
Zambia 

Southern Africa is under threat from a new pest in the region, the Fall Armyworm, which could have severe impacts on crop production, food security, nutrition and livlihoods in the region. This follows a devas-
tating drought episode associated with the 2015/2016 El Nino event, which negatively affected food security in the Southern Africa region. FAO held an emergency meeting in Zimbabwe from 14 to 16 February 
2017 with regional experts from 13 countries,  in order to co-ordinate emergency responses to the armyworm threat in the region. The Fall Armyworm is classified as a quarantine pest and countries could 
therefore be affected by import bans on agricultural products. The problem is reportedly compounded by the newness of the pest to the region (originallly  from South America) and it’s resistance to  common 
pest control chemicals. 

Situation Overview

8 Countries with Fall Armyworm Present 

The Fall Armyworm has been confirmed in all Provinces 
in Zambia, with 94% of districts affected. The area infest-
ed was reportedly 222,586 Ha (about 20% maize). The 
area totally damaged that required re-planting was 
87,152 Ha (approximately 6%). 
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Fall Armyworm has been reported in Zambezi, Kavango, 
Ohangwena, Omusati, Oshikoto and Otjozondjupa Regions in 
Namibia. The affected hectarage under Maize production is 
12,172 Ha of communal land, 6,500 Ha of commercial land 
and 3,000 Ha of the Green Scheme Irrigation Project. Hec-
tarage affected under Millet production is approximtely 12,400 
Ha-16,000 Ha (communal land). Approximately 20,673 
households have reportedly been directly affected. 

Reports of Fall Armyworm have been received from all 
provinces in Zimbabwe, attacking maize and millets 
amongst other hosts. As much as 70 % of maize crops  
have been destroyed in some affected areas. Approxi-
maltely 1,3 million Ha of maize crops are at risk.  In addi-
tion, an African Armyworm outbreak is present in Mani-
caland and Matebeleland North  Provinces. 

Fall armyworm is present in almost all Agricultural 
Development Divisions (ADD) in Malawi. Currently it is 
estimated that 17,000 ha of maize and 70,132 house-
holds have been affected. Recording is still underway.  
In addition, the Afican Armyworm has been reported in 
the Shire Valley ADD (8ha of crops affected) and Lilong-
we ADD (5.5ha of crops affected).

Fall armyworm is present in Free State, Limpopo, 
North-West, Gauteng and Mpumalanga Provinces, 
threatening maize and staple crops. 

The Fall Armyworm has been positively identified in the 
Lubombo and Manzini Regions in Swaziland. 

Fall armyworm has also been 
confirmed in Tanzania, although areas 
affected are still to be determined. In 
addition a mild African Armyworm 
outbreak is present  in Morogoro & 
Lindi Regions in Tanzania. 

Botswana

There are also reports suggesting the 
presence of the Fall Armyworm in 
Mozambique, although these are yet to 
be confirmed.  There is currently an 
African Armyworm oubreak in the Prov-
inces of Manica, Sofala and Tete, dam-
aging maize, rice and  grass pasture.  

Fall armyworm has been found in most 
of Botswana’s north eastern region. 
Areas such as Moroka, Nlphwane and 
Zwenshambe have reportedly been 
affected. A total of 70.34 Ha of maize 
fields were infested.
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