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Highlights 

 Worrying symptoms of new drought in the south and southeastern Ethiopia; meher assessment well 
underway 
 

 Nearly 500,000 people need urgent water trucking in Somali Region alone; Government and 
partners providing water trucking services in regions 
 

 Joint meher assessment well underway in 246 woredas in all regions of the country 
 

 The food response in Level 1 woredas sped up significantly for the first time in four months 
 
 

Situation Overview 
 

Worrying symptoms of new drought in south and southeastern Ethiopia; meher assessment well  

underway  

While Ethiopia battles residual needs from the El Niño-

induced drought, below average rains in the southern 

and eastern parts of the country caused by the negative 

Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) have led to new symptoms 

of drought. The Hagaya/Deyr short rains (October to 

December), accounting for up to 35 per cent of annual 

rainfall in some areas, have been influenced by a 

negative Indian Ocean Dipole, a phenomenon causing 

poor precipitation across East Africa and causing 

imminent new drought in the region. 

Water shortages and livestock deaths due to late onset, erratic and poor autumn Hagaya/Deyr rains are 

already reported from the primarily pastoral affected areas. Most parts of Somali, parts of Afar and some low 

land areas of Oromia and SNNP regions are most affected by the new drought, some pocket areas in southern 

Tigray and northeastern Amhara which already suffered from the 2016 El Nino induced drought will also require 

food aid into 2017 due to poor performing meher harvest.  
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                      Nearly 500,000 people need urgent water trucking in Somali Region alone; Government and partners 

providing water trucking services in regions 

Pasture and water sources are deteriorating in Deyr rains receiving zones of Somali region. Currently, people 

are collecting water from very distant areas as Birakas; traditional ponds are steadily drying up. As the water 

dries up, the quality of water is becoming worse, and diseases are increasing, especially along the rivers. 

According to reports from the Disaster Preparedness and Prevention Bureau of Somali region, 38 trucks are 

required to serve the water needs of over 450,000 people (68,436 households) in 30 woredas, seeking 7, 

305,000 birr per month in Afder, Doollo, Korahe Liban, Nogob and Shabele zones. WaSH Cluster calls for the 

need to ensure community water supplies are maintained through rehabilitation and strengthening of the 

operation and maintenance mechanism at the grass root level.  

 As the dry season progresses, water trucking is still ongoing in  Afar, Oromia, Somali, SNNP and Tigray 

regions. In support of the ongoing water delivery by the Oromia Region Water Bureau, UNICEF will start water 

trucking in Oromia in December for over 270,000 people. In Somali region, Somali Regional Water Bureau, 

Islamic Relief, AWDA and DRC, IRC, SCI and Oxfam are currently water trucking. OCHA’s allocation of EHF 

funding to water trucking will also supplement the efforts of UNICEF in January 2017 in Oromia region, coupled 

with distribution of water treatment chemicals. SCI will also start water trucking in Somali region through EHF 

fund. According to the WaSH Cluster, water trucking is ongoing in 38 woredas with 57 trucks: Afar (3 trucks), 

Oromia (34 trucks), SNNP (5 trucks), Somali (3) and Tigray (12 trucks).  

 Joint meher assessment well underway in 246 woredas in all regions of the country 

The joint Government and humanitarian partners’ meher (main crop season) assessment was launched on 19 

November 2016. With 23 multi-agency teams comprising 228 people deployed to 246 woredas (districts) in all 

regions of Ethiopia. The assessment will determine the impact of the kiremt (main rainy season) rains on food 

security and livelihood, while also confirming emergency needs in health, education, nutrition, emergency 

shelter/ non-food items (ES/NFI) and protection. Whilst the joint meher assessment is being conducted, the 

Government and humanitarian partners are already recalibrating the nationally-led response to address 

emerging and residual needs. Currently, Government and humanitarian partners are providing humanitarian 

assistance to 9.7 million people affected by the El Niño induced drought. The response is the biggest ever of its 

kind in Ethiopia, which thanks to Government leadership and generous donor support has been averting a 

major catastrophe. 

The food response in Level 1 woredas sped up significantly for the first time in four months 

For the first time since the relief food dispatch prioritization exercise was introduced in August the number of 

vulnerable woredas with incomplete food dispatch in previous three rounds (L1 Woredas) has reduced in 

November 2016 according to World Food Programme’s (WFP) woreda food dispatch prioritization. Accordingly, 

the number of woredas remaining in Level 1 since August has reduced from 22 to 10 since October. This 

reduction reflects an effective targeting and response by the main relief operators (NDRMC, JEOP and WFP) 

to the results of the exercise. The objective of the prioritization exercise is to identify woredas to be prioritized 

for the following month food dispatches. The ranking of woredas are based on a set of operational (Relief 

dispatch level, Round 7 and 8, TSF dispatch level September and caseload per woreda) and vulnerability (The 

woreda Hotspot Classification, MAM prevalence and number of SAM admissions) indicators. 
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Funding Update (as at 30 November) 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA Ethiopia of 
cash and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: ocha-eth@un.org  
 

Humanitarian Response  

 Food 

  Needs: 

 9.7 million people in need of relief food assistance for Round-7, Round-8. 
Nine rounds to be implemented in 2016. WFP to carry out a 10

th
 round in 

December due to severe effects of a new drought in Somali region.  

 The October to December pastoral rainfall in southern pastoral areas (Borena, lowlands of Guji and 
Bale Zones in Oromia; South Omo zone in SNNPR; and the seven dyer-rains-receiving zones of 
Somali region) has been late in onset, erratic and even with total absence of rains. In addition to 
unusual livestock migration, livestock death is expected to continue to rise in some woredas of Borena 
zone in Oromia as well as in Somali region unless urgent response is provided to the situation    

 Access to milk has declined as well as to cash income from sell of livestock due to reduced demand 
and deteriorating body conditions.  As a result, food security has started to deteriorate and is expected 
to worsen in the upcoming dry period between January and March, calling for immediate interventions. 

Response: 

 For the first time in four  months, due to successful targeting and prioritization of vulnerable with 
incomplete food distpatch in previous rounds (L1 woredas), the number of L1 woredas decreased. 

 By the end of November, relief dispatch of round 7 was closed and round 8 reported 87 per cent 
dispatched. Round 9 started in November with 51per cent of the food dispatched. As WFP 
prepositioned food of this round in advance, it has finished dispatching round 9.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 All operators have enough resources to finish round 9. Depending on the revised caseload, the 2017 
pipeline will be calculated to establish shortfalls. Operataotors are expected to dispatch food to newly 

$1.1 billion 
Food requirement 

mailto:ocha-eth@un.org
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drought affected areas as well as food insecure pocket areas in January 2017 but after it, all 3 
oparators foresee pipeline breaks.   

 

Agriculture  

Needs: 

 1 million pastoral and agro-pastoral households face livestock production and 
livestock losses and are in need of targeted livestock feed supplementation, 
animal health and destocking, both accelerated commercial destocking and 
slaughter destocking that will increase animal source proteins for households facing nutritional 
challenges.  These interventions will help protect core breeding animals and increase the availability of 
cash in recipient households.  Priority areas include the southern pastoral lowlands of Oromia, SNNP 
and Somali regions. 

Response: 

 The DRM ATF Strategic Advisory Group identified lead agencies – two NGOs and FAO – to liaise with 
local government and coordinate the international development partner livestock response in the three 
regions consortia. There has been increased interest amongst development partners to support 
emergency livestock response interventions that will complement the Government-led response which 
has already distributed thousands of tonnes of livestock feed in some of the most severely affected 
areas where livestock were dying. The first international development partner response will come 
online at the end of December 2016  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 While recognising the increase in development partner support for the emergency livestock response, 
current funding remains well below the requested US$ 27 million. Donors are encourage to mobilize 
additional resources to meet the target 

 

 Education 

Needs: 

 4 million school children (1.1 million targeted by the humanitarian community 
and 2.9 million by the government) need school feeding. 

 2.2 million children need learning supplies 

 2,325 schools need school WaSH facilities for students and teachers. 

 6,758 teachers need training on Psychosocial First Aid training. 

 There is a need to establish 347 Temporary Learning Centers (TLCs) to enable IDP children to pursue 
their education. 

Response: 

 1.8 million school children 43.5 per cent  from the target received learning supplies (5 exercise books, 1 
pen and 1 pencil per student). About 3 million pens and pencils were distributed throughout the 
country.  

 The construction of 6 temporary learning centers completed in Sit zone of Somalia; 20 are under 
construction in Sit and Fata zones; and 13 are under contractual agreement with Organization for Well-
Fair and Development Association (OWDA).  

 WaSH facilities were completed in 64 school in Somaili region. The cluster is working with WaSH 
colleagues to expedite the provision of WaSH facilities in the remaining 136 schools.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The provision of school feeding by both the Government and humanitarian communities have not yet 
started due to resource limitation. The support for School WaSH is also minimal. Oromia and Somali 
Regional Education Bureaus reported 141 schools and over 300 schools are respectively closed due to 
water non-availability. 

$91.3m 
Agriculture 
requirement 

$52.2m 
Education requirement 
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Emergency Shelter and NFI 

Needs: 

 Reports of displacement of 159 households in South West Shewa and 150 
households in West Harage Zones in Oromia region. Zonal officials are 
currently carrying out verification.  

 Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Round 1, carried out between September and October, had 
identified 167,688 persons (30,676 households), 66 per cent  of which are under 18 years old, who 
have been displaced in 2016 and remain in situation of displacement in 225 sites across 6 regions 
(Afar, Gambela, Harari, Oromia, Somali, and Tigray). Of these 33 per cent  were as the result of inter-
community clashes, 23 per cent  from drought and 44 per cent  due to flooding.  The majority of 
displaced population were in Somali, Gambela and Afar regions.  

Response: 

 As of 23 November, more than 53,530 households (est. 289,000 people) were reached with emergency 
shelter kits and 52,000 households with kitchen sets and jerry cans, 54,500 with bedding and 28,000 
with mosquito nets.  

 IOM hosted a cash and voucher workshop for non-food item sector on 5
th
 December for cluster 

partners as well as members of the Cash Working Group, with case studies from the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. It is also exploring possibility of cash/voucher pilot in Gambela in collaboration with 
IRC and NRC.  

 Distribution of DfID kits in Afar region has recently completed.  

 DTM round 2’s site assessments are currently ongoing.  

 The cluster is carrying out country-level evaluation, report expected by the end of the year. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 As some key partners in the cluster are carrying out their activities through the Ethiopian Red Cross 
Society, the concern is to ensure adequate capacity is present and additional coordination effort 
required.  

 Defining sector response for different need based on length and context of displacement, as well as 
returns. 

 

 Health 

Needs: 

 AWD continued to be reported in some woredas during November, requiring 
enhanced surveillance at both facility and community levels – particularly in 
areas where zero cases have been reported for at least four weeks, and in Gambella which has not yet 
reported any cases.  

 Regarding possible resurgence of AWD outbreak in public gatherings including Kulubi Gabriel when 
about 500,000 people are expected to visit East Hararge on 28 December, and over other holidays in 
January, the regional health bureau and humanitarian partners are prepared to operationalize the 
regional mass gathering contingency plan. 

 About 3.2 million people will benefit from improved surveillance and emergency health response 
including 600,000 women and adolescent girls who will directly benefit from emergency reproductive 
health services.  

Response: 

 Cluster partners are conducting case management, surveillance, risk communication/social 
mobilization, environmental health/WaSH and logistics support activities in support of Regional Health 
Bureaus AWD response. An increased number of AWD cases (3,902) were treated in Fafan, Jarar, and 
Korahe zones, Somali region. Regional response meetings are conducted on alternate days in Jijiga. 

$24.4m 
ES/NFI requirement 

$60.3m 
Health requirement 
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 An in-depth investigation on reported meningitis in Borena woreda of South Wollo zone was conducted 
by WHO. The investigation found that there was no epidemic in the woreda and critical gaps in 
surveillance including laboratory surveillance (lack of essential supplies for confirmation of 
meningococcal meningitis cases, inadequate standard operating procedures), case management, 
which were immediately addressed.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Coordination of emergency response in Somali, Oromia, Afar and Amhara is somewhat challenging 
and requires strengthening. The challenges include weak coordination between sectors, weak 
surveillance, poor attention given to scabies at regional level, shortage of operational budget.  

 Efforts to strengthen surveillance in the context of emergency need to be consolidated through the 
cluster. The broader surveillance system needs to be interoperable and interconnected so that it is 
responsive both during and after emergencies.  

 Contingency stocks of laboratory reagents and supplies, as well as other emergency medical supplies 
need to be procured to respond to seasonal outbreaks in Ethiopia. In line with this, a national 
contingency plan for responding to public health emergencies needs to be developed, using an ‘all 
hazards approach’. 

 

Logistics Cluster 

Needs: 

 Enhanced logistics coordination, information sharing and mapping of 
Government and humanitarian partner logistics capacity.  

 To maintain a continuous logistics gaps and bottlenecks identification process. 

 Follow up on erected Mobile Storage Units (MSUs) to ensure that their use is reported and issues 
identified and addressed. 

Response: 

 As of 30 November, the Logistics Cluster erected 105 MSUs, which increased the storage capacity 
by 59,050 MT in more than 90 locations. This includes the implementation of three local 
constructions: one permanent warehouse in Somali region and the rehabilitation of two storage 
facilities in the SNNP region. In addition, 6,000 MT of storage space is being implemented in 
Somali region.  

 With the support of WFP/Logistics Cluster, 982 storekeepers and data entry clerks, out of a total of 
1002 positions, were recruited to bolster NDRMC human resource capacity. As of 30 November, in 
addition to NDRMC and DPPB recruitment, 272 staff were recruited through the third party employment 
agency. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 An assessment of the extent of damage to 8 MSUs in Oromia region is ongoing, findings will be shared 
when finalized 

 

 Nutrition 
 
Needs: 

 There was an increase in the number of admissions to the Therapeutic 
Feeding Programme in Somali region while there is a slight decline in Afar, 
Amhara, Benshangul-Gumaz, Gambella, Oromia, SNNPR and Tigray 
between the September and October OTP reports. Refocus of partner engagement in areas 
experiencing drought requires a change in the cluster partners’ footprint. Afar, Oromia, southern SNNP 
and Somali regions are where needs are the hightest. With this regional focus, zonal level analysis is 
underway to analyze response and coverage gap analsiss as well as quality improvement. 

 

 

$15.4m 
Logistics requirement 

$128.2M 
Nutrition requirement 
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Response 

 As of 09 December , 272,165 severely malnourished children were treated and 21,671 cases were 
admitted to inpatient care (8 per cent of total SAM admissions) from January to October  2016.  

 By the end of October, the Targeted Supplementary Feeding Programme (TSFP) reached 1.1 million 
moderately malnourished children and about 924, 000 pregnant and breastfeeding women.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 A number of implementing organizations are experiencing funding shortage which would affect 
continuation of response at this critical programme period. Special focus is given to Afar, Oromia, 
Somali and SNNPR drought affected areas 

 Multi-sectoral approaches to mitigate deterioration is needed especially in the drought affected 
regions/zones. Resources and partnerships to foster inter-sectoral integration particularly for the 
nutrition, WaSH, health and food security sectors is needed to prevent occurrence of malnutrition or 
prevent malnutrition related mortality in the drought affected locations. 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Children separated from family continue to be identified across drought 
affected areas, with 1,242 cases identfied in 50 kebeles in the last month, 
bringing the cumulative total identified since April to over 7,800 (42 per cent  girls). While 3,666 children 
have been supported by Bureau of Women and Children’s Affairs (BoWCA) /Bureau of Labour and 
Social Affairs (BoLSA) to return to families during the same period, there is a need to follow-up on the 
sustainability of reunification 

Response: 

 5 GBV programme officers were deployed to Afar, Amhara, Somali, SNNP and Tigray regions to 
strengthen programming and coordination between partners.  

 The Child Protection and GBV sub cluster trained more than 60 regional and sub-regional sub cluster 
members in coordination of CP and GBV in emergencies, including government representatives from 
BoWCA/BoLSA, Education, Water, Justice, Health, Police, Supreme Court, Regional State Council as 
well as INGOs and the Ethiopian Red Cross. 

 A Protection Mainstreaming Training is organized to take place on 07 and 08 December 2016 mainly 
for DPPB, BoWCA, BoLSA and other local NGOs. The training has the objective of providing the 
participants with the key elements of protection mainstreaming and the tools and the materials which 
include the imperatives of protection in the planning, design and implementation of programmes 
undertaken in their offices. 

 The IDP working group has been established under the Protection Cluster and the first meeting was 
held on 01 November 2016. The group agreed to develop a strategy to provide services and durable 
solution to the Qoloji IDPs   

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Child protection activities in Qoloji IDP settlement (Oromia/Somali regional boundary), are not available 

 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene 

Needs: 

 Currently, the WaSH Cluster has received formal requests from MoWIE for 
water trucking in Somali, Oromia and SNNP regions. The Regional Water 
Bureaus in Afar, Amhara, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray are water trucking, with assistance from 
some NGOs. However, as the drought conditions progress, the water trucking needs are increasing. 

 In SNNP region, there is a need for continued WaSH support due to scabies outbreak, especially in 
Halaba special woreda. 

 Supplies of household water treatment chemicals and WaSH NFIs  are generally a concern, and there 
is an urgent need to stock up for the next three months, up to March 2017 

$23.8m 
Protection requirement 

$114.9m 
WaSH requirement 
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For inquiries, please contact:  
Choice Okoro, OCHA Ethiopia, okoroc@un.org, Cell: +251-911216465, Tel.:+251-11-5-444059  
Mengistu Dargie, OCHA Ethiopia, dargie@un.org, Cell: +251-911-742381, Tel: +251-11-5-444059 
 

Response: 

 In December, UNICEF deployed 60 water trucks in Oromia. 

 PIN is providing WaSH services in Halaba special zone in SNNPR in response to the scabies outbreak. 

 WaSH Cluter is making arrangements to support water trucking in Somali region 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Low levels of funding for emergency water supply 

 Stocks of WaSH NFIs (soap, jerry cans) and the centralized cluster stock of water treatment chemicals 
are expected to run out by mid-January 2017. Given procurement lead time, it is required now to take 
an action in order to avoid a stock out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

General Coordination 
 
The overall humanitarian coordination in Ethiopia is led by the Government’s National Disaster Risk 
Management Commission (NDRMC). The NDRMC leads federal and regional level Disaster Risk Management 
Technical Working Groups (DRMTWGs) and hosts a series of specialized task forces that work jointly with the 
cluster lead agencies. The DRMTWG is the umbrella forum that brings all actors together at the technical level, 
including government and donor representatives. With the development of the crisis, the Government and 
humanitarian partners are working to strengthen regional DRMTWGs. At a higher level, NDRMC Commissioner 
and the Humanitarian Coordinator co-chair a monthly Strategic Multi-Agency Coordination (S-MAC) forum to 
deliberate on humanitarian response operations and address challenges.  

mailto:okoroc@un.org
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