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Facts & Figures 

 

Most populous African 
country with over  
178 million inhabitants 
 
 
 2.3 million people 

displaced in northern 

Nigeria  
 

 Over 190.000 
refugees and 
returnees in Niger, 
Chad and Cameroon 

 

 5.2 million people 
food insecure in 
eight states of 
Northern Nigeria 
(Cadre Harmonisé) 
 

 612 800 acutely 
malnourished 

children in eight 
states of north 
Nigeria (UN) 

 
 

European Commission 
humanitarian aid: 

€64 million since 2014 

 

 

 

€ 

 

 

Hundreds of thousands of children are displaced following escalating violence. ©EC/ECHO/Anouk 

Delafortrie 

Key messages

 In seven years of conflict with brutal attacks on the civilian 
population in north-eastern Nigeria, over 20 000 people have been 
killed and 2.3 million are displaced within the country.  

 Many internally displaced (IDPs) live in dire conditions in informal 
settlements. They need shelter, food, water and healthcare. 
Indiscriminate violence has forced over 190 000 people to flee to 

neighbouring Niger, Cameroon and Chad.  

 The European Commission is providing immediate assistance to 
cover the basic needs of the displaced and of refugees in 

neighbouring countries. However, more humanitarian support is 
needed.  

 In the far north of Nigeria, few international agencies and 

organisations are present due to the remoteness of the affected 
areas and the volatile security situation. The European 
Commission advocates for an increased presence of humanitarian 

organisations on the ground so that more people in need can be 
reached.  

 The conflict has had a negative impact on agriculture and trade, 

thus worsening the difficult food and nutrition situation in northern 
Nigeria. Many health facilities have shut down and thousands of 

malnourished children are not receiving the treatment they need 
to survive. In response to this emergency, the European 
Commission funds emergency food assistance and the community 

management of malnutrition. 

Nigeria 
ECHO FACTSHEET 

 

 

 
shortage 

mailto:echo-info@ec.europa.eu
http://ec.europa.eu/echo
http://bit.ly/echo-fs
http://bit.ly/echo-fs


 

 

*All the latest ECHO Factsheets: 
bit.ly/echo-fs ECHO Factsheet – Nigeria – April 2016 - Page 2 /3 

 

Humanitarian situation and needs 

Nigeria is Africa's leading oil producer. Despite its large oil revenues, it has one of the highest levels 

of income disparity worldwide and is facing considerable humanitarian challenges, poverty and 

growing inequalities. The majority of the population has no access to health care, education and safe 

drinking water and other basic goods and services, making 6.2 million people depended on external 

assistance.  

Since 2009, Nigeria has faced the insurgency of the militant group Boko Haram that is aiming to 

establish an Islamic caliphate in the North-East of the country and regularly clashes with the army 

and self-defence groups. The ongoing violence in north-eastern Nigeria has claimed the lives of 

thousands of civilians in the past year alone. Particularly violent attacks took place in towns 

bordering Niger*, Chad* and Cameroon*.  

The widespread violence in the north-east of Nigeria due to Boko Haram has prompted a massive 

exodus. Since a state of emergency was declared in Yobe, Borno and Adamawa states in 2013, 

massacres, suicide bombings and mass abductions have become daily threats across the region. 2.3 

million Nigerians have been forcibly displaced within the country. While some displaced 

families have found shelter with relatives, hundreds of thousands of people live in precarious 

conditions in informal settlements, schools, courtyards and open fields in and around towns where 

they mostly rely on the charity of local communities. Over 190 000 have fled to neighbouring 

Niger, Cameroon and Chad. Despite recent success by the regional armed forces in driving Boko 

Haram out of many areas, the group is committing hit and run attacks against the population. A safe 

return of IDPs and refugees is currently not possible and the volatile situation hampers needs 

assessments and the provision of aid. Few international agencies and organisations are present in 

the far north. 

The violence has disrupted local markets and agricultural production, with consequences beyond 

Nigeria’s borders. Known as the "food basket" of the Sahel, the impact on regional food markets is 

of particular concern. In Borno and Yobe, food insecurity* has reached crisis levels. In eight 

northern Sahel states alone, an estimated 612 800 children will suffer from acute malnutrition 

in 2016. Infant and maternal mortality rates have skyrocketed in recent years due to low 

vaccination coverage and a high prevalence of diarrhoea and acute malnutrition. 

The country is regularly affected by seasonal floods and epidemics such as cholera, polio and 

measles. 

The European Union's humanitarian response 

The European Commission allocated €21.5 million for humanitarian assistance in Nigeria in 

2015 and has an initial budget of €31 million for its 2016 response. The needs are immense 

and due to the difficulties in access that organisations face, especially in the north-east of the 

country, providing humanitarian assistance in Nigeria remains very challenging. 

Since 2010, the European Commission has increased its funding for humanitarian projects in Nigeria 

and is currently focusing on providing immediate assistance to cover the basic needs of the large 

number of internally displaced people in the states of Borno, Yobe and Adamawa. Health care 

and the protection of displaced people and victims of violence are also priorities. Emergency food 

assistance as well as non-food items are being provided to those who have sought refuge across 

the border in neighbouring countries. The Commission advocates for an increased presence of 

international humanitarian organisations, including OCHA and other UN agencies, full and 

unhindered humanitarian access to people in need and enhanced coordination among aid 

organisations.  

The Commission also funds projects to improve community management of acute malnutrition as 

well as health care. EU support for nutrition care has encouraged the Nigerian authorities to 

recognize undernutrition as a public health concern. The Commission also funds emergency 

operations in response to epidemics such as cholera. 
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Examples of humanitarian projects in Nigeria  

 

Funded by the European Commission's Humanitarian 
Aid and Civil Protection department (ECHO), 

humanitarian partner organisations like OXFAM and the 
International Rescue Committee are addressing the 
basic needs of the displaced in terms of food 

assistance, water and sanitation as well as access to 
health care. ©EC/ECHO/I. Coello 

 

Severe acute malnutrition is responsible for more 
than a third of all child deaths in Nigeria. In the northern state of Katsina, the European 

Commission has been funding Save the Children for 
the community management of acute malnutrition. 
In 2015, 90 000 severely malnourished children were 

treated and 1 000 health workers were trained in the 
management of malnutrition. In addition, 1 240 

community volunteers were instructed to detect 
undernourished children and refer them to treatment 
centres. With its partners, ECHO has contributed to a 

significant scaling up of nutrition care for acutely 
malnourished children in Nigeria in the last years, 
from 40 000 in 2010 to over 285 000 in 2014. 

©Save the Children 

 

ECHO has partnered with various organisations to 
provide emergency assistance to those who seek 

refuge in Niger and on islands of Lake Chad. The 
International Rescue Committee is helping particularly 
vulnerable people and children who were separated 

while fleeing to reunite with their families. 
©EC/ECHO/Anouk Delafortrie 

 

The European Commission has also been responding 
to epidemics such as cholera. Funded by the EU, 
UNICEF is addressing the cholera outbreak that is 

affecting seven IDP camps and some surrounding 
communities in Maiduguri, Borno state, since early 
September. Overcrowded shelters and the lack of 

clean water and sanitation facilities increase the risk 
of epidemics for both the displaced population and 
host families. Previously, EU-funded Médecins Sans 

Frontières to set up cholera treatment centres in 
Borno State in response to a sharp increase of 
cholera cases and is carrying out cholera prevention 

actions in Bauchy state. Cholera is transmitted via contaminated water or food and is deadly if 
left untreated. Thanks to efficient measures, which mostly consist of keeping people suffering 
from cholera hydrated, the percentage of patients who have died of the disease was reduced 

to 1.2%. ©EU/ECHO/Christophe Valingot 
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