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“Everyone is armed here and law and order is difficult to come by, and without 
peace, we will continue to live in fear and frequent displacement from our 
homes,” says Sumilalau Talambo, a 65-year-old farmer in Maguindanao province 
of Mindanao. A father of seven, he grows rice and corn for living in one of the 
poorest and most crisis-prone communities of the Philippines.

“Every time I return home, 
I have to start from 

scratch. Our meager 
resources get eroded 

each time we are 
displaced and our 

resilience 
weakens year 

after year.” 

“We fled fighting between government forces 
and the BIFF. We were displaced for 4 

months, during which I had to leave my 3 ha 
land fallow”

As a young man, Sumilalau grew up as an IDP during 
the 70s armed conflict. Now in his old age, he is hoping 
that the conflict will stop so that his family and grandchildren 
will not experience the same plight.

SSB is flooded 
annually by rain and 
excess water flow 
from the Ala and 
Kapingkong rivers, 
which meet in the 
adjacent 
Lambayong 
municipality before 
draining into 
Liguasan Marsh.
 
Sumilalau lives in 
Barangay 
Kulambog, one of 
the five barangays 
inundated by 
flooding in late June.

With a long history of conflict 
and natural disasters, the 

Autonomous Region in 
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) 

is the poorest region in 
the Philippines.

Maguindanao, the 
province where 

Sumilalau is from, 
has a poverty 

incidence of 63.7%. 
The national 

average 
is 25%.
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Sumilalau lives in Sultan Sa Barongis (SSB), one of 
the poorest municipalities in Maguindanao with a 

population of 22,000.

SSB is located next to Liguasan 
Marsh, the drainage basin of the 

Mindanao river. The marsh is a 
suspected hideout of the 

Bangsomoro Islamic 
Freedon Fighters  

(BIFF) group, from 
where it launches 

attacks on 
government 

forces.

20131970s 2015

Sumilalau can only 
harvest 20 out of the 
planned 80 sacks of 
corn after the recent 
flood.

Ever since the 2013 conflict 
damaged the electrical 

posts, the farm has 
not had electricity. 
They have to rely 

on solar power.

All the rice varieties Similalua planted in May were 
destroyed in the flood and would not be suitable for 
harvest
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“I was expecting to harvest 80 sacks of corn from my 1 ha plot 
equivalent to 84,000 pesos. I have also lost 2 ha rice field I 

prepared this season expecting to harvest totaling to 80,000 
pesos”
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becomes 60 km if the 
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Philippines: Floods and Conflict: A farmer’s story from Sultan Sa Barongis, Maguindanao


