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PRESS STATEMENT 
 

1. The Peace and Security Council of the African Union (AU), at its 494th meeting held on 24 
March 2015, was briefed by the Commission on the prevailing situation in the Abyei Area and the 
evolution of the related international efforts. Council also listened to the statements made by the 
representatives of Sudan and South Sudan, as well as by the representative of Ethiopia as Troop 
Contributing Country (TCC) to the United Nations Interim Security Force for Abyei (UNISFA). 
 
2. Council recalled all its earlier pronouncements on the situation in the Abyei Area, including 
the relevant provisions of communiqués PSC/MIN/COMM.1(CCCLXXXVII)-Rev.1, PSC/AHG/COMM/ 
2.(CCCXCVII), PSC/PR/COMM.(CDIII) and PSC/PR/COMM.(CDLVI), adopted at its 387th, 397th, 403rd 
and 456th meetings, held on 29 July, 26 September, 26 October 2013, and 12 September 2014, 
respectively, as well as press statement PSC/PR/BR.(CDV)-Rev.1 adopted at its 405th meeting held on 
6 November 2013. 

 
3. Council expressed deep concern at the volatility of the security situation in the Abyei Area, 
marked by the occurrence of several security incidents over the past months, including killings, 
abductions and raiding of livestock in various villages, as well as by continued tension between the 
local communities. Council strongly condemned all acts of violence committed in the Abyei Area, 
and urged all concerned to exercise utmost restraint and desist from unilateral and any other 
actions which are likely to heighten tension in the Area and complicate the search for a negotiated 
solution consistent with the commitments entered into by the Parties.    

 
4.  Council also expressed deep concern over the lack of implementation of key provisions of 
the 20 June 2011 Agreement between the Government of Sudan and the Sudan Peoples’ Liberation 
Movement on Temporary Arrangements for the Administration and Security of the Abyei Area, 
especially those relating to the establishment of the Abyei Area Administration, Council, and Police 
Service, which is expected to take over policing functions throughout the Abyei Area. Council noted 
that the resulting vacuum, in terms of public administration and the rule of law, is seriously affecting 
security and stability in the Area and posing additional challenges to UNISFA. Accordingly, Council, 
once again, called on the Governments of Sudan and South Sudan to urgently take the necessary 
steps for the establishment of the agreed structures. Council further encouraged the Governments 
of Sudan and South Sudan to pursue their efforts towards reaching an agreement on the final status 
of the Abyei Area, under the auspices of the AU High-Level Implementation Panel (AUHIP).  

 
5. Council underlined the critical role of the Abyei Joint Oversight Committee (AJOC) in 
addressing the current challenges and creating conditions conducive for the search of a lasting 
solution. Council welcomed the appointment, by the Government of South Sudan, of an AJOC 
co-Chair, to work with his Sudanese counterpart. Council expressed full support to the ongoing 
efforts of the AU-designated AJOC Facilitator, towards the convening of an AJOC meeting in Addis 
Ababa, from 29 to 30 March 2015. Council called on the Parties to seize that opportunity to agree on 
the immediate commencement of inter-communal dialogue, as directed by the Heads of State of 
Sudan and South Sudan.    
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6. Council commended UNISFA for its outstanding work on the ground to stabilize Abyei, 
including efforts through engagement with local community leaders, facilitation of peaceful 
migration throughout the Area, deterrence and other related activities. Council expressed gratitude 
to Ethiopia and to other TCCs for their continued commitment. Council strongly condemned all 
attacks against UNISFA, welcomed the decision of the UN Security Council, in resolution 2205 (2015) 
of 26 February 2015, to extend the mandate of UNISFA until 15 July 2015, encouraged UNISFA to 
continue to take measures as necessary to ensure security in the Abyei Area, and demanded that 
the Parties extend full cooperation to the Force in the discharge of its mandate.   

 
7. Council, recalling communiqué PSC/PR/COMM.(CCCLXXIV) of 7 May 2013 and the concerns 
expressed therein over reports that the communities living in Abyei are heavily armed, as well as the 
relevant provisions of the 20 June 2011 Agreement, reiterated its full support to the AJOC’s decision 
of 3 May 2013 declaring Abyei as a weapons-free Area. Council requested the Governments of 
Sudan and South Sudan to take all steps required to ensure that Abyei is fully demilitarized.   

 
8. Council noted the prevailing humanitarian situation, commended the humanitarian agencies 
extending assistance to the affected populations, and underlined the importance of the voluntary 
and safe return of all displaced populations. Council further underlined the importance of continued 
efforts to ensure peaceful and orderly migrations through the Abyei Area. 
 
9. Council noted the completion of the work conducted by the Investigation Committee 
established in pursuance of communiqué PSC/PR/COMM.(CCCLXXIV), to shed light on the killing of 
Chief Koul Deng Koul and UNISFA personnel. Council requested the Commission to engage the 
Parties on the findings and recommendations of the investigation, with a view to preventing the 
repeat of similar incidents, bearing in mind the need to promote stability and reconciliation in the 
Abyei Area.   
 


