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 LESOTHO Remote Monitoring Update  September 2013 
 

Favorable 2013/14 rains forecast  
 
KEY MESSAGES 
 
• This peak of the dry season in September has been slightly 

drier than usual. However, forecasts suggest average to 
above-average October-March rains. 

 
• Stable or increasing incomes, stable food prices, and 

ongoing poverty reduction programs facilitate relatively 
average to good food access sufficient to meet minimum 
food needs (IPC Phase 1: Minimal) at least through 
December. 

 
ZONE CURRENT 

ANOMALIES 
PROJECTED 
ANOMALIES 

No significant anomalies of concern observed. 
 
PROJECTED OUTLOOK THROUGH DECEMBER 2013 
 
Rains in Lesotho begin around October/November or November/December and are strongest between January-March. The 
2013/14 rains are forecast to be near average for Lesotho. Rains are expected to start near the climatological average. 
 
Maize meal prices through August have been relatively stable since the good 2012/13 harvest, supported in part by near-
average regional maize supply. Staple food prices are likely to increase once the lean season begins; however, rates and 
magnitudes of increases are expected to be within a typical, seasonal range. In addition, the Lesotho Vulnerability 
Assessment Committee reports increases in income that suggest average to above average purchasing power. 
 
Based on these LVAC results, government and partner poverty reduction programming, continuing price stability, and 
favorable forecasts, FEWS NET projects that Minimal (IPC Phase 1) acute food insecurity outcomes will continue through at 
least December.  
 
This outlook would worsen in the event of any instability of staple food prices or the local currency (Maluti).   
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Figure 1. Estimated food security outcomes, Sep 
2013 (left) and Oct – Dec 2013 (right). 

  
Highest estimated level of food insecurity in significant 
areas of concern using IPC 2.0 Area Reference Tables: 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Phase 1: Minimal 
Phase 2: Stressed 
Phase 3+: Crisis or higher 

 Severity significantly mitigated by assistance 
 

Source: FEWS NET 
These maps represent acute food insecurity outcomes in 
significant areas of concern relevant for emergency decision-
making. They do not necessarily reflect outcomes across the 
country or chronic food insecurity.  Visit 
http://www.fews.net/ml/en/info/pages/scale.aspx for more. 
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