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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 22 – 28 July. Due to the rapidly 
changing situation, it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued on 
or around 7 August.  

Highlights 

 The humanitarian situation in Anbar governorate 
continues to worsen. Humanitarian access is limited and 
people are reportedly prevented from leaving Ramadi 
and Falluja to seek safer territory 

 

 Emergency response continues to people who are on 
the move as rising temperatures increase the threat of 
dehydration.  

 

 With a severe funding shortfall, health partners have 
been forced to suspend much needed support to health 
facilities in areas with high concentration of displaced 
people 
 

 Food insecurity increased in Iraq in the second quarter 
according to new assessment data.  

 
 
 
 

8.6 m 
people in need 

5.6 m 
targeted for 
assistance 

3.1 m 
internally displaced 
people  

2.9 m 
displaced people 
live outside camps  

3.2 m 
affected people in 
host communities 

0.25 m 
Syrian refugees 

Situation Overview 
The humanitarian situation remains precarious in Anbar governorate. Military operations have continued into a third 

week with airstrikes and ground fighting. Protection concerns are increasing for people caught in the midst of the 

escalating conflict, especially in Ramadi and Falluja towns. Many exit routes from the towns are reportedly blocked 

or closed leaving civilians stranded inside the towns. Reports about people being prevented from leaving Ramadi 

and Falluja by the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) continue to be received. 

Some people have managed flee towards Bzeibiz bridge linking Anbar and Baghdad governorates. However, the 

checkpoint remains mostly closed and the number of people at the bridge has been fluctuating. About 1,100 people 

are currently stuck at the bridge or living in tents in a field on the Anbar side. When people cannot cross the bridge, 

they are reportedly moving to camp sites in the Ameriyat al-Falluja district, where humanitarian assistance has 

been provided. Emergency kits with ready-to-eat food rations for three days, water and women’s dignity kits have 

been provided for nearly 900 displaced families covering both camps and newly arrived people. The kits are 

tailored to families who are on the move, in hard-to-reach areas, stuck at checkpoints or stranded between front 

lines. With temperatures set to rise above 50 degrees Celsius the threat of dehydration is high and shade, shelter 

and water remains particularly critical. 

The humanitarian situation in Haditha in Anbar governorate also continues to worsen with ongoing military 

operations. Limited supplies have brought in by air by the Government. 

 

Location map. The boundaries and names shown and the design-

ations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or 
acceptance by the United Nations. 
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In a new development, Turkey launched airstrikes against alleged Kurdistan Workers Party positions in Dahuk and 

Erbil governorates starting on 24 July. Any humanitarian consequences of the airstrikes are yet to be determined.  

With a severe funding shortfall, health partners have been forced to suspend much needed support to health 

facilities in areas with high concentration of displaced people. The impact is immediate and affecting service 

delivery throughout Iraq, particularly Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, Kerbala, Kirkuk, Najaf and Ninewa governorates. The 

Kurdistan Region of Iraq is also heavily impacted as that is where most of the camps for internally displaced people 

and refugees are. Partners estimate that 1 million sick people, who would have sought primary medical care, will 

not receive help. Over half a million children will not be immunized, spreading the risk of a measles outbreak and 

the resumption of polio. 

The most recent cut-backs come on top of prior closures in emergency water and sanitation in July and sharply 

reduced food rations for over 1 million people that were made in May. The World Food Programme (WFP) reports 

that food insecurity increased in the second quarter of 2015. Trend data collected from March to June points to a 

steady deterioration in food consumption and coping indicators, especially in Anbar and Ninewa governorates, 

which have been directly affected by conflict. 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 The humanitarian and protection situation in Anbar governorate continues to deteriorate, particularly in Falluja 
and Ramadi. Reports continue to be received of people being prevented from leaving these areas by ISIL.  

 In Sulaymaniyah governorate, around 850 people from southern and central Iraq remain stranded outside 
Sheikh Langar checkpoint and denied entry into Kalar. 

 Returns are ongoing in Salah al-Din governorate, but the security situation has deteriorated in Tikrit. Around 
2,500 people who returned to Dour found half the buildings severely damaged and a lack of basic services. 

 In Baharka IDP camp in Erbil governorate, women and girls have expressed fear of being exposed to gender-
based violence due to lack of lighting around water and sanitation facilities.  

Response: 

 Protection assessments have been conducted covering nearly 6,900 displaced people, including through visits 
to Habbaniyah Tourist City and Ameriyat al-Falluja in Anbar governorate. 

 Protection teams provided 152 cases with legal assistance and 306 cases with legal counselling in southern 
and central areas.  

 Protection partners conducted 2,499 interviews and identified 592 very vulnerable households in Dahuk 
governorate and referred them to cash assistance. 

 Two women's social centres were opened in Salah al-Din governorate and in Ameriyat al-Falluja; 4,500 dignity 
kits have been provided in Ameriyat al-Fallujah. 

 Child protection activities such as case management, awareness-raising, mine risk education, child friendly 
spaces, child protection monitoring and capacity-building continued in Kerbala, Baghdad and Diyala. 

 807 children have been registered in child friendly spaces in the Kurdistan Region and 107 children in need of 
specialized protection assistance have been identified in Koya town in Erbil governorate. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Humanitarian access to large parts of Anbar Governorate remains a major constraint.  

 In Dahuk governorate, there are reports of displaced people making illegal marriage certificates for child 
marriage, as a coping mechanism to reduce the economic burden within the household. Action is needed to 
prevent child marriages and forced marriages. 

 Child protection monitoring and provision of specialized service remains constrained, particularly in Anbar and 
Diyala governorates. 

 Access to services for children with disabilities, particularly in southern and central areas, is constrained by 
the limited availability of disabled-friendly facilities. 

 A delay of the extension of Laylan IDP camp in Kirkuk governorate is creating psychological challenges for 
children and families, as they await decongestion and movement to improved living space. About 10,000 
people currently live in Laylan camp; 3,000 people are planned to relocate into the extension. 
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Sufficient and safe water to nearly 26,000 people in Habbaniyah Tourist City (Al Madina Al Siyahiyah, 
Habbaniyah district) in Anbar governorate remains a key priority. Restoration and provision of fuel, chlorine for 
the water treatment plant remain a priority. 

 An assessment is needed to ascertain WASH needs for about 42,000 people reported to have returned to 
Tikrit in Salah al-Din governorate since early June. Initial reports indicate defects in water networks, 
generators operating water facilities and a need for water trucking and hygiene items. 

 About 600 displaced people in Khaimat Al-Iraq sub district, Mahmoudiya district in Baghdad governorate, 
require safe drinking water. 

 264 displaced people living along the Najaf-Karbala road in Najaf governorate require sanitation facilities and 
hygiene items. 

Response: 

 About 110,650 displaced people continue to be reached with water, 66,910 displaced people with sanitation 
and 72,220 displaced people with hygiene items and hygiene promotion in Anbar, Baghdad, Basrah, Najaf, 
and Missan governorates. 

 In Habbaniyah Tourist City in Anbar governorate, waste water desludging, installation of two submersible 
pumps, flushing of the main sewer pipes and installation of manholes and fittings to activate the sewerage 
system were undertaken. For water supply, one power generator was provided, daily water trucking continued 
and extension of water network to the camps is ongoing through the Anbar Emergency Cell. Nearly 16,000 
people were provided with 10 litre jerry cans, toilet jars and cool boxes. 

 Septic tanks are being constructed and connected to 16 emergency latrines already installed at Bzeibiz bridge 
in Anbar governorate. 

 In Al Ameriyat in Falluja district, 750 displaced people settled in the new Ministry of Displacement and 
Monitoring camp were provided with bottled water. 29,400 people in the district were provided with bottled 
water, jerry cans, cool boxes and toilet jars.  

 Daily water trucking continued reaching about 21,224 displaced people in camps in Falluja and Ramadi district 
and in Nukhayb district centre in Anbar governorate. 

 About 5,000 displaced people in Khaimt AlIraq camp in Mahmoudiya district and Al Abayechi in Tarmia district 
in Baghdad governorate were provided with bottled water, hygiene kits, jerry cans, buckets, toilet jugs and 
garbage bags.  

 Hygiene kits were distributed to 600 people in Abu Al-Khaseeb district in Basrah governorate through the local 
council.  

 Water pumps are being delivered to the Water Directorate, which is initiating rehabilitation of a water compact 
unit serving 400 people in Al Rahma Camp, Amara district in Missan governorate. 

 Latrines were installed in Al Ataba Al Alawiya institution, serving 70 displaced people in Najaf governorate.  

 Work is ongoing to install a water treatment unit and water network in Khan Alnos sub district in Najaf 
governorate targeting 10,000 displaced people.  

 Information, education and communication materials were delivered to authorities in Najaf governorate to 
conduct WASH awareness campaigns for displaced people and  host communities 

Gaps and constraints: 

 The fluid security situation with fresh displacement and curtailed humanitarian access hampers the ability to 
reach people in need with life-saving WASH support.  

 Regular supply of drinking water and cool boxes remains an urgent priority with rising summer temperatures.  

 An effective WASH response remains constrained due to lack of funding. Additional funding is critical to cover 
continued service provision, particularly operation and maintenance of WASH facilities in established camps. 
Resources to respond to emerging humanitarian needs are also required.  

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Needs: 

 Close to 70 per cent of the 3.1 million people internally displaced live in private settings (host families, hotels 
and rented houses) while 20 per cent remain in critical shelter arrangements (schools and religious buildings, 
unfinished/abandoned buildings and informal settlements). The most affected people residing in critical 
shelters are those in Anbar (over 109,000 people) and Dahuk (over 124,000 people). 
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 Compared to the previous data, there is a significant increase of 51,240 people identified mainly in private 
settings in Anbar (42,000 people), Baghdad (40,900 people) and Kirkuk (16,300 people).  

Response: 

 In Dahuk and Sulaymaniyah governorates, cluster partners have completed distribution of household items for 
the summer months. Based on preliminary reports, more than 348,000 people have been reached in these 
two governorates including 282,000 people in Dahuk and 66,000 people in Sulaymaniyah governorates. 

 In Kirkuk governorate, 1,536 displaced people (256 households) received kits with household items for the 
summer in Kirkuk district. 

 In Salah al-Din governorate, 3,450 displaced people (575 households) in Balad district received household 
items for the summer. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 To date, only 20 per cent of the required funding for shelter and non-food items have been covered, which is 
impacting the response to displaced people. 

 Health 

Needs: 

 Further support for fixed health facilities and the deployment of mobile teams is needed in areas of emerging 
conflict, including Ninewa, Anbar and Kirkuk governorates.  

 Early detection and investigation of disease alerts and timely response to outbreaks is essential. 

Response: 

 16,976 health consultations were done between 1 and 24 July.  

 3,793 births were assisted by a skilled attendant and 1,036 caesarean sections were performed in areas were 
many internally displaced people live.  

 3,029 specialised health consultations were provided to displaced and conflict-affected communities, including 
treatment of chronic diseases, and psycho-social support. 1,935 cases required hospitalization.  

 The isolation ward in Al Jamhuri hospital in Erbil is being renovated. This is the only isolation ward in Erbil and 
will be used to isolate patients with different communicable diseases. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Over 80 per cent of programmes providing much needed support to health facilities in areas of high 
concentration of internally displaced people have been suspended due to lack of funding. Of the $60 million 
requested for health services under the 2015 Humanitarian Response Plan, $4.3 million have been received. 

 Service delivery throughout Iraq is affected, particularly in Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala, Kerbala, Kirkuk, Najaf and 
Ninewa governorates along with the Kurdistan Region of Iraq where many of the camps for internally 
displaced people and refugees are. Host communities are also impacted by the scaling down of health 
services as most of the displaced and refugees live outside camps. 

 Hard-to-reach areas remain a concern particularly for health with limited capacities left within the local health 
services delivery system and few partners are available on ground 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Internally displaced persons are most affected by food insecurity. According to a recent vulnerability analysis 
and mapping tool, more than one in five (21 per cent) reported “poor” or “borderline” consumption in June. 
Two in five (40 per cent) of displaced households said they did not have enough food or money to buy food. 

 Food prices increased in June and wage-to-food terms of trade declined in Diyala and Ninewa governorates. 
In Anbar governorate, food prices are high and food supply is limited in the conflict-affected district of Haditha. 

 The Government’s Public Distribution System access remains low, with fewer households reporting having 
received a full ration in June than in the previous month. 

Response: 

 On 25 and 26 July, family food parcels were distributed to about 1,000 people returning to their homes in the 
hard-to-reach town of Garma in Anbar governorate, which has been inaccessible due to insecurity over the 
past year. Each food parcel feeds a family of five for one month and contains items such as rice, cooking oil, 
wheat flour, lentils, pasta and salt. Food assistance is planned for 4,000 returning people for three months. 
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 Through the rapid response mechanism, about 50,000 people have been reached in July with ready-to-eat 
food for three days in Salah al-Din, Babil, Qadiyssia, Anbar and Basrah governorates.   

 From 1 to 26 July, WFP assisted 317,000 people with vouchers, and 1.2 million displaced people living in and 
outside camps with family food parcels. Families inside camps received full parcels, and those outside camps 
received half parcels due to funding shortfalls.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Without additional funds, food security partners will be forced to make further cuts to its current food 
assistance. This may include a complete cut in food assistance to some groups of affected people and/or 
scaling back of geographical coverage.  

 Under the current resourcing scenario and despite numerous cost-cutting measures, WFP would be forced to 
stop providing food vouchers for about 450,000 people at the beginning of September. WFP would also run 
out of monthly food rations for a further 1.5 million people at the beginning of October.   

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 The CCCM Cluster offers mentorship to the camp management in 13 of 16 established camps in Dahuk and 
in Ninewa governorates. 

 Additional water activities are needed in Missan camp in Basrah governorate.   

Response: 

 WASH activities are being implemented in Qoratu camp.   

 A health and hygiene awareness campaign was held inside the Basrah collective centre in Basrah 
governorate and some families were provided with lice treatment. 

 Additional lighting was added to sections in the Basrah collective centre to improve safety and security. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Air coolers have been provided to all camps in Dahuk, except Kabarto 1 and 2, and the Rawanga community 
camp.  

 Water shortage in some sectors of Khanke has been reported as a serious concern and this has been raised 
with the WASH Cluster to find an urgent solution.  

 Smart card registration has been completed in all camps for displaced people in Dahuk and is ongoing for 
displaced people who do not live in camps.      

 Education 

Needs: 

 About 3 million school age children require access to education opportunities. Over 1 million of these children 
are displaced school age boys and girls and most of them have missed a whole year of education.  

 1.2 million displaced children between 4 and 17 years of age require access to education. More than 70 per 
cent of displaced children do not have access to education. 

Response: 

 Education partners continue to organize catch-up classes and summer activities for displaced children.  

 Registration of displaced students has started in camps and host community schools. 

 Cluster partners are coordinating back-to-school activities in preparation for the start of the new school year. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Due to the recent displacements in Anbar governorate the number of displaced learners has increased. More 
than 70 per cent do not have access to education.  

 Security is hindering provision of services to learners in Anbar and Salah al-Din governorates.  

 Lack of funding for the education activities remains a significant challenge including lack of space, textbooks 
and qualified teachers.  
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Background on the crisis 
Wide-scale violence and armed conflict erupted in Iraq in January 2014. Initially concentrated in Anbar Governorate, with the cities of 
Ramadi and Falluja particularly affected, the violence and its impact quickly grew, displacing over 500,000 people by May. In June 2014, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), together with other armed groups, attacked and seized control of Mosul and large portions of 
northern Iraq, including areas of Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al-Din governorates. This has led to ongoing armed conflict, massive 
internal displacement, serious and systematic violations of civilian protection and basic human rights, interrupted access to basic services, 
and severe strain on host communities. As a result, Iraq is now contending with one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world, with 
over 8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance as of July 2015. 

Logistics 

Response: 

 The Logistics Cluster supports partners with coordination and information sharing, regular updates and maps 
on access, road conditions, humanitarian community storage capacity and constraints and assets availability. 

 Four partners are currently storing 65.9 metric tons of humanitarian goods in the common storage facility in 
Dahuk, while 28.8 metric tons are stored in Erbil governorate.   

 The cluster maintains presence in Baghdad to secure storage facilities. As additional storage will become 
available in August, it will serve southern and central operations that are currently lacking storage capacity for 
response operations and pre-positioning. 

General Coordination 
The Iraq Humanitarian Pooled Fund allocated its first emergency reserve of US$22.7 million on 26 July. 
Considering the critical humanitarian funding gap faced, the fund’s advisory board decided to allocate the bulk of 
the reserve to Health and WASH clusters who received 35 per cent and 29 per cent respectively. The Shelter/Non-
Food Item Cluster was allocated 9 per cent followed by education, protection and food security clusters. 
Contributions to the fund have been received from Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Giovanni Bosco, Head of Office, bosco@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

 

For more information, please visit http://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info   
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