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Introduction 

In this issue, a general overview of outbreaks that occurred within the 

WHO African Region between January - April 2014 is provided as well as 

a summary of ongoing outbreaks as reported by Member States.  

Overview of reported outbreaks in WHO African Region 

Based on data received from the Early Warning System through the Event 

Management System (EMS)*, 36 public health events were reported to the 

Regional Office between January and April 2014 of which 91% (33 / 36) 

were due to infectious diseases; cholera being the most frequently report-

ed event. The distribution of these events  is shown in figure 1 below.  

*EMS is a WHO web-based application that supports the process of epi-
demic intelligence detection, verification, risk assessment and monitoring.  

Fig. 1. Geographic distribution of acute public health events in the 

WHO African Region, January - April 2014 
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From 01 January - 11 May 2014, a total of 28 793 cholera cases including 438 deaths (CFR: 1.5%) were re-

ported from 16 countries in the region. Nigeria and DR Congo  accounted for 95% (27 687 / 28 793) of cases 

and  87% (403 / 438) of deaths. The distribution of cholera cases and deaths is shown in figures 2 and 3.  

Cholera 

Fig. 3. Distribution of cholera cases and deaths by country, 01 January - 11 May 2014 

In response to cholera outbreaks, WHO and partners continue to provide support  to the respective Ministries 

of Health in the areas of coordination, surveillance, case management, and social mobilization. A meeting on 

Oral Cholera Vaccine (OCV) stockpile management was held in Kinshasa from 20 to 25 April 2014. The 

countries of central Africa where frequent cholera outbreaks occur participated in the meeting.   

Fig 2. Geographic distribution of cholera cases in the WHO 

African Region, 01 January - 11 May 2014 
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Ebola Virus Disease in West Africa  

As of 21 May 2014, the Ministry of Health (MOH) of Guinea has reported a cumulative total of 258 clinical 

cases ( 146 confirmed, 67 probable and 45 suspected) of Ebola virus disease (EVD), including 174 deaths 

( 95 confirmed, 57 probable and 22 suspected). The distribution of cases and deaths by affected districts is 

shown in table 1 and figure 4.  
 

On 21 May 2014, WHO was notified of a new cluster of cases in Telimele district located 200kms from Cona-

kry. A total of 3 cases (2 confirmed and 1 suspected ) have been so far reported in Telimele. Outbreak inves-

tigations are being conducted.  

Guinea 

* under investigation 

Newly affected district  

Table 1. Distribution of cases and deaths by district 

Fig 4. Geographic distribution of Ebola Virus Disease 

cases in Guinea and Liberia 
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Following the confirmation of the last cases on 9 April 2014, no new case or death attributable to EVD have 

been reported. Thus, two incubation periods (42 days) have passed meaning the outbreak could be declared 

over by the Government of Liberia in accordance with the international health regulations. The total number of 

cases reported were 12 including 9 deaths as shown in table 2. of these, six  cases from Lofa and Margibi 

were laboratory confirmed, 2 cases from Lofa were probable and 4 cases from Bong, Lofa and Nimba were 

suspected.   

Liberia 

In response to the EVD outbreak in West Africa, the Ministries of Health of Liberia and Guinea reactivated 

their epidemic management committees; developed EVD response plans; enhanced their surveillance sys-

tems; established isolation facilities for case management and increased public health awareness activities. 

WHO and other partners continue to provide guidance to Liberia, Guinea and other countries at risk in the 

areas of coordination, cross-border collaboration and implementation of EVD preventive and control 

measures detailed in the national EVD response plans. Specifically, WHO has deployed 125 multi-disciplinary 

experts and a large range of medical supplies, including personal protective equipment (PPE)  to support 

EVD response operations. In addition, WHO supported resource mobilization activities which resulted into 

mobilization of funds from different donors.  

Table 2. Distribution of cases and deaths by district 



 

 

Disease Surveillance and Response                           Outbreak Bulletin 

1. Dengue Fever in Mozambique and Tanzania 

Mozambique 

The Ministry of Health of Mozambique informed WHO of an outbreak of dengue fever on 21 April 2014. As 

of 8 May 2014, the total number of cases was 243 (77 laboratory confirmed and 166 suspected) with no 

deaths. Cabo Delgado province, the most affected province, has reported a total of 182 cases (126 sus-

pected and 56 laboratory confirmed). All the cases in Cabo Delgado are from Pemba’s sub-regions shar-

ing borders with Tanzania. Nampula province reported 

40 suspected cases with 21 confirmed with no deaths. 

Investigations are underway to determine the serotype 

of the dengue virus causing this outbreak.  

 

In response to the dengue fever outbreak, the Ministry of 

Health with support from WHO has developed an out-

break response plan and has established a dengue fe-

ver management center in the Pemba Hospital . Case 

management, training of health care workers, and com-

munity mobilization are on-going. In addition, vector con-

trol measures is being enhanced.  

 

Tanzania 

The Ministry of Health of Tanzania notified WHO of a 

dengue fever outbreak on 21 April 2014. As of 19 May, a 

total of 1050 cases with 620 confirmed have been re-

ported including 3 deaths from Dares Salaam, Kinondo-

ni, Temeke and Kibaha districts.  

 

The Ministry of Health with support from WHO is imple-

menting a series of preventive and control measures. 

These include development of an outbreak response 

plan, enhancement of surveillance; training of health 

care workers on dengue management and increased 

public awareness.  The government issued a press 

statement on the dengue fever outbreak situation in the 

country on  12 May 2014.  

 

WHO, in collaboration with other partners, has provided 

advice to extend the response to all Coastal belt Re-

gions from Tanga to Mtwara in particular. WHO is also 

supporting the coordination, risk assessment and inte-

grated vector control activities. 

 
Fig 5. geographic distribution of dengue in Mozambique and Tanzania 

Ongoing outbreaks 
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2. Lassa Fever in Nigeria  

Nigeria continues to experience outbreaks of Lassa Fever in different parts of the country. From 01 January - 

11 May 2014,  a total of 521 cases including 24 deaths (CFR: 4.6%) were reported from 25 LGAs within nine 

states as shown in figures 10 and 11. Eighty seven percent (451/521) of the cases were reported from Edo 

state. A total of 60 cases were laboratory confirmed.  A cumulative of 671 cases and 26 deaths were reported 

during the same period in 2013. The distribution of cases and deaths reported in 2012 and 2013 is given in 

table 3.  

The Federal and State govern-

ments with support from WHO 

and other partners are respond-

ing to the outbreak by enhancing  

active surveillance, increasing  

public health awareness; and 

sensitizing clinicians on case 

management protocol and stand-

ard infection and prevention con-

trol measures among other inter-

ventions.  

It should also be noted that Nige-

ria is experiencing outbreaks of 

cholera and poliomyelitis.  

Fig 7. Weekly trends of Lassa Fever cases and deaths ,  Nigeria, 2012, 2013, and 2014 

Fig 6. Geographic distribution of Lassa Fever cases in Nigeria,  
01 January - 11 May 2014 

Niger 

Table 3. Cases and deaths of Lassa Fever 

reported in 2012 and 2013 
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From 01 January - 11 May 2014, a total of 8 427 cases with 159 deaths (CFR: 1.9%) were reported from  7 

out of 11  provinces (Figure 8 and 9); with Katanga and Sud-Kivu provinces being the most affected.  

3. Cholera in DR Congo 

The Ministry of Health with support from WHO and other partners continues to implement cholera prevention 

and control measures. These include regular meetings of the Epidemic Management Committees at provin-

cial and national levels; regular reporting of cases and deaths; increased public health awareness and contin-

ued advocacy for resource mobilization. 

1 dot = 1 case 

Zambia 

South Sudan 

Fig. 8. Distribution of cholera cases and deaths by prov-

ince, DR Congo, 01 - 11 May 2014     

Fig. 10.  Distribution of cholera cases and deaths by week of reporting, week 46 2013 - week 19 (ending at 11 May ), 2014 

Fig. 9. Geographic distribution of cholera cases in DR Congo, 
01 January - 11 May 2014 

1 dot = 1 case 
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4. Cholera in Nigeria  

The cholera outbreak in Nigeria that started in 2013 continued on an upward trend in 2014. From 01 January 

- 11 May 2014, a total of  19 160 suspected cholera cases including 244 deaths (CFR 1.3%) were reported 

from 85 LGAs in 15 states. During the same period in 2013, a total of 3 suspected  cases including 1 death 

had been reported.  

WHO continues to provide technical support to the MOH and LGA health authorities in all affected areas to 

reinforce surveillance and response, sensitize clinicians on case management and infection control, and help 

to disseminate key messages for community health education on preventive measures. 

1 dot = 1 case 

Fig 12. Trends of cholera cases in Nigeria in 2012, 2013 and 2014 

Fig 11. Geographic distribution of cholera cases in Nigeria, 01 January - 11 May 2014 

Affected LGAs 
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5. Cholera in South Sudan  

The Ministry of Health of the Republic of South Sudan declared an outbreak  of cholera in Juba county, Cen-

tral Equatoria State on 15 May 2014. The outbreak started on 24 April 2014. As of 22 May 2014, a total of 

315 cholera cases including 14 deaths (CFR: 4.4%) have been reported.  The reported cases are from the 

following six Payams within the Juba county: Northern  Bari,  Muniki, Rejaf, Juba, Kator, and Gondokoro 

(Figures 13 and 14).  

South Sudan has been experiencing war conflict since 15 December 2013 and many people have been inter-

nally displaced. Basic social services in the IDP camps are inadequate. Therefore, the risk of the cholera out-

break spreading to other surrounding counties and villages is high, if community interventions are not rigor-

ously conducted.  

An Oral Cholera Vaccine campaign was conducted among the IDPS in February and March with coverage of 

80% of two doses in Juba. The Ministry of Health with support from WHO and other partners is strengthening 

integrated surveillance, conducting outbreak investigation, case management, infection prevention and con-

trol and social mobilization. Trainings on Integrated Disease Surveillance and Response were provided to 

health care workers.  WHO and other partners have provided essential drugs, medicines and other supplies.  

Fig 13. Distribution of cholera cases by payam 

in Juba county Fig 14. Geographic location of the cholera affected area in South Sudan 
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DISEASE SURVEILLANCE AND RESPONSE PROGRAMME AREA  

DISEASE PREVENTION AND CONTROL CLUSTER 

WHO REGIONAL OFFICE FOR AFRICA 

Email:  afrgooutbreakafro@who.int 

Website:  http://www.afro.who.int 


