
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
 SGBV reported in 50 per 

cent of sites assessed in 

Borno by protection actors. 

 Protection risks faced by 

women are directly related to 

access to assistance and 

prior skills. 

 Cash-based livelihood 

assistance needed in Yobe 

to support women who are 

finding ways out of extreme 

food insecurity and 

displacement. 

FIGURES 

# people in need 
of humanitarian 
assistance. 

7 m 

# IDPs 2.4 m 

# people in need 
of urgent food 
assistance 

2.5 m 

# malnourished 
children under 5 
and, pregnant 
and lactating 
women 

2.5 m 

# Nigerian 
refugees 

155,000 

# returned 
refugees (since 
1 August 2015) 

90,000 

  

FUNDING 

248 million  
requested (US$) 

 

28% funded (as of 7 

June 2016) 
 

Women facing high risk of abuse in Borno 
displacement sites 
In recent months, three new assessments of the protection risks faced by the affected 
people living in Borno State have become available, all of which expose the increasing 
vulnerability of women.1 
 

Higher number of female-headed households 
Displacement and conflict have destroyed traditional hierarchies and resulted in a large 
number of female-headed households across the North-East, increasing the burden of 
responsibility shouldered by women.  In terms of the traditional household and community 
structures of the region, this leaves these households without the traditional support 
networks.  In some households, the strict Islamic tenet of kulle - which prevents women 
from leaving the home in search of a livelihood - is still practiced. 
 
Related to this, links were found between gender and livelihoods, especially negative 
livelihood strategies. IDPs and host community members are having to resort to 
increasingly risky activities in order to meet their basic needs.  Assistance delivery 
outside of Maiduguri and its environs is sporadic at best, and female-headed households 
are more likely to be food insecure.2 An increasing number of women and girls in newly-
accessible areas of the state have resorted to high risk coping strategies like 
transactional sex in exchange for money or food in order to feed their families.  Women 
and girls in the camps of Maiduguri are also increasingly resorting to survival sex, most 
notably in relation to food distribution within the camps or in order to secure permission to 
leave the camps that restrict IDP movement. 
 
Traditionally, women have the role of collecting firewood for the household, and many are 
continuing this as a livelihood strategy, selling a bundle of 15-20 sticks for 100 naira (50 
US cents).  Reports of women being attacked and raped while carrying out this task are 
increasing, and in the newly-accessible areas where Boko Haram still have a marked 
presence, there have been reports of women being killed and/or abducted. 
 

 

                                                      
 
1 PSWG Nigeria, Rapid Protection Assessment Report, Borno State 

http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/rapid-protection-assessment-report-borno-state-nigeria-may-2016; 
Mercy Corps, Southern Borno Rapid Assessment  http://reliefweb.int/report/nigeria/southern-borno-
rapid-assessment-february-2016; NRC, Reaching the most vulnerable? The protection crisis in the 
Lake Chad Basin http://www.nrc.no/?did=9218490#.V1BQrMsm7IU. All information in this article 
comes from these reports, unless otherwise stated. 
2 http://documents.wfp.org/stellent/groups/public/documents/ena/wfp284225.pdf.  
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Rates of sexual abuse have increased 

Additionally, the rate of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) has increased from 
pre-conflict levels.  Amongst displaced households, increased SGBV is being reported, as 
frustration grows and coping mechanisms wane under the strain of protracted 
displacement.  The assessment by the Protection Sector Working Group recorded reports 
of rape and sexual abuse in almost 50 per cent of the 26 sites covered, including camps 
and host communities in Maiduguri, where humanitarian assistance is concentrated, and 
in the rural areas. 
 

 
Displaced women and girls face disproportionate protection risks.                                                               Credit: OCHA/J. Kindra 

Access to assistance and prior vocational skills affect vulnerability 

The conflict is still a barrier to accessing the most vulnerable people, and limited access 
to humanitarian assistance is a factor in the increasing protection risks in the newly-
accessible areas.  Outside of Maiduguri and its environs, an estimated 200,000 people 
are living in camps and host communities, with limited access to humanitarian assistance. 
There are fewer operational partners in these areas, predominantly due to ongoing 
insecurity.  As many of these areas have only recently opened up, this is the first time 
international humanitarians have been able to assess needs, which makes a needs-
based delivery of assistance complicated.  Moreover, displacement in these areas is still 
ongoing, and the numbers of people in camps and host communities changes rapidly.  
Getting the goods and services to the places where the people who most need them can 
reach them is another challenge: the ongoing conflict prevents regular, sustainable 
delivery.  The few partners who are operating in these areas are unable to match the 
burgeoning needs of the people living there. 
 
What is clear from all three assessments is that the protection risks women are facing are 
directly linked to the level of assistance they are able to reach on a regular basis, their 
prior vocational skills and capacity to carry them out.  A comprehensive, multi-sector 
approach from humanitarian partners will help mitigate these risks, especially for the most 
vulnerable.  Livelihood strategies need to be urgently addressed, and vocational training 
and measures to improve financial literacy amongst women and youth introduced.  The 
findings of the various assessments provide a baseline on which to build a strategic 
approach, in order to ensure that the most vulnerable are being reached first with 
assistance, and no-one in the North-East is being left behind. 
 

Protection risks faced by 

women are linked to access 

to assistance and prior 

vocational skills. 

An increasing number of 

women and girls are 

resorting to risky livelihood 

strategies to feed their 

families, both in and out of 

camps. 
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Rains could compound IDP plight in Yobe 

Grass shelters in Kukareta camp, Yobe.                                                                                                    Credit: OCHA/O. Bakano 
 

Brief showers signalling the start of the rainy season have begun, and tens of thousands 
of displaced people sheltering in grass huts in various sites around Damaturu, the capital 
of Yobe State, will endure more adversity if assistance is not brought in time. 

In the sites hosting the displaced, huts clad with rain-proof plastic sheeting stand amid 
dozens of makeshift shelters made of sticks and grass. A few mud-walled houses 
intersperse them. Heavy downpours and storms are common during the rainy season. In 
the coming months, the risk of flooding and water-borne diseases could add to the 
hardship the internally displaced persons (IDPs) in Damaturu are currently facing. 

Officials from the State Emergency Management Agency (SEMA) and humanitarian 
partners in Yobe point out that simple plastic sheeting will be sufficient to make the rainy 
season more bearable to the children, women and their families already grappling with 
tough life in displacement. 

Little assistance 

More than 135,000 people are living in displacement, mostly with local communities, in 
Yobe. There has been little assistance towards improving the shelters.  At Kukareta, an 
IDP settlement outside the state capital, Damaturu, Malam Gado, who has lived in the 
site for nearly one year, said that one of the major difficulties they faced was lack of 
suitable shelter. “When we can, we come together and build mud houses because we 
don’t have enough tents,” he said. 

Alhaji Makinta, the leader of his community now living in displacement in Kukareta, 
recounted a precipitous escape from a violent Boko Haram raid that meant little or no 
possessions were brought along during the flight for safety. “We have nothing,” he 
stressed. “Our shelters here are rough and the rains are approaching.” 

There have been calls and efforts ahead of the rainy season to improve the living 
conditions of the displaced across the many sites in the conflict-hit states of Nigeria’s 
north-east. In Yobe, however, there are no NGOs working in the Shelter Sector. Efforts 
are still being made to provide materials in time to stave off adversity during the rainy 
season. 

Disease outbreaks 

Last year, the rainy season triggered a cholera outbreak in Borno, including in camps for 
the displaced. There are fears that malaria and other water-borne diseases could erupt 

Grass shelters will not stand 

up to the heavy downpours 

and storms that are common 

during the rainy season.   

“We have nothing.  Our 

shelters are rough and the 

rains are approaching.” 
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this year if conditions in the camps, especially housing, are not upgraded. Most of the IDP 
sites outside Damaturu are on flat terrain that favour water logging.    

Constructing drainage furrows and distribution of mosquito nets are other preventive 
measures that are being considered in the IDP settlements around Damaturu.  

While the rains are likely to worsen the daily struggle faced by the displaced, it is also 
hoped they will improve food production. Some IDPs in host communities have been 
allocated farmland and preparations are underway. However, to improve agricultural 
output in Yobe, where farming is the economic mainstay and the conflict has devastated 
livelihoods, significant assistance in terms of implements and inputs is required. This is 
yet to happen. 

Displaced women in Yobe are looking to the 
future 
Displacement has disproportionately affected 
the most vulnerable in the North-East of 
Nigeria.  IDPs in camps and host communities 
mostly come from lower socio-economic 
backgrounds, many having fled the violence 
leaving behind what little they had. Farming, 
small trading and pastoralism are common prior 
occupations amongst the displaced 
communities. 
 
Within this demographic, women have been 
badly affected.  Many have lost husbands, 
fathers, brothers and sons, and now find 
themselves as heads of households, and 
having to provide for their families for the first time.  Amongst these women precarious 
livelihood strategies have been observed, including begging and in some cases, 
transactional sex. Even the common, traditional occupation of collecting and selling 
firewood is putting them at increased risk of rape and abduction. 
 

Tired of hunger, displacement and dependence 

In the camps and host communities of Yobe State, many of the women know what they 
need to move towards more sustainable means of providing for their families.  Tired of 
displacement, tired of being hungry and tired of being dependent upon humanitarian 
assistance, they have identified their own ways forward. 
 
In Kaseisa host community in Damaturu Local Government Area, Hafsa explains: “There 
are lots of women here who are now family providers, but there is no work.  We are dying 
from hunger and Ramadan is coming.  We have a miserable life.” 
 
Hafsa lost her daughter and her husband when Boko Haram attacked their village in 
Gujba area of Yobe State one year ago.  She fled to Kaseisa with her remaining children, 
and has taken on the care of unaccompanied and separated children since arriving in the 
host community. 
 
Hafsa and her husband had been farmers and cattle herders in Gujba.  She says that if 
she had enough money to buy cows she would sell the milk to earn money to feed her 
family.   

 
Credit: OCHA/K. Pond 
Women and children make up the majority of the 
population of Pompomari camp, in Yobe State. 

“There are lots of women 

here who are now family 

providers, but there is no 

work…We have a miserable 

life.” 

Displacement has 

disproportionately affected 

the most vulnerable. 
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Habiba and Hauwa, a mother and daughter living in Abbari YBC host community in 
Damaturu, agree.  They too had been farmers and cattle herders, until Boko Haram 
burned their livestock and farmlands.  In an effort to move on with their lives, they have 
been investigating farming opportunities in the local area. 
 
“We want to farm again.  The land here is fertile and not expensive, but the process of 
getting land from the host communities is very difficult.  We need to feed our family, and 
pay our children’s school fees.  Our children must go back to school.” 
 

 
Women in Pompomari camp in Yobe State congregate under the shade of the trees.                                  Credit: OCHA/K. Pond 
 

On a mat under the shade of a tree in Pompomari camp in Damaturu, Fanna has set up 
her hairdressing business.  She fled to Damaturu from her village 18 months ago with her 
husband and daughters.  Through her business she is able to earn a little money, but 
most of her clients are camp residents, and many can’t pay.   
 
“We don’t have money or clothes.  We have basic needs we can’t provide for.  We are 
becoming destitute.  Even our children have no clothes,” says Fanna. 
 
Zara, one of Fanna’s clients, agrees: “We need cash.  I want to establish a small tailoring 
business, but I need money to buy a sewing machine.” 
 

Transitional livelihoods assistance is needed 

The displaced women of Yobe are looking forwards. Tired of the life conflict and 
displacement have forced upon them, they have identified a way out of dependence and 
hunger for themselves.  Across the camps and host communities, the message is a 
common one: these women need cash-based assistance to establish the livelihoods they 
have identified for themselves.  Tailoring, processing and selling flour or groundnut oil, 
selling milk, making the condiment kolwa from locally-sourced seeds, farming, rearing 
cows and goats: the women know what to do to feed their families. 
 
There are women like Hafsa, Habiba, Hauwa, Fanna and Zara in the camps and host 
communities across North-East Nigeria, many of whom are now managing households 

“We want to farm again…We 

need to feed our family, and 

pay our children’s school 

fees.  Our children must go 

back to school.” 

Some women with prior 

vocational skills are setting 

up small businesses in the 

camps. 
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for the first time in their lives.  Putting them front and centre of the response, and 
providing cash-based livelihoods assistance in a flexible manner that takes into account 
their other responsibilities is a vital step towards the solutions these women are looking 
for.   
 
At present, the Yobe State Government and state line ministries supported by 20 
humanitarian partners are providing protection, water and sanitation, food security and 
nutrition, health, education and early recovery assistance to IDPs and host communities, 
including cash-based assistance in Bade and Nguru Local Government Areas.  But these 
women are tired of hand-to-mouth existence.   
 

 
Food assistance is still urgently needed in Yobe, in conjunction with longer-term programmes.                 Credit: OCHA/J. Kindra 

 
In Yobe, as in Adamawa and Gombe, the conflict has diminished, opening up the space 
required for longer-term transitional assistance. Immediate food assistance and 
emergency shelter need to continue through the rainy and lean seasons, but longer-term 
planning is required in conjunction, to help these women move forwards.  A 
comprehensive, multi-sector, multi-agency programme of assistance including education, 
livelihoods assistance and early recovery across the state would help women like Hafsa, 
Habiba, Hauwa, Fanna and Zara move beyond dependence and back into self-
sustainability. 
 

 

For further information, please contact:  
Vincent Lelei, Head of Office, lelei@un.org, Tel. (+234) 090378110140 

Kate Pond, Public Information Officer, pond@un.org, Tel. (+234) 07067754832 

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at www.unocha.org/nigeria | www.unocha.org | www.reliefweb.int  

 

 

Tired of the life conflict and 

displacement, have forced 

upon them, women have 

identified a way out of 

dependence and hunger for 

themselves. 
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