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Situation 

 

1.    On 23 May, it was reported that Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) had taken control of the town of 
Husayba Al-Sharqiyah, east of Ramadi in Anbar Governorate, and was moving on the town of Khaldiyah. 
Internally displaced persons (IDPs) reportedly started to leave ahead of the ISIL advance. On 24 May, ISIL 
reportedly launched mortars into the Habbaniya airbase. On 25 May, it was reported that forces loyal to the 
Iraqi Government retook Husayba Al-Sharqiyah.   
   

Displacement 
 

2.    Since 15 May, the International Organization for Migration’s (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) has 
recorded that 11,539 families (approximately 69,234 individuals) have been displaced from Ramadi. Of these, 
85 per cent – equal to 9,803 families – are displaced within Anbar Governorate. In total, over 180,000 people 
have fled Ramadi District since military operations and ISIL attacks escalated on 8 April 2015. 
 

3.    As fighting continues to threaten areas east of Ramadi, there has been a new movement of 1,345 families 
(8,070 individuals) from Khaldiyah Sub-district to different locations in Fallujah District over the past few days. 
 

4.    The Anbar side of the Bzbiz Bridge, currently the only exit from Anbar Governorate to Baghdad Governorate, 
remains congested with people, despite Government efforts to alleviate the situation. The Chairman of the 
Parliamentary Committee of Migration Raad Aldhlki stated that Baghdad security authorities had granted 
access to 40,000 IDPs from Anbar through the Bzbiz Bridge last week, following verification of sponsorship.   
 

5.    Due to the continued restrictions at the Bzbiz Bridge, most of those fleeing Khaldiyah Sub-district went to 
Amiriyat al-Fallujah, with reports that an estimated 4,000 families (24,000 individuals) arrived by 24 May. 
 

6.    On 23 May, the Government of Iraq (GoI) called an emergency cell meeting chaired by the Chief of Staff of the 
Prime Minister’s Office.  The following decisions were made: 
 

 The Sadr al Yusufiyah area on the Baghdad side of the Bzbiz Bridge would be developed as an IDP 
site. An assessment report will be shared, including a proposed site plan. 

 500 families will be sent to an existing Ministry of Displacement and Migration (MoDM) camp in Abu 
Ghraib District. 

 The Deputy Minister of Transport would contact the Kurdistan Regional Government to explore the 
potential of relocating 500 families to Erbil. 

 The Iraq Red Crescent Society (ICRS) identified a site in Babylon Governorate that has the capacity to 
host up to 1,000 families. This arrangement is contingent upon security clearance from authorities in 
Babylon and Baghdad. 
 

7.    A UN assessment mission to the Amiriyat al Falluja IDP site confirmed 553 caravans and an increasing number 
of tents being established at the site. 
 

8.    The health situation in Al Khalidiya Sub-district is deteriorating. As the primary health centre (PHC) and 
emergency hospital are closed, patients are being relocated to Fallujah. The World Health Organization (WHO) 
is currently investigating the situation. 
 

9.    The PHC in the city of Habbaniyah received 890 patients on 22 May and 925 on 23 May. These numbers have 
overwhelmed the two doctors working there. Neither of the PHC’s laboratory or delivery room are 
functioning. 

  

  



Response 
 

10.  Some 20 trucks, carrying 9,000 Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) kits, including ready-to-eat food rations 
(known as Immediate Response Rations, or IRRs), hygiene kits and other non-food items (NFIs), arrived in the 
city of Amiriyat al Fallujah in Anbar Governorate on 25 May to support recently displaced families.  
 

11.  Over the past two days, 1,489 RRM kits were distributed to displaced families at the Bzbiz Bridge, in camps, 
mosques and schools in Abu Ghraib District in Baghdad Governorate, the Qaratapa Checkpoint and Quarato 
IDP Camp in Sulaymaniyah Governorate. Implementing partners of the RRM Consortium, the World Food 
Programme (WFP) and the UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) distributed the kits. 
 

12.  Some 2,800 dignity kits were provided to displaced families in the Habbaniya Tourist City as part of the RRM 
response. Emergency reproductive health kits were also provided to Amiriyat al-Fallujah health facilities by 
the UN Population Fund (UNFPA), with the support of the World Health Organization (WHO).   
 

13.  The distribution of family food rations – dry food rations covering a family of five people for one month – for 
5,700 IDP families (34,200 individuals) was completed in Amiriyat al-Fallujah. 
 

14.  To support the emergency shelter needs of people displaced from Ramadi District, installation of 260 tents 
began in Amiriyat Al-Fallujah, near Al Amal Al Manshoud Collective Center, supported by the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNHCR). The agency also began preparations to deploy materials for shade on the Anbar side of Bzbiz 
Bridge and partitions for collective shelters at the Al Khair Mosque in Karkh District, Baghdad Governorate. 
 

15.  In an effort to improve access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for an estimated 3,500 displaced 
people, emergency items have been distributed by UNICEF and implementing partners over the past four days 
to various collective centers in Baghdad Governorate (including al Khadra’a Camp, Takiya and Al Jamia’a 
collective centers and Al Resala Tented Camp). In total, 310 hygiene kits, 14 water tanks, 26 mobile latrines, 31 
family water kits, 310 toilet jars, 150 cool boxes and 22,500 packs of baby diapers were provided. Additionally, 
UNICEF is conducting hygiene promotion campaigns to decrease typical health risks in al Khadra’a Camp in 
Baghdad Governorate, benefitting approximately 160 IDP families (960 individuals). 
 

16.  Daily water trucking services in Nukhaib, Ameriyat al-Fallujah, Habaniya and Khaldiyah sub-districts in Anbar 
Governorate are ongoing, providing an estimated 14,200 IDPs with access to sufficient and safe drinking 
water. 
 

17.  From 19 to 23 May, UNICEF and the Directorate of Health vaccinated a total of 12,151 children under 15 years 
of age displaced from Ramadi against polio and 8,546 children nine months to 15 years of age against 
measles. 
 

18.  Approximately 200 children have been registered by UNICEF and its partners for psychosocial support 
activities in child friendly spaces in four newly established camps in Baghdad Governorate (Asia and Jamia’a 
collective centres, Khadra’a Camp and Nida’a Mosque).  
 

19.  WHO donated one trauma kit, two diarrhea disease kits and two interagency health kits to a local partner in 
order to support them with the management of patients in Nukhaib and Ameriyat al-Fallujah sub-districts in 
Anbar Governorate. 

  
The information in this note was compiled by OCHA Iraq based on a variety of sources, including the Government 
of Iraq, local authorities, UN agencies, international non-government organizations, media reports, and key 
informant interviews. 
  
The next Flash Update will be issued as required. For more information, contact David Swanson swanson@un.org or 
visit the Humanitarian Operations Centre, Erbil. 
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