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The objective of this document is to provide an update on the humanitarian situation at New Prison IDP 

Settlement. The context is constantly changing and as such partners are encouraged to liaise directly 

with OCHA Borno Office for further updates. 

 Location 
New Prison is an unofficial settlement situated in Maiduguri Metropolitan City (MMC), Shehuri North 

ward. The settlement is on the corner of Bama/Kashim Ibrahim road and Maiduguri-Labe-Kukawa road, 

opposite the new prison close to Maiduguri railway station and the Shehu’s Palace. This is the Google 

Map link and the GPS coordinates taken at the entry point New Prison are Latitude 11.856110° 

Longitude 13.161880°. 

 

The plot of land IDPs where the settlement is located belongs to a private individual who has consented 

for IDPs to stay until they decide to return to their respective local government area (LGAs). The owner, 

Mr Shettima Babakura Alkali, has been supporting the IDPs with food, health care and other basic 

needs. He seems open to the construction of permanent and semi-permanent structures like boreholes, 

latrines and other WASH facilities being built on the land. Partners visiting the location should get in 

contact with Mr Shettima Babakura Alkali at 08090699520 beforehand as a courtesy.  

 

See Annex 1- New Prison IDP Settlement Map for more details 

 

 Settlement and Surroundings 
New Prison settlement is a small-enclosed 

site of 5,425.5 sq m. populated by IDPs in 

makeshift tents. There are IDPs living in 

communities around the camp who are 

hosted in established structures. When 

assessing, registering and communicating 

it is important to bear in mind that many 

women are reported to go to the Custom 

Market daily, returning between 5 and 6 

pm.  

 

Adjacent to the space with the IDP 

structures is a disused warehouse. The 

warehouse has no lighting and limited 

ventilation, but is used by the IDPs, 

particularly as a safe space during storms.  

 

 Safety and Security 
The site is currently protected by two soldiers and two CJTF. IDPs report they feel secure at the site. 

There are no tensions with the surrounding communities. There are no reports of movement restrictions. 
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         IDPs in New Prison. Credit: OCHA Z. Murtala 
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Humanitarian Overview 
According to the leader of the IDPs, Bulama Kalli, the site is hosting 3,015 IDPs from Mafa, Bama, 

Konduga and Dikwa LGAs with the majority from Konduga LGA. The assessment could not document 

the number of of household because it varied between 4 and 7 depending on the LGAs of origin. DTM 

has not covered the site during the past assessments.  

 

The IDPs arrived in the location more than a year ago, after the military’s operation in their LGAs of 

origin. They reported there are more children in the settlement than adults. The ratio is about 3:1 and 

women outnumber men at least 3 to 1. Most women at the settlement live without their husbands while 

some are widows. Many IDPs engage in petty trading, knitting and selling of traditional caps. The 

women that engage in trading carry out their activities at the Custom Market, which is the economic hub 

in the area.  There were no signs of farming, livestock or small animal keeping.  

 

Needs 

 Food Security 

The IDPs have limited access to food. Currently, food and other essential 
assistance are been provided by the landowner, Shettima Alkali.  

 Health 

Healthcare, particularly women’s and children’s healthcare has been a challenge. 
The land owner has often paid for treatment of sick IDPs at nearby hospitals. 
There are 2 hospitals about 2 to 3 KMs away from the settlement:  Borno Medical 
Clinic Hospital and General Hospital. 

 Nutrition 

A few malnourished children were observed on site. There has been no nutrition 
intervention or monitoring of the site. The few cases seen could be associated 
with lack of proper nutritious food.  

 Protection 

Nothing specific was identified by IDPs as protection concern. However, with the 
high number of women and children, it is important to keep monitoring the 
settlement.  

 Water 

The settlement has one hand pump borehole which serves as the only water 
point. Long queues of IDPs waiting to fetch water were observed. WASH 
Guidelines suggest 500 people to one hand pump borehole.  

 Sanitation 

Facilities comprise of 2 blocks of latrines, 6 drop-holes each (one at the back and 
one at the front). The latrine block at the back requires evacuating. The facilities 
equate to approximately 250 people per latrine. WASH guidelines suggest 50 
people to one latrine. There are two waste disposal bins at the site which fill up 
quickly. For waste disposal, IDPs generally dig a hole in the ground and cover it 
when it is filled. 

 Shelter 

The IDPs are mainly living in makeshift shelters made of grass and plastic sheets 
and report that the shelters have been inadequate during the rainy season with 
water dripping into rooms through roofs. There is poor drainage on site and 
residents confirm that the site suffers from serious water logging after rainfall.  

 CCCM 

There is no formal camp coordination system in place, as it is an informal 
settlement, although IDPs have designated leaders to represent them.  

  NFIs 

IDPs have family cooking items and sleeping mats. No comprehensive 
assessment of NFI gaps has been done.  

 Education 

Children are not receiving any schooling. There is a school, Abba Ganaram 
Primary School, less than 1km away. Attempts by some parents to admit their 
children in the school failed as the principals informed that their schools were 
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already overpopulated.  

 

 Humanitarian Response Summary 

 AAH built 2 blocks of 12 latrines in October 2015 

 IMC constructed a hand pump borehole and distributed some NFIs. 

 NEMA and SEMA provided food assistance about 2 months ago.  

 UNHCR conducted a technical assessment 

 The Centre for Integrated Development and Research (CIDAR) provided food and NFI assistance 

(rice, sugar, oil) on 31 May and 4 June. 

 

Assessments 

 OCHA led a team comprising DRC, IMC, IOM, NRC, SCI and UNHCR on a fact-finding mission on 9 

June. 

 UNHCR and INTERSOS did a technical assessment of New Prison IDP settlement the week starting 

30 May. Site plans have been developed and shelters will be provided by UNHCR through 

INTERSOS. The assessment found that there was not be enough space on site to provide family 

shelters to the large number of IDPs occupying the site. UNHCR will share site-planning results for 

comments.  

 Save the children conducted an assessment of the site during the week starting 30 May. They have 

been approved to provide education and food security and livelihood (FSL) support. Also, given the 

estimated number of households at the site, they may be able to provide food assistance to all the 

IDPs located therein.  

 IOM to undertake biometric registration in week starting 13 June to ascertain the number of IDPs at 

the settlement to inform planning of the different humanitarian interventions. Settlement to be added 

in DTM report.  

 

Coordination 

 9 June OCHA chaired a meeting with humanitarian partners to discuss and agree upon humanitarian 

situation at the New Prison site and map out priorities for responding. 

o It was agreed that OCHA would reach out to NEMA/SEMA about supporting the camp 

with emergency food assistance and reach out to UNICEF about taking the lead in 

providing healthcare services and nutrition assistance.  

o It was agreed that DRC will take the lead on WASH activities, dislodging filled latrines 

and constructing 2 new blocks of latrines. 

 

See annex 2 – New Prison IDP settlement 3Ws 

 

 Future Scenarios 
The camp is likely to grow in size as IDPs indicate that new IDP arrivals are recorded regularly. New 

arrivals come from besieged LGAs, other camps or from previous sites of residence, mainly host 

communities (many having been kicked out after rent expiration and inability to renew rent). Many are 

also attracted to the site because of the perceived safety of the area. 
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IDPs indicate that they are willing to return to their communities of origin as soon as the security 

situation improves to farm during this rainy season. However, the current perception is that there is no 

security with the community leader saying “no one can walk for even a kilometre without being killed”. 

 

Summary 
The coordination of the current humanitarian response in New Prison IDP Settlement indicates that the 

priority needs are food, shelter and healthcare. Humanitarian partners interested in New Prison IDP 

Settlement are encouraged to discuss bi-laterally with OCHA before undertaking assessments or 

interventions there. 

 

Recommendations: 
 

 Organisation or 
Sector 

Action Timeline 

1 IOM Biometric registration of IDPs in the settlement, share 
total numbers of  IDPs with OCHA   

Monday, 13 June 

2 Cash WG  Include discussions of sustainability of cash transfer 
programmes and creation of linkages to livelihoods 
development as agenda point in next meeting 

Next Cash WG 
meeting 

3 DRC Conduct WASH assessment.   

 DRC Discuss settlement situation and findings with WASH 

sector  

 

4 SCI Share findings of site assessment with OCHA and 

relevant sectors  

 

 SCI Given the small size of the site and the close proximity to 

a school, SCI is encouraged to link parents with schools 

authorities and discouraged from building a temporary 

learning centre on the site. Save the Children to lead on 

PSS (particularly child protection) and education 

provision 

 

5 IMC and SCI IMC and Save the Children to discuss their capacity to 

provide food assistance and share of population to be 

targeted by each. 

 

6 UNHCR UNHCR to share assessment report and site planning 

results for comments. 

10 June 

7 OCHA Contact IMC about food support to New Prison IDP 

Settlement 

 

8 OCHA Discuss ongoing humanitarian situation with NEMA and 

SEMA and about emergency food support to settlement 

 

9 OCHA Discuss situation with UNICEF and seek health and 

nutrition support to settlement 
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 Annex 1: Map of New Prison Settlement 
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 Annex 2: New Prison 3Ws 

 

 


