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This report is produced by OCHA Iraq in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 15 – 21 July. Due to the rapidly 
changing situation, it is possible that the numbers and locations listed in this report may no longer be accurate. The next report will be issued on 
or around 31 July.  

Highlights 

 The security situation remains fluid in Anbar Governorate 
as airstrikes and armed clashes continue.   
 

 Access routes are limited and protection concerns remain 
for people who are stuck between military front lines and 
the checkpoints leading to safer territory.  
 

 Emergency response to displaced people is ongoing. 
People on the move need food, water, shade, shelter, and 
basic household items.  
 

 Funding remains a major concern. More than 80 per cent 
of general health programmes run by humanitarian 
partners have closed, impacting 2 million people. 

 
 
 
 

8.6 m 
people in need 

5.6 m 
targeted for 
assistance 

3.1 m 
internally displaced 
people  

2.9 m 
displaced people 
live outside camps  

3.2 m 
affected people in 
host communities 

0.25 m 
Syrian refugees 

Situation Overview 
The humanitarian situation has worsened in Anbar Governorate. Military operations continue along the Ramadi/Al 

Ameriyat corridor, with reports of airstrikes and armed clashes. Since 8 July, more than 78,300 people have fled 

the area around Saqlawiyah city in Falluja district, according to the International Organization for Migration’s 

emergency displacement tracking. The situation during the past days appears to have stabilized with fewer new 

displacements reported. Many people fleeing Falluja are facing arduous conditions as they try to reach safer 

territory. Displaced people from Falluja report having to cross hundreds of kilometres through desert roads, 

travelling for hours.  

At the same time, protection concerns are increasing for tens of thousands of people stuck between military front 

lines and the checkpoints leading to safer territory. Access routes for displaced people in Anbar are limited and 

many exit routes from Ramadi and Falluja are reportedly blocked or closed. Reportedly, the Islamic State of Iraq 

and the Levant is preventing people from leaving the areas under their control. Information is scarce regarding the 

status and safety of those remaining. Very few civilians have reached Bzeibiz bridge, linking Anbar and Baghdad 

governorates, and access across the bridge remains unpredictable. On 19 July, about 1,200 people who recently 

fled from various locations in Anbar were reported to have moved into the new Al Amal Al Manshoud camp in 

Ameriyat al-Falluja district. Some of these families came from transit camps at Bzeibiz Bridge. A few days later, 

about 700 people were brought from the bridge to camp sites in Ameriyat al Falluja.  

 

Location map. The boundaries and names shown and the design-

ations used on this map do not imply official endorsement or 
acceptance by the United Nations. 
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Emergency response to vulnerable people is ongoing, including planning and preparedness. People need food, 

water, shade and other shelter, and basic household items. Shade and water are particularly critical, due to rising 

temperatures and the threat of dehydration. Humanitarian assistance, including ready-to-eat food rations for three 

days, water and women’s dignity kits, has been provided to 150 displaced families at the Bzeibiz bridge. A medical 

team was deployed to the bridge area at the outset of the displacement.  

Military operations in other areas of the country, including in Salah al-Din and Kirkuk governorates, are causing 

further insecurity and displacement. An explosive device, said to be a truck loaded with explosives, detonated on 

17 July in the old Khan market that lies on the old Baghdad-Diyala road. The attack left over 100 civilians killed and 

many more injured, including children. There have also been reports about people abducted on their way from 

Hawiga district in Kirkuk to Tikrit district in Salah al-Din. Efforts are ongoing to verify these reports.  

Although the number of people requiring assistance continues to rise, funding for humanitarian operations is rapidly 

becoming exhausted. The revised Humanitarian Response Plan that was launched on 4 June is funded at 15 per 

cent. Critical programmes have already shut down and more are at risk of scaling back in health, emergency water 

and sanitation, and dramatic reductions in food rations for displaced people. 

Humanitarian Response 

Protection 

Needs: 

 Some families in Ramadi and Falluja are reportedly unable to leave the conflict areas as fighting intensify.   

 The military operations have triggered new displacement since mid-July with over 1,900 people (320 
households) reportedly making their way to Baghdad and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq using risky routes. 
Access remains unpredictable across Bzeibiz bridge between Anbar and Baghdad governorates.  

 About 6,000 newly displaced people from Ramadi and Tikrit continue to arrive in Erbil Governorate each week. 
Since April 2015, over 60,000 displaced people have arrived in the governorate.  

 313 children have been identified in a child labour assessment in Domiz and Waar city in Dahuk Governorate. 
Over two-thirds of these children are either displaced or from the host community. 

Response: 

 Protection monitoring, legal aid and counselling services continue to be provided to displaced people across 
Iraq. Vulnerable people have been identified for referrals and legal assistance, and legal consultations were 
provided in 180 cases. 

 35 children in need of specialised assistance have been identified by child protection partners at the Harshem 
IDP camp in Kirkuk Governorate. 25 cases have been referred for legal assistance, while 10 cases have 
received mental health and psycho-social support.   

 A new child friendly space has been established at the Laylan IDP camp in Daquq district in Kirkuk Governorate 
and 20 psycho-social support kits delivered. 15 children with disabilities have been identified, registered, and 
referred to specialised support.  

 Psycho-social support continues to be provided to women in Baghdad Governorate who experienced gender-
based violence, including sexual abuse, forced marriage and psychological abuse.  

Gaps and constraints: 

 Security checkpoints have increased in Diyala Governorate following the 17 July bomb attack in Khan Bani 
Saad, which has impeded movement within the governorate and movement of displaced people. 

 Registration by the Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) for displaced people remains suspended in 
Babylon Governorate. In Najaf Governorate, MoDM registration remains closed. Access to displaced people in 
certain areas in Salah al-Din Governorate it is not possible.  

 Access constraints and limited number of child protection actors limit response in central and southern areas.   

 The lack of electricity in camps in Erbil Governorate continues to impede activities. The number of hours for 
running child friendly spaces and child protection unit activities reduced on average by 50 per cent from 8 to 4 
hours over the month of Ramadan.  
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 Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  

Needs: 

 Water quality monitoring and water supply and distribution for displaced people living in camp and non-camp 
settings in Anbar Governorate remains a challenge.  

 About 900 displaced people (150 households) at Bzeibiz bridge require safe drinking water and other WASH 
assistance. New camps in the Ameriyat al-Falluja sub-district needs urgent assistance.  

 Potable water is needed at camps for internally displaced in Abu Ghraib and Mahmoudiya districts in Baghdad 
Governorate and access to water and electric power is needed at the Scout Al-Ghazaliyah IDP camp, Karkh 
district in Baghdad for about 1,500 people (258 tents).   

 About 900 people (150 tents) at the Albo Nemer IDP camp, Mahmoudiya district in Baghdad Governorate are in 
need of showers and latrines.  

 About 900 people (150 households) who are living in unfinished buildings around the Saad IDP camp in 
Ba'quba district, Diyala Governorate need WASH services. 

Response: 

 900 people (150 households) along the Anbar side of the Bzeibiz bridge in Anbar Governorate were provided 
with jerry cans, bottled water, hygiene kits and baby diapers. Three water tanks with a capacity of 5,000 litres 
each were installed.   

 42,000 people (7,000 households) in Habbaniya Tourist City and Ameriyat al-Falluja sub-district in Anbar 
received jerry cans, cool boxes and bottled water.  

 Installation of water and sanitation facilities is ongoing at the Scout Al-Ghazaliyah IDP camp in Karkh district 
and in the Sader Al Yousifyah IDP camp in Mahmoudiya district in Baghdad Governorate. 

 Work continues to install a water treatment unit and water network to serve people along the Najaf and Kerbala 
road in Najaf district.   

Gaps and constraints: 

 The fluid security situation with new displacements and people on the move makes it difficult to deliver critical 
assistance. Many of those newly displaced shelter outside official camps and can be difficult to identify.  

 The summer heat increases the critical situation. Regular supply of drinking water and cool boxes is a priority. 

 28 per cent of WASH projects are presently not functioning due to lack of funding. By the end of July, an 
additional 12 per cent of WASH programmes will close unless funding is urgently received.  

Shelter and Non-Food Items 

Needs: 

 21 per cent of displaced people remain in critical shelter arrangements, including in schools, religious buildings, 
informal settlements, and in unfinished or abandoned buildings. Most are in Anbar, Dahuk, Kirkuk, Najaf and 
Ninewa governorates.  

Response: 

 3,000 displaced people (500 households) received kits with household items for the summer in Balad district in 
Salah al-Din Governorate. The summer kits include mattresses, blankets, water and kerosene jerry cans, either 
a fan or air cooler, and a cool box.  

 108 displaced people (18 households) received additional assistance for the summer, including fans, water jerry 
cans and sleeping mats in Sumel district in Dahuk Governorate.  

 6,111 fans and water jerry cans were provided to displaced households in Zakho district, Dahuk Governorate. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Limited funding continues to constrain shelter and non-food item support to displaced people. By the end of 
July, 59 per cent of shelter/NFI programmes that were running at the start of June will be closed.  

 Health 

Needs: 

 Primary and secondary health care services for displaced people, refugees, host and non-host affected 
communities remain a priority. 
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 Further support for fixed health facilities and the deployment of mobile teams is needed in areas of emerging 
conflict, including Samarra district, Salah al-Din Governorate, and Anbar Governorate.  

 Early detection of disease alerts and timely response to outbreaks is essential. 

Response: 

 15,507 health consultations were done between 11 and 17 July.  

 1,897 births were assisted by a skilled attendant and 518 caesarean sections were performed in areas where 
internally displaced people live.   

 2,813 specialized health consultations were provided to displaced and conflict-affected communities, including 
treatment of chronic diseases, and psycho-social support. 1,943 cases required hospitalization. 

 Health partners supported the delivery of health care services through mobile teams and fixed health centres in 
Ameriyat al-Falluja sub-district, both sides of the Bzeibiz bridge, Habbaniyah town and Al-Khalidiyah sub-district 
in Anbar Governorate. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 Funding remains a major concern. More than 80 per cent of general health programmes run by humanitarian 
partners closed at the end of June, impacting 2 million people. By the end of October, 90 per cent of the original 
health programmes will have closed, unless additional funding is secured.  

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 New regulations allowing displaced people to access rations under Iraq's Public Distribution System at their 
current locations are yet to be fully implemented, leaving millions without access to their food entitlements. Four 
million low-income people rely on the system.  

 Farmers face difficulties in the marketing of their cereal production. Current market prices are significantly lower 
than the Government's subsidised price, placing smaller and more vulnerable farmers out of business.  

Response: 

 33,448 packs of vegetable seeds are being distributed to conflict-affected displaced people, host communities 
and returnees, with particular attention to female-headed households. To date, 12,000 small-scale farmers in 
Anbar, Babylon, Baghdad, Dahuk, Erbil, Kerbala and Anbar governorates received vegetable seeds supply for 
backyard agriculture activities.  

 Food security and livelihoods assessments were conducted in Anbar, Baghdad, Diyala and Kirkuk 
governorates, along with the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. The information will contribute in programmes aimed to 
build the resilience of vulnerable groups to threats to food security and livelihoods.  

 In the first three weeks of July, 25,651 people were provided with ready-to-eat food rations for three days in 
Salah al-Din, Babylon, Qadissiya, and Basrah governorates.  

 Between 1 and 21 July, 249,895 people were provided with vouchers, and 1,098,125 people with monthly family 
food parcels. 

Gaps and constraints: 

 The livelihoods for displaced people, host communities, conflict-affected people and returnees continue to 
deteriorate without sufficient access to agricultural inputs, cereal harvest and post-harvesting activities, livestock 
keeping and disease prevention as a result of lack of funding. 

 Limited access to information about food security in conflict areas is placing additional constraints on the 
delivery of humanitarian aid.   

 Food partners have been distributing half rations since May to conserve the limited supplies available. 

 Road closures are interrupting supply lines resulting in price increases, particularly in Anbar, Kirkuk, Salah al-
Din and Ninewa governorates.  

 Camp Coordination and Camp Management 

Needs: 

 Household items for the summer months, such as air coolers, mini fridges and cool boxes, remain a priority 
need in camps across Iraq.  

 Improved water, lighting and a protective fence are needed at the Eyes of Missan IDP camp in Amara district in 
Missan Governorate. 
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Background on the crisis 
Wide-scale violence and armed conflict erupted in Iraq in January 2014. Initially concentrated in Anbar Governorate, with the cities of 
Ramadi and Falluja particularly affected, the violence and its impact quickly grew, displacing over 500,000 people by May. In June 2014, 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL), together with other armed groups, attacked and seized control of Mosul and large portions of 
northern Iraq, including areas of Diyala, Kirkuk, Ninewa, and Salah al-Din governorates. This has led to ongoing armed conflict, massive 
internal displacement, serious and systematic violations of civilian protection and basic human rights, interrupted access to basic services, 
and severe strain on host communities. As a result, Iraq is now contending with one of the largest humanitarian crises in the world, with 
over 8 million people in need of humanitarian assistance as of July 2015. 

Response: 

 Humanitarian partners are working to improve lighting at the Basrah collective centre in Basrah Governorate 
and a protective fence at the Eyes of Missan IDP camp in Missan Governorate.  

 Education 

Needs: 

 1.2 million displaced children between 4 and 17 years of age require access to education. More than 70 per 
cent of displaced children do not have access to education. 

 Close to 2 million school-aged children in host communities have been affected by the crisis across the country, 
putting an additional strain on an already overburdened education system.   

Response: 

 Education partners are organizing summer activities amongst displaced children.   

 A prefabricated school is being constructed at the Abu Younis IDP camp in Baghdad Governorate. 

 946 school-aged children received clothing in Abu Ghraib district in Baghdad Governorate. As part of the Eid 
holiday, recreational activities were provided to about 50 children at the Marhaba Mall in Erbil.   

Gaps and constraints: 

 Most schools in affected areas are overcrowded or operating in double and triple shifts to accommodate 
demand with limited basic classroom amenities. Lack of adequate number of good quality teachers further 
affects the quality of education provided. Low funding for the sector overall remains a major challenge.     

Logistics 

Response: 

 The Logistics Cluster is addressing the need for regular up-to-date logistical information on road conditions, 
bottlenecks and asset availability.  

 Four partners are currently storing 65.907 MT of humanitarian goods at the common storage facility in Dahuk 
Governorate, while 85.7 MT are stored in Erbil Governorate.  

General Coordination 
The inter-agency call centre for internally displaced people went live in Iraq on 30 June, with an initial outreach 
campaign in Erbil Governorate. Since then, 121 phone calls have been received. Most calls related to food 
assistance, were made by men and by people living outside camp settings. The hotline provides internally 
displaced people with information on services available to them, including registration, education, health, and 
shelter provision. The call centre plans to initiate outreach campaigns in other areas in coming weeks. It can be 
reached at 6999 using any Iraqi mobile carrier.   

 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Giovanni Bosco, Head of Office, bosco@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

David Swanson, Public Information Officer, swanson@un.org, Tel: +964 (0)751 1844379 

 

For more information, please visit http://iraq.humanitarianresponse.info   
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