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Partners seek to combat rising polio cases 
Four main ‘reservoir’ areas of wild poliovrus (type 1) prioritized in eradication 
campaign 

While Pakistan has made significant progress towards the eradication of the wild 
poliovirus type 3, which has not been reported in the country since April 2012, 'reservoir' 
areas for the poliovirus type 1 remain and are considered to be of top priority if Pakistan 
is to eradicate polio. Such persistent wild poliovirus (type 1) transmission in Pakistan is 
restricted to Karachi (specifically Gadap Union Council), the Quetta Block (Quetta, 
Pishin and Killa Abdullah), KP, and FATA.  

The volatile security situation and targeting of frontline health workers and security 
personnel in affected areas has resulted in the establishment of provincial and district 
security committees to engage law enforcement agencies and police forces in campaign 
planning and implementation.  

Two new wild polio cases (type 1) reported 

In November, three new wild polio cases (type 1) were reported; two from Punjab 
(District Toba Tek Singh) and one from FATA (North Waziristan Agency). This brings the 
total number of wild polio cases to 59 in 2013 in 17 districts/towns/tribal agencies 
(“areas”) as compared to 56 cases in 2012 spread over  28 areas this time last year. 

Further, genomic sequencing of the recent polio outbreak in Syria indicates that the 
virus isolated there is closely linked to a virus detected in environmental samples in 
Egypt in December 2012. Those samples were linked to wild poliovirus circulating in 
Pakistan as was the poliovirus detected in environmental samples in Israel, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in February 2013.  

As long as polio exists in 

enclaves like North 

Waziristan, where 

vaccinators have been 

unable to reach children 

for more than a year and 

where cases are on the 

rise, the world will 

always be at risk of 

outbreaks. 


