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  New hopes for IDP children in Dera 
Ismail Khan 
 
  "Za ba officer joray gam", (I want to become an officer), said Ilyas Rehman, 10, clutching his 

recently acquired schoolbag outside his tented classroom at the Government Primary School 
Sheikh Yousuf in Dera Ismail Khan, FATA. The school is one of the 80 institutions in Dera 
Ismail Khan supported by the ERF. The ERF supports various initiatives to encourage 
children from displaced families living among the host community to attend school. 
Ilyas, a student in Grade III, has a reason to display overflowing optimism. In 2011, when 
fighting broke out between militants and the army, Ilyas had to leave his native South 
Waziristan along with his mother and six siblings. As his family struggled to pay for rented 
accommodation and their daily subsistence, Ilyas' education was lost among other urgent 
priorities. As a result, he had to abandon his education for over two years. 

Ilyas was enrolled in the ERF-supported temporary schooling, which is held in the afternoons, 
after a local teacher identified him as a potential student. As part of the ERF support to 
displaced children, he received a schoolbag with books and other educational material. With 
help and encouragement from his teacher, Ilyas was soon admitted to Grade III and moved 
to regular schooling which is held in the morning shift. 

School enrollment for the 
displaced children has brought 
renewed hope for their future. 
Ilyas' elder brother, Anwar 
Kamal, a shopkeeper and 
head of the family, is confident 
that his younger sibling has a 
good future ahead as "he is 
not only very good in studies, 
but also full of hope for his 
future." 

As a large number of 
displaced people face 
economic hardships the 
provision of education 
supplies plays a big role in 
motivating parents to send 
their children to school. In 
addition, Parent Teacher 
Committees (PTC), allows 
regular dialogue, encourages 

parents to participate in the learning process of their children, as well as influences parents 
to send their children to school. Hafiz Rizwan, chairman of the PTC at the Government 
Primary School Shiekh Yousuf, believes that increased interaction with parents has 
enhanced trust among local communities. 

Admissions of displaced children have increased and are still ongoing. Ashok Kumar, Head 
Teacher at the Government Primary School Sheikh Yousuf, has noticed an upward trend of 
displaced children seeking enrollment. "The children are taking [a] keen interest in 
schoolwork—both academic and recreational activities. This has a very positive impact on 
them and their families." 

 

Ilyas Rehman, second from the left, is studying in a safe and secure 
learning environment with his classmates. Photo: BEST 
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