
SPRING 2015

Autumn  2016 

IMPACT

Saving Lives
in South East Asia



  Villagers report accidents to the team 
in Ban Sumking, Laos. Together they 
create maps to identify dangerous areas 
where MAG is urgently needed. 

More than 40 years after the end of the 
Vietnam War countries in South East 
Asia are still suffering from its deadly 
legacy. Hundreds of thousands of 
unexploded bombs continue to impact 
on communities in Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia. Cluster bombs pose one of 
the deadliest threats in these areas. 

Banned by many countries, cluster 
bombs are indiscriminate, savage killers. 
Upon detonation, their casing breaks up 
into small metal shards that rip through 
the air across a wide area.

Accidents have a devastating impact on 
families and tight-knit communities in 
these countries. It is unacceptable that 
parents, families and entire communities 
are living in fear today over 40 years 
after conflict ended.
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Children look through a traditionally 
decorated window in Phom Padol village in 
north-east Cambodia, near the Vietnamese 
border. 

www.maginternational.org02



Laos is the most bombed country per capita in 
the world. The US dropped two million tonnes 
of bombs, mortars, projectiles and other deadly 
devices on the country between 1964 and 1973. 
This equates to one bombing mission every 
eight minutes, 24 hours a day, for nine years. As 
Obama acknowledged during his visit, the US 
“bombed Laos more than probably any square 
inch of earth anywhere”. For once, this small and 
beautiful country has hit international headlines.

The President’s open and honest speech was 
welcomed by many as a chance for a new 
chapter in US-Laotian relations. Obama pledged 
to double the United States’ existing annual 
funding to support the survey and clearance of 
unexploded bombs in Laos. This is a move seen 
by everyone at MAG as a great stride forward 
in helping protect the lives and the futures of 
today’s children in Laos, where MAG has worked 
since 1994. 

The figures are simply mind-numbing. Over 270 
million cluster bombs fell on Laos and up to 80 
million did not detonate. More than half of all 
cluster munition casualties in the world are in 
Laos. There are now just fewer than 50 new 
casualties in Laos each year, down from 310 in 
2008. 

It is important that the scale of the problem and 
how it impacts on the daily lives of hundreds of 
thousands of people is known. Each bomb that 
remains is still capable of detonating, all these 
years later, to claim another victim’s limb or 
life. Time is no protection against these deadly, 
scattered killers seeding the soil of Laos.

This edition of Impact goes beyond the numbers 
to the people at the heart of MAG’s work – 
the people who you help. Over 80% of MAG 
supporters named Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia 
in our survey last year as the countries they are 
most interested in.

Families in South East Asia have the right to a 
new chapter in their lives, a future free from 
fear. On pages 4-5, read about two schools which 
have been transformed with your support. This is 
what you make possible. By removing this deadly 
threat, you protect children’s lives. You give 
today’s children a future free from the fears of 
yesterday’s war. Thank you so very much. 

WELCOME TO IMPACT
A few weeks ago, in a landmark event, Barack Obama became the first US 
President to visit Laos – a little known country with a rich cultural history, and 
a tragic past and present. He spoke of a “moral obligation to help Laos heal”. 
This was a huge milestone in US-Laotian history, more than 40 years after the 
Vietnam War ended. 

Nick Roseveare 
Chief Executive

www.maginternational.org 03



Al
l i

m
ag

es
 ©

 M
AG

CASE STUDIES: VIETNAM AND LAOS

505 schools 
cleared by 
MAG in Laos 
and Vietnam.

GIO LINH PRIMARY SCHOOL, VIETNAM

The land around Gio Linh Primary School was littered with deadly grenades, projectiles and 
mortars from a war that ended over 40 years ago. With 25 classes and only 12 classrooms, the 
school was overcrowded and desperately needed more space for the children to learn.

No child’s life should be at risk from the deadly legacy of past conflict. Now that MAG has cleared 
over 900 square metres around the school new classrooms are being built. This is what the 
generosity of our supporters can make possible.

 Before: The land was littered 
with grenades, projectiles and 
mortars.

 After: New classrooms are being 
built so more children can learn 
here each day.

Despite the war ending long before they were 
born, schoolchildren in contaminated areas of 
Vietnam and Laos are at risk every day from 
unexploded bombs. Time does not erode the 
danger of these deadly devices.

Children have the right to a future free from 
fear. In Vietnam and Laos alone, MAG has 
cleared more than 500 schools. Every bomb 
cleared is one less threat, one more step 
towards peace and safety for families who 
have lived in fear for far too long.
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SCHOOLS TRANSFORMED IN 
VIETNAM AND LAOS



Once littered with unexploded bombs, this school field at Dong Danh in Laos is now home to 
sports lessons and competitions for the children.

After MAG cleared 11 deadly items, including cluster bomblets and rockets, the local community 
and school came together to build a new full-size football pitch and a boules pitch. Now Kouvy 
and his friends can run and play and feel safe in their school.

 

 Ten-year-old 
Kouvy (front 
row, second 
from left)

“My favourite sport is football so it makes me very 
happy we can finally play. I feel safe in my school.”
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In the last six months, MAG 
has responded to over 1,000 
calls from the public reporting 
dangerous items in Laos.

DONG DANH PRIMARY SCHOOL, LAOS

Laos
Population: 6.77 million
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Children take their 
afternoon nap at 
Trung Hoa Nursery 
which was built 
on land cleared by 
MAG in Vietnam.





EMERGENCY 
HOTLINE SAVES 
YOUNG LIVES IN 
CAMBODIA

Two people are killed or injured in 
Cambodia every week by landmines and 
unexploded bombs, making it one of the 
worst affected countries in the world. 
Families here rely on MAG’s roving teams 
to respond quickly to reports of items 
found around their homes and schools, or 
on their farmland.

Every day Chanthy’s young daughters 
Sreyka and Toch walked to school across 
the land behind their house, until one 
morning when Chanthy found two cluster 
munitions just metres away from their 
path. Chanthy called MAG’s emergency 
hotline straight away.
 
A MAG explosives disposal team responded 
immediately, evacuating the area and safely 
destroying the munitions. Relieved that she 
had been the one to find this deadly threat 
before one of her young children or their 
friends did, Chanthy told the team:
 
“I have seen Toch, Sreyka and their 
classmates playing near that area. If they 
had found and played with those items, I 
dread to think what would have happened 
to them.”

By working closely with communities, and 
through the kindness of our supporters, MAG 
is making a difference to lives and livelihoods in 
Cambodia. Chanthy lives in Ratanakiri province, 
and in her village alone since 2015, we have 
already destroyed 161 of these deadly devices. 
This is 161 young lives spared the agony of these 
indiscriminate killers.
 
No child’s life should be at risk from the deadly 
debris of war. We have to find every hidden bomb 
before a child like Sreyka or Toch does. 

The province of 
Ratanakiri, meaning 
“Mountain of Gems”, is 
renowned for its natural 
beauty.   

MAG has destroyed 
nearly 300,000 
landmines and 
unexploded bombs 
in Cambodia.

 Sreyka used to walk to school 
across dangerous land. 
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MEET THE TEAM 
THAT RESPONDED

 Team Leader, Sothea Chhin

“The team all have different reasons to work 
for MAG. I experienced the war and lost family 
members. I want to help reduce the threat for my 
community.”

 Deputy Team Leader, Channthom Tum

“When I was ten years old my father stepped on a 
landmine and lost his leg. I really hate landmines 
and unexploded bombs because it forces families 
to live in difficult situations and children can’t go 
to school to get a better education.”

 Deminer, Yin Nhim 
“Every day the team responds to reports received 
from communities. I am really proud of the job 
that I do and how it makes a difference to my 
country. 

“My work means I have been able to buy two 
hectares of farm land. I have built a new house and 
can afford to send my two children to school. As 
a widow with two children, without MAG I don’t 
think I could have made this happen.”

In just six months, roving 
teams responded to 1,220 
reports from communities. 

Cambodia
Population: 15.1 million
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PHO-NOMENAL! 
HOW NOODLE 
SOUP SAVES LIVES

In one year, staff and customers of 
Manchester-based East Asian eatery Tampopo 
have raised over £3,000 for MAG. Every time 
a bowl of delicious Vietnamese noodle soup 
is sold, 50p goes towards giving families back 
their future free from fear.

David Fox, Co-Founder of Tampopo, fell in love 
with Vietnam whilst travelling. His experience 
inspired both the restaurant’s menu and its 
support for MAG. 

Every day parents in Vietnam live with the 
fear that their child may find an unexploded 
bomb left over from the war that ended over 
40 years ago. No child’s bright future should be 
taken away like this, and that’s what inspires 
everyone at MAG and Tampopo to do more.

“We’re delighted to be supporting MAG. Their 
teams are doing fantastic things to improve the 
lives of people in some of the world’s poorest 
countries, and Tampopo is proud to be part of 
that.

If selling a Pho can help save someone’s life in 
Vietnam, or anywhere else, then that’s pretty 
amazing.”

The restaurant group, which launched in 
Manchester in 1997, serves a street food-
inspired menu at their three restaurants in 
the northern city and East Street in London. 
Famous in Vietnam, Pho noodle soup is one 
of the restaurant’s most popular choices: 
sliced rump steak or chicken breast is served 
with ho fun noodles in a clear broth scented 
with fresh Asian herbs, star anise and lime. 

We’re extremely grateful to Tampopo, and 
its customers, for their continued support: 
you are transforming the lives of men, 
women and children just by enjoying noodle 
soup!

In just one year, Tampopo 
staff and customers have 
raised over £3,000 for 
MAG’s life-saving land 
clearance work.

 David Fox
Co-Founder of Tampopo
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FAMILY HISTORY 
INSPIRES MAG 
SUPPORT
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MAG supporters all have their own reasons 
for standing up for those trapped in fear 
by the deadly legacy of war. Some have 
seen the devastation for themselves when 
travelling or working abroad, others are 
extremely passionate that everyone has a 
right to live free from fear, while those like 
Victor have first-hand experiences of the 
devastation caused by landmines.

Victor’s incredible personal connection 
to MAG’s work deserves to be shared. 
After returning from a trip around Italy 
researching his family history, he kindly took 
the time to visit the MAG office and tell us 
all about it.

During World War II, Victor’s Uncle George 
was positioned near Monte Casino in Italy as 
a Lieutenant with the Royal Engineers. Part

of his work here involved clearing roads and 
bridges to make way for heavy guns to move 
north from the landing beaches. In 1944, 
George’s young life was brutally taken when 
he was killed by an S-landmine, also known as 
the ‘Bouncing Betty’.

Victor told us: “My Uncle’s short life, so sadly 
taken from him before he was 21, bears 
early testimony to the silent and harrowing 
consequences of the widespread use of this 
deadly indiscriminate weapon. 

Whilst researching his uncle’s legacy, Victor 
motorcycled through Italy visiting all the 
places where George had been stationed 
and made a personal donation to MAG as a 
tribute. 

Victor’s kind and generous gift is helping bring 
peace and safety to those who have lived in 
fear for far too long.

If you are interested in fundraising for MAG 
or have a story to share, please contact Gayle 
on 0161 236 4311.

 Victor travelled around Italy 
researching his Uncle George. 

 Lieutenant George Henry Wright
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CONTACT US
MAG, Suite 3a, 11 Peter Street,  
Manchester, M2 5QR, United 
Kingdom
+44 161 236 4311  
info@maginternational.org

CONNECT WITH US
   facebook.com/ 
minesadvisorygroup

   @MAGsaveslives
www.maginternational.org


