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This report is produced by Office of the UN Resident Coordinator in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It covers the period from 1 November 
to 30 November 2016. The next issue will be published around 31 December 2016.  
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Situation Overview 
A rapid assessment jointly conducted by USAID, WFP, FAO and the Office of the Prime Minister to monitor the impact 
of El Niño-induced drought in Kunene region reveals a rural to urban migration pattern which could contribute to 
development of squatter settlements and crime increase in urban areas. 
 
Amid worsening hunger triggered by El Niño weather event, the Government of Namibia plans to introduce schools 
meals to secondary schools in addition to pre- and primary schools which are part of the national School Feeding 
program. Namibia is one of few countries in southern Africa which has transitioned its School Feeding program from 
being reliant on external funding to a sustainable model that is fully funded and managed by the government, 
according to WFP. 
 

UN Response 
In response to the request for technical support by the Directorate for Disaster Risk Management, the UN System in 
Namibia has deployed a full time expert to be based in the office of the Directorate. Deployed through a Standby 
Partnership Agreement with the Norwegian Refugee Council, the expert who arrived since the beginning of November 
will support DDRM in the implementation of the Drought Response Plan, while working with partners of government to 
build resilience and prepare for the anticipated rainy season. The expert will be based at DDRM and will work closely 
with all DRR stakeholders in the country including line ministries and regional partners. 
 
The UN System in Namibia is currently supporting the Namibian Government in a scoping mission to assess available 
Information Management Capacity. Information Management was identified by the CADRI Mission of July this year as 
one of the areas requiring urgent attention in order to improve disaster preparedness and response. The scoping 
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mission is being led by OCHA with the guidance of DDRM and assess the different facets of Information Management 
including reporting writing, Geographical Information Systems (GIS), Remote Sensing, etc. The Mission submitted a 
report on the findings with recommendations to DDRM on possible actions required to strengthen Information 
Management.  
 

Funding 
FAO and UNICEF received funding from USAID towards response to the ongoing drought emergency as well as for 
resilience-building.  FAO received USD 961,280 for livelihoods, livestock, water, coordination and analysis while 
UNICEF will receive USD 1.4 million. China is making a donation of 30 million RMB to the Government of Namibia 
and India contributing 100 metric tons of rice. Japan has provided food support worth N$6 million. FAO recently 
received an additional USD 500,000 through an emergency Technical Cooperation Programme. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For further information, please contact:  

Martha Wilhelm, UN Coordination Analyst, martha.wilhem@one.un.org  

Marcus Betts, UNICEF Focal Point, mbetts@unicef.org 

Nelson Zakaapi, UNDP Focal Point, nelson.zakaapi@undp.org  

Lillian Ambuso, IOM Head of Office, lambuso@iom.int   

Beata Negumbo, FAO Focal Point, beata.negumbo@fao.org  

Peter Mhata, WHO Focal Point, mhatap@who.int 

Obert Mutumba, WFP Focal Point, obert.mutumba@wfp.org 

Cathline Neels, UNFPA Focal Point, neels@unfpa.org 

  

 

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int   

Background on the crisis 

Namibia has been suffering from droughts since 2013, however this year seems to be the worst yet for the country. Namibia has 
experienced persistent drought over the past four years, which has caused farmers to destock and has affected over a quarter of the 
population, who are currently food insecure. Furthermore, the country is faced with a water crisis due to adverse effects of drought.The 
2015/16 rainfall season was characterized by poor and erratic rains and prolonged dry spells, spanning from mid-January to end February 
2016. The onset of the rains was delayed with little to no rainfall received in October and November 2015, leading to delayed sowing.  The 
ongoing El Niño event has affected much of Southern African with similar drought conditions.  The likelihood of a La Nina event in late 2016 
has risen to 75%, which is likely to exacerbate current food security conditions throughout the region. The government has set aside N$90 
million for the period April to July 2016.  
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