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Facts & Figures 

46 000 Malians 

internally 

displaced (Source: 

UN 2017) 

142 500 Malians 

have sought 

refuge in Niger, 

Mauritania and 

Burkina Faso 

(Source: HCR, 

March 2017)  

Mali has the 6th  

highest infant 

mortality rate  

in the world.  

In 2017, 142 000 

children under five 

are expected to 

suffer from Severe 

Acute Malnutrition 

(Source: OCHA 

2017) 

EU humanitarian 

funding to Mali:  

Since the beginning 

of the conflict in 

2012: around €46 
million per year 

 

 

 
EU funds the screening of children to identify and treat severe malnutrition. ©EU/ECHO/I.Coello 

Key messages

 The populations of northern Mali are exhausted by two consecutive food crisis 

and five years of conflict between the army, separatists groups and radical 

Islamist militias. Despite the signature of a peace agreement in June 2015, 

the deal has not yet provided peace dividends, the security situation is 

volatile and humanitarian needs are increasing again due to inter-

community clashes in Central Mali and as a consequence of the agro-

pastoral situation in the north.  

 Insecurity impedes access to basic services in the north and the centre, and 

makes 3.7 million people dependant on international humanitarian aid 

(HRP), while less than half should be reached in 2017. 

 Humanitarian space is fragile. In a context of asymmetric attacks 

continuously targeting national and international forces, principled 

humanitarian assistance must be clearly distinct from the political 

stabilization agenda and the lines between the two must be not blurred. 

Movement restrictions imposed in the centre limit the ability to 

deliver assistance and for beneficiaries to access it. 

 Conditions are not favourable for a safe and durable return of 

refugees and internally displaced people to large parts of the north. 

Access to basic social services such as health care, nutrition, water and 

education remains limited and even a growing major concern in some 

regions. 

 Acute malnutrition levels exceed emergency thresholds in certain 

areas, while food insecurity looms for the poorest and most vulnerable 

families, especially in northern Mali. Over the 2017 lean season, about to 

start, 3.8 million people are foreseen to be food insecure, of which    

600 000 need emergency food assistance. 
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Background 

Mali faces an extremely complex humanitarian emergency. A succession of food crises in the last 

decade significantly weakened the livelihoods of the poorest families. The ongoing food and 

nutrition crisis has been further aggravated by the conflict that began with a coup in 2012, and 

that involves government forces, separatists groups and radical Islamist militias (AQMI, Ansar 

Dine, Al Mourabitoune, MUJAO and Front de Libération du Macina are active in the north and 

expanding southwards). Despite a peace agreement signed by some of the armed actors in 2015, 

peace is hard to restore in northern Mali. There is a high level of banditry and of deadly asymmetric 

attacks attributed to armed radical groups targeting national and international forces. This level of 

insecurity makes access by humanitarian organisations very challenging. 

Major needs and related problems 

Around 46 000 people are internally displaced. Both IDPs and host communities are in need of 

support, including food assistance, access to health care and water.The security situation is volatile.  

Attacks on medical missions have taken place and vehicles from humanitarian organizations are 

being stolen or prevented from reaching those in need of aid.  

Approximately 141 000 Malians continue to live as refugees in camps in neighbouring countries: 

Niger, Mauritania and Burkina Faso, where assistance needs to be maintained.  

As the lean season starts, 3.8 million people are food insecure, of which 600 000 require 

immediate emergency food assistance (Source: Cadre Harmonisé 2017). The last nation-wide 

nutritional survey (SMART 2016) shows that the situation remains serious, with a prevalence of 

Global Acute Malnutrition of 11.5%. The Severe Acute Malnutrition rate is 2.3%, above the 2% 

World Health Organisation threshold requiring immediate intervention. An estimated 90% of health 

structures in the north deliver essential services thanks to the support of humanitarian partners and 

EU humanitarian funds. 

 

The European Union's humanitarian response 

In 2016, the European Commission dedicated €41.7 million to respond to the needs in Mali. EU 

Humanitarian Aid partners are providing food assistance (both cash and in kind), protection, free 

health care, safe water, provision of first need items. Over 80 % of EU humanitarian response 

contributes to the assistance for people in the northern and central regions affected by the conflict. 

The EU is a major contributor of relief assistance to Mali. Since the beginning of the crisis in 2012, 

the European Commission's Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid 

Operations (ECHO) has allocated around €46 million per year in humanitarian aid to the country. 

Access to essential health services for the most vulnerable in the conflict-affected regions greatly 

depends upon the provision of drugs and support by humanitarian organizations. EU humanitarian 

funding ensure basic health and nutrition* care to around 990 000 people.  

ECHO’s air service ECHO flight serves secondary routes in the north, thus facilitating the movement 

of humanitarian workers and provisions to the most inaccessible areas. The European Commission is 

also financially supporting the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS). In 2016, 4 864 passengers 

and 3.8 MT of cargo have been transported in Mali in support to humanitarian assistance in the field. 

For Malian refugees* in Mauritania, Niger and Burkina Faso, the provision of shelter, first need 

items, food rations, water and sanitation, protection, health and nutrition care is being maintained. 

Since 2012, the European Commission has significantly contributed every year to the treatment of 

severe acute malnutrition throughout the country. This has helped to drastically increase the 

number of children who receive life-saving care, which has almost doubled since 2012.  
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