an ESCWA (UN Economic and 
Social Commission for Western Asia) report in April, which outlined that an 
estimated 1.2 million houses have been damaged or destroyed, approximately 
30% of the number of houses recorded during the 2004 census. (OCHA 

2013/04/08, Daily Star 2013/04/05, Guardian 2013/04/26) 

 Access to domestic fuel remains very limited throughout the country, due 
either to exorbitant prices or a lack of transport.  With parts of the oil-rich east 
no longer under Government control, oil production has decreased sharply 
(from 400,000 to 200,000 barrels a day). The lack of cooking fuel is an issue 
hampering access to food. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, Daily Star 2013/04/08, Tishreen 
2013/06/13) 

Education 

Number of affected: around 2,500,000 children (SHARP 2013/06/07) 

 School holidays have started for those that do not have to take exams and will 
continue until the end of September.  (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/03) 

 680 schools are used as shelters for IDPs, and 2,963 schools are either 
partially damaged or completely destroyed.  A sharp decrease in attendance 
rates has been witnessed and over 1 million children are unable to access 
basic education. In some areas, children have not attended school in over 18 
months. (SHARP 2013/06/07, UNGA 2013/06/08) 

 The UNRWA education system suffers from interruptions as well.  On 14 May, 
only 36% of UNRWA students were able to attend school: of 118 schools 
across Syria, only 47 were operational.  Some 21 schools house displaced 
refugees and the remaining 50 are completely closed. (OCHA 2013/05/22) 

 The main reasons why children do not attend school are: 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2294
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/atmeh-idp-camp-harem-district-idlib-governate-syria
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290194
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184302
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
https://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2050%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%2022.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%2022.pdf
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-05/212661-syria-dying-with-no-winners-no-help-in-sight.ashx#axzz2PUJ3DFzP
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/apr/26/damascus-economic-dead-zone
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-08/212904-oil-sector-buckles-under-rebel-gains.ashx
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290194
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290194
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184302
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-bulletin-issue-25-7-%E2%80%93-20-may-2013
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o Insecurity, including parents‘ fears that schools will be targeted  

o lack of safe and protective learning environments, teachers, education 
materials,   

o lack of water and sanitation facilities in schools 

o children supporting their families in generating income;  

o early marriage (SHARP  2013/06/07) 

 HRW reports that schools and students are being targeted, with Government 
forces launching attacks on functioning schools. A total of 167 education 
personnel, including 69 teachers, were reported to have been killed as at the 
end of February 2013.  Both GoS and opposition groups have deployed forces 
in or close to functioning schools.  In addition, authorities have sent security 
officers and used school officials to interrogate students about their political 
views and alleged opposition activities by students and their parents. (HRW 

2013/06/03, SHARP  2013/06/07, UNGA 2013/06/08) 

 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/06/05/syria-attacks-schools-endanger-students
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/06/05/syria-attacks-schools-endanger-students
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Revised%20SHARP%2006June2013.pdf
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MAP - Estimated deaths by governorate – March 2011 to May 2013 

 

Use of Syrian Martyr’s database as a 
source: There are a variety of sources for data 
on the number of deaths resulting from the 
conflict in Syria.  A report by OHCHR

 
details 

seven key databases documenting killings 
from the conflict.  The Syrian Shuhada (SS) 
database (Syrian Martyr’s database) has been 
used for the purposes of mapping data on the 
number of deaths by settlement and / or 
governorate for the following reasons: 

 Willingness of SS to share raw data files for 
city / province and death count (useful for 
verification and mapping against P-codes as 
issued by OCHA) 

 Ability to report killings by governorate, city, 
date 

 Extent of documented killings  

 Evidence such as pictures / videos to verify 
the killing 

 Trend is in line with results of other 
databases 

OHCHR was able to verify 71% of the SS 
database.  The remaining 29% of reported 
deaths were unable to be verified due to 
insufficient data, although this is to be 
expected from documenting during a conflict. 
(Benetech 2013/01/02, SS n.d.) 

http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Countries/SY/PreliminaryStatAnalysisKillingsInSyria.pdf
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Fighting intensity  

Governorate profiles 
 

The following pages provide a profile of each of the 14 governorates (in alphabetical order). 
Within these governorates, the following topics are covered: the conflict dynamics, 
displacement occurring in the governorate and specific needs reported. In addition, an info-
graphic describes the level of information available per sector for the specific governorate. 
The legend of the maps and symbols are explained on the final page.  
 

Trend  

 
 
 

 

 

 Aleppo (also known as Halab) 

 

Conflict developments 

 More Government forces redeployed to the governorate after the city of Qusair in Homs 
was taken at the start of June, indicating the start of the “Northern” storm operation. 
The overall goal of this operation is to regain control over Aleppo governorate and city, 
the commercial capital of the country. Daily Star 2013/06/08, Daily Star 2013/06/09, Al-akhbar 
2013/06/05, Institute for the Study of War 2013/06)  

 The immediate Government objective is reportedly to open the international highway 
between Aleppo and Azaz, up to the towns of Nobul and Zahraa, the two Shiite towns 
which have been under siege by the FSA for over a year. If the towns Nobul and 
Zahraa, were to come under complete Government control, they could serve as 
important staging grounds for attacks against Aleppo city and cut off supply routes from 

Turkey to the armed groups. 
 Government forces reinforced their troops around opposition controlled Mennegh 

airbase in the north of the governorate and are reportedly making gains in the 
surrounding areas. A Government victory at the airbase would secure a supply route to 
forces operating north of Aleppo city and isolate opposition strongholds in Idleb and Ar-
Raqqa. Government forces will be able to push south to consolidate their control of the 
highway leading into Aleppo city, thereby cutting off an important supply line for the 
opposition. This will set the stage for a potential siege of opposition controlled areas of 
Aleppo city as Government troops are able to advance on the city from both the south 
and the north. (Institute for the Study of War 2013/06, Assafir 2013/06/18, AFP 2013/06/04, Daily 
Star 2013/06/05, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/06, Al-akhbar 2013/06/08)  

 There have been tensions between opposition groups and local Kurdish groups which 
maintain control of Sheikh Maqsoud, a neighborhood in northern Aleppo. Additionally, 
there has been a notable increase in violence between the YPG and opposition forces 
northwest of Aleppo, in the predominantly Kurdish area of Afreen, where clashes have 
reignited on June 6. Accusing fighters from the YPG of supplying Zahra and Nubbul, 
opposition forces have cut main roads from Afrin to the provinces of Idleb and Aleppo 

Information available on humanitarian needs (compared to May RAS) 

Significant increase  

Limited increase  

No/very limited updated information 

Al-Hasakeh, Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa,  As-
Sweida,   Damascus city,  Damascus 
(rural), Dar’a, Deir-ez-Zor, Hama, 
Homs,  Idleb, Lattakia, Quneitra, 
Tartous 

Population figures Aleppo 

2011 projection          5,927,000 
2004 census 4,045,166 
  
Palestinian refugees >26,500 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected  

In need (OCHA)  
IDPs (OCHA) 
IDPs (J-RANS II)   

2,400,000 

600,000 

1,300,000 

High intensity conflict 

Low intensity conflict 

No/very limited fighting 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-08/219784-syria-regime-says-it-takes-last-rebel-bastion-near-qusair.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-09/219824-syria-army-preparing-for-aleppo-battle-security-source.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184464
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184464
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/battle-aleppo
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/battle-aleppo
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2488&articleId=1491&ChannelId=59961&Author=%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syrias-qusayr-pounded-battle-enters-third-week
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/2013/Jun-04/219388-4000-hezbollah-fighters-reach-rebel-held-aleppo-fsa.ashx#axzz2VKXuCY3m
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/2013/Jun-04/219388-4000-hezbollah-fighters-reach-rebel-held-aleppo-fsa.ashx#axzz2VKXuCY3m
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/f3934cb8-493d-48b4-b134-e90ea9ee4849
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184607
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this month. On the 18 of June, the FSA and the Kurdish Protection Units signed an 
agreement under which the siege on Afreen was to be lifted on 19 June and both sides 
were to have freed their prisoners. An opposition source in northern Syria reported that 
the ceasefire deal had little effect because the FSA commander had only limited 
influence on the Islamist groups which hold control on the ground. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/10, 

Al-akhbar 2013/06/17, Institute for the Study of War 2013/06, World Vision 2013/06/13) 
 While car bombs have until now primarily focused on Damascus city, a car bomb 

exploded in Duweiranah village, eastern Aleppo on 17 June.  
 Fighter jets launched attacks on the Kweiras air base near the Turkish border, where 

clashes between Government and opposition forces are on-going. Opposition forces 
are trying to take control over the Kweiras air base as well as two air bases nearby. 
(Daily Star 2013/06/18) 
 

 In addition, fierce conflict occurred in the northern areas of Aleppo governorate 
including the surroundings of Haritan, Kfar Hamra and Anadan. Clashes were reported 
around Tall 'Arn towns and other areas in the north, Khan Al Asal in the southwest the 
industrial city Al-Bab and Dair Hafer villages in the east. In addition, shelling intensified 
in several neighbourhoods of the city of Aleppo by mid-June, including Sheikh 
Maqsoud, Masakin Hanano, Ba'ideen and Ashrafieh in the north and northwest, Bustan 
Al-Qaser, Saif Al-Dawla and Sala'ddine in the southwest and Sirian, Maidan and old 
Aleppo in the centre. Fierce fighting has raged in the Government-held New Aleppo 
district in the west which is key as the SAF shells opposition districts from there. (Daily 
Star 2013/06/05, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/06, Al-akhbar 2013/06/08,SANA 2013/06/10, Al-Jazeera 
2013/06/10, Daily Star 2013/06/11, , Al-akhbar 2013/06/11, Al-akhbar 2013/06/12, Al-Jazeera 
2013/06/13, Al-akhbar 2013/06/14, Al-akhbar 2013/06/21, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/21, AFP 
2013/06/22) 

 Clashes continue around Mennegh airbase, Nairib military airport and Aleppo 
International airport. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/14, Al-akhbar 2013/06/21, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/21, AFP 
2013/06/21) 

 The battle over Aleppo Central Prison continues, with opposition groups trying to set 
free 4,000 detainees held in the prison. In April, armed groups managed to seize part of 
the Central Prison but the army still controls the buildings where the prisoners are kept. 
(AFP 2013/06/21) 

 Fighting in Aleppo governorate started in February 2012 and in the following months, 
anti-Government groups won control of a number of towns and military airbases. 
Amidst heavy fighting, opposition forces slowly expanded areas under their control: by 
the end of July 2012, the FSA had gained control of Al-Bab, leaving anti-Government 
groups in control of the northern area between Aleppo and the Turkish border and the 
two official border crossings into Turkey. The situation in the city of Aleppo remained 
calm until opposition forces launched an offensive in July 2012.  

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Ein el Tal camp is empty of refugees, and is 

presumably still occupied by opposition groups. There are reports of sporadic clashes 
around Neirab Camp, particularly next to the adjacent airport, but the camp remains 
relatively calm and accessible, with all facilities operational. (UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

Operational constraints 

 The only remaining crossing between Government and opposition controlled areas in 
Aleppo city continues to be closed to vehicles. (NGO 2013/06) 

 In the city and governorate of Aleppo, there are 350 registered and documented 
militias, while it is estimated that there are more than 600 official and unofficial armed 

groups operational in the area.  A large number of checkpoints have been established, 
hampering movement of humanitarian staff and goods.  At some checkpoints, goods 
need to be handed over in order for staff to be able to pass. (NGO 2013/05) 

 Restriction of movement for relief organisations and interference into humanitarian 
activities by powerful groups or persons were the main access issues identified during 
the J-RANS II.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 Due to the on-going conflicts between the SAF and the armed groups in northern rural 
Aleppo, families from Anadan, Kfar Hamra and Haritan are increasingly fleeing to 
Turkey. (al-akhbar 2013/06/11, assafir 2013/06/18 ) 
 

 Jarablus district in Northern Aleppo at the borders with Turkey has recently seen an 
increase in IDPs fleeing from Qusair. (World Vision 2013/06/13) 

 The latest figures on the number of IDPs in Aleppo are from April: over 1 million IDPs in 
the governorate were identified during the J-RANS II and Aleppo city assessment. In 
April, OCHA indicated that 1,250,0000 IDPs are residing in the governorate. As heavy 
fighting occurred in the governorate since April, these figures are likely to be out of 
date.(J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Two IDP camps have been identified in Aleppo governorate – Jarablous (estimated 700 
IDPs) and Bab Al Salameh (estimated 12,800 IDPs). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, ACU 2013/05) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:                 2,400,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:              3,000,000 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Priorities for intervention 

Priority 
J-RANS II                                  
(March/April 2013, 33 sub-districts) 

J-RANSI*                               
(February 2013, 23 sub -districts) 
 

Very high   

High Health, food security, nutrition Food security 

Intermediate   Health, WASH 

Low  WASH, shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Protection and education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184657
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185176
http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/battle-aleppo
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-18/220798-syria-regime-in-push-to-crush-rebels-near-damascus-activists.ashx#axzz2WSTlaNAQ
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/2013/Jun-04/219388-4000-hezbollah-fighters-reach-rebel-held-aleppo-fsa.ashx#axzz2VKXuCY3m
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Politics/2013/Jun-04/219388-4000-hezbollah-fighters-reach-rebel-held-aleppo-fsa.ashx#axzz2VKXuCY3m
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/f3934cb8-493d-48b4-b134-e90ea9ee4849
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184607
http://sana.sy/eng/337/2013/06/10/486700.htm
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/f47c1b09-6ab0-48c3-be0a-23766ba589b5
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/f47c1b09-6ab0-48c3-be0a-23766ba589b5
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Business/Analysis/2013/Jun-11/220021-syria-army-pounds-aleppo-airbase-activists.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184776
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184860
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/5535a28f-7006-4721-bf8c-5b69c3d47d4c
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/5535a28f-7006-4721-bf8c-5b69c3d47d4c
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185034
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185471
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/9e7f4e03-b40c-469c-baff-c0bc0983e833
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/damascus-clashes-rage-aleppo-rebels-new-attack
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/damascus-clashes-rage-aleppo-rebels-new-attack
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185034
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185471
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/9e7f4e03-b40c-469c-baff-c0bc0983e833
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-troops-shell-damascus-district-watchdog
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-troops-shell-damascus-district-watchdog
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-troops-shell-damascus-district-watchdog
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184776
http://www.assafir.com/Article.aspx?EditionId=2488&articleId=1491&ChannelId=59961&Author=%D8%B9%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%A1%20%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%8A
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report


Page 20 of 40 

Priorities for intervention Bal al Salameh IDP camp – ACU 2013/05 

1. Health  
2. Sanitation  
3. Food 

Priorities for intervention Jarablous IDP camp – ACU 2013/05  

1. Health  

2. NFI  
3. Nutrition 

Sector information 

Health 

 More than 60% of the hospitals are out of service. 7 out of 11 public hospitals are no 
longer functional in Aleppo, 52 health centres out of 228 are partially or entirely 
damaged. Although clandestine health centres have been set up, the lack of supplies, 
staff and electricity severely hampers services. Many are at the frontline and used by 
armed personnel. (IRIN 2013/05/24 ,J-RANS II 2013/05/22, MoH 2012/12/31) 

 The health and humanitarian situation in Aleppo's central prison with around 4,000 
detainees has deteriorated due to severe shortages in medicines and food. The death 
of about 100 prisoners since last April was reported as a result of "shelling and lack of 
medicine, food and penalty (red. punishments)” . The Government denies that there is a 
lack of medicine and food inside the prison. (Al-Jazeera 2013/06/21, SANA 2013/06/18, AFP 
2013/06/21) 

 Health problems reported in Aleppo include cases of psychosocial trauma (anxiety, 
depression, and phobia), diarrhoea, respiratory diseases, injuries and chronic and 
communicable diseases.  Similar to the other governorates, the lack of vaccines for 
children was the most frequently mentioned health concern during the J-RANS II. A 
measles outbreak was reported in the northern governorates. In addition, 
Leishmaniasis is a concern in Aleppo: over 1,112 cases were reported through the 
Early Warning and Reporting Systems (EWARS) between 7 and 13 April. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22, EWARS 2013/04/14 , NGO 2013/206/20) 

 Increase in diarrhoea, skin diseases, Leishmaniasis due to the density of IDP 
population in public buildings like schools and due to the lack of water, some reported 
that IDPs were only able to shower once a week due to scarcity of water supplies 
(some reported that it was as low as 1-2 liter per person per day). (NGO 2013/06/21) 

 In 1 of 2 assessed IDP camps in Aleppo, a medical facility is available on-site.  The 
other camp is 35 km from the nearest health facility.  Health concerns reported from the 
camps include Leishmaniasis, skin diseases and diarrhoea.  A high number of measles 
cases were reported in Jarablous camp. (ACU 2013/05/12) 

Livelihood and food security 

 Inflation of up to 500% was reported in Aleppo city. Prices for staple goods differ 

significantly per neighbourhood. (NGO 2013/06) 

 

 Armed groups posed a siege on Afreen district, and prevented food from Turkey being 

transported to the area. As a result, prices of basic goods in Afrin to increased 
significantly. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/21) 

 As normal livelihoods are severely disrupted, many citizens have turned to traditional 
vocations, such as: repairing kerosene ovens (Babour) which have been high in 
demand as they are less costly than gas ovens. (Tishreen 2013/06/13) 

 Afreen town and surrounding villages in the northwest reported a lack of food and 
spikes in prices of basic goods. (Daily Star 2013/06/18) 

 Industry has largely collapsed in the city of Aleppo, though trade on a small scale 
continues. Trade is hampered by the high number of checkpoints. In some areas, it is 
necessary to receive permission from local authorities to move goods.  (INGO 2013/05, 
Tishreen 2013/06/03) 

 A lack of financial resources for food was identified as the main problem in Aleppo 
during the J-RANS II.  The average price of bread in assessed sub-districts in March 
was 68 SYP for unsubsidised bread and 39 SYP for subsidised bread, up from 15 SYP 
(subsidised) and 45 SYP (unsubsidised) before the conflict.  In addition, the price of 
groceries has increased in Aleppo city, from 2,000 SYP for a set of basic goods up from 
500 SYP before the crisis. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, NGO 2013/05) 

 Despite the lack of financial resources being reported as the main problem, the main 
priorities for intervention as expressed by key informants are food baskets followed by 
flour and fuel for cooking. This could be explained by the fact that there is no regular 
supply of bread from bakeries, as expressed by key informants in 26 sub-districts. (J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In IDP camps, the amount of food distributed is reportedly insufficient. In 1 camp 
assessed, only 2 meals a day are provided, which consist of bread, potatoes or rice. 2 
IDP camps reported that food baskets are received on an irregular basis.  (ACU 2013/05) 

WASH 

 In April, WHO reported damage to the water supply system to be particularly severe in 
Aleppo.  90% of sub-districts assessed during the J-RANS II reported many people to 
be suffering due to a lack of water.  The lack of centralised treatment and lack of ability 
to treat water at home were identified by key informants as the main water quality 
problems.  In terms of water quantity, the main problem identified was the lack of fuel 
and electricity to operate the system. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10) 

 In Aleppo city, access to water and sanitation are issues of major concern. Aleppo’s 
population in opposition-controlled areas relies entirely on the water network for 
drinking water.  When the water network is not functional, the population either fetches 
water from unprotected water sources such as broken pipes or buys bottled water.  For 
those who can afford it, some private water trucking services are functional. However, 
water-trucking availability is unpredictable with long waiting times. Those in 
Government held areas face interruptions of water supply as well, but the supply has 
reportedly stabilised in the recent weeks.  (NGO 2013/06, NGO 2013/05) 

 The lack of rubbish collection and shortage of rubbish bins is an increasing concern in 
Aleppo and identified as a problem in 50% of the assessed areas. (OCHA 2013/04/26, J-
RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Information Gaps 

 
  

    

http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/how-get-medical-aid-kits-aleppo-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/9e7f4e03-b40c-469c-baff-c0bc0983e833
http://sana.sy/index_eng.html
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-troops-shell-damascus-district-watchdog
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185471
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289935
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-18/220719-regime-looks-to-retake-control-of-rebel-held-aleppo.ashx#axzz2WSTlaNAQ
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/288989
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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 In IDP camps there is a severe shortage of latrines with 114 functional latrines used by 
over 12,800 people in Bab Al Salameh (112 people per latrine). In Jarablous, the 
situation is slightly better, with 35 people per functioning latrine. (ACU 2013/05) 

 There are 2 wells serving Bab Al Salameh, 1 is offsite.  Jarablous camp is connected to 
the water infrastructure of Jarablous town.  However, water supply is often cut. (ACU 
2013/05) 

Shelter 

 20% of private buildings and 22% of public buildings in assessed sub-districts were 
damaged or destroyed.  In Aleppo city, the level of destruction was much higher 
compared to the rest of the governorate, with over 56% of private buildings and 69% of 
public infrastructure in assessed areas damaged or destroyed by March. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22).  

 Most of the IDPs identified during the J-RANS II (274,000 IDPs) were hosted by local 
families.  Host family houses are often overcrowded and the lack of financial resources 
available to rent or own shelter is the main shelter problem identified during the J-RANS 
II.  Aleppo hosts the largest number of IDPs in vacated buildings  (127,000) compared 
to other governorates assessed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The lack of fuel and gas and a lack of children’s supplies were mentioned as NFI 
problems during the J-RANS II.  A lack of mattresses and blankets has been reported in 
the IDP camps.  (ACU 2013/05, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 In about 20% of assessed sub-districts, electricity was not available at all. In Aleppo 
city, electricity was unavailable in at least 38 neighbourhoods (out of 125) in March. In 6 
opposition-controlled neighbourhoods assessed during a recent damage assessment, 
electricity supply was erratic, due to destruction of power plants and a lack of 
maintenance. (J-RANS 2013/03/27, J-RANS II 2013/05/22, NGO 2013/05) 

 Protection 

 In J-RANS II, frustration, including anxiety, was the main protection problem as 
perceived by key informants.  The March report in Aleppo city identified violence 
against civilians and psychological trauma as priority protection problems. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

 Indiscriminate attacks, particularly on opposition-controlled areas, have resulted in large 
numbers of civilian casualties.  Heavy weaponry, including scud missiles and cluster 
munitions, is being used on densely populated areas in the governorate.  In Aleppo, 
civilians are often shot at when walking through the only remaining crossing between 
Government and opposition-controlled areas. (NGO 2013/05, HRW 2013/03/16, NYT 
2013/02/27) 

 Child recruitment was reported in Aleppo’s Menbij and Afrin districts.  In Aleppo’s Afrin 
district and specifically in Raju, children not attending school have been recruited by 
armed groups.  Children have also been seen manning armed checkpoints across Afrin 
district. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Looting of goods by armed factions, including taking food from households and raiding 
factories, is reportedly widespread. (NGO 2013/05) 

Education 

 There are some children who have been out of school for more than a year, for 
instance in the area of Jarablous. (PI 2013/06/24) 

 The education sector is severely affected with 38% of schools damaged or used as 
shelters in the governorate according to UNICEF. In the sub-districts assessed during 
J-RANS II, 57% of schools were no longer used for education. In 14 assessed sub-
districts, education activities were regularly taking place in other buildings such as 
mosques and houses. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22. UNICEF 2013/03/15) 

 The education system has reportedly nearly collapsed in 6 assessed neighbourhoods in 
Aleppo city.  28 informal schools, run by volunteer teachers, not necessarily with 
teaching backgrounds, were identified. (NGO 2013/04) 
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http://reliefweb.int/map/syrian-arab-republic/syria-schools-damaged-or-used-shelters-5-mar-2013
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Al-Hasakeh 

 

Conflict developments 

 The situation in the governorate was more severe in June than in previous months with 
shelling and aerial bombardment by the SAF on Al-Hasakeh city, the town of Shaddadi 
in the south of the city, Tal Brak, southern Qamishli and Ya'roubieh, eastern Qamishli 
on the Iraqi borders. The SAF has been allegedly progressing in the eastern and 
southwestern Qamishli from Tal Hamees until Tal Ahmad and Tal Brak. An explosion 
was reported inside Qamishli city on 18 June. Shelling was also reported on 
Sharmoukh village and Alhasyawieh near Tal Hamees. In the city of Al-Hasakeh, 
severe clashes erupted in western Al Nashwe and Kallaseh districts. (Al-akhbar 
2013/06/12, Al-akhbar 2013/06/18, Al-akhbar 2013/06/21) 

 A large part of Al-Hasakeh is under Kurdish control. However, as the governorate is 
Syria’s main oil-producing and grain-growing region, anti-Government armed groups, 
supposedly led by the al-Nusra Front, have staged attacks on key infrastructure.  Al-
Jazeera 2013/02/14, UN 2013/02/05, AlertNet 2013/02/20) 

Operational constraints 

 In April, interference into humanitarian activities by powerful groups or persons, 
followed by violence against relief agencies’ personnel, facilities and assets were the 
main issues identified as hampering access. The governorate was identified as being 
the most severely restricted in terms of humanitarian access.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 Shelling of the town of Tal Hamees has been on-going since the area was taken over 
by opposition groups. As a result, the majority of the residents of the town have been 
displaced to other areas. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/12, Al-akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 In April, around 222,000 IDPs were identified in 13 out of 16 sub-districts, most of them 
in Al-Hasakeh sub-district.  OCHA indicated that over 207,000 IDPs were residing in the 
governorate by 16 April.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 
 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA (April):                 300,000  
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II (April):           1,200,000  
In 13 out of 16 sub-districts assessed. 

Sector information 

Health 

 Primary health care is still available in areas 
such as Amouda, Manajeer, Tal Brak, Tal 
Hamees but difficult accessibility is reported because of lack of transportation.  (PI 
2013/06/24) 

 Major health concerns are Leishmaniasis, chronic diseases, and respiratory diseases. 
Another major health concern in Al-Hasakeh governorate was identified as incidents of 
communicable diseases such as measles. Lice spreading has started (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22, PI 2013/06/24) 

 Medications and other medical items and emergency consumables are needed. 
Dialysis cases cannot be treated because of lack of medications and equipment. The 
same applies to Leishmaniasis. Vaccines are severely needed.  (NGO 2013/06/24) 

 3 hospitals out of 5 are completely (1) or partially (2) damaged. 7 of the 91 health 
centres are partially damaged in Al-Hasakeh. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Livelihoods and Food Security 

 The main problems identified in Al-Hasakeh were the lack of financial resources to 
access food and the price increase of basic food items.  The average price of bread in 
the assessed sub-districts was 91 SYP for unsubsidised bread and 58 SYP for 
subsidised bread in April 2013, compared to 15 SYP and 45 SYP before the crisis.  
One reason for these high prices is the monopoly of bread traders in the black market. 
(J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Local media reports that the food crisis in Al-Hasakeh is caused by the obstruction of 
flour supply routes from other areas of the country.  Although Al-Hasakeh produces a 

Population figures Al-Hasakeh 

2011 Gov. records 1,008,000 
2004 census  793,514 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 
IDPs(OCHA)               
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

300,000 
200,000 
222,000 

 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 

Priority 

J-RANS II (March/April 2013, 13 

sub-districts) 
J-RANS I* (February 2013, 6 

sub-districts) 
 

Very high  Nutrition Food security, health 

High Health, food security  

Intermediate  WASH WASH 

Low  Shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Protection and education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Information Gaps 

 
  

    

http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184860
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184860
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185349
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http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/02/20132141542372967.html
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http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185349
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http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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large quantity of wheat, the harvest normally only meets two thirds of the needs.  (Local 

Media 2013/05/06) The June wheat harvest is expected to have improved the food 
security situation, although yields are reportedly below average due to insecurity and a 
lack of inputs.  

 A lack of money, high costs of infant formula and lack of infant formula in the markets 
were identified as the main problems related to infant feeding.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 Centralised treatment of water has been severely affected and repair of the water 
system is a very high priority. Drinking water has started to become scarce in Al-
Hasakeh city. The city currently relies on the 2 eastern and western al-Hasakeh dams. 
The Government intends to draw water from Ras Al-ain to the city via 10 new pumping 
wells. (Tishreen 2013/06/11) 

 A lack of fuel to operate the water networks is an additional factor affecting water 
availability. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The lack of regular rubbish collection is a major concern in the governorate, and 
garbage collection was identified as a very high priority for intervention in the sub-
districts assessed during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Shelter and NFI 

 Most of the over 221,000 IDPs identified during the J-RANS II are living in collective 
centres (at least 128,600) followed by vacated buildings (62,100) and host families 
(31,200). The congestion of host family houses was mentioned as a problem in multiple 
areas. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A lack of children’s supplies was identified and people often do not have enough 
financial resources to acquire NFIs. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 There is a lack of fuel for household use in the governorate, hampering cooking and 
boiling of water. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection  

 Recruitment of children in armed groups is a concern in the governorate, both in areas 
where high levels of conflict have been observed and in areas where no active fighting 
occurred. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Education 

 The education sector has been significantly impacted in Al-Hasakeh: 11% of schools in 
the governorate were damaged or used as shelters as of 5 March 2013 according to 
UNICEF. In areas assessed during the J-RANS II, up to 30% of schools were no longer 
functional. Alternative education structures were available in only one area assessed.  
For those schools that were still operating, the lack of teachers and lack of access to 
WASH facilities were the main obstacles to following classes reported. (UNICEF 
2013/03/15, UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Ar-Raqqa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 The situation in Ar-Raqqa was relatively calm in June. The city of Ar-Raqqa remains the 
only governorate capital in Syria under control of opposition forces. On 10 June, armed 
groups attacked 2 major military compounds, still under Government control, on the 
outskirts of the city of Ar-Raqqa and the army retaliated by aerial bombardment of the 
city. Shelling was also reported by armed groups on Tabaka airbase in rural Ar-Raqqa. 
(Daily Star 2013/06/11 ,Al-Jazeera 2013/06/12) 

Operational constraints 

 In June, freedom of movement has neither worsened nor improved since last month. 
Border crossing continues to be closed for staff of aid agencies, although  some 
commercial trucks have been allegedly passing. The Turkish Red Crescent can still 
transfer supplies across the border. (PI 2013/06/24) 

 In April, Ar-Raqqa was found to be the governorate with the least constraints in terms of 
humanitarian access among those assessed during the J-RANS II.  In sub-districts 
reporting constraints to humanitarian operations, the main problems were active 
hostilities and restriction of movement for relief agencies. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 In 8 out of 10 sub-districts, around 374,000 IDPs were identified, of which the large 
majority are residing in Ar-Raqqa sub-district. Large scale displacement took place in 
this sub-district after the city was taken over by opposition groups at the start of March. 
(MSF 2013/05/06, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A high concentration of IDPs reside in the governorate with IDPs reportedly accounting 
for more than 40% of the population in April. In other governorates, apart from Idleb, 
IDPs accounted for less than 25% of the population. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 According to OCHA 230,000, people were displaced in the governorate by 16 April. 
(OCHA 2013/04/26) 

Population figures Ar-Raqqa 

2011 Gov. records 1,008,000 
2004 census  793,514 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
 
 

 

Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 
IDPs(OCHA)                         
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

300,000 

230,000 

374,000 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:     300,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:  900,000 

Priorities for intervention 

Priority 
J-RANS II (March/April 2013, 8 sub-

districts) 
 

J-RANS I* (February 2013,7 

sub-districts) 
 

Very high  Health Food security 

High Food security Health, Shelter and NFI 

Intermediate  WASH WASH 

Low  Nutrition, protection, shelter, NFI  

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Sector information 

Health 

 In May and April, Ar-Raqqa city and Tal Abyad town reported a lack of medical supplies 
and electrical supply to hospitals. As the Government has stopped paying salaries there 
is a shortage of doctors, nurses, and technical staff essential to maintaining medical 
equipment. In the National Hospital in Ar-Raqqa, 15 of 28 dialysis machines were out of 
service and the hospital has critical shortages of basic medications, such as insulin. 
Only 25 of the 112 doctors who once worked in the hospital remain. (HRW 2013/06/12) 

 21,000 patients are treated every month in the National Hospital (PI 2013/06/24). 
 Children form the largest share of patients in Tel Abyad National Hospital. Due to 

overcrowding, 2 or 3 patients are forced to share the same bed. The hospital lacks 
medicines such as treatments for Leishmaniasis and water-borne diseases. The 
hospital is in urgent need of dialysis and X-ray machines.(HRW 2013/06/12) 

 MSF reported some 300 measles cases from an area in Ar-Raqqa.  Cases of diarrhoea 
and respiratory diseases were mentioned as some of the main problems during the J-
RANS. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, WHO 2013/04/10, MSF 2013/05/06) 

Livelihoods and Food security 

 Shelling of the industrial area in Ar-Raqqa city has affected livelihoods and production. 
A large part of the households in in rural Ar-Raqqa rely on agriculture and sell the 
produce to the Government. This year, they have market problems as the Government 
system has been highly disrupted and armed groups are not able to buy all produce. 
(Al-akhbar 2013/06/12) 

 Different livelihoods have emerged throughout the governorate, such as cross border 
trade. Cultivation of cannabis is now a new production phenomenon reported in Tel 
Abyad countryside, where farmers planted lands with crops of cannabis, intending to 
smuggle the produce to Turkey and Iraq. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/03) 

 Demonstrations were reported in the city of Tall Abyad after the local council increased 
grain prices. (PI 2013/06/24) 

 Price rises (the average price of bread stood at 82 SYP (unsubsidised) and 29 SYP 
(subsidised) in April) and a lack of financial resources are two main problems restricting 
access to food.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 The main problem related to infant feeding is the high costs of baby formula combined 
with a lack of financial resources. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

WASH 

 Opposition groups controlling Ar-Raqqa were reportedly able to provide general access 
to water although parts of the water infrastructure in the city and other areas of the 
governorate have broken down. A lack of fuel/electricity to operate the water system is 
an additional problem. (AlertNet 2013/04/09, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 A lack of access to hygiene products due to a lack of financial resources, as well as the 
lack of access to places to bathe, are priority concerns. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Rubbish collection and cleaning materials were identified as key priorities for 
intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection 

 Military checkpoints manned by Islamic factions have spread on the outskirts of Ar-
Raqqa city. In the city, women are reportedly obliged to wear veils while men are 
obliged to pray. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/12)  

 There is a reported increase of overall poverty and increase in kidnapping threats. (PI 
2013/06/24) 

 Violence against civilians and family separation were identified as the main protection 
issues in the governorate during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 HRW found evidence that people were arbitrarily detained and tortured when Ar-Raqqa 
city was under Government control. (HRW 2013/05/17) 

Shelter 

 Many of the more than 373,700 IDPs identified during the J-RANS II are staying in 
collective centres (at least 182,700) followed by with host families (131,000) and in 
vacated buildings (60,000). Overcrowded collective shelters and the lack of financial 
resources to rent are a pressing issue. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Electricity to Ar-Raqqa has been largely restored after opposition forces took the city, 
because they have also taken control of the hydro-electric dam on the Euphrates River. 
(J-RANS II 2013/05/22, AlertNet 2013/04/09, Daily Star 2013/04/06) 

Education 

 As of 5 March, 12% of schools in Ar-Raqqa had been damaged or were being used as 
shelters according to UNICEF.  In April, only 70 of the 1,002 schools in assessed 
districts (5%), were found to be functional.  (UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

       Information Gaps 
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As-Sweida  

 

Conflict developments 

 No fighting has been reported in As-Sweida for over a year. Mainly inhabited by Druze 
communities, it is one of the least directly affected governorates in Syria.  

Operational constraints 

 In May, WFP was unable to dispatch food for distribution to partners in As-Sweida due 
to heavy fighting on Homs-Damascus highway. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

Displacement 

 There are around 15-20,000 IDPs in collective shelters in As-Sweida, according to 
official figures. Red Crescent estimates that there are around 30,000 IDPs in total in the 
governorate. OCHA put the figure at 18,000 in April. (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/14) 

Sector information 

 WASH: The functioning of irrigation 

wells in some villages has been 
disrupted, due to a lack of fuel. (Al 
Watan 2013/06/10) 

 Livelihoods and food security: There is a lack of animal feed due to transportation 

difficulties and because drivers are unwilling to transport the feed from rural Damascus 
to As-Sweida. This is affecting livestock and the agricultural sector and is pushing up 
prices. (Tishreen 2013/06/20) 

 Living costs, including bread prices, are high. The price of children’s clothing has 
reportedly increased by 100% since last year. (Tishreen 2013/05/05; Tishreen 2013/04/28) 

 Health: By the end of April, all of the 2 hospitals and 92 health centres in the 

governorate were functioning properly. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 Education: In March, UNICEF reported that no schools in As-Sweida were damaged 

or used as shelters and attendance rates were at 100%. As the situation has remained 
stable in the governorate, it is likely that the situation has not changed in the last 3 
months. (UNICEF 2013/03/15) 

Damascus (city) 

 

Conflict developments 

 Government forces are continuing their offensive against opposition positions in the 
outskirts of Damascus, notably Qaboon, Barzeh, Jorbar, Al-Hajar Al-Aswad and 
Yarmouk. At the start of June, the Government reported that army units had taken over 
key positions in Jorbar, a neighbourhood which is reportedly used by opposition forces 
to prepare and attack central areas of Damascus. Throughout the month of June, fierce 
clashes and shelling continued in the neighbourhood. 

 In mid-June, the SAF accelerated their attack on the neighbourhood Qabun, in an 
attempt to clear the area of opposition forces. The district is the only entrance from the 
east/northeast into the capital.  

 In addition, clashes and shelling continued in other areas where opposition forces are 
established, including the northern district of Barzeh, the southern areas of Al-Hajar al-
Aswad and Qadam. Several mortars hit the eastern area of Mazzeh and Abbasiyeen 
Square in the northeast of the capital this month and in the district of Mazraa shellfire 
killed a civilian near the Russian embassy. (Daily Star 2013/06/25, AFP 2013/06/20, AFP 

2013/06/22, Daily Star 2013/06/21, Daily Star 2013/06/05, Daily Star 2013/06/14, Al Jazeera 
2013/06/13, Al-Akhbar 2013/06/12, Al Jazeera 2013/06/11, Al Jazeera 2013/06/06, Al-Akhbar 
2013/06/04) 

 Damascus international airport was hit by several mortars in June. The Government 
controlled airport lies southwest of Damascus, near the contested Eastern Ghouta 
region, large parts of which are in the hands of opposition forces. (AFP 2013/06/13) 

 While heavy fighting has not reached the city centre, suicide attacks in heavy populated 
areas are continuing, allegedly part of a campaign by opposition forces to hit 
Government forces. The latest attack occurred on 24 June, when 14 people were killed 
in the 3 bombings targeting police stations (Daily Star 2013/06/24, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/20, 
Al-Jazeera 2013/06/11, Al-Akhbar 2013/06/12) 

 Major clashes between the Syrian Army and opposition forces were reported for the 
first time in the city of Damascus around March 2012. After months of relative calm, 
Syria’s army launched a fierce assault at the start of February in eastern and southern 
suburbs of Damascus, where insurgents have secured enclaves. Analysts said that the 
Government had focussed a large part of resources to secure an area of control in a 
radius of about eight kilometres around Damascus city. (AFP 2013/02/22, AFP 2013/02/23, 
UNRWA 2013/02/22, AFP 2013/02/21, AlertNet 2013/01/21, AFP 2013/01/17, AFP 2013/01/13, 

Population figures As-Sweida 

2011 Gov. records 486,000 
2004 census  313,231 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 26,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 18,000 
 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., OCHA 2013/04/26 

Information Gaps 

 
  

    

Population figures Damascus 

2011 Gov. records 1,780,000 

2004 census  1,552,161 

Palestinian 
refugees 

None registered 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 290,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 250,000 
 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 
UNRWA n.d., MoLA 2013/03, OCHA 
2013/04/26 
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AFP 2012/12/05, Alertnet 2012/12/04, UNRWA 2013/01/11, Aljazeera 2013/02/07, AlertNet 
2013/02/06, AlertNet 2013/02/13) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Opposition fighters established a permanent 

presence in Yarmouk camp and the camp has been under Government siege since late 
2012.  Clashes were reported on the edge of Yarmouk in June, killing 4 refugees. The 
situation in the camp remains dire, with access heavily disrupted and shelling causing 
extensive damage to the Yarmouk health centre, which has been closed since January 
2013 due to on-going hostilities in the area. (UNRWA 2013/06/09)  (UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

Operational constraints 

 Shelling on 20 June forced the closure of the road leading to the Palestinian refugee 
camp Yarmouk. In addition, the siege of the camp by Government forces has hampered 
transport of medicine and food. Cars are no longer able to enter the camp and all goods 
need to be transported by foot. (PI 2013/06/20, Daily Star 2013/06/20) 

 In May, clashes occurred on the highway between Homs and Damascus, causing 
disruption to the movement of WFP cargo from Tartous Port to the warehouses in the 
capital. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

Displacement 

 There has been no new information on displacement since the reported estimate of 
250,000 IDPs in April. The latest Government figure (February) was of 25,000 IDPs, of 
which 9,000 were residing in shelters. (MoLA 2013/03/10, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

Sector information  

Protection 

 Opposition forces stated that some of the neighbourhoods on the outskirts of 
Damascus are under siege in an attempt to cut off opposition supply lines. As a result, 
civilians are not able to flee the heavy fighting which is currently taking place. (AFP 

2013/06/20, Daily Star 2013/06/19) 

Health 

 Since opposition fighters established a permanent presence in Yarmouk in December 
2012, the Syrian army’s siege on the camp has resulted in a complete ban on any 
medicine or medical supplies entering the camp. (IPS 2013/06/05, PI 2013/06/20) 

 An increased presence of vectors has been reported by a local source, as garbage 
collection and vector control have been disrupted. (Al-Watan 2013/06/03) 

 The health system in Damascus has been slightly affected, with 1 out of 8 hospitals in 
Damascus governorate partly functioning while the remainder are fully functioning.  20 
out of 58 health centres (34%) are not or only partially functioning.  Damascus Hospital 
reported shortages in medicines and supplies from both the international and the local 

markets due to economic sanctions and currency fluctuations. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30, 
USAID 2013/01/03, WHO 2013/01/02, UN 2012/12/18, MoH 2012/12/31) 

 

Livelihoods and food security 

 Local sources reported that at the start of June, it became more difficult to transport 
commodities into Damascus, leading to an increase in prices. (Al-Watan 2013/06/10) 

 

WASH 

 In Yarmouk camp, water is reportedly still available, but water treatment has been 
heavily disrupted. (PI 2013/06/20) 

 

Shelter 

 Electricity cuts in Yarmouk camp are up to 20 hours per day and a lack of fuel to 
operate the generators was reported. (PI 2013/06/20) 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

              Information Gaps 
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file:///C:/Users/Karine%20and%20Mike/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/J5RCT5SK/with%20shelling%20forcing%20the%20closure%20of%20the%20road%20leading%20to%20the%20Palestinian%20Yarmuk%20refugee%20camp
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/fierce-clashes-damascus-district-ngo
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/fierce-clashes-damascus-district-ngo
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-19/220904-syrian-rebels-launch-attack-to-block-northern-highway.ashx#axzz2X13ItQkd
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/besieged-refugee-camp-syrian-medics-struggle-provide
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=1899
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-complex-emergency-fact-sheet-6-fiscal-year-fy-2013
http://www.emro.who.int/images/stories/eha/documents/Syria_sitrep_8_212013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/regular-press-briefing-information-service-syria
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2176
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Dar’a 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Conflict developments 

 The Govenrment continues its offensive in Dar’a in an attempt to reinforce its position in 
the governorate and to cut opposition supply lines from Jordan.  There are reports on 

the involvement of Hezbollah and Iranian fighters supporting the Government in Dar’a 
governorate. According to local sources, Dar’a city is divided into one part held by 
Government forces and another held by opposition forces. Shelling of neighbourhoods 
such as Al-Balad occurs frequently.  

 In the rural areas, fighting is less intense, but clashes occur around strategic points, 
primarily in the border region with Jordan. Until May, opposition groups controlled most 
of the eastern areas of the governorate. However, in recent weeks, the Government 
has retaken a number of border towns, including Sahem al Golan and Dalaa.  

 Several military checkpoints were attacked by the FSA in June, including checkpoints in 
Bosra al-Sham and N'aimeh. However, the FSA has failed to take control of these 
points. (Stratfor 2013/06/17, Al Jazeera 2013/06/06, Al Jazeera 2013/05/31, Al Jazeera 
2013/06/04, SANA 2013/06/04) 

 The city of Dar’a witnessed the first uprising against the Government in 2011, with 
heavy fighting in the governorate erupting in November 2011. As a region bordering the 
contested Golan Heights and in the proximity of Israel, Dar’a is traditionally one of 
Syria's most heavily militarised regions. With parts of the governorate controlled by 
opposition forces, the Government intensified its military operations across the southern 
region in May while recapturing several strategic opposition strongholds.  (AlertNet 
2013/02/21, UNRWA 2013/02/15, BBC 2012/11/11, CNN 2012/11/10)   

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Intensive shelling of the southern town of  

Dar’a and the UNRWA camp resulted in the closure of the Area Office. (UNRWA 
2013/06/16) 

 

 

 

Operational constraints 

 Hostilities continued around the main highway from Dar’a city to Damascus, hampering 
transport into the governorate from Damascus. (UNRWA 2013/06/09) 

 Multiple settlements in southern Dar’a have been subject to blockades where 

Government forces have cut off food, electricity, fuel, water and medical supplies. 
(Human Rights Council 2013/06/04) 

Displacement 

 Da’ra has seen very high levels of displacement, with a large number of people having 
left the governorate and the arrival of returnees and displaced from other areas. Over 
one third of the original 2011 population of Dar’a is registered as a refugee in Jordan. In 
April, 180,000 IDPs were reported to be residing in Dar’a. In addition, an increasing 
number of people are returning from Jordan to Da’ra governorate, at least 48,000 since 
2011, mostly to the eastern part of the governorate and central Izraa village. (OCHA 
2013/04/26, MoLA 2013/03/10) 

Sector information  

 

Protection  

 Until 17 May around 1,600 Syrians a day crossed into Jordan from Dar'a.  At the end of 
May, the number fell almost to zero.  Although by 10 June, refugees have again been 
crossing into Jordan in large numbers, they report difficulties in accessing the border 
and the daily arrival number remains below the daily average of 1,500 in May. The 
reasons for this are unconfirmed. While some state that the border is closed, the 
Government of Jordan stated that the borders remain open but Syrians cannot cross 
because of the heavy fighting on the Syrian side.  As a result, thousands of refugees 
remain trapped in the border villages of Nasib and Tel Shehab. (IRIN 2013/06/10, Daily 
Star 2013/05/22, NRC 2013/05/24, Daily Star 2013/05/27) 

 At least 48,000 people have returned from Jordan to Dar’a since July 2012. Some of 
the returnees travelled to Jordan again after taking care of property in Dar’a or 
accompanying family members into Jordan. UNHCR has expressed concern over those 
who have settled in their places of origin, which are often insecure and where access to 
services is limited. (IRIN 2013/06/10) 

Health 

 Dar’a governorate is not always included in the weekly EWARS reports from the 
WHO/Ministry of Health, indicating that the information sharing mechanisms between 
local hospitals and the Government are disrupted. As a result, there is only very limited 
information available on the incidence of diseases.  

 A local source reports that there is a lack of vaccines, diabetes and heart medicines, 
and generic drugs. (PI 2013/06/20) 

 By the end of April, the MoH reported that 6 out of 9 hospitals in the governorate were 
partially damaged and 31 of 96 health centres were either partially (16) or entirely 
damaged (15).  Many injured are treated in makeshift or local hospitals; while a large 

Population figures Dar’a 

2011 Gov. records 1,126,000 
2004 census  843,478 
Palestinian 
refugees 

>28,000 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 283,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 180,000 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d., OCHA/SARC 2013,  
MoLA 2013/03, OCHA 2013/04/26 

Information Gaps 

 
  

  
 

 

http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/obstacles-syrian-regime-victory-aleppo?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130620&utm_term=FreeReport&utm_content=readmore&elq=47d990c1264c4c0fb13b224d113cb869
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/f3934cb8-493d-48b4-b134-e90ea9ee4849
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/9d5dfd79-421c-4fab-a85a-c7b49c2b8e08
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/D5A0CCFC-E49C-4891-900C-E55CB5E24992
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/D5A0CCFC-E49C-4891-900C-E55CB5E24992
http://sana.sy/eng/337/2013/06/04/485461.htm
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrian-opposition-says-assad-cannot-be-part-of-deal
http://www.trust.org/alertnet/news/syrian-opposition-says-assad-cannot-be-part-of-deal
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unrwa-syria-crisis-situation-update-issue-34-15-february-2013
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-20278895
http://edition.cnn.com/2012/11/10/world/meast/syria-civil-war/
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2050%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoISyria/A-HRC-23-58_en.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/policy-or-happenstance-jordans-dwindling-syrian-refugee-arrivals
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-22/217920-jordans-border-clampdown-shuts-out-refugees.ashx#axzz2U0qGwOIJ
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-22/217920-jordans-border-clampdown-shuts-out-refugees.ashx#axzz2U0qGwOIJ
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/keep-syrian-borders-openhttp:/reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/keep-syrian-borders-open
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/May-27/218423-the-political-battle-for-jordans-border.ashx#axzz2UTccj0zY
http://www.irinnews.org/report/98205/for-some-the-best-bad-choice-returning-from-refuge-to-syria
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1574
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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number of wounded individuals seek healthcare in Jordan.  Illustratively, 3% of new 
arrivals to Jordan in the first 4 months of the year required immediate medical care, 
usually for conflict wounds. (SHARP 2013/06/07, UNHCR 2013/03/14, IOM 2013/03, 
,WHO/MOH 2013/04/30,  WHO 2013/01/18, other sources 2013/03) 

 

Food security 

 Local sources report an acute shortage of flour and bread, and a lack of access to food 
due to the high prices. Traditional sources of income have been disrupted due to the 
security situation and other occupations such as the sale of old goods have emerged. 
(PI 2013/06/20)  

 A severe shortage of bread and flour in areas of rural Dar’a was reported. According to 
a local source, agricultural production costs, including transport costs, fuel, and wages 
increased significantly, leading to food price increases. One kilo of potatoes currently 
costs SYP 90. (Tishreen 2013/06/10, IRIN 2013/06/10)   

 

Shelter 

 Returnees from Jordan are often returning to severely damaged towns and villages and 
there are reports of returnees residing in schools, with relatives or in homes of people 
who have fled. (IRIN 2013/06/10) 

  

 

 

 

Deir-ez-Zor 

 

 Conflict developments 

 Fighting in Deir-ez-Zor governorate is primarily concentrated in and around Deir-ez-Zor 
city. In June, bombing of several areas in the city continued, with the Syrian 
Government targeting opposition groups in the neigbourhoods of Rasafeh, Sina'a, 
Sheikh Yaseen and Jbaileh. FSA shelling of the military airport near the city was also 
reported. On 12 June, opposition fighters attacked the village of Hatlah, reportedly in 
retaliation for an earlier assault by residents of Hatlah on opposition fighters. At least 60 
residents were killed during the attack. On 16 June, an Al-Qaeda-linked group blew up 
a Shiite religious building. (Al-Jazeera 2013/06/17, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/20, Al-Akhar 
2013/05/13, Al Jazeera 2013/06/13)  

 There are daily clashes over control of the oilfields in Deir-ez-Zor. Tribes are 
reportedly supplying oil and gas to both the Government and opposition groups to 
spare their villages from attack and gain an income. EU recently lifted Syrian oil 
sanctions and as a result, control over oil fields has become more profitable. 
(Guardian 2013/06/25) 

 Opposition forces control large parts of Deir-ez-Zor governorate as well as 4 out of 5 
major oil wells in Deir-er-Zor. Government forces still control 3 neighbourhoods in 
western Deir-ez-Zor, including the military airport and key intelligence and security 
bases. (AFP 2013/02/19, AFP 2013/02/10, UNICEF 2012/12/07, AFP 2012/11/25, AFP 
2012/11/20, AFP 2012/12/03) 

Operational constraints 

 According to key-informants interviewed during the J-RANS II in March and April, 
humanitarian access in Deir-ez-Zor is primarily hampered by interference in 
humanitarian activities by powerful groups or persons, restriction of movement and 

active hostilities. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

Population figures Deir-ez-Zor 

2011 Gov. records 1,692,000 
2004 census 1,004,747 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 300,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 300,000 
IDPs (J-RANS II) 400,000 

 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Regional%20Response%20Plan.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/escaping-syria-dead-night-unhcr-chief-visits-jordan-border
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/who-palais-briefing-%E2%80%93-january-18-2013-situation-syria-mali
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289470
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/analysis-some-best-bad-choice-returning-refuge-syria
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/analysis-some-best-bad-choice-returning-refuge-syria
http://www.aljazeera.com/video/middleeast/2013/06/20136162023794170.html
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/e6610f03-bef5-4ed8-b2b7-0557e58c7a4e
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184142
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184142
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/middleeast/2013/06/201361351947232184.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2013/jun/25/syria-oil-assad-rebels-tribes
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/nine-months-battle-shatter-syrias-deir-ezzor
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/rebels-launch-fierce-assaults-syria-troops-activists
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20-%20Bi-Weekly%20subregional%20Sitrep%207%20December_%202012_EXTERNAL.pdf
http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5hTAAhORgLyW0-KVU74b5kmyuW-Rg?docId=CNG.48c03aeca7763de28a091ad1cced8d84.141
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-rebels-seize-strategic-town-toll-hits-40000
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-rebels-seize-strategic-town-toll-hits-40000
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/army-shells-damascus-outskirts-phone-services-resume
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JRANS%20II%20-%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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Displacement 

 The latest displacement figures are from April. During the April J-RANS II, around 
400,000 IDPs were identified in the 14 sub-districts with every sub-district hosting a 
considerable number of IDPs (between 7,000 and 30,000).  Over 200,000 IDPs were in 
Deir-ez-Zor city.  OCHA estimates that around 300,000 IDPs were in Deir-ez-Zor 
governorate as of 16 April. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA (April)      300,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II            ~2,000,000 
(in 14 of 14 sub-districts assessed in March/April)                   
 
 

Sector information 

 Health 

 Health was identified as the highest priority for intervention during the J-RANS II. With 6 
hospitals in Deir-ez-Zor (out of a total of 7 hospitals) either partially damaged or out of 
service by April 30, only limited resources are available. 1 hospital is reportedly only 
treating military personnel.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, MoH 2012/12/13, WHO 2013/04/10, 
WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 An outbreak of Leishmaniasis is on-going and a high number of unconfirmed typhoid 
cases were reported. The population uses primitive methods to refine oil, leading to 
respiratory diseases and skin infections. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 Pollution of water sources by crude oil has been observed throughout the governorate.  
Local water boards have been unable to treat water due to the lack of treatment 
materials such as chlorine and aluminium phosphate. A lack of centralised treatment 
and a lack of fuel to boil water at home are further decreasing water quality. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22)  

 Destruction of infrastructure and electricity cuts has severely damaged water supply. In 
some localities of Deir-ez-Zor, water provision has decreased by 90% at the start of the 
year and a lack of fuel to operate the system is a main problem affecting water 
availability. (UNICEF 2013/02/08, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection 

 Violence against civilians was a main protection concern identified during the J-RANS 
II. Frustration, recruitment of children into armed groups, UXOs and hazardous labour 
are other protection concerns. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Hazardous child labour was a high protection concern mentioned by key informants in 
some areas of Deir-ez-Zor. In Ashara sub-district, a number of children were reported 
to work in filtering crude oil. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Al Qa’im border crossing, the only official border crossing into Iraq for a distance of 
400km, remains closed, although some of the sick or wounded are allowed to cross the 
border to seek medical assistance. (MSF 2013/03/07, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Livelihoods and Food security 

 The price of staple foods (71 SYP for unsubsidised bread, 24 SYP for subsidised bread 
in April) and the lack of financial resources remain the major obstacles in accessing 
food. In addition, the lack of cooking fuel was identified as an issue. (J-RANS II 
2013/05/22) 

 Different livelihoods have emerged during the war: local tribes and militants are 
currently controlling 4 out of 5 oil fields in the governorate and are selling the raw 
material to local communities, who in turn refine it before it is sold. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, 
Guardian 2013/04/02, Daily Star 2013/04/10, Al-Akhbar 2013/05/11) 

 Similar to other governorates, the lack of financial resources and high cost of infant 
formula were perceived as the main problems with regards to infant feeding, followed 

by a lack of infant formula in the markets and inability of women to breastfeed due to 
lack of food for themselves.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Shelter and NFI 

 22% of private buildings and 34% of public infrastructure in the governorate were found 
to damaged or destroyed during the J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 Although the governorate produces a significant amount of fuel, the lack of cooking fuel 
was identified as one of the major issues affecting access to food. This could be 
explained by the fact that a large amount of the refined oil is smuggled into Turkey, 
where prices are significantly higher. (Jordan times 2013/05/14, J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Education 

 Of the 978 schools in J-RANS II assessed districts, only 383 were functional during the 
assessment (40%). (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

Information Gaps 

 
  

  
 

 
Priority 

J-RANS II  
(March/April 2013, 14 sub-
districts) 

J-RANS I* 
(February 2013,  4 sub-
districts) 

Very high  Health  

High  
Health, WASH, shelter 

and NFI 

Intermediate  WASH, protection Food security 

Low  
Food security, nutrition, 

shelter and NFIR 
 

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JRANS%20II%20-%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/SYRIA_WATER_CHLORINE_SUPPLY-En.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-%E2%80%93-humanitarian-assistance-deadlock
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/middle-east-live/2013/apr/02/6-000-killed-in-bloodiest-month-for-syria-crisis-live-updates
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Apr-18/214139-syrians-take-up-backyard-refining-of-crude-oil.ashx#axzz2QTQI3dLJ
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/182843
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://jordantimes.com/in-eastern-syria-oil-smugglers-benefit-from-chaos
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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Hama  

 

 

 

Conflict developments: 

 Heavy clashes are on-going in the governorate, primarily in the north and eastern 
areas. On June 11, opposition forces seized a military base situated at the northern 
edges of Morek village in the north of Hama. The position is strategically important 
because it lies on the main road linking the capital to Aleppo. This road is the army's 
main supply route to Aleppo and to Khan Sheykhoun in the northwestern province of 
Idleb. It also leads to Maaret al-Noman, which the army has been trying to take back 
from opposition forces since its capture in October. (Daily Star 2013/06/14) 

 On June 10, the Government stated that it had regained control of Blyil village and Um 
Kalak, Khafsen, Khbiat al-Huda and al-Kbaria towns in the northern countryside of 
Hama. It also claimed to have retaken control of the villages of Masa'ada, Abu Hanaya, 
Masoud, Salba, and Kleib al-Thor in the eastern countryside of Hama. (SANA 
2013/06/10) 

 On June 4, the Syrian Army stated it had control of 13 towns and villages in northern 
rural Hama: Alhamra, Allala, Rabi'a, Rahia, Taybah Elisem, AlSha'fa, Tlaisah, Kahira, 
Ra's Al Ein, Zoghbe, Qaser Almakhram, Qasr Abo Samra and Um Khozaim. At this 
date, the FSA still controlled Salba village and a power plant and fuel distributor in 
eastern rural Hama. East Hama has seen nearly two months of ongoing clashes. (Al 

Jazeera 2013/06/04, Al Akhbar 2013/06/04) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: Clashes were reported in the vicinity of 

Hama camp in May, and one refugee was killed by stray gunfire. All facilities are 
operational. (UNRWA 2013/05/26, UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

Operational constraints: Operational constraints in Hama are significant, with active 

hostilities and restriction of movement for relief agencies as the main factors hampering 
access. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 

 

Displacement 

 In April, 227,800 IDPs were staying in 10 sub-districts, the majority in Hama city 
(175,000). According to OCHA, 284,000 people were displaced inside the governorate. 
(J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA:      300,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:            1,500,000 

Priorities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector information 

Health 

 Next to medicines, key informants identified 
ambulances and medical equipment as priorities for intervention.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 4 out of 6 hospitals are partially damaged or out of service in the governorate. 30 health 
centres out of 163 are also reported to be partially damaged or out of service. 
(WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

Protection  

 Violence against civilians and mistreatment of detainees were 2 main protection 
concerns identified during the J-RANS II. Safe places to live and interventions aimed at 
the protection of civilians were mentioned by key informants as main interventions 
urgently required. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Livelihoods and Food security 

 Monopoly of the market by traders and high transport costs affecting farmers have led 
to the closure of workshops and plants that produce napkins, baby diapers, cleaning 
materials and dairy products. (Tishreen 2013/06/10) 

Population figures Hama 

2011 Gov. records  2,113,000 

2004 census 1,384,953 

Palestinian refugees 8,000 

Other refugees Unknown 

Migrants Unknown 

Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 320,000 

IDPs (OCHA)        
IDPs (J-RANS II) 

284,000      
228,000 

 

Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, UNRWA 

n.d, J-RANS II 2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 

Priority J-RANS II (March/April 2013, 10 

sub-districts) 

 

Very high    

High Health, protection  

Intermediate  Food security, nutrition  

Low  WASH, Shelter and NFI  

Very low  Education  

 

Information Gaps 

 
  

  
 

 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-13/220248-activist-syrian-rebels-seize-key-army-base.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://sana.sy/eng/337/2013/06/10/486700.htm
http://sana.sy/eng/337/2013/06/10/486700.htm
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/D5A0CCFC-E49C-4891-900C-E55CB5E24992
http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/D5A0CCFC-E49C-4891-900C-E55CB5E24992
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184382
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2048%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JRANS%20II%20-%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/JRANS%20II%20-%20Final%20Report_0.pdf
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289469
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
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 Shelling destroyed hundreds of dunoms (1 dunom = 0.1 hectare) of wheat in Braidij 
village. (Al Jazeera 2013/06/20) 

WASH 

 The water pumping station in Qusair was affected during the conflict and is no  
longer pumping water to 65 towns and cities in Homs and Hama, leading to water 
shortages for over 1.3 millionpeople. (UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

 Salamiah has faced a scarcity of drinking water since June 1. Due to the water crisis in 
Salamiah, a small bottle of water now costs SP100 (USD0.56). (Al Watan 2013/06/18 (Al 
Watan /2013/06/01)  

 There is a drinking water crisis in Alfan, Tlaisieh, and Azoghbeh villages in eastern rural 
Hama after water sources and wells were damaged during conflict. (Tishreen 
2013/06/21) 

Shelter and NFI 

 Electrical networks were damaged due to the fighting in rural villages in the north and 
east of Hama. (Tishreen 2013/06/18) 

 Of those assessed under the J-RANS II, Hama is the most affected governorate in 
terms of damage to or destruction of shelter. As much as 66% of private buildings were 
damaged or destroyed, according to key informants in the assessed sub-districts. 65% 
of public infrastructure was damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Homs 

 

Conflict developments: 

 Several opposition-held villages south of Homs have been advanced upon by the 
Syrian army, and troop movements and bombardment patterns suggest 
Government forces are likely to attack opposition strongholds in Homs city and 
around Rastan and Talbeiseh along the M5 highway, which leads from the 
Jordanian border, through Damascus and all the way north to Aleppo. (Stratfor 
2013/06/17)  

 On June 5, the Syrian army announced that it had taken control of Qusair after weeks 
of intense fighting. Qusair was an important supply line linking the opposition with their 
supporters in Lebanon. Conversely, it secures access for Hezbollah into Syria. 

 Opposition forces retreated from Qusair to the western villages of Buwayda and Dabaa. 
Government troops backed by Hezbollah fighters seized control of Buwayda, Dabaa, 
Dyabieh, Salhieh and Mas'oudieh in the following days. Clashes continued in Khaldieh 
district of Homs city and in Hossienieh and Kfar'aya. (Al Akhbar 2013/06/06, 2013/06/08 
Daily Star) 

 There was shelling in Homs on June 5. 17 of its 21 neighbourhoods have reportedly 
now been destroyed by the fighting. (AlertNet 2013/06/07) 

 Palestinian refugee camp: The camp remains calm with all facilities open. One 

refugee was reportedly kidnapped from the camp whilst going to work outside the 
camp. He was later found dead, leading to some demonstrations following the funeral. 
(UNRWA 2013/05/26) 

Operational constraints 

 Access remains limited due to the security situation. (WFP 2013/06/05) 

 An UNRWA truck which had previously been detained whilst transporting food parcels 
to Hama was released by security forces. UNDSS temporarily suspended all official 
travel to Homs from Damascus in early June due to clashes around the main highway. 
(UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

 

Population figures Homs 
2011 Gov. records 2,147,000 
2004 census  1,529,402 
Palestinian refugees >22,000 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 625,000 
IDPs (OCHA)                356,000 

 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d, J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2539
http://www.alwatan.sy/category.aspx?categoryid=7
http://www.alwatan.sy/category.aspx?categoryid=7
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290659
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290659
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290288
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/obstacles-syrian-regime-victory-aleppo?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130620&utm_term=FreeReport&utm_content=readmore&elq=47d990c1264c4c0fb13b224d113cb869
http://www.stratfor.com/analysis/obstacles-syrian-regime-victory-aleppo?utm_source=freelist-f&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20130620&utm_term=FreeReport&utm_content=readmore&elq=47d990c1264c4c0fb13b224d113cb869
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-07/219700-syrian-troops-capture-central-villages.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-07/219700-syrian-troops-capture-central-villages.ashx#axzz2VoTtoDfe
http://www.trust.org/item/20130607151026-8wzru
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20crisis%20situation%20update%20%28Issue%2048%29-UNRWA.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Response%20Inside%20Syria%20and%20in%20Neighbouring%20Countries.pdf
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=1789
http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
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http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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Displacement 

 A UN team visiting Qusair encountered only a few civilian families remaining in the area 
after the heavy fighting; the majority of inhabitants had fled to neighbouring villages, 
Homs City and Damascus. At least 3,500 IDPs from Qusair sought shelter in Hesieh, 
25 km from Homs city. (UNHCR 2013/05/30, OCHA 2013/06/17) 

 At the end of May, over 100,000 refugees from Homs governorate were registered in 
Lebanon, 20,000 from Qusair district. These refugees fled into Lebanon before the 
battle of Qusair. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/01, UNHCR 2013/05/31) 

 Tear Malah, located 8 kilometers to the north of Homs, hosts 18,000 displaced Syrians, 
originally from areas in northern Rural Homs, including Rastan, Talbisseh, Dar Kbereh, 
and Hesieh. Most displaced persons are hosted by the local community; 7 schools host 
a further 300 displaced while some Syrians stay in unfinished buildings. (UNHCR 
2013/05/08) 

 In Houla, the estimated population in May was about 70,000, half of whom are 
displaced. (UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

 

Sector information  

Shelter 

 The newly displaced from Qusair that sought refuge in Hesieh are living in extremely 
precarious conditions either in open shelters, tents or with host families. (WFP 
2013/06/05) 

 During an inter-agency assessment in Qusair, it was found there was no electricity or 
water supply in the city, and the sewage system has been damaged. Access to basic 
supplies was severely constrained, as markets and shops were closed. It was assessed 
that restoration of basic services and rehabilitation of damaged infrastructure will be a 
long-term undertaking. (OCHA 2013/06/17) 

Protection 

 In Homs city, snipers, kidnappings and revenge killings have been reported. These 
issues limit mobility of civilians. (Reuters 2013/06/07) 

 In Al-Waer, many children are reportedly showing signs of severe trauma and 

psychological distress. (UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

Health 

 Recent insecurity in Homs has resulted in a further deterioration of the health situation 
in the governorate. The main hospital in Qusair was destroyed during the fighting. 
During the conflict, the wounded were being treated inside private homes. (Daily Star 
2013/06/03, UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

 Due to the poor sanitation and hygiene conditions in which people were living in 
Hesieh, many IDPs, especially children, were found suffering from diarrhoea, 
respiratory problems, high fevers, ear infections and skin diseases. The nearest clinic is 
40 minutes away. (UNHCR 2013/05/30)  

 Acute watery diarrhoea cases were reported in Talbeiseh district of Homs. (UNICEF 
2013/06/12) 

 Houla village had been almost completely cut off for many months and there is a critical 
shortage of medical supplies in the 4 partially functioning health facilities. Major 
illnesses reported included upper respiratory infections, scabies, lice, diarrhoea, and 
some mental illnesses. Water supplies were limited and there was no fuel to power 
water systems. Nurses reported seeing increasing numbers of children with signs of 
malnutrition. (UN News Service 2013/05/14) 

 In Tear Malah, most of the local doctors have fled the town and there is lack of 

medicine. (UNHCR 2013/05/08) 

WASH 

 The pumping station in Qusair was affected during the conflict and water flow was 
disrupted. The pump served 65 towns and cities in Homs and Hama, and the decrease 
in water supply led to a crisis situation with lack of water for over 1.3 million  
people. The UN is reportedly working on solving the issue. (UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

 IDPs who fled the recent fighting in Qusair face critical shortages of clean water in 
Hassai and Al Salamieh in Homs. (Al Watan 2013/06/18) 

 There is a constant need for clean water throughout the region, as most of the buildings 
are not connected to the public water network, and many buildings are in need of 
repair. (IFRC 2013/06/19) 

Livelihoods and food security 

 WFP field monitors noted the critical need for food, especially wheat flour, in all of the 
areas visited in Homs in May. According to the communities interviewed, these areas 
have not received wheat flour for over a year due to ongoing fighting. (WFP 2013/05/17) 

Education  

 In one district in the city of Homs, 1 school is till functioning while the other 3 have been 
sheltering IDPs for over a year. (Reuters 2013/06/07) 

 Government and opposition armed forces have both been using schools in the Homs 
governorates for military purposes. There are reports of teachers interrogating their 
students about  their political beliefs.  (HRW 2013/05/06, HRW 2013/05/06) 

Information Gaps 

 

 
  

    

http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-assesses-needs-and-dire-situation-displaced-western-syrian-town
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20No.%2027.pdf
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/184223
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/refugees-syrian-war-put-down-roots-homs-schools
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria
http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-03/219302-battle-for-qusair-enters-third-week-civilians-remain-trapped.ashx#axzz2WN375v24
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/unhcr-assesses-needs-and-dire-situation-displaced-western-syrian-town
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20-%2013%20JUNE%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNICEF%20Syria%20Regional%20Crisis%20Humanitarian%20SitRep%20-%2013%20JUNE%202013.pdf
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/UNHCR%20Syria%20Update%20Issue%207.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria
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http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Syria%20%20Regional%20Update%2017%20May%202013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/refugees-syrian-war-put-down-roots-homs-schools
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Safe%20No%20More%20Students%20and%20Schools%20under%20Attack%20in%20Syria.pdf
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Idleb  

  

Conflict developments: 

 In June, fighting occurred throughout the governorate. Opposition forces continue to 
control much of the countryside around Idleb while Government forces hold the cities of 
Idleb and Jisr-as-Shughur.  Fierce clashes continue in rural Idleb with armed attacks on 
Government checkpoints and strategic points along the Idleb-Lattakia road. 
Government forces attacked opposition controlled areas including Jisr Ashghour, 
Taftanaz, Saraqib, Ma'ret Tamsareen, Sarjeh and Zardana.  

 The FSA announced the start of operations to control the eastern areas of Wadi Al Daif 
military base. The base was captured by anti-Government groups in October 2012 and 
retaken by the Government in April 2013.  The base is strategically located between 
Damascus and Aleppo. (Al-akhbar 2013/05/11, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/12) 

 Extensive fighting started in the governorate in March 2012, when the Syrian armed 
forces started shelling parts of Idleb and nearby towns in an attempt to clear the area of 
FSA fighters.  After 6 months of fierce fighting, anti-Government armed groups captured 
a string of army checkpoints, military bases and loyalist strongholds.  The Government 
retaliated by shelling and bombing areas held by anti-Government groups.  (BBC 
2013/01/16, FARS 2013/01/14, AFP 2013/01/08, MSF 2013/01/10, HRW 2013/01/14, Al Jazeera 
2013/01/14, AFP 2013/02/05)  

Operational constraints 

 During the J-RANS II, the following issues were identified as constraints to relief 
operations in Idleb: active hostilities, restriction of movement, interference in 
humanitarian activities, restrictions and obstructions for beneficiaries to access aid, 
violence against relief agencies personnel, facilities and assets and the presence of 
mines and explosives. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 The latest information on displacement is from April. During the J-RANS II, around 
900,000 IDPs were identified in 21 sub-districts, 550,000 of them in the city of Idleb. 

OCHA reported significantly lower estimates of 300,000 IDPs. It is unclear where this 
discrepancy comes from. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 There is a high concentration of IDPs in the governorate. In sub-districts assessed 
during the J-RANS II, it was reported by key informants that IDPs accounted for more 
than 40% of the population, while in other governorates, apart from Ar-Raqqa, 
assessed IDPs formed less than 25% of the population. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 There are at least 8 IDP camps in Idleb governorate, of which the total population is 
estimated at around 50,000 IDPs. The largest IDP camp is Athmeh, with an estimated 
28,000 IDPs, while the smallest camp, Aqqrabat, hosts some 600 IDPs. (ACU 2013/05) 

In need 

Number of people in need OCHA April 2013:     430,000 
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II            >2,000,000 
(in 21 out of 26 sub-districts assessed in March/April)      

Priorities 

Priorities IDP camps - ACU 2013/05 

Priority 
J-RANS II (March/April 2013, 21 

sub- districts) 
 

J-RANS I* (February 2013, 13  

sub-districts) 
 

Very high   Food security 

High Health, food security Health, WASH 

Intermediate  WASH  

Low  Nutrition, protection, shelter 

and NFI 

Shelter and NFI 

Very low  Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Al 
Karameh 

Aqqrabat Bab al 
Hawa 

Bab al 
Hawa 
(Low) 

Karameh Al Naser Al Salam 

       
Sanitation Health Health WASH Sanitation Food Sanitation 
Health NFI WASH Health Health Sanitation NFI 
Food Food NFI Food Food Health Food 
 

 

 

Population figures Idleb 

2011 Gov. records  2,072,000 
2004 census 1,258,427 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 400,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 300,000 

IDPs (J-RANS II) 900,000 

IDPs in camps (WFP) 25,000 
 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , UNRWA 2012/12/16, J-
RANS II 2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26 
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http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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Sector information 

 

Health 

 In Idleb province, 164 cases of measles were reported by MSF in May, and this figure 
increased in June. The new surge in measles in the Idleb area is probably due to the 
continuous arrival of displaced people. (MSF 2013/06/18) 

 During the J-RANS II, health was identified as a very high priority for intervention, with 
medicines perceived as the main priority by key informants. By the end of April, 2 out of 
4 public hospitals were out of service. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 Of the 8 camps assessed in the governorate, only 3 had medical points on-site.  
Doctors occasionally visit some of the other camps.  Reported health concerns include 
diarrhoea, skin diseases, Leishmaniasis and respiratory diseases. (ACU 2013/05) 

Food security 

 Food baskets and flour were identified as urgent intervention priorities in the assessed 
J-RANS II sub-districts. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 Repairing the water system and fuel for water pumps were intermediate priorities for 
intervention as mentioned by key informants. With regard to sanitation, garbage 
collection was mentioned as a required intervention. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Protection  

 Specific protection concerns identified in Idleb are the protection of civilians, lack of law 
and order and UXOs. In the IDP camps, tensions between the landowners and IDPs 
and clashes in and around the camps were reported. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, INGO 
2013/05/23) 

Shelter and NFI 

 Analysis of satellite imaginary from Athmeh IDP camp showed a 42% increase in the 
number of shelters between 9 March and 10 May 2013. By 10 May, over 3,000 shelters 
were identified as well as 68 infrastructure and support buildings within the 64 hectares 

of the camp. (UNOSAT 2013/07/10) 

 At the time of the J-RANS II assessment in March and April, 41% of private buildings 
were damaged or destroyed and the lack of access to adequate shelter was identified 
as a pressing concern. 45% of public infrastructure such as schools and health centres 
was damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 All IDP camps are reportedly overcrowded and the available tents are often of poor 
quality. Electricity is often unavailable. In Taiba, a large number of IDPs are reportedly 
residing outside of the camp, without access to proper shelter. (INGO 2013/05) 

 

Education 

 Education has been severely disrupted in Idleb: 60% of schools in the governorate 
were damaged or used as shelters as of 5 March 2013 according to UNICEF. This was 
confirmed during the J-RANS II, as 56% of schools in assessed areas were no longer 
functional. (UNICEF 2013/03/15, UNICEF 2013/03/15, J-RANS II 2013/05/22)  

 In 3 out of 8 IDP camps in the governorate, schools have been established. (ACU 

2013/05) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information Gaps 
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Lattakia 

 
Conflict developments: 

 Opposition forces have repeatedly launched operations in the Lattakia countryside but 
the city has remained largely untouched. Clashes erupted this month in the northern 
countryside in areas such as al-Furunluq and al-Kabeer River and in the towns of Bait 
Shurooq, Al-Suda, Al-Shahroora and Azzobar village and other areas where armed 
forces are positioned. (SANA 2013/06/04, Al-Jazeera 2013/06/18, Daily Star 2013/06/18, SANA 
2013/06/18) 

 A loud explosion was heard near a military school in Bassa region on the outskirts of 
Lattakia on 19 June, but the cause of the blast was unclear. (Daily Star 2013/06/18, Al-
akhbar 2013/06/20) 

 The governorate is the ancestral home of President al-Assad's family and the Alawite 
sect, and the majority of the governorate is under Government control. The opposition 
claimed to have made gains in recent months, capturing many Alawite-dominated 
villages in Lattakia, but have struggled to dislodge Government forces from positions in 
the mountains. (Jordan Times 2013/05/04,MSF 2013/01/17, Daily Telegraph 2013/01/08) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: The situation remains calm and UNRWA 

continues to deliver services, in addition to providing shelter to 206 displaced refugees 
from Ein el Tal. (UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

Operational Constraints 

 In April, humanitarian access was severely constrained in the few areas visited during 
the J-RANS II, primarily due to restriction of movement for relief agencies, active 
hostilities affecting humanitarian assistance and violence against relief agency 
personnel, facilities and assets. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

Displacement 

 The IDPs in the governorate are mainly from Aleppo. A large part is residing in a sports 
centre in the city of Lattakia. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 OCHA indicates that there were around 70,000 IDPs in Lattakia by 16 April. According 
to the J-RANS II 75,800, IDPs were residing in 7 sub-districts assessed, most of them 
in Lattakia city.  (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 There is at least one IDP camp in Lattakia, Yamadia. This camp hosts over 11,000 
IDPs and around 750 IDPs are residing in surrounding areas. (ACU 2013/05) 

Needs 

Number of people in need OCHA:        200,000  
Number of people living in areas in need J-RANS II:        20,000
   

Priorities for Intervention 

 

Sector information 

Livelihoods and Food security 

 As in the rest of the country, the price of 
basic food commodities has increased, 
with a significant rise in dairy prices (cheese price at SYP700 (USD3.8 at an exchange 
rate of SYP180 per USD1)), 1 litre of milk is SYP70 (USD 0.4)). However, price 
increases for subsidised bread appear to have remained limited: on average 23 SYP 
(USD 0.13), compared to 15 SYP (USD 0.08) before the crisis, presumably because 
the Government remains in control of most of the governorate. (Al-Watan Newspaper 
2013/06/18) 

 IDPs in the city rely on donations. Some IDP children are reportedly begging for food; 
others sell chewing gums, napkins and milk. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 Trade in NGO food vouchers has been reported, at a price of SYP 100-500 per 
vouchers. (Al-Watan Newspaper 2013/06/11) 

 During the J-RANS I, it was found that Lattakia governorate was only moderately 
affected by the conflict and was regularly supplied with food products. However, food 

Population figures Lattakia 

2011 Gov. records  1,229,000 
2004 census 879,551 
Palestinian refugees >10,000 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 

 

Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 165,400 
IDPs (OCHA) 70,000 
IDPs (J-RANS) 75,800 
 
Sources : CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004, 

UNRWA n.d. J-RANS II 
2013/05/22,OCHA 2013/04/26   Priority 

J-RANS II  

(March/April 2013, 7 sub-districts) 

J-RANS I* 

(February 2013, 5 sub-districts) 

Very high  Food security Food security, health 

High Health  

Intermediate  Nutrition, shelter and NFI Shelter and NFI 

Low  Protection WASH 

Very low  WASH, Education  

*Nutrition, protection and education were not included in the J-RANS I 

Information Gaps 
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http://www.aljazeera.net/news/pages/81e20795-d477-40b9-b139-591039725999
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http://www.acu-sy.org/Files/NSCP_May2013.pdf
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http://www.cbssyr.org/yearbook/2011/Data-Chapter2/TAB-1-2-2011.htm
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://www.unrwa.org/etemplate.php?id=148
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/joint-rapid-needs-assessment-northern-syria-ii-final-report
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
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security was identified as an urgent priority in the few sub-districts assessed during the 
J-RANS II. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22, J-RANS 2013/02/17) 

 In May, it was reported that monthly food baskets were delivered to the IDP camp and 
surrounding areas, which adequately meets the needs of the IDPs. However, camp 
residents were reportedly concerned about the sustainability of the food distribution 
because of nearby conflict affecting supply routes. (ACU 2013/05) 

Health: 

 Although health infrastructure throughout the governorate has remained largely intact, 
the lack of medicines and health equipment is hampering access to healthcare. (J-RANS 
II 2013/05/22) 

 2 hospitals in Lattakia are partially damaged and 1 is out of service out of the 6 
hospitals. There are 3 partially damaged and 6 out service health centres out of 118 in 
total. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 There were no significant health concerns reported by the IDPs in camp during the 
camp assessment, although cases of skin disease and diarrhoea were frequently 
reported. The main concern of the medical staff in the camp was the lack of capacity to 
deal with serious medical conditions such as cancer. (ACU 2013/05) 

Shelter and NFI  

 High rents in Lattakia were reported, up to 3 times the price pre-crisis, due to the influx 
of IDPs - while rent prices were between SYP10,000 (USD56) and SYP25,000  (USD 
139) before March 2011, rents within the city currently exceed SYP 75,000 (USD417). 
(Al-Watan Newspaper 2013/06/11) 

 The large majority of the 75,000 IDPs identified were residing in vacated buildings 
(51,750), and only 3,000 were living in collective centres. The remainder (21,800) were 
hosted by local families. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

 46% of public infrastructure and 51% of the private buildings assessed under J-RANS II 
were damaged or destroyed. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) However, as only a small number of 
sub-districts were assessed, this high figure is not necessarily illustrative of the rest of 
the governorate.   

 Within the IDP camp, tents are reportedly of poor quality and there are problems with 
drainage. (ACU 2013/05) 

Protection 

 Psychosocial support was mentioned as a very high priority for intervention, followed by 
the presence of UXO. (J-RANS II 2013/05/22) 

WASH 

 IDPs residing in and around the Yamadia camp receive the majority or all of their water 
from the nearby river. This river is expected to run dry in the summer and alternative 
solutions are urgently required. (ACU 2013/05) 

Quneitra  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 A mortar shell exploded in the Israeli-occupied Golan Heights on June 20. Reports 
suggest it was not intentionally aimed at Israeli troops. (Daily Star 2013/06/20) 

 On June 6, opposition forces fought with Government troops and took over the Quneitra 
crossing, the only crossing along the Israel-Syria ceasefire line in the Golan Heights. 
The army retook it on the same day. Fierce fighting took place in Quneitra town nearby. 
(2013/06/06 Daily Star) 

 The conflict and security incidents involving peacekeepers led Austria to announce it 
was withdrawing its 377 troops from the 1,000-strong UN Disengagement Observer 
Force (UNDOF), which is observing a four-decade-old ceasefire between Syria and 
Israel. UNDOF peacekeepers from the Philippines and India were wounded by mortar 
shrapnel in fighting for the strategic border crossing, The Government of the Philippines 

stated it was also considering pulling out its 341-strong contingent. (AFP 2013/06/07)  

Operation constraints 

No governorate specific information available  

Sector information 

 Displacement: Local NGOs reported a 

huge influx of people due to currently 
ongoing fighting in the region, with an estimated 2,000 families moving from the 
western part of the governorate further east. This is in addition to the existing 7,000 
families who fled from rural Damascus. The newly arrived households are in need of 
basic supplies. (UNICEF 2013/06/12) 

 Health: The only hospital in Quneitra remains fully functioning. 14 of 54 health centres 

are either partially damaged or out of service. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 

Population figures Quneitra 

2011 Gov. records 489,000 
2004 census  66,627 
Palestinian refugees None 

reported 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 47,300 
IDPs  (OCHA) 30,000 

 
Sources: GeoHives 2010, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d ,OCHA 2013/04/26 
 

Information Gaps 
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Rural Damascus 

Conflict developments 

 The Government has been trying to gain control of areas around Damascus and 
managed to retake control over large areas of the opposition stronghold Eastern 
Ghouta, including the towns of Ahmadieh and Khamsie. Fierce battles and shelling 
continue mostly in Eastern Ghouta (including Bait Sahem, Mleiha, Harasta, Zamalka, 
Douma, Adra, Irbeen), the south including Western Ghouta (Hojaira, Babilla Yarmouk 
and Husseinieh camps, Daraya Assali, Qaddam and Muadamiat Sham, Sayyeda 
Zainab) and the region of Barada Valley including Zabadani in the northwest. Douma in 
Eastern Ghouta has been reportedly under Government siege.  (Al-akhbar 2013/05/31, 
Daily Star 2013/06/02, Al-akhbar 2013/06/04, Al-jazeera 2013/06/04, SANA 2013/06/04, Al-
jazeera 2013/06/05,Al-jazeera 2013/06/06, Al-akhbar 2013/06/08, Al-akhbar 2013/06/18, Daily 
Star 2013/06/18, Al-akhbar 2013/06/21) 

 The Government also accelerated its offensive to secure the area around the Shiite 
pilgrimage site Sayyida Zeinab by retaking the villages of Zayabiya and Babila, 16 km 
south of the capital. Hezbollah fighters joined Government forces in defending the Shii 
shrine. Government forces supposedly cleared armed groups out of one adjacent 
neighbourhood, al-Bahdaliya, while the FSA progressed in the fields of Beit Sahem. 
Opposition forces claimed they took control of the Khomeini hospital in Thyabieh, south 
of the shrine, from which they were battling Government forces. (Daily Star 2013/06/20, Al-
Jazeera 2013/06/20) 

 The Qalamoun mountainous region witnessed repeated clashes and shelling 
specifically in Jayroud, Qara, Yabroud and Nabk this month. This region is an 
opposition stronghold and is expected to be a new front after the battle of Homs. 
Jayrood, 55 km north of Damascus towards Homs, with an estimated population of 
40,000 people, and more than 100,000  IDPs was attacked by the FSA on 10 June and 
most of the residents fled to an area about 5 km from the city. The SAF was said to 
have taken control of Jayroud and families returned back home. (Al-akhbar 2013/06/14, 
Al-jazeera 2013/06/17 ,Al-akhbar 2013/06/10, Al-akhbar 2013/06/11) 

 Situation in Palestinian refugee camps: SAF operations and shelling continue 

against opposition forces around major Palestinian camps (such as Khan Al-Sheikh, 
Khan Danoun, Taybeh, and Sayyeda Zainab). On 19 June 2013, Khan Eshieh 
Palestine refugee camp was shelled. One shell hit an UNRWA school accommodating 

260 displaced Palestine refugees causing a number of causalities. Sbeineh Camp 
continues to be completely cut off, and access to several other camps is severely 
restricted. (SANA 2013/06/18, UNRWA 2013/05/06, UNRWA 2013/05/10, Al-akhbar 2013/05/04, 
UNRWA 2013/06/21 (UNRWA 2013/06/16) 

Operational constraints 

 The humanitarian situation is deteriorating in rural Damascus and several locations are 
increasingly difficult to access. There are over 1.2 million people in rural Damascus in 
urgent need of humanitarian assistance. Due to ongoing hostilities, an estimated 5,000 
families in Muadamiah have pressing humanitarian needs and have not received 
sufficient assistance for many months. UN agencies have submitted 3 official requests 
to the Syrian Government to access the area and deliver life-saving assistance. The 
UN-led convoys carrying relief items have been rescheduled 7 times since then, 
awaiting official clearance from the concerned authorities. (OCHA 2013/06/13) 

 Several areas, including Douma, east of the capital, are under siege, hampering access 
to civilians and the delivery of relief items. (Daily Star 2013/06/18) 

 Access to Sbeineh and Husseiniyeh camps was completely blocked by security forces 
in May, and access to Khan Al Sheih was only occasionally possible. (UNRWA 
2013/05/19) 

Displacement 

 IDPs in contested areas of rural Damascus fled to relatively safer areas including 
Qudsayya and the Qalamoun mountainous area. (Assafir 2013/06/11) 

 The violence in Khan Eshieh camp, deaths and injuries prompted further displacement 
of Palestinians from the camp. (UNRWA 2013/06/21) 

 According to OCHA, there were over 700,000 IDPs in rural Damascus in April, a 67% 
increase from March (over 423,000 IDPs in March were registered in March according 
to MoLA).  (OCHA 2013/04/26, MoLA 2013/03/10) 

Needs  

 Around 1.2 million Syrians living in the eastern rural Damascus are in need of urgent 
humanitarian assistance while OCHA's estimate in April is around 1.4 million of people 
in need. (UNICEF 2013/06/16) 

 People in areas of rural Damascus are reportedly without water, medicine, electricity, 
food and telecommunications and livelihoods diminished after farms were burned and 

factories destroyed. (Assafir 2013/06/11, Daily Star 2013/06/18) 

 

 

 

 

 

Population figures Damascus 
(rural) 

2011 Gov. records 1,877,000 
2004 census  2,273,074 
Palestinian refugees >243,458 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 
 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need(OCHA) 1,400,000 
IDPs (OCHA) 700,000 
 
Sources: CBSS 2011, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d , OCHA 2013/04/26, UNRWA 
2012/12/16, UNICEF 2012/12/07,   
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Sector information 

 Protection: Douma, east of Damascus city, is reportedly under a tight Government 

siege, and movement is severely restricted. As a result of the siege, critical shortages 
of food and medicines have been reported. (Daily Star 2013/06/18)  

 Livelihoods and Food Security: Some wheat storages have been damaged, 

including the granary in Adra (Eastern Ghouta) with a storage capacity of 200,000 tons 
of seeds, which supplies wheat to Damascus mills. Substitute granaries are used 
instead in Al-Kesweh and Sbaineh (Western Ghouta). (Al-Watan Newspaper 2013/06/11) 

 A shortage of bread has been reported throughout the governorate and 6 bakeries have 
been closed in Mleiha and another one in Irbeen due to problems in transport of flour. 
Some traders are also selling the bread which is used as animal feed at a higher price 
(SYP45) (25% of the bread is sold as fodder), while the bread is sold at SYP 15 for 
citizens.  (Al-Watan Newspaper 2013/06/17, Daily Star 2013/06/18) 

 Shelter: Total damage of the governorate's infrastructure amounted to about SYP 200 

billion, including SYP170 in private property and SYP 30 in public infrastructure. (Al-
Watan Newspaper 2013/06/4) 

 WASH: Damage to WASH infrastructure is particularly severe in Rural Damascus and 

availability of water has decreased to one third of pre-crisis levels. In parts of Rural 
Damascus, the lack of rubbish collection and shortage of dustbins is an increasing 
concern. (WHO 2013/04/10, OCHA 2013/04/26) 

 Health: Only one out of 7 hospitals in Rural Damascus is still functioning properly 

without having incurred any damage. There are still 175 health centres claimed to be 
working as well. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

 

Tartous 

 

 

Conflict developments 

 Despite the influx of IDPs, and last month’s violence, the Government stronghold of 
Tartous is one of the governorates least affected by the conflict.  The port in Tartous, 
the most important in Syria, is still fully operational. The governorate is separated from 
the rest of the country by a mountain range and the Orontes River and security forces 
are continuously tightening a ring of more than 40 checkpoints around the area.  The 
governorate has become an important refuge for IDPs from Alawite Shii, Christian and 
other minority backgrounds. (Foreign Affairs 2012/07/18, NYT 2012/12/22)  

Operational constraints 

 The customs clearance of commodities arriving at the port of Tartous has been subject 
to some delays during the past month. (WFP 2013/06/05) 

 Clashes on the main route between Tartous and Damascus could significantly disrupt 
the movement of WFP cargo from Tartous Port to WFP’s warehouse in the capital city. 
(WFP 2013/05/10) 

Displacement 

 Tartous governorate has continued to register an inflow of families fleeing the conflict in 
other parts of the country. There are more than 500,000 IDPs in the governorate 
according to local sources. Most IDPs are from Homs, Hama, Idleb, Aleppo, Ar-Raqqa, 
and Deir-Ez-Zor, with women and children accounting for the 
largest percentage. (UNICEF 2013/05/30, Al-Akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 An initial wave of IDPs left Banias for Tartous City on 4 May. According to humanitarian 
agencies, some IDPs originating in Banias have been unable to cross Government 
checkpoints and access Tartous City. (OCHA 2013/05/06) 
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Population figures Tartous 
2010 Gov. records 785,000 
2004 census  701,395 
Palestinian refugees None 

registered 

Other refugees Unknown 
Migrants Unknown 

 
Number of affected (estimates) 

In need (OCHA) 104,500 
IDPs (OCHA) 90,000 

 
Sources : GeoHives 2010, CBSS 2004,  

UNRWA n.d ,OCHA 2013/04/26, UNICEF 
2013/01/25 
 

http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Middle-East/2013/Jun-18/220798-syria-regime-in-push-to-crush-rebels-near-damascus-activists.ashx#axzz2X13ItQkd
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2299
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=2490
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=1954
http://www.alwatan.sy/view.aspx?id=1954
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/syrian_arab_republic_donorupdate9april2013.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-humanitarian-needs-overview-26-april-2013
http://www.foreignaffairs.com/features/letters-from/syrias-alawite-refuge
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/12/23/world/middleeast/syrian-resort-town-is-stronghold-for-alawites.html?pagewanted=all&_r=0
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/WFP%20Response%20Inside%20Syria%20and%20in%20Neighbouring%20Countries.pdf
https://www.wfp.org/news/news-release/wfp-distributes-emergency-food-assistance-syrians-fleeing-tartous
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria)
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185242
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
http://www.geohive.com/cntry/syria.aspx
http://cod.humanitarianresponse.info/country-region/syrian-arab-republic
http://assessments.humanitarianresponse.info/files/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Needs%20Overview%20April%202013_0.pdf
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/dire-situation-children-syrian-arab-republic-even-where-there-no
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/dire-situation-children-syrian-arab-republic-even-where-there-no
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Sector information 

Livelihoods and food security 

 The price of foodstuffs (rice, beans, tea, vegetable oil) has increased by 100% in 

Tartous. Lack of bread is a major problem. There are unprecedented queues at all the 

bakeries in the province and people have reported that the bread is of poor quality in 
most bakeries. (Tishreen 2013/06/11, Tishreen 2013/06/02)  

 Agricultural production costs increased by 300% in Tartous due to packaging costs, 
seeds prices, pesticides and labour costs. (Tishreen 2013/06/09) 

Shelter 

 21 shelters have been established in the governorate to accommodate families that 
have no means of renting their own accommodation. However, this is insufficient to 
host all those in need. (UNICEF 2013/05/30, OCHA 2013/05/06) 

 Some IDPs are living in military camps and there are reports of IDPs living in an 
unfinished tunnel. (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 Most gas stations are closed and fuel is in high demand. (Tishreen 2013/06/17) 

Health 

 Due to internal population movement and limited access of patients to healthcare, an 
increasing number of Cutaneous Leishmaniasis cases have been reported among IDPs 
in Tartous governorate, where the disease was previously unreported. (WHO 2013/06/04) 

 IDPs have reported a lack of diabetes medicine. (Al-Akhbar 2013/06/18) 

 There are 6 hospitals functioning properly in Tartous. Only 1 out of 159 health centres 
is partially damaged. (WHO/MOH 2013/04/30) 

WASH  

 WASH services for IDPs continue to be of major concern. According to an assessment 
by UNHCR, families in communal shelters face considerable overcrowding and 
precarious water and sanitation conditions. (UNICEF 2013/05/30) 

Education  

 At the start of May, over 30,000 IDP children registered in Tartous schools, forcing 
school administrators to set up a double-shift system. Due to sustained IDP influx and 
pressures from the existing IDP population, health and education services in the 

governorate are completely overstretched and reported to be reaching breaking point. 
(OCHA 2013/05/06) 
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http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289675
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/288871
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/289471
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria)
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185242
http://tishreen.news.sy/tishreen/public/read/290194
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/who-warns-increased-risk-disease-epidemics-syria-and-neighbouring
http://www.al-akhbar.com/node/185242
http://reliefweb.int/report/syrian-arab-republic/syria-regional-crisis-bi-weekly-humanitarian-situation-report-syria)
http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Syria%20Humanitarian%20Bulletin%20-%20Issue%20%2324.pdf
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Previous SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                      January 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)                   February 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)            March 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II) – Summary version            April 2013 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)               May 2013 

 Baseline data Syria                      January 2013 

 Scenarios                       February 2013 

 Thematic report: Legal status of individuals fleeing Syria          June 2013 

 Thematic report: Aleppo Governorate Profile             April 2013  
 

Forthcoming SNAP reports 
 

 RAS (Part I and Part II)      End July 2013 
The RAS report will be updated on a monthly basis 

 Thematic report: Livelihoods and economy in Syria                   TBC 

 Thematic report: Relief actors in Syria                     TBC 
 

Map data sources 
 

Administration: OCHA Common Operational Datasets. Oil and Gas: Lynx 
Information Systems Ltd. Infrastructure: Global Energy Observatory, OCHA, 
Global Security.  Key conflict areas: Multiple media sources. Ethnicity: GeoEPR. 

Definitions 
In this report the term opposition forces is used to refer to all armed groups and 
individuals engaged in armed conflict against the Syrian Government 
 

Annex A - Definitions Humanitarian Profile 

Affected 

The number of affected refers to people affected by the violence in Syria. The 
number of affected can be divided in two groups: those non-displaced and those 
displaced. 

Non-Displaced 

The non-displaced include all those within Syria that have been, directly or 
indirectly, affected by the conflict, including those who have been injured, have lost 
access to essential services, and those whose vulnerability has increased due to 
the impact of the unrest on livelihoods and access to essential services (OCHA 

2012/06/05). In addition, this group should include the host community, the people 
who are part of a community or family receiving affected people.  Due to the stress 
placed on the host families and communities, they are considered part of the 
humanitarian caseload.  As there is currently no information available on the needs 
of the host community, this group is however currently excluded from this 
humanitarian profile. 

Displaced 

Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) are those persons or groups of persons who 
are residing in Syria but who have been forced or obliged to flee or to leave their 
homes or places of habitual residence as a result of or in order to avoid the effects 
of armed conflict (OCHA 2004).  

Refugees and Asylum Seekers are those who owing to a well-founded fear of 

being persecuted for reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a 

particular social group or political opinion, is outside Syria, and is unable to, or 

owing to such fear, is unwilling to avail himself of the protection of that country. (UN 

1951) For the purpose of this document, the category ‘refugees’ includes those 

registered, awaiting registration as well as those unregistered – despite the fact 

that unregistered Syrians are technically not refugees as their refugee status has 

not been established. Within this group, the Iraqi and Palestinian refugees are in a 

specifically vulnerable position, both within Syria and outside.  

Others of Concern - Persons who have been displaced by the emergency and 
form part of the humanitarian caseload, but do not fall into either of the above 
categories (e.g. migrants, returnees). 

 

 

Methodology – This desk study presents estimations of scale, severity and likely impact of a 

disaster.  It aims to inform decision making for preparedness and emergency response and intends 
to complement and integrate assessment-related data from other agencies.  Feedback to improve 
the RAS is welcome (snap@acaps.org). 

Disclaimer – Information provided is provisional as it has not been possible to independently 

verify field reports.  As this report covers highly dynamic subject, utility of the information may 
decrease with time.  

References – ACAPS and MapAction would like to thank all organisations who have provided 

input to this report.  Please note that all sources which are available online are hyperlinked 
(underlined, in brackets).  Information sourced as PI refers to personal interviews with key 
informants.  
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