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Update on Sindh Heat Wave 
June 26, 2015 

 
Situation 

 According to data gathered from government and private hospitals and media, 1,235 
people have died due to extreme heat in Karachi and an additional 30 people have 
died in interior Sindh.  The main causes of death were high temperatures (possibly as 
high as 46C) combined with high humidity. In addition, power outages prevented the 
use of electric fans and air conditioning in many areas.  Most casualties occurred 
between 19 to 25 June. Sindh government and health department have not issued any 
official figures on the death toll. According to media reports more than 40,000 people 
were affected by the heat, and hospitals were crowded with patients seeking 
treatment.  

 Since 24 June lower humidity, scattered breezes, and an increase in cloud cover have 
resulted in lower temperatures (as low as 35C) which indicates the situation is 
returning to normal.  Government and private hospitals report fewer patients and 
fatalities since 24 June.     
 

Response  

 The Pakistan army has established 22 heat stroke centers in interior Sindh and 6 in 
Karachi. These centers are fully equipped with doctors, medicines and beds. The 
centers are providing medical care, mineral water, vitamins, glucose and oral 
rehydration salts (ORS). The Rangers have established and additional 6 heat stroke 
centers in Karachi. The Pakistan navy has established 2 heat stoke centers in Karachi. 
All centers are providing treatment free of cost.   

  WHO has provided ORS sachets to different government institutes in 23 districts. 

 The Sindh government announced a public holiday on 24 June. 

 HANDS has treated 621 patients at three treatment facilities at Jamkanda Karachi, and 
has distributed 500 food packets, 3000 bottles of water, 1000 ORS to patients. They 
have also conducted an awareness campaign regarding heat stroke prevention in 
Karachi. 

 The Jaffri Disaster Cell has established a mortuary with a capacity of 300 bodies, and 
has dedicated 30 ambulances to transfer patients and the deceased free of cost. They 
have also provided clean drinking water, glucose, Tang and ORS sachets to 10000 
patients in numerous hospitals. 

 EDHI is providing free ambulance service for patients and the deceased. Edhi is 
providing mortuary service to accommodate 150 bodies.   

 PDMA has established an emergency control center and issued an advisory for health 
departments and PPHIs to establish special heat stroke units. PDMA Sindh is actively 
monitoring the heat wave situation. 
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 Nestle Pakistan, with the assistance of NDMA has given 80 tons of water to the 
Pakistan Army and Rangers’ heat stroke centers. According to a Nestle Pakistan 
representative, Nestle is planning to provide 30 tons water to local NGOs.  

 Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) has established 4 heat stroke centers in Hilal-e-
Ahmar House, Organi,  Grumandar, Liaqatabad. Altogether 118 patients were treated 
and 24 were referred to other hospitals with free ambulance. PRCS has distributed 
printed brochures on the prevention from heat stroke at different centers. 

 Pakistan Relief Foundation (PRF) has distributed 21,800 Water bottles, 1,120 water 
coolers, 16,500 juice packs, 21,800 ORS and 30,700 wet towels among heat stroke 
victims. PRF has established camps at hospitals in Ibrahim Hyderi and Korangi. 
 

Needs and gaps 

 According to representatives of government and private hospitals, there is urgent need 
of mass awareness campaign regarding preventive and curative measures for heat 
stroke.  

 There is a need for cold and clean drinking water in general hospitals, public places and 
bus stops. 

 Timely first aid and appropriate patient stabilization centers are required in all 
hospitals. 
 

Detail of reported deaths  

Hospital Name No. of Deaths Source 

Sindh Government Hospital Korangi 2 Media 

Sindh Government Hospital Malir 3 Media 

Sindh Government Hospital Liaquatabad 6 Media 

Sindh Government Hospital New Karachi 15 Media 

Lyari General Hospital & Agha Khan Uni 20 Media 

Sindh Government Qatar Hospital Orangi 32 Media 

National Institute of Child Health 35 Media 

The National Institute of Cardiology 51 Media 

KMC run hospitals 207 Media 

Indus Hospital 45 Private Hospital 

Liaquat National Hospital 73 Private Hospital 

Civil Hospital Karachi 164 Government Hospital 

Abbasi Shaheed Hospital 182 Government Hospital 

Ziauddin Hospital 61 Private Hospital 

JPMC 339 Government Hospital 

Interior Sindh hospitals death 30 Media 

Total 1265   

 


