
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 
• Civilian casualties in 2015 are 

projected to equal or exceed 

the record high numbers 

documented last year. 

• Assessment and response 

teams have struggled to reach 

flood affected areas in Jawzjan 

province due to insecurity.   

• The IDP Task Forces predicts 

that more than 48,500 families 

may be displaced by the end of 

the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMERGENCY hospital 

in Kabul admitted more 

than 360 conflict related 

patients and performed 

more than 1,100 

surgical procedures in 

the month of July. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUNDING1  

417 million  
requested (US$) 

 

38% funded 
 

Civilian casualties in 2015 

Hospital stresses need for improved systems to treat conflict casualties 

In the early hours of the morning on 6 August a truck bomb ripped through the Shah 
Shaheed neighborhood in Kabul killing 15 civilians and injuring hundreds. Many of the 
wounded -- more than 90 -- were taken to Kabul’s EMERGENCY hospital. Some were 
treated and sent home, but doctors worked into the evening to treat the 42 patients that 
needed life-saving medical care.  

A day earlier, on 5 August, the United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan 
(UNAMA) released its quarterly report outlining the impact of Afghanistan’s protracted 
conflict on civilians. The 2015 Mid-year Report on Protection of Civilians in Armed Conflict 
said that civilian casualties in 2015 “are projected to equal or exceed the record high 
numbers documented last year.” According to the report “Civilians continued to bear the 
brunt of the Afghan conflict in the first half of 2015,” with 4,921 civilian casualties (1,592 
deaths and 3,329 injured) recorded in the first half of 2015 -- a one per cent increase 
compared to the same period in 2014. 

At EMERGENCY hospital, an increase in the number of admissions bears out the numbers 
of civilian casualties. According to the Country Director of the medical NGO, Luca Radaelli, 
the EMERGENCY hospital in Kabul admitted more than 360 conflict related patients and 
performed more than 1,100 surgical procedures in the month of July. As of 31 July, the 
hospital had admitted 1,748 patients compared to 1,362 in the whole of 2014.  

On 6 August, as casualties 
started pouring into the hospital, 
every available space, even the 
laundry room, was turned into a 
temporary ward to treat the 
wounded. Radaelli said that the 
staff try to keep 20 per cent of 
the beds empty for contingency, 
but that they don’t always 
succeed. Still he said that the 
hospital has never turned anyone 
away, “we make it work 
somehow,” he said.  

The UNAMA report attributed 90 
per cent of civilian casualties in 
2015 to ground engagements, 
improvised explosive devices, complex and suicide attacks. “Ground engagements 
between parties to the conflict caused 1,577 civilian casualties – a 19 per cent decrease 
compared to the same period in 2014 – yet remained the leading cause of civilian 
casualties in Afghanistan,” it said. The report went on to say that in first six months of 

 
Credit:  Kiana Hayeri  
Medical staff at EMERGENCY Hospital examine a patient, Kabul  

Notes:  
((((1111))))    The figure of US$417 million is the revised mid-year request of the Humanitarian Response Plan. The percentage funded is 
based on cluster funding reports of $158 million received as of 30 June 2015, which is substantially higher the FTS reported figure 
of $124 million as of 30 June 2015.  
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2015, UNAMA documented a “23 per cent increase in casualties among women and a 13 
per cent increase in casualties among children.” Danielle Bell, Director of Human Rights 
at UNAMA said that this was “the highest recorded number of children and women 
casualties compared to the same period in previous years.” 

Radaelli said that EMERGENCY, which operates 3 hospitals and 44 clinics across 
Afghanistan, is “seeing its busiest period ever.” But the fighting is not the whole story. He 
said the numbers can be attributed in part to an increase in the number of referrals from 
First Aid Posts (FAP). Significant investments made to build more clinics to operate as 
FAPs across Afghanistan. Last year, with support from the UN’s Common Humanitarian 
Fund (CHF) and the World Health Organization (WHO), the NGO was able to establish 
four new FAPs. In 2015, there are plans to establish four more. He says the FAPs provide 
life saving medical treatment to casualties in the critical first few hours after an injury, thus 
improving survival rates and allowing patients to arrive at EMERGENCY hospitals alive 
and in conditions better suited for surgical intervention. “This is great news, but it means 
that there is an increased burden on our hospitals,” he said.  

In response to increased need 
for surgical facilities, the Kabul 
hospital inaugurated three state 
of the art operating theatres in 
June 2015. The operating 
theatres, which were built with 
support from the CHF, provide 
the hospital with essential 
facilities that allow it to answer 
growing demands for emergency 
medical care as the number of 
civilian casualties increase.  

According to Radaelli, “We 
should remember that 
investments made in the system 
have paid off and that more lives 
are being saved. It shows this is 
something that is possible. It can 
exist and should exist all over 
Afghanistan. Radaelli said his 
dream is to have a nursing 
school in every hospital in Afghanistan. “Imagine,” he said, “what you could achieve with 
a large number of well qualified nurses working; even in a remote village in Ghazni.” 

Flooding destroys thousands of homes  
Unseasonal snowmelt triggers floods destroying thousands of homes 
across Afghanistan 

Northern Afghanistan was badly affected by snowmelt flooding this year. Overall, a total 
of 1,448 family homes have been either completely destroyed or severely damaged. The 
two provinces worst affected are Badakhshan and Jawjzan. 

According to the International Organization for Migration (IOM) unseasonal snowmelt and 
heavy rains have raised river levels across the region, resulting in floods and landslides. 
During July, IOM recorded flooding, landslides and riverbank erosion, which damaged 
and destroyed over 2,300 homes and affected over 8,300 people. 

Shan Jan is 48 years old, she recalls the day a flood destroyed her family home last 
week:  “It was afternoon, when my husband told me that they couldn’t stop the water from 
flowing towards the village. By nightfall the water had reach our village. The neighbor’s 
house collapsed and slowly the water started coming into our house. My husband told me 
to only take important things and we left quickly. Everyone was shouting, children were 
crying and women were running from here to there. Most people didn’t know where to go 

 
Credit:  Kiana Hayeri  
Another life saved - a patient at EMERGENCY Hospital begins recovery, 
Kabul.  

“We should remember 
that investments made in 
the system have paid off 
and that more lives are 
being saved.” 

Flooding, landslides and 
riverbank erosion damaged 
and destroyed over 2,300 
homes and affected over 
8,300 people. 
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or which direction was safe. We came to this open area and sandy land, put a plastic mat 
down, made some shade to protect us from the hot sun. This is how we survived.”  

IOM says that Afghanistan has been affected by over 30 floods and landslides in the past 
month, killing and injuring several people, displacing hundreds of families and damaging 
homes and farmland in 17 provinces.  

In Badakhshan province, twelve districts are 
affected. In Shignan district, a mudflow 
destroyed 82 houses. Thanks to community 
early warning teams, families managed to 
evacuate on time and no lives were lost. But 
the mudflow destroyed irrigation canals, 
roads, water sources, and agricultural land. 
Humanitarian organizations have been 
providing food and non-food item (NFI) 
assistance. In Shuhada district, floods killed 
one person, injured two and affected 375 
families. 300 families are displaced and live in 
a camp like situation in the area. 
Humanitarians have assisted these families 
with emergency shelter, food, NFI and water, 
sanitation and hygiene (WASH) support.  

In downstream areas, the snowmelt caused large-scale Amu Darya riverbank erosion and 
flooding. In Jawzjan province, 422 families are affected, having lost houses, harvest and 
income. Assessment teams struggled to reach the affected area, which is remote and 
partially insecure. Reportedly Amu Darya water levels had risen by 1.5 meters, flooding 
wide areas in Qarqin and Khamyab districts. Humanitarian teams are working on a 
response plan but delivery will be a challenge due to insecurity. Overall, Amu Darya 
flooding has displaced 214 families in Jawjzan province. 

Afghanistan is susceptible to recurring natural disasters due to its geographical location 
and years of environmental degradation. The country regularly experiences flooding, 
earthquakes, avalanches, landslides, drought and other man-made disasters resulting in 
the frequent loss of lives, livelihoods, property, and contributing to high levels of poverty 
across the country.  
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Credit:  Hafezullah, IOM Fayzabad  
Shuhada district, Badakhshan province (8 July 2015) - 
72 houses completely destroyed and 38 houses partially 
damaged due to flash flooding. 

Flooding events in July: 

33  People killed or injured 

2,475  Houses damaged or 

  destroyed 

2,512  Families affected 

84  Districts affected  

  in 24 provinces 

Figures shown are based on initial reports and assessments carried out by the humanitarian community (including ARCS) and 
the government for natural disaster incidents from 1 to 31 July 2015. Assessment data is not available for some areas and 
those figures are expected to change as more information becomes available.  
Source:  IOM and OCHA incident records as of 2 August 2015 

Afghanistan is susceptible 
to recurring natural 
disasters due to its 
geographical location and 
years of environmental 
degradation. 
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Humanitarian access  
Incidents affecting humanitarian action 

There were 14 incidents reported against national and international NGOs and 
international organisations across Afghanistan in July.  These incidents resulted in 
violence against aid workers, damage to assets or facilities, and disruption of 
humanitarian activities. There were two reported killings, 13 injuries and seven 
abductions. There were two reports of forced entry into NGO-run health facilities, leading 
to the closure of one 
of the facilities. An 
IED detonation 
against a vehicle 
carrying a de-mining 
team reportedly 
resulted in one death 
and eight injuries. An 
NGO health worker 
was reportedly killed 
in Ghor province. 
Afghanistan remains 
one of the most 
dangerous country’s 
in the world with 57 
aid workers killed in 
2014 and 37 killed 
through July of 2015. 

Conflict displacement in the north 
Conflict fuels displacement, hampers delivery of aid in the North 

Northern Afghanistan has seen a marked increase in conflict-induced displacement this 
summer. In June 2015, assessment teams verified a total of 3,017 conflict IDP families in 
the nine Northern provinces. In July an additional 2,329 conflict IDP families were verified. 
Badakhhan, Faryab, Kunduz, and Takhar provinces report the largest displacement.  

 

The biggest spike occurred in Takhar province; from zero displacement to 1,356 families 
displaced in two months. Access is an ongoing constraint and humanitarians have been 
unable to provide assistance thus far. A sharp increase was noted in Badakhshan 
province where 1,117 families are confirmed displaced, out of which 753 families have 
received assistance. In Faryab province, fighting in Almar, Qaysar, Pashtunkot and 
Shirintagab districts displaced a confirmed 1,159 families in accessible areas in June and 
July. Emergency relief assistance to 807 families is being provided. In Kunduz province, 
the situation deteriorated markedly at end of July with a reported figure of 4,857 families 
now displaced. Five assessment teams are currently working in Kunduz city to verify the 
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The total number of conflict induced IDPs profiled (i.e. assessed and registered) during June and July of 2015. 
Source:  UNHCR and IDP Taskforce, Northern Region 
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actual number of displaced families. No information is available about the return of those 
displaced by conflict to the region. Delivery of relief assistance is slow and is subject to 
verified displacement figures. In June and July, 2,819 displaced families were verified in 
the nine Northern provinces. Humanitarians have been unable to reach these families in 
order provide food, NFI or unconditional cash assistance. 

CERF lifesaving support to conflict displaced  
Afghans displaced by conflict to receive lifesaving support from CERF, CHF 

The United Nations Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) has allocated $8 million 
to support underfunded and urgent lifesaving needs in Afghanistan. The funds will help 
the humanitarian community provide urgent support to Afghan families displaced by 
conflict, Afghan refugees and returnees, and Pakistani refugees in Afghanistan. This year 
has seen more Afghans displaced by conflict than in any other year since 2002. The IDP 
Task Force predicts that more than 48,500 families  (324,000 individuals) may be 
displaced by the end of the year. Based on concerning trends in the first half of 2015, the 
remainder of the year is expected to see a significant increase in the number of returns. 
UNHCR and IOM have revised planning figures for the year to include an estimated 
89,000 returnees and 127,830 undocumented Afghans (up from 50,000 and 45,000 
respectively). The rate of returns seen to date and revised figures far exceed planning 
figures outlined in the 2015 Afghanistan Strategic Response Plan.   

As military operations continue in Pakistan, CERF funding will allow WFP to continue 
food assistance to 217,000 Pakistani refugees and 1,200 Afghan returnee families, 90 per 
cent of which are completely dependent on assistance.  

The upsurge in the conflict and significant increase in civilian casualties compared to last 
year have also impacted humanitarian health partners. The safety and security of aid 
workers, which is a basic underpinning of humanitarian action, and increased security 
concerns have hindered the ability of emergency responders to access populations in 
need of assistance. CERF funding will support WHO and the Health Cluster to provide 
life-saving assistance to 102,321 individuals, including displaced persons and host 
communities, in high-risk provinces. 

The funding will allow UNHCR and IOM to assist 2,616 returnee families and 8,056 
documented and undocumented Afghan refugees returning from Pakistan, including people 
with specific needs, vulnerable individuals, female and elderly-headed households.  

The Common Humanitarian Fund (CHF) will disburse its second standard allocation in 
late August. The $12 million available will complement CERF funding. While CERF 
funding will support UN agencies, the CHF will focus on NGOs which will ensure a 
comprehensive and well-prioritized humanitarian response to the people most in need. 

2015 CERF allocations by cluster 

- 217,000 refugees & 1,200 undocumented returnee families 

- 8,056 refugee & 2,616 undocumented Afghan returnee families 

- 700 internally displaced families 

- 102,321 individuals including IDPs and host communities 

For further information, please contact:  
Dominic Parker, OCHA Head of Office, parker@un.org, Mobile: +93 79 300 1101  

OCHA humanitarian bulletins are available at: http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info | www.unocha.org  

The IDP Task Forces 
predicts that more than 
48,500 families may be 
displaced by the end of 
the year. 

http://afg.humanitarianresponse.info/
http://www.unocha.org/



