
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS  
 Nearly 3,000 people returning 

from the Dominican Republic 

have settled in 6 spontaneous 

sites in Anse-a-Pitres; 

 Cholera outbreak: despite the 

slight decrease observed in 

August, vigilance must be 

maintained, especially until the 

end of the hurricane season in 

November; 

 The poorest families, whose all 

sources of income have been 

affected by drought, are seeing 

their purchasing capacity to 

collapse due to the considerable 

increase in the prices of basic 

goods; 

 The underfunding of the 

Emergency Response Fund 

(ERRF) affects the humanitarian 

response in Haiti; from the 5 

million requested in 2015 only 10 

percent has been received. 

 

KEY FIGURES  

Number of IDPs in 
camps 
Source: DTM, June 
2015 

60,801 

Cumulative 
cholera cases 
(1st Jan. to 19 Sept 
2015)  
Source: MSPP  

22,511 

Fatality cases   
(1

st 
Jan. to 19 Sept 

2015)  
Source: MSPP 
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Bi-national situation: in Anse-a-Pitres nearly 
3,000 people need urgent humanitarian 
assistance   
Settled in six spontaneous sites, vulnerable people lack basic living 
conditions 
 

An assessment mission led by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) in the town of Anse-a-Pitres has reported a critical 
humanitarian situation for the returnees from the Dominican Republic. Indeed, in this 
border area of the South East department, 2,833 people (582 families) living in six 
spontaneous sites (Tête à l’Eau, Fond Jeannette, Parc Cadot 1, Parc Cadot 2, Savane 
Galata and Maletchpe) lack adequate food, drinking water and shelter. 
 

The application of the judgment 
"TC 168/13” issued in 2013 by the 
Dominican Constitutional Court 
that resulted in the withdrawal of 
nationality that affected a 
population of over 300,000 
people, most of them of Haitian 
origin, is at the origin of this 
humanitarian crisis. The time to 
regularize cases of appeal has 
expired on 17 June. However, the 
official expulsions have started at 
the beginning of August. 
According to the latest OIM 
(International Organization for 
Migration) report, about 24,000 
people have returned to Haiti, 
including 3,000 officially deported 
by the Dominican authorities. 
However, it should be noted that 
these figures relate only to those 
that were registered and had 
interviews with IOM teams upon 
their return.  
 

The majority of people that 
participated of IOM’s interviews in 
Anse-a-Pitres report they have left 
the Dominican Republic for fear of 
repression. The majority of these 
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people have lived in the country for decades and left their homes with little or no property, 
fleeing mistreatment by their Dominican neighbors and possibly fear of expulsion by 
Dominican immigration. 
"I remember it was a Friday, late afternoon, I returned home from work when I noticed 
roadblocks on the way through my neighborhood; arriving close to my home, I found out 
that my door had been blocked by Dominican neighbors who ordered me to leave" 
testified Joselyne Cajuste, resident of the camp of Fond Jeannette, pregnant and mother 
of 5 children all born in the Dominican Republic. "I had to return to Haiti empty handed 
and without my husband because I feared for my life and the lives of my children," she 
added. 
 

The plight of Joselyne Cajuste is not different from that of the majority of returnees living 
in camps in Anse-a-Pitres. People lack everything: food, clean water, shelter, clothing, 
and etc. "These people live in excruciating poverty. Even food is a luxury for them. To 
eat, they depend on the solidarity of their neighbors, which I deeply respect, "said Benoit 
Desruisseaux, community leader and health worker in Fond Jeannette. 
 

These camps, made of pieces of 
fabric, cardboard, tarps and 
wooden tents covered with 
clothes and foliage, are located 
in flood zones and cannot 
withstand bad weather, and, 
therefore, are very vulnerable to 
natural disasters. 
 

Although the relationship 
between the returnees and the 
host community is very good, 
we must emphasize that the 
resources available are not 
sufficient, even to feed the 
people who already lived in the 

area. A particularly worrying situation for the humanitarian community is the demographic 
pressure which may worsen the situation of famine already affecting the commune of 
Anse-a-Pitres, stroke by a strong drought. In most of these sites, especially Parc Cadot, 
couple of cases of malnutrition were observed. 
 

Risk of a cholera outbreak in the camps 
 

There is also a growing concern about the possibility that the cholera epidemic could 
affect the returnees/deportees, especially in Anse-a-Pitres. In these camps, where 
thousands of people live, the hygiene conditions are inadequate; access to clean water is 
limited and health infrastructures are scarce. In most of these camps, only three latrines 
serve about 500 people. Residents of neighboring communities and camps continue to 
drink water from sources of doubtful quality and the amount of available water is 
insufficient. Many people, especially children, have contracted diseases related to 
hygiene and water. Cases of diarrhea and skin infections are reported. 
 

The mobilization of humanitarian community  
 

Several humanitarian actors including Food for the Poor, IOM, Ayiti Timoun, GARR, 
Jesuit Service for Migrants and Heart to Heart have undertaken the distribution of 
tarpaulins, hygiene kits, food and organized mobile clinics. However, these measures are 
largely insufficient to alleviate the suffering of the many vulnerable families living in these 
sites. On the other hand, prudence must be maintained to avoid creating a “pool factor” 
that may attract more vulnerable people in the sites.  
 

Thus, it is recommended to prioritize relocation initiatives either in their community of 
origin through an assistance program, including support to host families, or, in some 
limited cases, the establishment of shelters meeting the minimum standards of living. 
There is also an urgent need to facilitate access to basic services (sanitation, drinking 
water, food and health) to people living in the existing temporary structures. 
 

 

 

 

Camps are made of end of fabric, pieces of cardboard. 
Photo credit : OCHA Haiti 

The strategic objective of 
the humanitarian team 

intervening in Haiti is to 
support the efforts of the 

Haitian Government to 
identify, track and assist 

migrants/returnees/depor
tees arrived from the 

Dominican Republic by 
ensuring their minimum 

basic services.   
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The humanitarian community, under the leadership of Humanitarian Coordinator and 
assisted by the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), continues to mobilize resources to support the response to this situation. The 
Emergency Response Fund (ERRF) is consulting with operational actors on the 
possibility of allocating US$100,000 from the residual funds to begin the relocation 
process of some families and to meet their basic needs. However, this amount remains 
inadequate given the scale of the needs, in particular to address the humanitarian 
situation in Anse-a-Pitres and the migration issue on the whole territory. 
 

A humanitarian monitoring mechanism is in place 
 

In order to assess the vulnerability of people in the settlements, especially the returnees 
from the Dominican Republic, the Directorate of Civil Protection (DPC), supported by 
OCHA, European Commission (ECHO), UNICEF and the NGOs Coordination Committee 
(CCO), has implemented the “Vulnerability Assessment Harmonized Mechanism” 
(MHEV). 
 

This mechanism is also supported by the NGOs Save the Children, GOAL, Solidarités 
International, Oxfam, GARR, Solidarité Fwontalye, and Jesuit Service for Migrants. In 
order to test the tools of this innovative mechanism, a pilot mission was carried out from 
10 to 11 September in the village of Fond Jeannette in Anse-a-Pitres. Approximately 470 
people and 96 returnees from the Dominican Republic have been targeted as part of this 
assessment. Using structured interviews, focus groups, observations and household 
survey, this pilot evaluation confirmed the precarious situation of families in Fond 
Jeannette. 

 

The MHEV aims to make recommendations to stakeholders and serves to DPC as a 
decision making tool. The resulting report of this pilot mission allowed the DPC to prepare 
its response plan.  

Cholera outbreak: A slight decrease in number 
of cases 
Actors must remain vigilant until the end of the rainy season in November 
 

The latest statistics released by the MSPP indicate a slight decline in the number of 
cholera cases seen in August in comparison to the previous month; the monthly number 
of cases reduced from 2,019 at the end of July 2015 to 1.697 at the end of August. It is 
necessary to note that West (623), Centre (466) and Artibonite (266) departments remain 
the most vulnerable, totaling more than 70 percent (1355) of all cases registered in the 
country. 
 

Despite these positive results, vigilance 
must be maintained throughout the rainy 
season, which runs until November, 
although it is expected that the 
meteorological phenomenon of El Nino will 
extend it to 2016. This is the season where 
the spread of the epidemic is most likely to 
happen, especially in the most vulnerable 
departments which are characterized by the 
lack of water and sanitation, inadequate 
services social and mobility of population. It 
is expected that rainfall activities will continue 
until November. Therefore, all stakeholders must remain mobilized in support of local 
authorities to respond to alerts.  
 

Cholera and other waterborne diseases persist in the country due to the fact that much of 
the Haitian population (42 percent, according to UNICEF) has no access to drinking water 
and adequate sanitation facilities. Moreover, response capacity and medical care are very 
low, coinciding with the gradual withdrawal of many actors in the field. 
 

The Haitian government, with the support of United Nations Agencies and partners, 
continues to implement the cholera elimination plan that preconizes the strengthening of 
epidemiological surveillance, rapid response to outbreaks through Quick Intervention 

The fight against the 
cholera epidemic is a 
priority for the United 

Nations Agencies in Haiti 
and its partners. Thus, 

they continue to support 
the authorities in order for 

the country to have 
adequate health 

infrastructure and 
improve access to 

drinking water in the most 
at-risk communities. 

Source: Accuweather, MSPP, PAHO/WHO 
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Mobile Teams (EMIRA), sensitization of the population about good hygiene practices and 
the improvement of health services, clean water, sanitation and hygiene.  

 

A fundraising for urgent 
humanitarian needs was launched 
in August by the Humanitarian 
Country Team to address the 
shortfall in humanitarian funding 
that affected the response to 
humanitarian situations in Haiti and 
to strengthen the response to 
cholera, in a context where the 
epidemic may resurface with the 
rainy season. Of a total amount of 
25 million requested in the appeal, 
8.8 million are needed to ensure a 
rapid response to cholera outbreaks. 
The objective is to limit the spread of 
the epidemic, especially in the most 
vulnerable departments. 
 

From the beginning of the year, until September 19, 2015, more than 22,000 cases and 
185 deaths were reported; which adds up to 746,000 registered cases and 8,847 deaths 
since October 2010, when the epidemic started. 

Skyrocketing prices of local products: poor 
families pay the bill  
Recent rains are insufficient to face the damage caused by drought in the country 
 

The persistent upward trends in the prices of local products and basic necessities are 
moving quickly after the long drought that hits the country. The Poorer, whose income 
sources are seriously affected by this situation, are seeing their purchasing power 
collapse facing the considerable increase in prices. In the South-East, the North-West, 
North-East and South Peninsula the crisis (IPC Phase 3) will continue until December 
2015, according to the latest updates by the National Coordination for Food Security 
(CNSA) last August. Indeed, the markets continue to lack availability of local products. 
The increase on the prices varied between 20 and 50% for local ground corn and 
between 80 to 130% for beans. Apart from local products, some products like imported 
rice and wheat have registered a variation of 5 to 10% and from 13 to 39% respectively. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Urgent and structural 
measures should be 

strengthened to avoid a 
deterioration of the 

situation of the country’s 
food security. 

Source: MSPP, PAHO/WHO  

Map of current results of food insecurity, August-September 2015. Source: CNSA 
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For the Northern Department, erratic rainfall has affected many crops, such as beans and 
corn, with a loss rate of 70 to 80 percent. In the rice-growing areas of the North-East 
department rice crops are underway, but the lack of water prevents the establishment of 
nursery for the fall campaign. By the other hand, in the Artibonite Valley, rice farmers 
conduct transplanting operations for crops that will be held in the month of November. 
The biggest challenges remain the low availability of water and the price of chemical 
fertilizer that is sells for more than 1,500 gourdes against 900 gourdes set by the Ministry 
of Agriculture. 
 

Impact on vulnerable populations 
 

The lack of availability of agricultural products and lower revenue have been affecting the 
capacity of poor households to access food without resorting to negative coping 
strategies that can threaten their future consumption. Drought has exacerbated the 
shortage of water in several municipalities of Artibonite, South-East and South 
departments among others. This context increases the risk of waterborne diseases, as 
households are forced to use water of doubtful origin. In some cases, as in the South-
East, the water shortage prevents families to prepare food or to take baths. 
 

Apart from the scarcity caused by drought, some areas in several departments received 
light rains falls, somehow enhancing the current crop. In the South department, the most 
important crops are those of perennial crops although they remain under normal levels. 
The harvest of the main products, including maize and beans, is more significant in 
irrigated areas, although they have also been affected by the lack of water in riverbeds. 
Nevertheless, these rains are clearly insufficient to mitigate the damage of the drought 
caused by El Niño in the country. According to the outlook of both CNSA and FEWS-Net, 
there is a strong likelihood that El Niño (less than normal rainfall) will persist until the 
beginning of 2016. The forecast is rather pessimistic for the next winter season compared 
to the climate rampant and limited inputs. And due to the inadequacy of response actions 
to address deficits, the country cannot prevent potential risks of deterioration of food 
security in the coming months.  

OCHA is concerned about the underfunding of 
Emergency Response Fund ERRF in Haiti 
Only 10 percent of the 5 million requested in 2015 were received 

 

In line with the strategy for 2015 of the Emergency Response Fund managed by the UN 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), $5 million have been 
requested to support the humanitarian response during this year. However, only one 
generous contribution, from Sweden, of 581,000 dollars has been recorded to date. 
 

A rather concerning 
situation for it affects the 
ability of humanitarian 
actors to provide urgent 
assistance to the 
multiple crises that the 
country is currently 
facing. The underfunding 
has weakened the 
capacity to respond to 
the main humanitarian 
issues in the country: the 
cholera epidemic, the 
emergencies during the 
hurricane season, the 
famine caused by 
drought that affects over 
3 million people as well 
as the migration crisis 
between Haiti and the 
Dominican Republic.  
 

Despite underfunding, the 
Emergency Relief and 

Response Fund (ERRF) - 
managed by OCHA - has 
provided $3 million, from 

January to September 
2015, being 73.5% to 

tackle the cholera 
epidemic 

                   Source: OCHA Haiti  
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For further information, please contact: 

 

Widlyn Dornevil, Public Information Officer, dornevil@un.org, (509) 3702 5182 

Alix Nijimbere, Humanitarian Reporting Officer, nijimbere@un.org, (509) 3702 5790 
 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at haiti.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int 

Join OCHA Haïti on social media : @OCHAHaiti | OCHAHaiti 
 
 

In this context, the 15 emergency response projects, worth $ 3.2 million dollars, 
implemented in 2015, were only funded due to the existence of remainders from 2014. 
Most of these funds were used in 9 projects (US $ 2.2 million) to respond to cholera 
outbreaks. These projects have contributed substantially to reducing the impact of the 
epidemic on affected communities (metropolitan area of Port-au-Prince and in the 
departments most affected as the Artibonite, South-Eastern, Central and North-West). 
 

Regarding the activities of 
disaster preparedness and 
response, 4 projects ($ 0.8 
million) were funded to support 
the needs in the West, North 
and North-East departments. 
Various urgent activities such 
as immunization of children 
against diphtheria at national 
level and one project to protect 
people expelled from the 
Dominican Republic received 
$ 0.2 million (2 projects). 
 

The overall goal of the Emergency Response Fund in Haiti (ERRF Haiti) is to strengthen 
the role of the Humanitarian Coordinator in emergency response and to provide capacity 
for action to the entire humanitarian community. It ensures rapid and strategic funding for 
humanitarian emergencies such as the response to cholera outbreaks, disasters 
preparedness and response as well as any other unforeseen emergency. 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
  

                     Source: OCHA Haiti 
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